Westmoreland Town Board

Public Hearing Water Extension
June 27, 2017
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this Public Hearing to order at 6:00 P.M., Tuesday June 27, 2017, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present were Councilpersons Hubert Pritchard, Burton Seymour Jr. and Charles Hebbard.  Also present were Grant Writer Jeremy Silverman, and four (4) residents.

The Supervisor introduced Mr. Silverman and asked him to explain the purpose of this Public Hearing.

Mr. Silverman read the following legal notice as it appeared in the Rome Daily Sentinel on June 17, 2017:

“NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - The Town of Westmoreland will submit a funding application to the New York State Office of Homes and Community Renewal through the Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) process on or about July 28, 2017, in an amount not to exceed $750,000 under the Community Development Block Grant Public Infrastructure Program. The purpose of this public hearing will be to discuss Town’s potential water system improvements, this year’s application, and other community project ideas. For this year, the Town is proposing to submit an application to improve the water supply on Martin Drive.
A public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on June 27, 2017 at the Town Office Building, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York 13490. The Town will describe the Community Development Block Grant program and will seek public input on the proposed 2017 Competitive Round Public Infrastructure Application. Citizens are encouraged to attend. 
Written comments concerning the proposed application may be submitted to the Town Board, Town of Westmoreland Offices, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York 13490, to the attention of Kenneth Eisnor, Town Supervisor, regarding the 2017 Community Development Block Grant Public Infrastructure Program.”

Mr. Silverman went on to explain that a Community Block Grant is a Federal Grant which provides funding for infrastructure upgrades for low to moderate income communities. 
Mr. Silverman asked for questions from the attendees.  Those Martin Drive residents in attendance were very responsive to this idea and had several questions.  Most wanted to know how soon they could get the water and how it would affect their taxes.

Mr. Silverman explained that the grant will not be awarded until December of 2017, but if the Town is awarded the grant planning would start next year.  He added that a Community Block Grant is to fund those individuals that may not be otherwise able to fund themselves.  This project will not affect the taxes of those Martin Drive residents that participate.
Councilperson Pritchard added that it was a Community Block Grant that enabled the Town to provide sewer for Martin Drive residents with no hookup costs.

The residents of Martin Drive asked if there will be a fee for the water.  Supervisor Eisnor explained that a fee is charged either quarterly or semi-annually for the amount of water used in the household.  

Councilperson Pritchard stated that it is important to realize that this project is not just for the residents of Martin Drive.  The project itself is to extend the district from South Street, south on NYS Route 233 and east up NYS Route 5, to include Martin Drive.  This will create a new district.  If the Town does not receive all the grants that are applied for to complete the project, then the Town will not be able to proceed.
Councilperson Pritchard and Councilperson Hebbard spoke of the hopes that Mohawk Valley Water Authority will ultimately take over the district all together.

C. Jack Dodson, engineer for the project arrived at 6:18 pm.

The residents were surprised to learn that NYS Route 5 does not already have water.

A short discussion ensued regarding the current situation of the well on Martin Drive and if the general consensus of the residents wanted municipal water.

Councilperson Hebbard advised those present that the Town is exploring every avenue available to obtain the funds for this project.

Councilperson Pritchard stated that the Town will be applying for at least two grants for this project.

Finally the residents asked if all grants are awarded to the Town, how long before they have water.  C. Jack Dodson stated construction is two years out. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked if there were any other questions.  There being no one wishing to address the Board further, Supervisor Eisnor closed this public hearing at 6-26 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk
.

