Town of Westmoreland

Regular Meeting
September 9, 2019
Supervisor Ken Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Burton Seymour Jr, Randy Rundle, Charles Hebbard and Barbara Phillips. Also present was, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Water Plant Operator Ted Flint, Reading Center Clerk Tammie Aylesworth, Bill Cole from Gates-Cole Insurance, twelve (12) high school seniors and eight (8) residents. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Scott Tarkowski, president of the Westmoreland Summer Activities Association, thanked Supervisor Eisnor, the Town Board, the Highway Department and all the volunteers for their support in getting the Pool ready to open.  The pool has hired a recreation director and had fifty (50) swimmers on their busiest day.
Councilperson Seymour asked if the pool was officially closed for the season.  Mr. Tarkowski replied yes. 

Jim Wharram, Lowell Road; stated that the pool has promised one thing and given another.  The pool closes for lunch, half days on Saturday, all day on Sundays and on cloudy days because it may rain.  Mr. Wharram added the pool has a major leak by the way they are losing water in the pool.  Mr. Tarkowski stated that was fixed when they replaced the pump.  Mr. Wharram counter that the leak can’t be in the pump because the water level is below the skimmer line, it has to be in a line or the pool itself.

Bill Cole, Gates-Cole Insurance; addressed the Board asking to take over as agent of record the Towns Workers Comp policy through Comp Alliance effective 1-1-2020.  Mr. Cole indicated he would need a copy of the 2020 budget and a copy of the Workers Comp policy.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular meeting and asked for the Highway report.

The Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported;

      A)  Seymour Excavation has replaced Albrecht Rd culvert and did a great job

      B)  Town Highway Dept. has been mowing road sides

      C)  Lisa and I have been working on Highway Budget

      D)  Town Highway Dept. is doing brush pick up this month

Councilperson Hebbard asked the Highway Superintendent when the brush pickup ends. Highway Superintendent Young replied the end of October.
Councilperson Seymour asked how the mower was working.  Highway Superintendent Young replied that it had a bracket break on the mower arm.  The Highway Superintendent sent the bracket back to Montage, but they refused to stop production to repair/replace it.  They had, and still have the part for over a month.  Steel Sales was able to reproduce the part in two (2) days, so, they are back mowing.
Jim Wharram thanked the Highway Superintendent for allowing the School to borrow some equipment for a job.  

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors report.
Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported; 

I will be sending any change of address to the school for the tax bills. Starting to get my work put  

in order to go out on the road and hope to start soon.

Councilperson Hebbard asked the Assessor if the new enhanced star program began this year.  Assessor Szarek stated that new applicants will still apply through the Assessor.  All renewal will be done by the State.  Under the new program, no tax returns will need to be presented to the Assessor.  The State will determine a homeowner’s eligibility.  
The Assessor stated that he has a court hearing on September 18th.  Attorney Mattacola stated that has been cancelled, he is working on a settlement.
The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for his report and asked for the Codes Report.

Codes Officer Jody Thieme submitted the following building permits report issued in the month of August:
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

8/1/19 2019-0057Maxam Charles 7311 NYS Route 5 326.000-1-26.1 Fence $20.00

8/6/19 2019-0058Taylor Darel 6911 Dix Road 274.000-1-44 Alteration $156.00

8/6/19 2019-0059Respiro/Kitchen Excavating 5894 Springhouse Road300.000-1-25 Septic $75.00

8/6/19 2019-0060Joseph George 4741 NYS Route 233 315.000-1-80.1 Solar array $75.00

8/8/19 2019-0061Hillsinger Kevin 5097 Moore Road 313.000-2-6.2 Solar array $75.00

8/13/19 2019-0062Johnson Craig 5939 Shed Road 272.000-1-47.1 Breezeway $75.00

8/13/19 2019-0063Everetts Brian 6451 Cooper Street 313.000-1-10 Deck $25.00

8/13/19 2019-0064Camelot Village, LLC 4 Abbe Lane 274.000-1-21.3 Residence $150.00

8/15/19 2019-065 Peck Michael 5303 NYS Route 526 300.000-1-41 Garage (Ag dist) $0.00

8/15/19 2019-0066Morgan Sharon 6362 NYS Route 5 325.000-1-61.3 Deck $25.00

8/27/19 2019-0067Murphy Sue 26 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-56.8 Fence $20.00

8/27/19 2019-0068Puleo Joseph 5235 Bartett Road 302.000-2-4.5 Residence $164.88

8/27/19 2019-0069Puleo Joseph 5235 Bartett Road 302.000-2-4.5 Septic $75.00

8/29/19 2019-0070Ramsdale Kristine 6834 Dix Road 274.000-2-16 Porch $25.00

8/29/19 2019-0071Beckwith Karisa 6141Lowell Road 301.000-1-18.8 Addition $115.00




            
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report;

      Complaints



OTR



Compliant

 6924 Dix Rd




7-11-18
Re-Check    9-18-18

Front of the house is cleaned up. The rear is progressing each week.

10-2-18 Front of the house sided, Left side more than 3/4 done. The right side is about 1/2 way done. Progress is still being made toward abatement. 

7-2-19 I received a complaint that progress has stopped and more junk and debris added to the property. Will evaluate and process accordingly.

7-9-19 wrote a new violation notice with Order to Remedy date of July 23, 2019. Paper work filed for court, Appearance scheduled for 7-31-19.

7-31-19 Defendant appeared stated he was hiring an attorney. Case adjourned until 8-21-19 1:00 PM. Court adjourned until a future date.   

4852 Ste Rte 233



9-11-18

Junk and debris and Junk vehicles cited.

9-12-18 checked property with Trooper and Sheriff. No one there, building was secured. Signs of someone staying in a tent on site. According to Ken Eisnor, Mr. Burt Seymour Sr has recently acquired the property through tax foreclosure and the deed has not changed over yet. Property Placarded Unfit Structure because there is no power.

10-9-18 Re-checked property to find the clean up process had started. Case scheduled for court November 7, 2018. Court re-scheduled until November 28, 2018. Court had been adjourned until Jan. 23, 2019. Court been adjourned until February 6, 2019. Trial set for 4-17-19, Violations still have to be abated. 

Trial, case was adjourned until 5-22-19. Case was adjourned again until June 26, 2019. Court date was adjourned until a future date. 

7-31-19 Case adjourned until 8-21-19 at 1:15 PM. Court adjourned until a future date.   

Update on 5939 Rte 26, house is scraped ready to paint. 

4-15-19 5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

4-15-19 5223 Albrecht Rd. Violation sent for junk and debris strewn about the yard. (metal, scrap wood piles, plastic, furniture, tires, appliances). Order to Remedy date 6-25-19. Progress being made abating violations.  

6-4-19 5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

6-18-19 6880 W Carter Rd. Violation sent for collapsed structure with demolition started without a permit. Order to remedy date 7-2-19 (take out a permit).

6-25-19 Owner took out a demolition permit. 

6-18-19 5213 Moore Rd. High grass. Order to remedy date 7-2-19. 

7-2-19 partially complete. Spoke with future owner who stated he needs another two weeks to complete. Owners making progress, have to rent heavier equipment to finish work. 8-13-19 violation abated. 

7-23-19 7734 E. Carter Rd. Cited for high grass with order to remedy set for August 6, 2019. 8-13-19 Violation abated. 

8-9-19 6215 Cooper St. cited for high grass with order to remedy set for September 9, 2019.   


1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

7537 E South St The Milk House B and B  10/25/2018. Re-inspected 11-27-18 all violations corrected except the zoning issue. Owner was advised to use house as single family dwelling and remove all advertisement as a B & B until such time the case is brought before the appropriate boards for approval. 

1-29-19 McFadden will be summons to court for zoning violations tentatively scheduled for February 20, 2019. Court adjourned to March 6, 2019.

3-6-19 Defendant entered not guilty plea. Case adjourned to April 17, 2019. Trial set for 7-31-2019. 

7-31-19 Defendant did not show for court, case adjourned until 10-30-19 at 2:00 PM.   

5-13-19 1203 Inspection 4089 Skyline Dr. K9 Transformation, Building owned by Milburn McFadden. OTR June 18, 2019.  

7-2-19 No permits pulled for corrective actions. Moving to post the property unfit unsafe. Inspector has to coordinate a re-inspection and will send case to court for remaining violations unabated. Many of violations have been abated. Building is posted unfit/unsafe.

7-29-19 1203 Inspection 7105 Norton Ave. Shenandoah Golf Club

OTR 8-20-19

7-29-19 1203 Inspection 6906 Fairway Dr. Westmoreland Golf Club

OTR 8-20-19 

8-5-19 1203 Inspection 7362 East Main St. Knuckleheads

OTR 9-10-19

8-6-19 1203 Inspection 4980 State Rte 233 Rising Stars Soccer Club

OTR 9-10-19

9-4-19 1203 Inspection of building 3 at 46 Seymour Ln. No violations. 
Councilperson Rundle asked the Codes Officer if any follow-up had been done on the barn demo on W. Carter Road.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox stated that the Codes Officer did issue the homeowner a demo permit for the barn and the owner has one (1) year to complete the project.

Supervisor Eisnor asked the Codes Enforcement Officer to address the tall grass on the vacant lot on E. Main Street.
The Supervisor thanked the Codes Officer and stated that Water Plant Operator, Ted Flint submitted the following water report.

Month: August 2019

    
  Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed several UFPO dig requests 

· Town Pool continues to have issues with water leaks and is using a large amount of water to     refill pool daily.

· Received a quote from Layne Company to clean and rehabilitate both of our wells. Quote was emailed to Town Supervisor.

· Still working with Aqua Logics on getting a bad transducer replaced on well #2.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed several UFPO dig requests 

· Seymour Excavating repaired leak in Tindal Manor.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements. We had the monthly bacteria sample come back positive coliform nut negative E. coli. Resampling was done and all 3 of those samples came back negative.

· Performed one UFPO dig request.

Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Reading Center Report.  Library Clerk Tamara Aylesworth submitted the following report: 
In Aug. we loaned out 709 Books, 63 DVDS for a total of 772. We had 129 people come into the library. We had 195 holds on books and DVDS from Mid–York library system. The library had 13 renewals. 3 New people signed up.

Ms. Aylesworth stated that a representative from Mid-York will be coming out on September 19th to review the updates in the Reading Center.  She also reminded the Board that the Mid-York Annual Dinner is scheduled for October 3, 2019 and all Board members were invited.
The Supervisor thanked the Reading Center Clerks for their report, and asked for the Attorney’s report.

Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola asked to discuss his report later in the meeting.
Supervisor Eisnor agreed with the Attorney’s request and asked for the Town Clerks report.

Town Clerk, Jody Burdick reported;

In August, the Town Clerk’s office sold twelve (12) new dog licenses, renewed forty-five (45) individual dog licenses for $432.00.  Of that, $71.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $361.00. 

Renewal notices for fifty-four (54) dogs due in September were sent out on August 29, 2019.  Late notices for twelve (12) dogs due in July were sent out on August 15, 2019. 

DECALS (sporting license) sales totaled $2,721.00.  $2,593.38 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town made $127.62.

There were six (6) marriage licenses sold for $240.00.  The NYS Department of Health was sent $135.00 and the Towns’ share was $105.00.

Thirteen (13) permanent and one (1) temporary handicapped permit were issued or renewed during the month.  

One (1) dog redemption fee was collected for $10.00, one (1) peddlers permit was issued for $25.00 and one (1) genealogy request was answered for $22.00. 

Twelve (12) building permits were issued for $925.88, two (2) septic permits for $150.00 and one (1) fire inspection payments for $50.00 were also received. 

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Beverly Merriman, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Comp Alliance – notification of member loyalty program.

2. NYS Association of Towns – membership dues calculation for 2020.

3. NYS Department of State- notice of local government innovation conference.

4. Town of Westmoreland- return check to Rising Stars, incorrect pay to the order of.

5. Town of Westmoreland- notice to C.O.C.V.A.C, water leak repair.

6. NYS Committee on Open Government- training class. 

7. Rome Department of Public Works- notice of water rates for 2020.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Justice Court
Judge Ossont-July

$    9,630.00

2. Westmoreland Justice Court
Judge Bowers-July

$  10,006.00

3. County of Oneida

Sales Tax 2nd quarter

$348,618.18

4. Stanwix Heights VFD

Fuel



$        123.95

5. Westmoreland Fire District
Fuel



$     3,484.00

6. DASNY



Final Park Grant Payment
$   10,233.00

7. Clark Mills Fire District

Fuel



$        138.51

8. Frances Rockhill


Culvert Pipe Install

$        300.00         

9. Rebecca Guerrero

Park Rental


$          25.00

10. Kevin Brooks


Park Rental


$          25.00

11. COCVAC


Fuel



$    1,971.34

12. FNTS Holdings


Water Search


$          20.00
The Supervisor thanked the Town Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Hebbard stated that the painting at the Town Park has been completed.  The week of September 11th, they will be addressing the softball fields.
Councilperson Rundle spoke of the number of people utilizing the Town Park.  On any given night, the Park is packed with people.  Supervisor Eisnor stated he received a complaint stating that people are parking on the road.  Councilperson Rundle stated that at times, the current parking lots are completely full.  Councilperson Hebbard stated that he scheduled the young soccer players on Sundays in the back field.  This eliminated parking spaces out there.  Supervisor Eisnor is concerned of the safety when people are crossing that road.  Discussion turned to finding additional parking at the park before next season.
Councilperson Rundle followed up with C.O.C.V.A.C.  regarding the water leak on their property.  C.O.C.V.A.C. has been exploring their options regarding this leak.  They have determined that the least invasive way to fix the leak to tie into the main at the homeowner across the street.  This would require boring under the road and running a new line to the building. They are waiting to hear back from Murphy Excavating.
Supervisor Eisnor referred the Board to a copy if an estimate received from the Layne Company to refurbish our wells.  Ted Flint stated that for the last three (3) months we have been running off one well.  Mr. Flint explained the process involved in refurbishing the wells; pull the pump, blow out the wells, remove sludge and replace the pump.  They will check to make sure the well is then running properly.  Once well one (1) has been refurbished, the same process will commence on well #2.  The water Plant Operator stated that Layne was referred to him by C. Jack Dodson and NY Rural Water agreed that Layne is the best choice.

The Supervisor asked when the process will take place.  Mr. Flint replied in November.  Councilperson Hebbard asked if this process would increase production.  Mr. Flint stated he could only guess that it would.  Councilperson Seymour asked if the sludge from the bottom of the wells was removed also.  Mr. Flint stated yes.  Councilperson Rundle indicated that the quote states that the disposal of chemical water and sludge is an addition charge and questioned the amount of that charge.  Mr. Flint stated he was not aware of the charge but would find out.

One resident asked if refurbishing one well would have any effect on the other.  Ted Flint replied that the wells are far enough apart the process would not interfere with the opposite well.

113 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to hire the Layne Company to refurbish both well #1 and well #2 for the amount of $41,100.00, subject to legal review and cost of disposal fee.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.  


Supervisor Eisnor stated that three (3) applications have been received for the position of assessor.  Jody Thieme will also be leaving the Town in January and the Board will need to fill his position also.

A date of September 24th at 5:00 pm was set for Assessor interviews.

The Supervisor asked the Board if they want Gates-Cole to take over the Workers Comp insurance.  The Board decided to discuss this at the budget meetings.
114 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to            approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members   voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
115 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the minutes of August 12, 2019, as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
116 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #304 through #336 which totals $17,008.62.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
117 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #189 through #213 totaling $104,799.01.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
118 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Tindall Water District

Vouchers #12-#13
which total
$ 19,501.42
Westmoreland Water District 
Vouchers #64-#72
which total 
$ 18,603.39
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
The Supervisor received a notice from the City of Rome that are water rates will not be increasing in 2020. 
The Supervisor stated that the Assessor interviews will be held on September 24, 2019 at 5:00 pm,  the Budget presentation will be September 24, 2019 at 6:00 pm, and the next regular Board meeting will be held on October 14, 2019 at 6:30 pm. 
The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.
119 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to enter into an executive session to discuss pending litigation issues. All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and entered into executive session at 7:03 pm.

At 8:54 pm the Board returned from executive session.
120 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting 8:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk
