Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
July 9, 2018
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, July 9, 2018 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons, Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Barbara Phillips and Randy Rundle. Also present, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Codes Officer Jody Thieme, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Zoning Board Chairman Gordon Reese and six (6) residents. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Katrina Pirillo, Stop 7 Road, addressed the Board requesting a speed limit to be posted on the short end of Stop 7 Road.  Ms. Pirillo presented a petition signed by the neighbors requesting a 30 mile per hour limit on that stretch of the road.  Attorney Mattacola stated he would submit the request to the State DOT.

Scott Tarkowski, President of the Westmoreland Summer Activities Association spoke on the Craft Fair that was held at the Town Park on June 2, 2018.  Mr. Tarkowski stated they had over forty (40) crafters, music and a great turn out.  It was the most successful fundraiser held to date.

Mr. Tarkowski asked if the Highway Department could mow inside the fence at the Town Pool.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Superintendents Report.

The Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported;
      A)  The town and county roads have all been mowed once this year

      B)  We have been replacing rotted pipes in the Town on Springhouse Rd, Valley View Rd and  

            Lawrence Street

      C)  The Highway Department picked up brush for the whole town again just before July 4th

      D)  I would like to talk to the Town Board about a new 284 agreement.
Councilperson Phillips asked the Highway Superintendent how his sick employee was doing.  Highway Superintendent Young replied that the employee is still out of work and his doctors are now exploring possible lung problems.
Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that the Town’s request for an additional laborer position has been approved by the County.  The Board needs to decide what hourly rate will be afforded to this position.  Discussion commenced.

89 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to establish a pay rate of $12.00 per hour for the newly established part-time laborer position. This position will be available from May 15 through October 15.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Highway Superintendent Young advised the Board that he would like to amend the 284 agreement.  Prices have increased since the original quotes were given in January.   To accommodate for this, he would like to try some Cold Pave Mill/Fill through Suit Coat.  
The old Agreement:




The new Agreement:

Daily Rd-Hot Pave 1.16 miles $96,500

Daily Rd-Hot Pave 1.16 miles $104,500


Creaser Rd-Hot Pave .60 miles $52,000

Creaser Rd-Fiber Chip .60 miles $16,300

Springhouse Rd-Hot Pave .76 miles $63,000

Springhouse Rd-Hot Pave .76 miles $68,625

Peckville Rd-Hot Pave .63 miles $52,500

Peckville Rd-Cold Shim .65 miles $51,234


Humphrey Rd-Hot Pave .56 miles $46,300

Humphrey Rd-Cold Shim .56 miles $44,345


Masonic Dr- Hot Pave .10 miles $13,200

Masonic Dr- Hot Pave .10 miles $15,000


Birch Lane- Hot Pave .13 miles $16,880

Birch Lane- Hot Pave .13 miles $17,850

Misc. materials- $47,168



Tudman Rd- Chip Seal 1.66 miles $22,500








Moore Rd- Hot Pave .56 miles $48,300








Misc. materials- $94,473 


Total $387,548






Total $483,127

Highway Superintendent Young stated that between the Town’s funding (250,000), the CHIP funding (112,000), PAVENY (26,612.76) and the Winter Recovery Funding (21,229.74), he will have sufficient funding to support the new agreement, and have around $17,000 left over to buy stone and culvert pipes.  In order for the Town to get reimbursement from the above stated funds, the Board must make a resolution indicating the Town’s desire to submit and seek reimbursement.
90 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to accept the 2018 Road Work Agreement (284) as amended.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
91 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to authorize the Highway Superintendent to apply for and receive funding from PAVENY and the Winter Recoveries Fund.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated he will call the County and ask them for the $3,000.00 in stone they promised.

Highway Superintendent Young stated that there is a mandatory meeting on Friday, July 13, 2018 to sign the final paperwork for the reimbursement from the County for the storm Stella.  Once this paperwork is signed, the Town will receive the money.

Councilperson Seymour asked how the mower situation is coming along.  The Highway Superintendent replied that Montage came here, fixed the mower and it has been working wonderfully ever since.

Supervisor Eisnor asked where we stand with the road striping.  Highway Superintendent Young stated that the equipment need has been purchased and is here.  It will be installed in his vehicle this week and then he will train on the proper way to use it.  Hopefully, we will begin in a week or so.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported; 
The Final roll was turned in to the Town Clerk.  Assessor Szarek advised the Board that the senior exemption will be changing this year.  The details are currently being worked out but it appears the State will be administering the whole process. I will be attending classes if they are close by.
The Supervisor thanked Sole Assessor Szarek for his report and asked for the Codes Report.

Codes Officer Jody Thieme reported;

	Month
	June- 18
	         Building 
	Permits
	 & Septic
	Permits
	 Monthly
	 Report

	Date
	NO.
	Last Name
	First Name
	Address
	Tax Map ID #
	Type Of Permit
	Fee Paid

	06/01/18
	2018-0029
	Jones
	Cory
	6300 Lower Lawrence
	273.000-2-7
	Addition
	$75.00

	06/01/18
	Planning
	Sedorovich
	Yuri
	Station Hill
	
	Business
	$150.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0030
	Shafer
	Joe
	5622 Route 233
	289.000-2-65
	Com.Bldg
	$720.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0031
	West
	Robert
	7590 Stone Rd
	303.000-1-43.8
	Pool
	$30.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0032
	Correll
	Timothy
	6531 Dix Rd
	273.000-1-15.4
	Demo
	$50.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0033
	Correll
	Timothy
	6531 Dix Rd
	273.000-1-15.4
	Garage
	$108.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0034
	Dunster
	Robert
	6622 Denslow Dr
	313.000-2-48.4
	Fence
	$20.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0035
	Barringer
	Charles
	6274 Skinner Rd
	301.000-2-51
	Residence
	$326.00

	06/05/18
	2018-0036
	Barringer
	Charles
	6274 Skinner Rd
	301.000-2-51
	Septic
	$75.00

	06/07/18
	2018-0037
	Mahanna
	Margery
	6699 Cooper St
	314.000-1-52
	Septic
	$75.00

	06/07/18
	2018-0038
	Petronella
	Tracy
	5080 Tudman Rd
	313.000-2-4
	Accessory
	$62.40

	06/07/18
	2018-0039
	American
	Tower
	6046 Schieferstine
	287.000-1-18.1
	Retrofit
	$50.00

	06/12/18
	2018-0040
	Camelot
	Village
	13 Greentree Blvd
	274.000-1-21.3
	Residence
	$150.00

	06/12/18
	2018-0041
	Livigni
	Gabriel
	7345 Pryor Rd
	316.000-2-62
	Pool
	$30.00

	06/12/18
	2018-0042
	Livigni
	Gabriel
	7345 Pryor Rd
	316.000-2-62
	Hot Tub
	$30.00

	06/12/18
	2018-0043
	Peet
	David
	6953 Route 5
	326.000-38.1
	Accessory
	$63.60

	06/14/18
	2018-0044
	Denslow
	Tom
	26 Seymour Lane
	314.000-1-56.8
	Storage Bldg
	$338.40

	06/19/18
	2018-0045
	Taverne
	Tom
	5584 Route 26
	300.000-1-7.1
	Sign
	$60.00

	06/19/18
	2018-0046
	Carroll
	James
	5880 Bartlett Rd
	289.000-1-36.1
	Extension
	$0.00

	06/21/18
	2018-0047
	Kessler
	Dale
	6403 Dix Rd
	273.000-1-16
	Deck
	$25.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Alteration
	$2,438.40


Orders to Remedy were written for:
1) 5396 Rte. 26 

2) 6152 Rte 26 

3) 5244 Tudman Rd. 

4) 7314 E. Main St.

 Court paperwork filed for 7278 W Main St scheduled for June 6, 2018. 

Fire Inspections were completed for:

1) 4908 Moore Rd Hecla Church 

2) 7277 W Main St Masonic Lodge 
Councilperson Phillips commented that this months’ report appears to be the same as last months.  Codes Officer Thieme explained that these orders to remedy take at least 30 days to rectify.  Supervisor Eisnor asked if follow-up dates could be added, indicating when the property was last seen.
Councilperson Hebbard stated that requested the codes office to look into the vehicles outside of the Lairdsville Fire Department and still nothing has been done.  Codes Officer Thieme stated he would replay the information to Codes Enforcement Officer, Fred Fox.

Councilperson Rundle expressed concern over the condition of the property on the corner of Route 233 and East Main Street. The construction crew left large holes that are dangerous for area 6youth.  Codes Officer Thieme stated an order to remedy will be issued.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Officer for his report and stated that Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following Report;
      Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed several UFPO dig requests

· “LT2” water sampling continuing every 2 weeks until October 12th.

· Going to begin hydrant flushing (all 3 systems) second weekend of July

· Sent #2 chlorinator out to Gartner Equipment to get serviced – still under warrantee. 

· We replaced the filters in both filter banks the second weekend of June. We received some calls about cloudy water which was resolved by adjusting the incoming water pressure.

· Ordered a new transducer for the #2 well. Transducer is bad and we cannot get a good reading on the water level in that well. Coming from Agua Logics. 
Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – (had the sample come back coliform positive and had to resample. Following 3 samples came back negative)

· Performed several UFPO’s 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed a couple UFPO’s

The Supervisor then asked for the Reading Center Report.

Head Reading Center Clerk Charles Kenneally reported;
In June we loaned out 1020 items, registered 4 new patrons, and purchased new books totaling   

$207.75. Book Club: eleven people met to read and discuss “The Italian Teacher”.      

The Supervisor asked for the Attorneys Report.

Attorney Gregory Mattacola reported that he will be attending the court date set for the order to remedy for the house on Main St.  
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerks Report.

Town Clerk Jody Burdick reported;
In June, the Town Clerk’s office sold six (6) new dog licenses, renewed fifty-nine (59) individual dog licenses for $490.00.  Of that, $72.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $418.00. 

On June 14, 2018, twenty-four (24) late notices were sent out for dogs due in May 2018.  Renewal notices for eighty-five (85) dogs due in July were sent out on June 28, 2018.

DECALS sales totaled $88.00; $882.02 was sent to the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation.  The Town received $15.98 in commissions.  

There were three marriage licenses issued in June totaling $120.00.  $67.50 was sent to the NYS Department of Health and the Towns’ commission was $52.50.

Five (5) permanent handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Seven (7) certified copies were issued for $70.00.

Eleven (17) building permits were issued for $2,138.40, one Planning/Zoning referral for $150.00 and two (2) septic permits were issued for $150.00.

The requirements for the 2020 Census have been completed and sent back on June 28, 2018.

Communications Received:

1. Comp Alliance – 2017 Financial Report.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Justice Court

May 2018-Justice Ossont        $  8,388.00

2. Westmoreland Justice Court

May 2018-Justice Bowers      
$  7,931.00 

3. Edward Dodge



park rental


$       25.00

4. Ashlee Lashen



park rental


$       25.00

5. Jace Janczewski


park rental


$       25.00

6. Kevin Brooks



park rental


$       25.00

7. Diane DeFazio



park rental


$       25.00

8. County of Oneida


Returned Re-levies

$22,425.80

9. COCVAC



Fuel



$  5,663.99

10. Charter Communications

Franchise Fees


$22,130.87  

The Supervisor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Rundle asked what the current condition of the wells is.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that because it has been so dry, the wells are low.  The pressure will be turned down tonight to preserve water.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the cost for the large meters for the Westmoreland Businesses is $10,677.00.  The Board decided to postpone spending these funds at this time and have the business meters read by the Water Plant Operators. 
Supervisor Eisnor stated he was approached by Emily Smzurlo asking for 100 hours of Community service to complete her HOBY Leadership project.  HOBY is an organization committed to instilling leadership qualities in today’s youth.  Ms. Smzurlo would like to pull the weeds surrounding the fence at the Bartlett Cemetery and then pain the fence.  A short discussion commenced regarding the type of tools that would be used. Supervisor Eisnor agreed to contact Ms. Smzurlo to discuss the project with her.  This item was tabled until then.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that the Whiteman Farms has once again submitted an application the Farmland Protection Implementation Grant and is seeking the Boards endorsement.  Attorney Mattacola quickly reviewed the application and approved of its’ wording.

WHEREAS, Steve and Linda Wightman are the owners of the Wightman Farm, consisting of approximately 204 acres in tax parcels 326.000-2-75.1; 326.000-2-76; 326.000-2-78.1 and 316.000-2-78.3 in the Town of Westmoreland, Oneida County (the “Property”); and

WHEREAS, Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust is a New York not-for-profit corporation to accept, purchase, and hold conservation easements under section 170(h) of the Code and Treasury Regulation Section 1.170A-14(c); and

WHEREAS, the Property is located within Oneida County’s Agricultural District 5 created pursuant to Article 25-AA of the New York State Agriculture and Markets. It is the purpose of this article to provide a locally-initiated mechanism for the protection and enhancement of New York State’s agricultural land as a viable segment of the local and state economies of the local and state economies and as an economic and environmental resource of major importance; and 

WHEREAS, the Property is located within Oneida County, which adopted a Farmland Protection Plan in June 2017.  Specifically Goal 5 is to protect important farmland resources by encouraging and supporting landowner applications for NYS’s PDR program.  The Wightman Farm is located in a Priority Farmland Area; and 
WHEREAS, the Property is located within the Town of Westmoreland, which is located outside the designated service area of Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust, however, the Land Trust has agreed that since there are no active land trusts working in this portion of Oneida County they will work with the County and towns on farmland protection projects that are locally supported in Oneida County north of the Thruway; and
WHEREAS, the Property is located within the Town of Westmoreland, which adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 2006; and 

WHEREAS, the Property consists primarily of productive agricultural land.  The Property, which is 204 acres, contains 163 acres in active crops and livestock production, 142 acres of prime soils and 3 acres of soils of statewide importance as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation Service; and 

WHEREAS, Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust determined that accepting this easement on the Property will enhance the long-term agricultural values of the Property and forward it’s mission of protecting the wildlands, working forests and farms of the Tug Hill region and surrounding areas, and to promote appreciation of the region’s natural and cultural heritage, for present and future generations; and

WHEREAS, Whiteman Farm and Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust agree the purpose of the agricultural easement will be to perpetually conserve viable agricultural land by preventing the conversion for non-farm uses.  In achieving such prevention, the Property shall be forever reserved for continued agricultural use. 

92 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to endorse the submission of an application for a Farmland Implementation Program Grant for the Whiteman Farm by the Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust.  If funded, this grant will provide funding from the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets to purchase the development rights (Agriculture conservation easement) on the Whiteman Farm.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that Tammi Aylesworth has applied for the Reading Center Clerk position.  Supervisor Eisnor has interviewed her and feels she would be a good fit in the position.  

93 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to appoint Tammy Aylesworth as the Reading Center Clerk.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

94 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to employ the services of Jeremy Silverman of GEMS to reapply for the ESD Consolidated Funding Grant and an Infrastructure Grant to help offset the engineering and district formation costs.  The grant writing fees are not to exceed $4,000.00.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

95 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to authorize the Attorney to submit to the Sate DOT, the petition and request a speed limit reduction on the short end of Stop 7 Road.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
96 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
97 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and place on file the minutes of June 11, 2018 as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

98 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #163 through #184 totaling $68,008.15.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
99 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:

Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #55-#61
which total        $   1,158.43
Spencer Water District

voucher #8

which total
$   1,045.20

Camelot Water District

voucher #4

which total
$ 14,894.10




All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

100 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #211 through #248, which totals $25,217.29.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor announced the next regular meeting will be held on August 13, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  He then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor re-convened to the Regular Session.

101 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to enter into executive session to discuss an employee issue.  All Board members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and the Board entered into executive session at 7:25pm. 
At 7:54 the Board returned from executive session.
102 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 7:55 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

