Westmoreland Town Board
Regular meeting

February 9, 2015

Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:32 P.M. at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Scott Brown, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present at this meeting was Recreation Director Jerrid Otis, Codes Officer Gary Schreppel, Legal Representation from the Mattacola Law Firm Lisa Tabor, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, Zoning Board Chairman Gordon Reese, Planning Board member Charles Smith and four (4) residents.  Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy was absent.

The Supervisor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Samuel Northrup, a Boy Scout from New Hartford addressed the Board stating that he working on his Eagle Scout designation.  For his project, he is proposing to build five (5) picnic tables to be used at the Town Pool.  He presented the Board with plans and projected costs. He is asking the Town for funding to procure the materials needed to construct the picnic tables, $550.00.  The tables will be built in Mr. Northrup’s own workshop and transported to the designated area once completed.   

Supervisor Eisnor thanked Mr. Northrup for his presentation and indicated the Board would discuss and vote on this topic later in tonight’s meeting. 

Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Recreation Directors Report.

Recreation Director Jerrid Otis updated the Board on the status of the newly formed Westmoreland Parks and Recreation Association.  He stated there are currently two (2) other members and interest has been shown by seven (7) others.  They have established regular meetings on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:00 P.M. at the Westmoreland Town Hall and completed a draft copy of their by-laws which has been turned over to the Attorney.  Mr. Otis stated with the by-laws the Attorney can begin the 501 designation process.  Once that is completed, the Attorney can continue the process to obtain the 5013C designation.  Mr. Otis stipulated that until the 5013C designation is obtained, fundraising will be limited.  Mr. Otis continued stating that the primary question right now for the Parks & Recreation Association is whether or not the pool will be opening.
Mr. Otis stated that he finally made contact with Bill Forrester of Design Pools & Spas in Forestport, NY regarding repairs to our pool.  Mr. Forrester was not optimistic that all the repairs could be completed for the grant amount of $75,000.00.  He had several questions regarding the repairs that Mr. Otis answered, however, there was one question regarding the main drain replacement that is still unclear.
Councilperson Hebbard asked Mr. Otis if he could attend the Parks & Recreation Association meetings.  Mr. Otis replied absolutely and he would welcome Councilperson Hebbard’s input.

Councilperson Brown asked about the general consensus of the Parks and Recreation members regarding the pool.  Mr. Otis replied that one is very avid concerning the need for the pool and the other is on the fence.  Mr. Otis stated that while he doesn’t necessarily want the pool to close, personally he feels the funds could be better used in other areas to provide more activities to reach a wider population.

Supervisor Eisnor commented that he feels fundraising year after year will pose a problem for the Parks & Recreation Association.  There are so many great charities out there asking for donations that the pool may be low on people’s priority list.

Gordon Reese asked how many people the pool accommodates every year.  Mr. Otis explained that while the pool may see over 1,000 entries each season, the exact number of individuals is unclear.  He would approximate the number at 300.

Councilperson Pritchard asked about the number of children who received Red Cross swimming lessons at the pool last year. Mr. Otis replied again that is unclear.  The first session had approximately ninety (92) participates and the second session had sixty-eight (68) participates, however, some children who took the first session returned for the second.  

Councilperson Hebbard added that the attendance from Oriskany was also down last year and that may directly affect Oriskanys’ donation this year.

There being no one else wishing to speak to the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Superintendents Report.

Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy was home sick but had submitted the following report;
      A)  We have been busy mixing sand and salt.

       B)  There has been a small accident with the new truck, no injury but damage to the plow tower and   wing.

       C)  The guys have been busy keeping the roads clear and safe.  During the last big storm, many trucks broke down, but were fixed and back on the road shortly.

       D)  We need to discuss the ditching agreement between the Town and County.

       E)   Best wishes for a speedy recovery to Hubert and Nancy.

The Supervisor stated that we received a call today from resident Tony Barone on Shed Road commending the Highway for the great job they are doing plowing this year.

Supervisor Eisnor supplied the Board with a spreadsheet showing the weekly amount of overtime each highway employee has had so far this plowing season.

The Supervisor then asked for the Assessor’s Report.
Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported that the exemptions are still coming in at a steady pace and the fieldwork is going well.  He has a meeting on Thursday of this week to determine the Towns equalization rate.  Assessor Szarek stated he will be having surgery on Tuesday but expects to be back on the roads Saturday and Sunday.

The Supervisor thanked the Sole Assessor for his report and asked for the Codes Report.

Codes Officer Gary Schreppel reported;

     A)  9- Permits Issued  

                 B)  Collected $327.00 in fees

                 C)  One Complaint of cellar pump water flowing on to neighbor’s property

     D)  Tentative opening for the medical facility is May 1st. 
	Building
	Permits
	Septic
	 Systems 
	Monthly Report
	Jan 2015
	 
	 

	Date
	NO.
	Last Name
	First Name
	Address
	Tax Map ID #
	Type Of Permit
	Fee Paid

	1/5/15
	2015-0001
	Laforest
	David
	6032 Lower Lawrence Street
	288.000-2-22.4
	Solar
	$25.00

	1/12/15
	2015-0002
	Senecal
	Paul
	6218 West Carter Road
	273.000-1-50.5
	Addition
	$22.00

	1/13/15
	2015-0003
	Bridgett
	Patricia
	6527 Skinner Road
	301.000-2-19.1
	Solar
	$25.00

	1/15/15
	2015-0004
	Bart
	Christine
	6855 Dix Road
	274.000-1-56
	Septic
	$45.00

	1/15/15
	2015-0005
	Humphrey
	Catherine
	7421 East Main Street
	303.003-1-8
	Demolition
	$20.00

	1/23/15
	2015-0006
	Chapman
	Tim & Renee
	5251 Bartlett Road
	302.000-2-5
	Septic
	$45.00

	1/23/15
	2015-0007
	Gubbins
	Rachel
	6221 Bartlett Road
	274.000-1-1.1
	Solar
	$25.00

	1/27/15
	2015-9999
	Gibbs
	Kevin
	6075 NYS Route 233
	274.000-2-42
	Storage
	$120.00

	1/29/15
	2015-0008
	VanVechten
	Art
	6225 Greenway Lowell Road
	272.000-1-27
	Demolition-Agri
	$0.00

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	$327.00


Councilperson Pritchard advised the Codes Officer that there is a house on Shed Road that has had a truckload of old tires sitting out for years.  The tires are starting to spill out and he asked the Codes Officer to address the issue.

Councilperson Husted asked if the demolition permit that was issued on January 15, 2015 was done before or after the actual demolition was performed.  Codes Officer Schreppel stated it was issued before.

Councilperson Pritchard asked about the requirements for roof mounted solar panels.  Codes Officer Schreppel indicated that an engineering report is required to ascertain whether the building is structurally sound to support the weight of the solar panels.  If so, the permit is issued.  Councilperson Pritchard asked about those solar panels that are mounted on a pedestal base.  The Codes Officer indicated that currently there are no requirements.  He continued by stating that the Board would need to enact a local law and change the zoning law if stipulations on pedestal based solar panels are desired.  A short discussion ensued.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Officer for his report, indicated there was no water report submitted and asked for the Reading Center Report.

Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden reported;

In January we loaned out 1,033 items, registered two (2) new patrons, and purchased twenty   

(20) New books from Mid-York Library System for $314.89.  Volunteers have been weeding out torn and dirty, and checking shelves to see if we already have this month’s donated books. New books can be cataloged and added to our collection.
The Supervisor thanked Ms. McFadden for her report and asked for the Attorneys Report.

Attorney Lisa Tabor reported on behalf of Gregory Mattacola;

A. Corresponded with Oneida County & new insurer regarding the Town’s workers’ compensation plan;

B. Assisted the Town in contacting residents regarding water meters in the Tindall Water District;

C. Corresponded with the Village Veterinary Hospital; and 

D. Assisted the Town with multiple miscellaneous issues.

Ms. Tabor stated their office has heard back from the Village Veterinary Hospital.  They are not willing to further reduce the amount of the bill sustained by the stray dog.  The Towns options are now to either pay the bill or wait and see if legal action is taken.
Attorney Tabor stated that the workers compensation seems to be making a smooth transition.  She also stated that she is in possession of the by-law draft submitted by the Parks & Recreation Association and will review them.
Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Boards thoughts on the Veterinary bill.  

39 After a brief discussion a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard to pay the Village Veterinary bill of $400.00 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  Councilpersons Pritchard, Husted, Hebbard and Brown voted AYE, Supervisor Eisnor voted NAY.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor notified the Board that the last new water meter in the Tindall District is scheduled to be installed this Thursday.

The Supervisor thanked Attorney Tabor for her report and asked for the Town Clerks Report.

Town Clerk Jody Burdick reported;

In January, the Town Clerk’s office sold fourteen (14) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-four (54) individual dog licenses for $572.00.  Of that, $94.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $478.00, which includes $8.00 in late fees.

On January 5, 2015 fourteen (14) late notices were sent out for dogs due in December 2014.  Renewal notices, for fifty-two (52) dogs due in February, were sent out January 28, 2015.

There were no sales of Sporting Licenses or Marriage Licenses in January 2015.  Nineteen (19) certified copies were issued for $190.00. 

Seven (7) permanent and one (1) temporary handicapped permit were issued or renewed during the month.

All funding agreements were mailed on January 15, 2015.  The Pool Agreement and the Mowing Agreement for the Lowell property are being held pending Board approval.

Communications received:

1. Public Service Commission- notification of public statement hearings regarding Reforming the Energy Vision (REV).

2. FEMA- notification of training sessions.

3. Kenneth Eisnor- letter to NCAComp, Inc. that the Town will not be paying electronic transfer fees of files sent to Wright Risk Management.
4. Oneida County Department of Health- violation notices regarding water sampling.
5. NYS Dept. of Ag & Markets- satisfactory Municipal Shelter Inspection Report for Karen Dixon.
6. Comp Alliance- request for 2015 Town Budget.
7. Carl Eddy- letter to Clinton Tractor indicating approval of purchase of one (1) Tractor, Boom Mower and Flail Head.

8. Oneida County Dept. of Personnel- County approval of Jody Thieme as Codes Enforcement Officer effective January 21, 2015.

9. Oneida County Board of Elections- certification of Offices to be filled at the November 2015 election.

10. Mattacola Law Firm-letter to Village Veterinary Hospital regarding injuries to a stray dog.

11. Village of Whitesboro- thank you to Highway Department for use of personnel and bucket truck.

12. Mattacola Law Firm-letters to two Tindall Water customers who failed to install new water meters.

13. NYS Dept. of Ag & Markets- satisfactory Municipal Shelter Inspection Report for Sue Gardinier.
14. Economic Development Administration- funding opportunities.

Checks received:
1. Stanwix Heights VFD


fuel-December


$        94.51

2. Westmoreland Justice Court

Judge Bowers-December
$   13,357.00

3. Westmoreland Justice Court

Judge Ossont-December
$   13,064.00

4. Westmoreland Central School
fuel- December


$     7,641.47

5. COCVAC



fuel



$     1,812.48

6. Westmoreland Tax Collector

tax payment


$ 593,746.00

7. County of Oneida


mort. tax 4/2014-9/2014
$   41,697.30

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Town Clerk for her report.

Councilperson Brown reiterated that the workers compensation transition is going well.

Councilperson Hebbard thanked the Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young for his expedient resolve to a Road complaint in Tindall Manor.  A resident contacted him stating that Tindall Manor had not been plowed often enough during that last storm.  Councilperson Hebbard called the garage and spoke with Russell Young.  Within twenty (20) minutes, the road had been checked by Mr. Young and a plow was dispensed.

Supervisor Eisnor added he too has been receiving calls regarding the plowing of dead end roads.  He thinks Tindall Manor is being considered a dead end road when it is not.  Discussion continued on plowing and Supervisor Eisnor stated he would discuss this with the Highway Superintendent when he returns.

Councilperson Husted asked if there were any Town laws prohibiting plowing or snow blowing driveways back into the roadway.   He stated he witnessed several cases of this on his drive to this meeting and it makes for dangerous travel.

Councilperson Husted also cited the failure of residents to clear the sidewalks in front of their homes.  He added that even the Town employees have neglected the sidewalk alone the bridge on Main Street.  The Supervisor agreed that we need to be more aggressive in our attempts to enforce the sidewalk cleaning law.

Councilperson Pritchard asked if we had any news on the Tow Truck Ordinance.  Supervisor Eisnor indicated that Fire Chief Jeff Grube was supposed to inquire about that and has not gotten back to anyone yet.

Councilperson Pritchard thanked the Board members for the get well basket that they sent to Nancy and him. 

The Supervisor stated that we are drawing near the $75,000.00 grant deadline for the pool repair funds and a Board decision really needs to be made this evening.  He informed the Board that the Westmoreland Fire Department has asked to lease the pool for three (3) to four (4) underwater rescue classes.  They are willing to lease for $35,000.00 per year.  Discussion continued as the Board reviewed all funding available for current repairs and future expenditures that will be needed at the pool.

Some concerns were voiced over using the Fire Departments money; which is raised by taxes; to help fund the pool.  
Councilperson Pritchard added that by replacing the main water line is like replacing the entire pool as the main line is in the bottom of the pool.  He asked if the grant required the work to be bid out for public bid and was told no.  Councilperson Pritchard also asked how the Parks and Recreation Association intended to distribute funds raised between the pool, the park and any other activities they may have.  The Recreation Director replied that some sort of equitable equation would have to be developed.
Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, who also serves as a Fire Commissioner asked if the pool would still be a money pit after all the repairs are made.  He suggested that the pool should cost considerably less to run after all the repairs are made.  He feels closing the pool would create a disservice to those children who do not have a pool of their own.  Discussion continued.
Councilperson Pritchard commented that the most important feature the pool has to offer are the Red Cross swimming lessons.  If the pool closes it must remain a priority of the Board to offer swimming lessons at another location to any resident that wants them. Supervisor Eisnor stated that if the Board decides to close the pool, they must be prepare to determine what is going to be done with the facility. Another lengthy discussion ensued.

40 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Husted to close the Westmoreland Pool.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Recreation Director Otis spoke of possible uses for the pool property.  He is currently applying for Jim Boeheim “Courts for Kids” grants.  He added that the U.S. Tennis Association also offers grants to install tennis courts and he will be looking into that.

Supervisor Eisnor asked Mr. Otis to e-mail the members of the Recreation Association to inform them of the Board’s decision.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek suggested the deed be reviewed also to determine if any stipulations were applied when the property was conveyed to the Town.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that the Fire Department has requested to be billed and pay their portion of workers compensation claims quarterly, instead of monthly.
41 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Brown, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to allow the Westmoreland Fire District to pay their portion of the workers compensation claims quarterly.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

The Supervisor stated that he spoke with Paul Mossude from the company quoting us on LED street lights.  It appears that National Grid is not willing to service the street lights if the Town switched them over.  He feels this topic should no longer be considered.

Supervisor Eisnor told the Board that the Town Clerk has asked for permission to conduct a dog enumeration.  It has been several years since the last enumeration and that one was never fully completed.  A short discussion commenced on whom and how the enumeration would be done.
42 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Husted to authorize the Town Clerk to investigate the commitment and affordability of conducting a dog enumeration in the Town of Westmoreland.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor asked the Town Clerk to discuss the Perpetual Plaque.  Town Clerk Jody Burdick stated that 2015 marks the 30th anniversary of the Town Hall Building.  In commemoration of this anniversary she would like to commission a plaque to be hung in the meeting room listing the names and the terms of all the past Town Supervisors.  The Clerk stated she has them back as far as 1830, with a total of fifty-three (53) supervisors.  The total cost is $765.00.

43 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Brown to commission a perpetual plaque listing the past Town Supervisors to mark the 30th anniversary of the Town Hall Building, the cost not to exceed $765.00.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor returned to the subject of Samuel Northrup and his Eagle Scout project proposal. The Supervisor stated that several of the picnic tables at the Town Park were badly damage last year and asked Mr. Northrup if he intended to use treated lumber to construct the picnic tables.  Mr. Northrup replied yes.

Councilperson Pritchard suggested that at least one of the tables should have detached seating to allow for easy placement of food items, like a buffet table.  He also indicated that one table should be made to handicapped accessible specifications.  Councilperson Pritchard stated that he feels that as part of the Eagle Scout project the Scout should raise the funds himself to purchase the materials to build the picnic tables.
Councilperson Husted asked if it would be possible for Mr. Northrup to build three (3) regular picnic tables, one (1) table with detached seating and one (1) table handicapped accessible.  Mr. Northrup indicated that would be possible.  Councilperson Hebbard asked if Mr. Northrup was from Westmoreland.  Mr. Northrup replied he was from New Hartford.  He picked Westmoreland to be able to provide a service for a smaller Community who may need the help.
Councilperson Hebbard stated that he agrees with Councilperson Pritchard, the Eagle Scout should raise the funds or obtain donations of materials as part of the project.

44 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Brown to provide funding, up to $550.00, for Samuel Northrup to build three (3) regular picnic tables, one (1) table with detached seats and one (1) table that is handicapped accessible for his Eagle Scout project.  Councilpersons Husted and Brown and Supervisor Eisnor voted AYE, Councilperson Pritchard and Hebbard voted NAY.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

45 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to appoint Jody Thieme as part time Codes Enforcement Officer/Building Inspector effective 2/9/2015 through 12/31/2015.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 
46 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Brown, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to accept and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

47 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to accept and place on file the minutes of January 6, 2015, January 12, 2015 and January 20, 2015 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

48 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Brown to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows;


Tindall Water

vouchers #1-#2

which total

$   539.33


Westmoreland Water
vouchers #2-#9

which total

$4,105.43


Spencer Water

Vouchers #4-#5 
which total

$    208.33
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

49 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway Department, vouchers #6- #35, which total $61,460.04.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Councilperson Pritchard questioned if the Town was splitting the Assessors annual dues with the Town of Bridgewater we should also split the costs of his training.  He suggested Bridgewater also pay half of the Tug Hill Conference fee that the Assessor will be attending.  It was agreed that Westmoreland will submit the entire $75.00 fee and request reimbursement of $37.50 from Bridgewater. 

Councilperson Pritchard also questioned the Eastern Shore bill, specifically for the liability on the pool.  Now that the Board has agreed not to open the pool this year will that liability be changing?  Supervisor Eisnor stated he would discuss that with the agent, however requested the bill be paid as is to prevent cancellation of the remaining policies.

50 a motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Husted to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #21-#53 which total $44,741.44.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the next regular meeting will be held on March 9, 2015 at 6:30 P.M.
Zoning Board Chairman Gordon Reese told the Board that he spoke with Guy Sassaman at the County Planning Department who indicated that trailer bodies used for storage on land designated as Agriculture are exempt from Town Zoning Ordinances.  Chairman Reese stated he is still investigating whether they would be exempt from permit fees as well.  He will be working with the Zoning Board to make recommendations to the Board concerning this issue. 

Councilperson Pritchard mentioned a trailer body that was purchased from the Flea Market at the Lewis House and was supposed to be placed on Rt. 233.  He noticed the trailer body was never placed on Rt. 233 and asked the Codes Officer to determine if it was still parked at the Flea Market.

51 there being no other business to be brought before the Board, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Brown to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 8:07 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

