Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
March 12, 2018
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm, March 12, 2018 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Burton Seymour Jr., Barbara Phillips and Randy Rundle. Also present, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Codes Officer Jody Thieme, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and eight (8) residents. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Lillian Rundle, Dix Road addressed the Board concerning a problem she is having with three (3) neighborhood dogs that are constantly in her yard.  She stated that the dogs are friendly, but she is afraid of falling and hurting herself.  She has reported the problem to the Dog Control Officer who in turn spoke with the dogs owners on several occasions.  The dogs continue to come into her yard.  Attorney Mattacola explained that neither the Town or the County have a lease law.  The next time the dogs appear Mrs. Rundle should call the dog control officer and request that an appearance ticket be issued.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported;
        A)  Started working on bucket truck to get back in working order

      B)  Parts room is all cleaned up and organized

      C)  Attended DOT meeting in Syracuse regarding Culvert Grant

      D)  Started cutting brush around needed areas in Town

      E)   We have had some culvert pipes in Town collapse, two on Springhouse Road

      F)   Got over 18” of snow in a day, was a tough day to try to keep up

      G)   Jody got our Grantway ID# for Grants we want to apply for in the future

Councilperson Seymour asked the Highway Superintendent about the status of the bucket truck.  Superintendent Young stated that all repairs have been made; the vehicle has been inspected and is road worthy.  The total cost of repairs was about $450.00.

Councilperson Seymour also inquired about the new plow truck and the mower.  The Highway Superintendent stated that the new plow truck is on order and the mower is currently in working order.  The manufacturer has given the Town a one (1) year warranty from the date of the last repair.  Supervisor Eisnor added that he also spoke with the mower company and they finally installed a larger pump; which they feel will rectify all our problems. 
Highway Superintendent Young provided the Board with the 2018 Highway Work Agreement (284 agreement) and asked for their approval.  The Board reviewed the proposed work agreement and discussed the status of all the roads in Town.  Each Board member signed the 284 agreement.

Councilperson Rundle applauded the work done by the Highway Department during the last snowfall. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported; 
The Exemptions are in. Warren is in the office from 9am to Noon daily. The data collection and Permits for 2017 as well as the first two months of 2018 permits are done. I will be going to Jefferson Community College March 29th.  The equal rate should be 63% this year down .5% from last years 63.5%.

The Supervisor thanked Sole Assessor Szarek for his report and asked for the Codes Report.

Codes Officer Jody Thieme reported;

	Month
	Feb- 18
	         Building 
	Permits
	 & Septic
	Permits
	 Monthly
	 Report

	Date
	NO.
	Last Name
	First Name
	Address
	Tax Map ID #
	Type Of Permit
	Fee Paid

	02/20/18
	2018-9998
	Galvanizing
	Hubbell
	Rt.233
	
	Storage Permit
	$240.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$240.00


Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Officer for his report and stated that Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following Report;
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues

· Performed 2 UFPO dig requests and 1 emergency UFPO.

· “LT2” water sampling continuing every 2 weeks until October 12th.

· Continuing to replace shut-off valves throughout the water system to facilitate the installation of the new water meters that MVWA is installing. 

· Working with Gartner Equipment to repair chlorinator issues.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO’s.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed one UFPO.
The Supervisor then asked for the Reading Center Report.

Head Reading Center Clerk Charles Kenneally reported;
 In February we loaned out 840 items, registered five (5) new patrons. Total Mid-York invoice dated 1/31/18 is $1,014.19.
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13500 Book Purchases per attached EACH 1.000 128740 12874

40813 processing foe EACH 1.000 1500 150

46500 Supplies EACH 1.000 25300 2530
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     Book Club: eleven people met to read and discuss “The Radium Girls”

     02/21/18 – The new computers have been installed at the Reading Center.   
Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that the Clerk has received a resignation letter from Charles Kenneally effective May 31, 2018.

46 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to advertize for a clerk to replace Charles Kenneally in the Reading Center.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Attorneys Report.

Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola reported;

Attorney Mattacola stated it has been pretty quite on his end.  He has been preparing for a couple of court cases coming up.
The Supervisor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s Report.

Town Clerk Jody Burdick reported;
In February, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog licenses and renewed forty-nine (49) individual dog licenses for $450.00.  Of that, $71.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $379.00. 

On February 6, 2018, twenty-five (25) late notices were sent out for dogs due in January 2018.  Renewal notices for sixty (60) dogs due in March were sent out on February 26, 2018.

There were no DECALS sales.  

Two marriage licenses were issued in January totaling $80.00.  Of that, $45.00 was sent to the New York State Department of Health and the Town received $35.00.

Nine (9) permanent handicapped permits and three (3) temporary handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Three (3) certified copies were issued for $30.00.

Two (2) trailer storage permits were issued in the month of February totaling $240.00.

On February 21, 2018, AARP came and prepared tax returns for twenty-two (22) seniors free of charge.  They will return on March 21, 2018 to process tax filings for another twenty individuals.

Communications Received:

1. Westlanders-thank you for funding.

2. Cornell Center for Materials Research- funding opportunities.

3. Westmoreland United Methodist Church-bake sale request.
4. Oneida County Health Department- opinion regarding installation of artificial turf on football field.
Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Justice Court
Jan. 2018-Justice Ossont

$   10,431.00

2. Westmoreland Justice Court
Jan. 2018-Justice Bowers

$   11,274.00

3. Westmoreland Fire District
Fuel



$       1,576.65

4. Westmoreland Fire District 
Workers Comp Payment

$       3,848.00  

5. Westmoreland Fire District
Workers Comp Bill 2018

$     11,136.00  

6. Central Oneida County Ambulance
Fuel



$      5,336.22
 

7. Westmoreland Central School
Fuel



$     23,636.98

8. County of Oneida


Snow Removal


$   105,630.00

9. County of Oneida


4th Quarter Sales Tax

$   322,191.10

10. Christine & Michael Golden
Park Rental


$             25.00

11. Erie Insurance


Property Damage Payment
$           605.50   

12. Clark Mills Fire District

Fuel



$           250.94

13. Rebecca Brown


Park Rental


$              25.00


14. HD Supply


refund-overpayment

$            306.90

15. Grainger



refund-overpayment

$            115.38  

The Supervisor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Rundle stated he thinks the Town should consider extending the sidewalk from the Middle School, south on NYS Route 233 to the Rising Stars facility.  He added that many students walk to Rising Stars after school and with the snowfall we have had this year, they are walking in Rt. 233.  If there were sidewalks, the School would be able to groom them as they do with the existing sidewalks.  Councilperson Hebbard stated he measured it out and it is approximately 175’.  Because the sidewalk would run along a State Route, permission would be need from the State DOT and a NYS work permit would have to be issued.  Councilperson Rundle will pursue.
Councilperson Hebbard stated he was approached by a Dean Tyczynski of Little League asking what is needed to have the Little League parade before the opening day; May 5, 2018. Councilperson Hebbard was told that a road closing permit would need to be obtained from the County as the parade route is East Main Street, which is a County road.
Councilperson Hebbard spoke of a conference call he participated in between NYSDOH, EFC, Office of Community Renewal, C. Jack Dodson and Jeremy Silverman (GEMS).  The purpose of the call was to determine a way for the Town to secure the additional $1,350,000.00 needed to complete the Westmoreland Water line extension.  Councilperson Hebbard stressed that all of the organizations on the call want this project to move forward.  Several different scenarios were offered and the Board reviewed the different proposals.  Councilperson Hebbard suggested that first and foremost, the Town sign the Contract with CDBG to secure the funds already offered in the amount of $501,000.00.  The Councilperson Hebbard stated he would like to see the Board form a District, adopt a bond resolution, provide a map, plan and report and request an environmental review.  This would prepare the Town to apply for funding for the October 2018 round of grants.  The cost for the above would range between $30,000.00 and $40,000.00.  If the Town were awarded the Grant, these costs would be reimbursable from DWSR.
47 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to have the Attorney review the CDBG grant acceptance agreement and if approved authorize the Supervisor to sign the agreement. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that we have ten (10) residences in the Westmoreland Water District that have not converted to the MVWA meter.  Councilperson Hebbard has distributed letters.  Councilperson Rundle stated that the Westmoreland School meters have not been change over yet.  Supervisor Eisnor explained that businesses and large meter owners will be addressed in round 2 and he is working on that. 
Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that he has determined that neither the City of Rome nor the Town of Westmoreland is billing the State houses on Dewey Road.  Hubert Pritchard feels those homes were already on the Rome water line when the Spencer Settlement District was formed.  The Supervisor and the Water Plant Operator plan on checking those homes as soon as the weather permits.

The Supervisor continued stating that MVWA has offered to install meters in the Spencer Settlement District free of charge, and read and bill for the same rate they charge for the Tindall and Westmoreland Districts.  Rome has also shown some interest but the Town would have to pay for and install the meters before Rome could read and process the bills.
The Supervisor stated that an Association of Towns meeting will be held on March 28, 2018 at the Franklin Hotel.  Anyone interested in attending needs to inform the Town Clerk before March 22, 2018.
Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that NYMIR will be here on Tuesday to discuss processes that NYMIR offers that we have not been taking advantage of.  He asked the Highway Superintendent and the Town Clerk to join him in the meeting.

Supervisor Eisnor asked if any Board members would be available on April 11, 2018 to attend a conference in Mohawk concerning the process of changing out street lights to LED lights.  While at the NYC Conference, Supervisor Eisnor heard several complaints from different Towns regarding this issue.  Councilperson Seymour and Rundle agreed to attend.
The Supervisor asked the Board if there were any questions on the Highway Work Agreement.  As the Board reviewed the agreement, Councilperson Hebbard had several questions that were answered by the Highway Superintendent.

48 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour to accept the 284, Road Work Agreement in the amount of 387,548.25.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that MVWA offers a service to clean the water storage tank for $22,000.00.  He asked if the Board was interested in this service.  The Board agreed that the tank should need maintenance for another year or so and will contact MVWA then.
49 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
50 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the minutes of February 12, 2018 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

51 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #65 through #99, which totals $33,528.25.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
52  A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #44 through #81 totaling $100,441.87.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
53  A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #3-4

which totals
          $ 13,415.28
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #18-#29
which total
          $ 59,911.13
Spencer Water District

voucher #4

which totals                    $      228.00
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that Highway Superintendent Young met with Cintas regarding uniforms for the men.  He asked the Highway Superintendent what he thought.  Highway Superintendent Young stated that the cost was very appealing. Supervisor Eisnor stated that they can also supply bathroom products and chemical dispensing units as well as the uniforms for the same cost we pay now.  The Board would like to review the plan and asked for the Cintas representatives to appear at the next meeting.
Supervisor Eisnor announced the next regular meeting will be held on April 9, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  He then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor re-convened to the Regular Session.
The Supervisor indicated a motion was needed to enter into executive session to discuss pending litigation.

54 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to enter into executive session to discuss pending litigation.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and entered into executive session at 7:23pm.

At 7:50 pm, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session. 

55 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to advertise for a part time Court Clerk as defined by Civil Service.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
56 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 7:52 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

