Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

December 9, 2013

Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw called this meeting to order at 6:34 P.M. at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, Hubert Pritchard and David Husted.  Also present was Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Attorney for the Town Gregory Mattacola, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, Councilperson elect Scott Brown, Park Maintenance Lynn Johnson, twenty-five (25) seniors from the Westmoreland Central School and three (3) residents.
Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance after which, he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Mr. Lou Dineen from Big Apple Music began his presentation on Security Systems.  He had a camera already connected to a television monitor to show the clarity of the picture.  Lou explained the different types of cameras available. The model he feels is the best fit for the Town includes infrared lenses and will record to a DVR system that can be accessed for up to one (1) month.  The lights were shut off to show the infrared pictures on the television screen.
Councilperson Hebbard asked how many cameras would be required. Mr. Dineen stated at least three (3) at the park, two on the pavilion and one on the entrance and four (4) at the Town Hall, two (2) on the filtration plant pointed at the Town Hall entrance and the Reading Center entrance, one (1) inside the Town Hall at the entrance and one (1) at the back of the building covering the Highway buildings.  Also two (2) DVRS would be necessary, one (1) at the Park and one (1) at the Town Hall. 
Councilperson Pritchard asked if license plates would be visible with this camera.  Mr. Dineen stated that a special camera would be needed for that purpose and it is not really worth the cost.  Lynn Johnson asked about the placement of the cameras at the Park indicating his most troublesome spot are the bathrooms.  Mr. Dineen stated that placement could be anywhere that was needed. 
Councilperson Eisnor asked if alerts would be sent and if the files on the DVR could be stored on another device.  Mr. Dineen replied that alerts as well as pictures would be sent to any smart phone and that the stored data could be downloaded onto a flash drive.  Councilperson Pritchard wanted to know if the cameras ran on batteries or were they hardwired.  The cameras will be hardwired at both locations.  
Supervisor Sydoriw asked for a written quote.  Mr. Dineen indicated he would e-mail one tonight to Councilperson Hebbard.  The Supervisor thanked Mr. Dineen for his presentation and reconvened to the regular meeting.

Supervisor Sydoriw announced that we had two (2) County Legislators here this evening, George Joseph and David Woods.  Mr. Woods stated that due to his retirement he wanted to make sure he made it to the last regular Board meeting of the year. He provided an overview of Oneida County during his thirty-four (34) years as a County Legislator and the future of the County as he sees it. 
County Legislator George Joseph added that Mr. Woods has been a tremendous asset due to his longevity with the Legislature and remarkable memory.

County Legislator Woods commented on how pleased he was in seeing all these young people at the Town Board meeting.  He advised these students that it is the local government; not the government they teach you about in school; that really has an impact on their way of life.  He commended them for coming and hoped they continued to take an active role in local government.
County Legislator Joseph thanked Supervisor Sydoriw for his years of service and offered that the Town is in a better place now because of the efforts of Supervisor Sydoriw.
The Supervisor thanked the County Legislators and asked for the Highway report.  Highway Superintendent Eddy reported:  

      A)  Bridge restoration and painting on Creaser Road and Station Hill Road are done

      B)   Fixing signs and delineator post.

      C)   Tree crews came in and have been cutting trees along roadside.

      D)   North side of sidewalks is done with concrete.  We will go back in spring for seeding.

      E)   Start working on next year’s ditching.

      F)   Holiday decorations will be completed by the first week of December

The Highway Superintendent explained to the Board that he did bid on the truck the Board had authorized him to buy for no more than $6,000.00.  The seller had a $9,000.00 reserve on the truck.  Superintendent Eddy has spoken to the seller but he is not willing to take less than $9,000.00.  The mechanics in the highway garage advised the truck is well worth $9,000.00.  Supervisor Sydoriw asked if the Board would reconsider and give the Highway Superintendent the $9,000.00 to purchase this truck.

Councilperson Eisnor expressed concern over meeting payroll and asked if the Highway Superintendent knew how much overtime accumulated in this payroll period.  Superintendent Eddy stated he was not sure as the payroll has not been calculated yet.  Councilperson Pritchard commented that the back side of the ditches never got mowed this year because we had so much trouble with the mower.  Possibly the Highway Department should consider the need of a new mower over the need for a truck.  He asked how much a new boom mower and a 100 horse tractor would cost.  The Highway Superintendent replied around $90,000.00.  Councilperson Eisnor asked if the Highway Superintendent could wait another month to decide about the truck. 

The Highway Superintendent announced that the new Loader is scheduled for delivery around December 20, 2013.  Councilperson Pritchard asked if e have cut down on the amount of sand seeing that we have increased the amount of salt we are using.  The Highway Superintendent stated that we already have, we are down to about 4,000 sand right now.  Councilperson Pritchard stated the intersections are already getting loaded up with sand.  Superintendent Eddy stated he would talk to his men about that.

Councilperson Husted stated the night before Thanksgiving he was talking to a resident who said that he was almost hit by a plow who ran the red light on the corner of Route 233 and Main Street.  Councilperson Husted than asked if the generator has been test fired yet.  Discussion continued on the location that the gas lines were originally placed.  The Highway Superintendent had the contractor change them.  Councilperson Husted also inquired as to whether the GPS systems were all working.  Superintendent Eddy stated they are all installed; he is now waiting for John Scott to come and instruct him on the operation of the computer system.
Supervisor Sydoriw asked how the sidewalks in front of the Methodist Church came out.  The Highway Superintendent stated that it got too late in the year to do them.  National Grid could not locate the gas lines in a timely fashion and the weather got too cold.  Superintendent Eddy added that some residents have asked to have the sidewalks on the “Green” removed.  Discussion continued.

Supervisor Sydoriw thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors report.

Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported; the renewals will be going out at the end of the month. The new exemptions forms are in the hall for anyone who might need one.  I will be out on the roads collecting data. As always I will be getting the new address changes to the tax collector as the November transfer’s came in from the County around December 6th.  I ordered a new computer but it has not come in yet.

Sole Assessor Szarek added that he received his certification letter and already has eleven (11) credit hours toward 2014.  He provided the letter to the Town Clerk for filing.  He also stated he has the 2013 Tax Maps on disc and will provide the Clerk with a copy for her computer.

The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for his report and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer Terry Williamson reported:

	Month
	Nov. 13
	Westmoreland  
	Town
	Board
	Building Permits/Septic Systems
	 Monthly
	Report

	Date
	NO.
	Last Name
	First Name
	Address
	Tax Map ID #
	Type Of Permit
	Fee Paid

	11/5/13
	2013-0086
	Kimball
	James
	6833 Lowell Road
	302.000-2-4.13
	Septic
	$45.00

	11/5/13
	2013-0087
	Archer
	Ranee
	5740 NYS Route 26
	287.000-2-39.1
	Accessory Bldg
	$72.00

	11/15/13
	2013-0088
	Andrews
	Shane
	7687 East Carter Road
	303.000-1-7.5
	Addition
	$94.00

	11/22/13
	2013-0089
	Calogero
	John
	4555 NYS Route 233
	327.000-6-45.2
	Alteration
	$648.00


Codes Officer Williamson advised the Board that the Department of State redrew the codes district maps and because of this we are losing Tom Romanowski.  Our representative will now be out of Albany.  Councilperson Hebbard asked the definition of an alteration.  Codes Officer Williamson replied that an alteration is a change to an existing structure.
The Supervisor thanked the Codes Officer for his report and asked Councilperson Eisnor to give a water report.

Councilperson Eisnor stated when the Water Plant Operator came to check on the pumps December 3, 2013, he found the pumps had been running all day.  This is a definite sign of a leak.  The Water Plant Operator eventually found the leak at the pool.  When the Pool Association drained the pipes to the pool they never shut off the main valve.  As a result the water backed up into a major 3” pipe, which froze and broke away from the wall. They lost between 60,000 and 70,000 gallons of water.  The Water Plant Operator worked on it for around three (3) hours to stop the water leak.
The Supervisor Asked for the Reading Center report. 

Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden reported in November we loaned out 1,060 items, registered three new patrons, and purchased thirty-three (33) new books for $491.20.  On November 19, Tammy Hoffman presented a program “Photo Solutions”.  She reviewed organizing your photos, the best options for securing your pictures (to the clouds) and different ways to display and showcase your favorite pictures. This was free to the public and two (2) people attended.

We are pleased to announce that Senator Joe Griffo has issued a onetime grant to the Reading  

Center; these are discretionary funds that the Reading Center may use for any purpose it wishes.    

A check for $1,000.00 arrived this week.

Supervisor Sydoriw thanked Ms. McFadden for her report and asked for the Attorneys report.

Attorney Gregory Mattacola reported that he assisted with dog control issues; and researched multiple miscellaneous issues.
The Supervisor thanked Attorney Mattacola. He then thanked the Town Clerk and the Supervisor’s Clerk for putting up the Christmas tree, and asked for the Town Clerk’s report.

Town Clerk Jody Burdick reported in November, the Town Clerk’s office sold one (1) new dog license and renewed thirty-one (31) individual dog licenses for $224.00.  Of that, $36.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $188.00, which includes $8.00 in late fees.  On November 14, 2013 twenty-one (21) late notices were sent out for dogs due in October 2013.  Renewal notices, for fifty-four (54) dogs due in December, were sent out November 26, 2013.  DECALS sales totaled $1,214.00, of which the Town realized $43.98 in commissions.  No marriage licenses sold in November. Twenty-six (26) certified copies were issued for $260.00.  Eight (8) permanent and one (1) temporary handicapped permit were issued or renewed during the month.

On November 21, 2013, I attended training in Rome for the new DECALS system.

Communications received:

1. Fritz Scherz- Happy Thanksgiving e-mail.

2. Linda Talma- thank you note.

3. Oneida County Veterans’ Service- flag order request.
4. NYS Department of Environmental Conservation- notification the Westmoreland was granted a waiver from the requirements of the MS4 permit.
5. NYS Department of Health- notification that Westmoreland well #1 and Spencer Settlement was Coliform positive.
6. Softline Data, Inc. - software sale.
Checks received:
1. Stanwix Heights VFD


fuel-October


$         46.77

2. C.O.C.V.A.C.



fuel 8/31-9/30


$    2,406.67

3. Westmoreland Fire District

fuel 8/31-9/30


$       935.48

4. E-Z Riders



fuel 3/31 to 4/30

$         15.70

5. E-Z Riders



fuel 9/30 to 10/31

$       414.59

6. Clark Mills Fire Dept.


fuel



$       242.04

7. Time Warner Cable


franchise fees


$     6,546.25


8. Time Warner Cable


franchise fees


$   13,299.56    

9. Oneida County


3rd quarter sales tax

$ 387,177.94

10. Westmoreland School

fuel 8/31 to 9/30

$   10,596.44

11. Westmoreland School

fuel 9/30 to 10/31

$   13,080.05

12. Westmoreland Justice Court

Judge Bowers-Oct.

$   12,111.00

13. Westmoreland Justice Court

Judge Ossont-Oct.

$     9,905.00

Terry Williamson informed the Board that he and the Town Clerk are working on getting the Zoning Map on the website.  He explained that both he and the Clerk receive a lot of calls regarding Zoning districts.  He is hoping this will reduce the phone volume as people will be able to look it up themselves.
Councilperson Pritchard asked the Town Clerk if she had resolved the issue she has with the rugs for the Town Hall.  The Clerk stated she had not and recited the story to the Town Attorney for advice.  Ultimately, the Clerk has gotten herself into two (2) contracts for the rugs in the Town Hall and neither company was enthusiastic about cancellation.  Attorney Mattacola suggested she cancel the contract with the new company (within the first 30 days) and once that was done, he would write to the old company to explain why the contract signed in 2004 was no longer enforceable.  

Supervisor Sydoriw referred to a newspaper article indicating the top fifty (50) Towns in collection of court fines.  Westmoreland was number thirty-three (33).  He continued stating that the sales tax is down from this time last year.  The Supervisor also stated that Santa was at the Green on Saturday, December 7th and was very disappointed that he and Margaret Leone; Tax Collector; were the only Town Officials there.
Councilperson Eisnor stated that the Board would like to have a small gathering in honor of the departing Town Supervisor on Tuesday, December 17, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. George Joseph offered to donate cookies and cider for the occasion.

Councilperson Eisnor inquired if the Board would be available to hold the year-end meeting on December 30, 2013 at 8:00 a.m.; and the organizational meeting on January 1, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  All Board members were agreeable and the clerk was advised to advertize these dates and times.
Councilperson Eisnor advised the Board that he received an e-mail from Oneida County Health Care.  They have received approval from the Department of Health for the ambulatory surgery center they want to put in Westmoreland.  They will be contacting the Codes Officer in the very near future.

Councilperson Hebbard stated he will follow up on the quote from Big Apple Music for the security cameras and once received will obtain a second quote from another retailer.

Councilperson Husted reported that he provided the Clerk with a list of street lights that were not working.   He also asked when the next newsletter will be going out.  The Supervisor replied May.  Councilperson Husted stated that there are a lot of businesses in this Town and he was wondering if in the next newsletter we could ask for area businesses to provide the Town with their business information.  We could then place this information on our website to help promote those businesses. Discussion continued.
Councilperson Husted stated that back in November Councilperson Hebbard Eisnor and himself attended the SOCCOG meeting and was not impressed.  Councilperson Hebbard agreed and indicated he doesn’t see them moving forward at all.  He would suggest we not pay our membership dues this coming year.
Councilperson Husted also notified the Board that while he was traveling recently, he picked up some informative information on Hydro-fracturing.  Once he has a change to review this material he will report back to the Board.

Councilperson Pritchard commented on an e-mail he saw regarding the NYS Health Department requiring all fire hydrants installed after January 4, 2014; to be lead free; and the financial impact this law will have on municipalities with stockpiled hydrants.  The Clerk commented the same holds true for water meters.  Councilperson Eisnor explained that we currently have fifteen (15) meters in stock. He has been working with the Water Clerk to determine which fifteen (15) meters should be replaced.  This list was forwarded to Ted Flint who will replace the meters before January 4, 2014.

Councilperson Pritchard announced that he was contacted by Mr. Gassner of MVWA that he would like to meet with someone from the Town Board regarding our request for changes affecting the Tindall Water District.  Councilperson Pritchard stated he is suggesting Wednesday, December 18, 0213 at 3:00 P.M., at the Town Hall and would set up the meeting.  
Supervisor Sydoriw stated he received a call from Sue Collins, Augusta Town Supervisor asking if our Town Board intended to join in the Indian Land Claim.  The Supervisor explained that the Westmoreland Town Board will not be taking any action until/unless we are approached by the initiating parties; Vernon and Verona.
The Supervisor received a call from Rising Stars who expressed their interest in leasing the Lowell property again.  They are proposing a three (3) to five (5) year lease; for $1,000.00 a year.  The Supervisor asked Town Attorney Mattacola to contact Rising Stars Attorney, Mr. Grazadei.  Attorney Mattacola indicated he did reach out several times to ask for a written proposal but was unable to reach Mr. Grazadei.

Supervisor Sydoriw informed the Board that a resolution is needed to make to necessary signature corrections on the Town’s bank accounts effective for January 1, 2014.

162 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to approve the following Resolution:

“Resolution between the Town of Westmoreland and the State Bank of Chittenango concerning Account # and Account #,
The Association named on this resolution resolves that,

(1) The Financial Institution is designated as a depository for the funds of the Association and to provide other financial accommodations indicated in this resolution.

(2) This resolution shall continue to have effect until the express written notice of its rescission or modification has been received and recorded by the Financial Institution.  Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the Association and certified to the Financial Institution as governing the operation of this association’s account(s), are in full force and effect, until the Financial Institution receives and acknowledges an express written notice of its revocation, modification or replacement.  Any revocation, modification or replacement of a resolution must be accompanied by documentation, satisfactory to the Financial Institution, establishing the authority for the changes.

(3) The signature of an Agent on this resolution is conclusive evidence of their authority to act on behalf of the Association, Any Agent, so long as they act in a representative capacity as agents of the Association, is authorized to make any and all other contracts, agreements, stipulations and orders which they may deem advisable for the effective exercise of the powers indicted on page one, from time to time with the Financial Institution, subject to any restrictions on this resolution or otherwise agreed to in writing.

(4) All transactions, if any, with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and borrowings by or on behalf of the Association with the Financial Institution prior to the adoption of this resolution are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed.

(5) The Association agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, properly opened by any Agent of the Association.  The Association authorizes the Financial Institution, at any time, to charge the Association for all checks, drafts, or other orders, for the payment of money, that are drawn on the Financial Institution, so long as they contain the required number of signatures for this purpose.

(6) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may furnish at its discretion automated access devices to Agents of the Association to facilitate those powers authorized by this resolution or any other resolutions in effect at the time of issuance.  The term “automated access device” includes, but is not limited to, credit cards, automated teller machines (ATM), and debit cards.

(7) The Association acknowledges and agrees that the Financial Institution may rely on alternative signature and verification codes issued to or obtained from the Agent named on this resolution.  The tern “alternative signature and verification codes” includes, but is not limited to, facsimile signatures on file with the Financial Institution, personal identification numbers (PIN), and digital signatures.  If a facsimile signature specimen has been provided on this resolution, (or that are filed separately by the Association with the Financial Institution from time to tie) the Financial Institution is authorized to treat the facsimile signature of the Agent(s) regardless of by whom or by what means the facsimile signature may have been affixed so long as it resembles the Facsimile signature specimen on file.  The Association authorizes each Agent to have custody of the Association’s private key used to create a digital signature and to request issuance of a certificate listing the corresponding public key.  The Financial Institution shall have no responsibility or liability for unauthorized use of alternative signature and verification codes unless otherwise agreed in writing.”
All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

163 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve the following budget modifications;

From:  SW-3-8320.400


To:  SW3-8310.400


$500.00

                           Source of supply power                          Water administrator 

                           Contractual


         Contractual

              From:  A1010-400


To:  A1220.400


              $600.00

                          Town Board           
                     Supervisor 

                          Contractual                                              Contractual 
              From:  A1990.400


To:  A7140.4100


$700.00

                          Contingency account

       Pool equip. & Maintenance

              From:  A8010.400


To:  A8020.400


               $300.00

                          Zoning Contractual                                  Planning Contractual

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
164 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

165 A motion was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to approve and place on file the minutes of October 29, 2013 and November 11, 2013 as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

166 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to approve and order paid the General Fund, vouchers #464 through #509 totaling $79,834.70.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
167 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway Department, vouchers #283 through #312 totaling $61,787.62.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

168 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor, seconded by Councilperson Husted to approve and order paid the Water District vouchers as follows;

  Tindall Water


voucher #17


which totals

$6,226.69

  Westmoreland Water   
vouchers # 65 through #74
which totals

$4,204.27
All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried. 

169 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted to correct motion #167 as follows:

  “claims of the Highway Department, vouchers #283 through #312 totaling $189,796.90”.

This motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw reiterated the upcoming meetings, December 30, 2013- Year End Meeting at 8:00 A.M., January 1, 2014- Organizational Meeting at 9:00 A.M. and the next regular Board meeting will be January 13, 2014; unless changed at the Organizational Meeting.
170 The being no other business to be brought before the Board, Supervisor Sydoriw thanked his Board members and advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 8:29 P.M. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick
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Month  Nov. 13            Westmoreland  Town Board:  Building  Permits/  Septic  Systems  Monthly  Report                  

Date  NO.  Last Name  First Name  Address  Tax Map ID #  Type Of Permit  Fee Paid  

11/5/13  2013 - 0086  Kimball  James  6833 Lowell Road  302.000 - 2 - 4.13  Septic  $45.00  

11/5/13  2013 - 0087  Archer  Ranee  5740 NYS Route 26  287.000 - 2 - 39.1  Accessory Bldg  $72.00  

11/15/13  2013 - 0088  Andrews  Shane  7687 East Carter Road  303.000 - 1 - 7.5  Addition  $94.00  

11/22/13  2013 - 0089  Calogero  John  4555 NYS Route 233  327.000 - 6 - 45.2  Alteration  $648.00  
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