Westmoreland Town Board
Special Meeting
July 9, 2018
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 5:00 pm, July 9m 2018 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle and Barbara Phillips.  Also present were Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Water Plant Operator Ted Flint, C. Jack Dodson of Dodson Engineering, Jeremy Silverman from GEMS Grant Writing, Dave---------from Mohawk Valley Water Authority and three residents.  

Councilperson Charles Hebbard explained that this special meeting was called in order to discuss the financial possibilities of combining the Westmoreland Water District (including the Seymour Lane extension) with the Tindall Water District and to extend the line from East South Street south on Route 233 and then east on Route 5 to and including Martin Drive.  Councilperson Hebbard introduced C. Jack Dodson.
Mr. Dodson gave a brief overview of the history of the affected water districts within the Town.
Mr. Dodson continued stating that the Town is in a good position for grant funding because of the grant we have already been awarded to install the lines to the residents of Martin Drive.  

Mr. Dodgson explained that the pressure in the Tindall District, which is supplied by MVWA; is higher than the pressure of the Westmoreland District.  This is why a pressure reducing valve was installed at the corner of East South Street and Route 233.  Several years ago a proposal was made to install a water holding tank on west side of Route 5 in order to improve the pressure in the Tindall District.  This water holding tank is cost prohibited in this water plan.
C. Jack Dodson stated the particulars of this project include removing and replacing all the asbestos mains in the Tindall Water District.  The ultimate plan is to have MVWA take over the entire district and MVWA will not assume districts with asbestos lines.  This portion of the project will cost $1,220,000.00.  Dave-------- explained that leak detection is not audible through plastic lines and therefore MVWA requires metal pipes.  

Next, a 12inch main will be run south on Route 233 to Route 5.  An 8 inch main will be run east on Route 5 up to and including Martin drive.  This portion will cost $1,335,000.00.  
Even with the size of these lines MVWA cannot accommodate a large fire flow, the pressure must be at least 880 gallons per minute.  This significantly reduces the Town’s plans for economic development in this area.  Dave -------- added that any fire flow under 880 gallons per minute would not qualify for MVWA to take over the district.

This being said, C. Jack Dodson feels that some sort of water storage tank must be included in this project.  He feels at least a 200,000 to 300,000 gallon storage will be needed on Route 5 to ensure fire flow. 
Discussion continued with questions arising on how many asbestos lines are in the Westmoreland Water District, the cost of a water storage tank on Route 5, bonding and grant issues and the ultimate cost to the District.

Given the project as it stands now; combining the districts and adding the extension, and including the current outstanding debt of the Westmoreland Water District; the EDU charge to each resident would be about $260.00 per year.  While this would be an increase for Tindall Water Users, that district would have all new water lines and the Westmoreland Water users would actually see a slight reduction on EDU charges. 
C. Jack Dodson stated he would work up some figures regarding replacing the asbestos lines in the Westmoreland District and a for a water storage tank on Rout 5.

Vincent Bonomo, of Bonomo’s Dari Isle on Route 5 asked if the Town of Kirkland had been approached to possibly share in this project.  Mr. Dodson explained that Kirkland was asked to join but had decided against it.

The subject of funding was discussed and Jeremy Silverman of GEMS Grant writing was called upon to offer suggestions.  Mr. Silverman suggested resubmitting the same Empire State Development (ESD) grant that we were denied last year.  This could be done fairly easily with few variations.  Mr. Silverman also suggested applying for a Planning and Feasibility Study grant to help defer the costs of the establishing a water district and the bond resolution, which will cost approximately $75,000.00.  Mr. Silverman stated his cost for writing these two grants will be $4,000.00.
Mr. Silverman stated there are several other grants available such as WEEHA grants and CSA grants will fund up to 50% of the project.

Mr. Dave----- reiterated that in order for MVWA to take over the district a water tower will be needed and all asbestos lines in the Tindall and Westmoreland Districts replaced.
There being no other business to discuss, Supervisor declared the special meeting closed at 6:04 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick, Town Clerk
