Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
November 12, 2018
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, November 12, 2018 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Barbara Phillips and Randy Rundle. Also present, Bill Cole from Gates/Cole Insurance, Bill Street from Eastern Shore Insurance, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Deputy Highway Superintendent Douglas Green, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Tax Collector Margaret Leone and six (6) residents. Codes Officer Jody Thieme and Attorney Gregory Mattacola were absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Bill Cole from Gates Cole Insurance presented the Board a quote from Huston Casualty Insurance Company the Towns Insurance Coverage in 2019.  Mr. Cole went over the quote by each line item and explained the coverages.
The Supervisor asked if anyone had any questions for Mr. Cole.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek stated that he uses his personal vehicle while out assessing homes and asked if the quote we were just given covered his vehicle as well.  Mr. Cole stated that Mr. Szareks’ personal insurance would be primary coverage and this policy would pick up after the personal coverage was exhausted.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked Mr. Cole for his presentation.

Bill Street from Eastern Shore Insurance presented the Board with the 2019 renewal quote from NYMIR.   Mr. Street explained that NYMIR Insurance is owned by its policyholders, is known for its stability and makes every effort to keep rates low.  The Towns losses have been good this year and reserves are down actually producing a 4 % rate decrease for 2019.
Mr. Street stated that two items the Town will need this year are the CDIF Appraisal and Sexual Harassment Training, both of which NYMIR will provide to us.  Mr. Street added that the Comp Alliance renewal is also included.
The Supervisor asked if anyone had any questions for Mr. Street.  There were no questions and the Supervisor asked Mr. Street when the Board had to make a decision.  Mr. Street replied that January 1, 2019 is our renewal date and a decision had to be made by that date.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor re-convened to the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report. 
The Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported;
1. Salt went up $11.13 a ton.  The Town averages 2,000 tons a winter.

2. 2005 International 10 wheeler and plow/wing and the 1964 Huber Grader are for sale on Auctions International.

3. The Highway Department has started ditching for the County.

4. Brush pickup is done for 2018.

5. I am getting quotes on pick-ups.

6. All reimbursement paperwork has been submitted and okayed. Town will be getting back $159,050.97 from NYS CHIPS and PAVENY program around December 17, 2018.

7. The motor on the generator has been serviced by the Highway Department.
The Supervisor stated that the two (2) pieces of equipment have been listed on the auctions site.  Highway Superintendent Young replied that we have at $25.00 bid on the grader and a $12,000.00 bid on the truck and still have two (2) weeks to go.  
Councilperson Rundle asked if the Town receives payment for the ditching the Highway Department is doing on County Roads.  Highway Superintendent Young replied that the Town has a contract; signed by the Board; with the County and we do receive compensation for it.
Supervisor Eisnor commended the Highway Superintendent for cleaning up behind the salt shed.  All Board members agreed that it looks great and is very well organized.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported; 
The new exemptions forms are in the hall for anyone who might need one as well as the Snow Birds for those who are leaving at the end of the month.  I will be out on the roads collecting data. As always I will be getting the new address changes to the tax collector the first part of December  or as soon as the transfer’s come from the County. 

I will try to send out the renewal exemptions in late Nov. or Dec. this year. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked how Mr. Howlett, the Assessor Clerk was doing.  Sole Assessor Szarek replied that as always, Mr. Howlett was doing a great job.
The Supervisor thanked Sole Assessor Szarek for his report and asked for the Codes Report.

Codes Officer Jody Thieme was absent but the following building permits were issued;

	Month
	Sept- 18
	         Building 
	Permits
	 & Septic
	Permits
	 Monthly
	 Report

	Date
	NO.
	Last Name
	First Name
	Address
	Tax Map ID #
	Type Of Permit
	Fee Paid

	10/02/18
	2018-0091
	Teuscher
	Dave
	5332 Old Oneida Rd
	272.000-1-26
	Demolition
	$50.00

	10/02/18
	2018-0092
	Hyman
	Scott
	5631 NYS Rt 233
	289.000-2-51
	Wheelchair Ramp
	N/C

	10/09/18
	2018-0093
	Torres
	Jose
	7201 NYS Rt 5
	326.000-1-29.3
	Garage
	$120.00

	10/09/18
	2018-0094
	Bonanza
	Joseph
	5259 Jenkins Rd
	300.000-1-45.2
	Lean To
	$40.00

	10/09/18
	2018-0095
	Westmoreland
	U.M.C.
	7286 W. Main St
	302.004-1-35
	Sign
	N/C

	10/09/18
	2018-0024A
	Hengst
	Andrew
	5231 Stop 7 Rd
	303.000-1-54.1
	Truss Sticker
	$10.00

	10/16/18
	2018-0096
	Blair
	Christine
	5282 Furnace St
	302.004-2-18
	Septic
	$75.00

	10/23/18
	2018-0097
	Seymour
	Burton
	4903 NYS Rt 233
	314.000-1-34.1
	Demolition
	$50.00

	10/23/18
	2018-0098
	Plante
	Andrew
	5468 Bushart Rd
	303.000-1-11.5
	Furnace
	$25.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$370.00


Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox reported;

Complaints




OTR



Compliant

6924 Dix Rd




7-11-18
Re-Check  

  9-18-18

Front of the house is cleaned up. The rear is progressing each week.

10-2-18 Front of the house sided, Left side more than 3/4 done. The right side is about 1/2 way done. Progress is still being made.  
4837 Station Hill Rd



9-11-18




Unlawful structure being built and the fence is in disrepair. Fence in process of being repaired and a building permit was taken out for accessory structure. Jody Thieme will monitor that progress. 

7278 W Main St, 

Return to court September 5, 2018. Progress is being made with clean up. Side porch roof rebuilt and almost complete. This was adjourned until October 3, 2018, The defendant is making progress moving toward compliance.

10-2-18 Junk piles ready to be removed. Some materials on the side porch are for finishing the roof. Expecting to be done by November 7, 2018. 
Court date scheduled for November 28, 2018.  

4852 St. Rt. 233




9-11-18

Junk and debris and Junk vehicles cited.

9-12-18 checked property with Trooper and Sheriff. No one there, building was secured. Signs of someone staying in a tent on site. According to Ken Eisnor, Mr. Burt Seymour Sr. has recently acquired the property through tax foreclosure and the deed has not changed over yet. Property Placarded Unfit Structure because there is no power.

10-9-18 Re-checked property to find the clean-up process had started. Case scheduled for court November 7, 2018. Court re-scheduled until November 28, 2018.

6212 Bartlett Rd is scheduled for court November 28, 2018. 

5283 Oneida Rd N High Grass cited

              9-17-18

9-29-18 spoke with neighbor, Kevin Boone who stated the house has been vacant for over 1 1/2 years. Researching to see if it is going into or is in foreclosure. Order to Remedy notice sent was returned undeliverable. 

Update on 5939 Rt. 26, house is scraped ready to paint. 

5442 Lowell Rd




10-22-18

10-20-18 responded to a complaint cited Junk and Debris and Damaged eave on front porch.  





1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

5211 Rt. 233 Grande’s Pizzeria


8/28/2018. 
Compliant 10/30/2018

4836 Rt. 233 Seymour's Diner

9/29/2018 Attempted re-inspection 10/2/2018, Violation still remain. Extended to 11/10/2018.  

7537 E South St The Milk House B and B           10/25/2018        

Councilperson Rundle asked for an update on the Dix Road house.  Councilperson Rundle stated that the place is still a mess and he’s just not cleaning it up fast enough.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox stated that the owner has been progressing.  The only other option is to take the owner to court, which would require a stop work order; then nothing would get done.  The Codes Enforcement Officer stated he feels that progress is being made.  

Councilperson Hebbard asked about the bed and breakfast on South Street and the legality of having a business in a residential area.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox stated that he has cited the owner and Codes Officer Thieme will be handling the process now.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Enforcement Officer for his report and stated that Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following Report;
      Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed several UFPO dig requests and 1 Emergency dig requests

· Removed 2 water meters from vacant houses and shut the water off to another.

· Replaced 2 water meters and shut off valves.

· Aqua Logics is being scheduled to replace a bad transducer on well #1 (still waiting on a quote)

· Set up to attend 2 Water Operator training classes in November. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed 2 UFPO’s 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues

The Supervisor then asked for the Reading Center Report.

Reading Center Clerk Tammy Aylesworth reported;
      In November we loaned out 248 books and 121 DVD’s for a total of 369 and 1 renewal.

      Four ladies of the book club met to discuss “Love Atomic”.                      

The Supervisor stated the Town Attorney is ill and submitted no report, and asked for the Town Clerks Report.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that the Town has received an agreement from the County in response to the Town leaving the County Workers Comp Plan.  Before he signs it, he wants the Attorney to review the language in the agreement. 

Town Clerk Jody Burdick reported;
        In October, the Town Clerk’s office sold six (6) new dog licenses, renewed sixty-two (62) individual dog licenses and one (1) purebred license for $572.00.  Of that, $97.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $475.00. 

On October 2, 2018, nine (9) late notices were sent out for dogs due in September 2018.  Renewal notices for forty-six (46) dogs due in November, were sent out on October 29, 2018.  

DECALS sales totaled $798.00; $753.97 was sent to the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.  The Town received $44.03 in commissions.  

There was one (1) marriage license issued in October totaling $40.00.  $22.50 was sent to the NYS Department of Health and the Towns’ commission was $17.50.

Seven (7) permanent handicapped permits and two (2) temporary handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Fourteen (14) certified copies were issued for $140.00 and two (2) dog redemption fees were collected for $20.00.

Six (6) building permits were issued for $295.00, four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00 and one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00.

Communications Received:

1. NYS DOT– results of speed study on Stop 7 Road.

2. Westmoreland Town Board- copy of letter sent to Planning/Zoning Board members.

3. Westmoreland Town Board- copy of advertisement for Planning/Zoning members.

4. Oneida County Combined Court-findings of assessment challenges.

5. Digital Towpath-newsletter.

6. NYS Homes and Community Renewal-fully executed copy of CDBG Grant.

7. Hawkins & Hurlbut-notice of monthly increase.

Checks Received:

1. Stanwix Heights VFD


fuel



$       410.44

2. Westmoreland Central School
fuel 6/30 to 9/30

$ 13,111.11 

             3.    Town of Bridgewater

½ Assessor school                          $        55.00

             4.    Camelot Village                                       Water payment                             $16,998.00
The Supervisor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Phillips spoke of a meeting she attended at Cornell Co-Operative Extension regarding farmland protection.  Councilperson Phillips stated that the funding we were told about is no longer available and won’t be until February 2019.  However the Co-Op will fund up to $25,000.00 for Towns to rewrite their Comprehensive Plans.  
Councilperson Phillips stated that the Comprehensive Plan for Westmoreland was well received by the Co-Op, however they feel the Town should reconsider its zoning ordinance regarding large animals (one (1) acre per large animal).  There was a short discussion on why the Town implemented this ordinance and why the Board will not consider removing it.
Councilperson Hebbard stated the Park closed for the season on October 22, 2018 due to inclement weather.  The infield mix has been ordered.
Councilperson Hebbard stated he should have quotes for the trail signs next week and that we should hear something on our grant applications within the next six (6) to eight (8) weeks.

Councilperson Rundle thanked Councilperson Hebbard and Lynn Johnson for helping him close the Park.  Councilperson Rundle foresees some updating will be needed in the spring.  Mostly new paint on the buildings and new wood chips on the playgrounds is all that will be needed.

The Supervisor stated that the walking trail upgrade has been completed.  The Supervisor would still like to purchase barriers for the Trail entrances to prevent motorized vehicles from entering.  The new pavilion is scheduled for the second week of December.
Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the Halloween Parade, Haunted Schoolhouse and refreshments put on by the Fire Department and the Historical Society on Halloween night.  The Supervisor stated the turnout was great and the Historical Society does a fantastic job on the Haunted Schoolhouse. 
The Supervisor stated the Board needs to start interviewing for Zoning Board members.  A brief discussion ensued and the date of Monday, November 19th at 6:00 pm was chosen.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place on December 8, 2018 at 6:00 pm.
The Supervisor stated the Town has been given a grant from Assemblyman Blankenbush.   The Reading Center received $8,000.00 and the Town Hall received $5,000.00 for an automatic defibrillator.  The Clerk is looking for Board approval to spend these funds on a Zoll AED Plus. 
140 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to authorize the Town Clerk to purchase one Zoll AED Plus for the Town Hall with the funds received from Assemblyman Blankenbush. All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board to e-mail him with any questions they may have regarding the insurance quotes and to be prepared to make a decision at the next Board meeting.

The Supervisor reminded all Board members that the Association of Towns meeting will be held at the Franklin Hotel in Rome on November 27, 2018 at 6:00 pm.  The speaker will be Anthony Picente who will discuss shared services and the election of officers will be held. 

Supervisor Eisnor stated he had an appointment from the Library Trustees but would like to hold off until December to make that appointment.
141 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
142 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the minutes of October 8, 2018, October 23, 2018 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
143 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #373 through #408, which totals $57,076.67.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
144 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Tindall Water District

voucher #12

which total
$     180.00
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #93-#100
which total 
$  1,275.25

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
145 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #273 through #303 totaling $217,553.46.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor reiterated that interviews will be held on November 19th starting at 6:00 pm, the Association of Towns meeting will be held on November 27, 2018 at 6:00 pm, the Tree Lighting Ceremony is scheduled for December 8, 2018 at 6:00 pm and announced the next regular meeting will be held on December 10, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  The Supervisor announced that a webinar and meeting will be held locally on Grant Writing and requested that a Board member participate in one or both.  Information will be provided to anyone who requests it. 

The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.
Supervisor Eisnor told the Board that he would like to address the way mileage reimbursement is currently being handled and develop specific guidelines at the Organizational meeting in January. 

146 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 7:18 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk
