Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

August 13, 2012

Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:32 P.M at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, NY, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young and Deputy Town Clerk Jody Burdick.  Codes Officer Terry Williamson was absent.

Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola and Councilperson Husted arrived at 6:35 P.M.

The Supervisor asked all to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one present in the audience wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Sydoriw reconvened to the regular session.
There were no County Legislators present.

Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy reported  

      a)  Back chipping brush

      b)  Hydro seed on the sidewalks

      c)  Start more sidewalks in September

      d)  We have taken care of the violations we were cited for in the Fuel Storage        Building

      e)   Eggan came and pumped out oil water separator

The Highway Superintendent announced he received two (2) bids regarding sealing the municipal parking lot. One bid from Gene’s Paving for $1,800.00 and one from Durant for $1,800.00.

There were two (2) bids received for striping the municipal parking lot, from MNJ Drake for $275.00 and Genes Paving for $360.00 for striping and $675.00 to crack seal.

Discussion followed on the identical bids for the sealing project.  Councilperson Pritchard asked if the Highway Department was going to crack seal.  The Highway Superintendent replied they could crack seal.

Attorney Mattacola advised the Board that they could pick whichever Company as the bids were identical.  Given this information, the Board decided to go with the nearer Company, Durant for sealing. The striping bid will be awarded to MNJ Drake.
128 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to award the sealing contract to Durant, the striping contract to MNJ Drake and the Highway Department will crack seal the parking lot.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Bernard Szarek, Sole Assessor reported our equalization rate is final at 67%.  Attended a class in Syr. Aug. 6th.Will be sending the change of address to Sue Hickcox at Westmoreland Central School for the school tax bills. The computer has been loaded to start next year’s work. I have started printing up the new blank forms for 2013 Exemption that must be used. 
Terry Williamson, Codes Officer was not present, however submitted the following report;

a) Spoke to fire department regarding a controlled burn on Rt. 26 if the owners would take down house and pile it out back. They said that they could do it after the burning ban was lifted because of dry weather. The shingles and vinyl siding would have to be removed. Spoke to Veronica Cummings parents and her boyfriend and asked them to have her call me but no return call yet.

b) Received a call from a Shed Rd. resident about dirt fill being dumped near Rt. 26. Spoke to owner and explained that the area was a designated wetland and that he should contact DEC and have them flag the boundary before he got in trouble.
The July Water Report submitted by Water Plant Operator, Ted Flint stated;

Westmoreland Water District

Pump House Repairs; I had to order parts from Gartner Equipment to make repairs to one of our chlorine pumps, as one of the fittings on the 4-valve split apart causing chlorine to leak by our injection line. These repairs were made but we are still having issues with “gassing off”. This is happening right below the head of our pump causing it to become air locked. We have to stop and bleed the system out several times a day. This is only happening sporadically but when it happens chlorine will not flow into our system giving us a low residual level. 

Cloudy Water; I’ve had numerous phone calls this month with customers calling and complaining about cloudy water. The number one reason behind this issue is the lack of rain fall we are receiving. With the low water levels we have it is taking longer for our wells to recover and produce at the amount being used. Well #2 seems to be more the culprit versus #1 because the water level has been historically lower in that well. When the #2 pump is running a vortex is occurring above the pump allowing air to be introduced into the system. With this being the issue I have taken #2 out of service and have been solely running #1 pump. This has made a definite improvement in the cloudy water issue. We will continue to run this way until we see sign of water level improvement.

Tindal Corners Water District

Hydrant replacement; We are still waiting word from Murphy Excavating on when we will be able to shut the water off in the Tindal Corner Water District to replace 2 fire hydrants on Stop 7 road. 
Superintendent Eddy stated that on Thursday, August 9, 2012 he spoke with Ted Flint as pump #2 was not functioning and Ted surmised the telemetry unit on the standpipe may have been hit by lightning. 

Discussion was held concerning the possibility of installing lightning suppressors on the standpipe, as this is the second time it has been damaged.  Supervisor Sydoriw stated he would contact Hawk Electric and requested Councilperson Eisnor contact Bearse Electric for advice.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked why it was taking Murphy so long to replace the hydrants on Stop 7 Road. Discussion followed.

The Reading Center Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden reported in July we loaned out 1,415 items, and purchased thirty-eight new books for $ 548.82.
This years Summer Reading Program was “Dream Big Read!” Kristen Scalise was the director, three aids assisted her. 

July 6, 2012:  Lorey from “Piece of Pottery” helped thirty-three children paint and design a trivet; she took them home to fire with a glaze. They will be returned on July 23rd. 

July 16, 2012: A storyteller from the Oneida Indian Nation came to tell us the story of the corn husk doll. Twenty-three children made their own dolls,

July 23, 2012:  Bill Woodruff presented his program on reptiles; he displayed his large collection of snakes, turtles, iguanas, and alligators. Fifty-six kids made a reptile craft.

July 30, 2012:  Pool Party at the Westmoreland Pool. Thirty- four children received their reading awards and a book to take home. Ice cream Sundaes were enjoyed by all. 
Councilperson Hebbard questioned the vouchers submitted by the Senior Library Clerk for the salaries of the Summer Reading Program director ($450.00) and three (3) aides ($225.00).  He stated he was under the impression that Riley would be paying these herself from County funds.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Councilperson Hebbard stated he did not want to create a hardship for the Reading Center by refusing to pay the vouchers. Senior Library Clerk agreed to pay the salaries from her County funds.
Attorney for the Town, Gregory Mattacola reported: 
Codification of Laws – Reviewed Book of Codifications and suggested additions and changes against relevant statutes.  Prepared report for Town on changes made to Local Laws for Codifying.  With Board approval, we will be ready to send in response to coding company.  Drafted Legislation for a Public Hearing.  
Re-roofing Project– Answered questions on GML compliance.
129 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to authorize the Attorney to submit his draft of the codification of Laws to General Codes.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Town Clerk, Beverly Merriman reported the Town Clerk’s office sold twelve (12) new dog licenses, renewed sixty-four (64) individual dog licenses and one (1) Purebred license for $450.00.  We also collected the State’s surcharges, of $104.00, which was sent to Ag and Markets, for the Dog Population Control Program. The Town’s commission was $489.00, including $14.00 in late fees and $25.00 in tag replacements. 

On 07-09-2012, we sent out twenty-seven (27) late notices for dog licenses that were due June 30, 2012. Renewal notices, for sixty-eight (68) dogs due in August, were sent out July 25, and July 26, 2012. 

There were four marriage licenses issued in July, for $160.00. The Town realized $47.50.

Seven (7) handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month, of which one 

(1) was temporary. 

We issued one (1) certified copy, which totaled $10.00.

DECALS sales totaled $153.00, of which the Town realized $8.93.

Communications received;
1. Majestic Fireworks Inc. - fireworks display application for Mr.  & Mrs. Gary Spaven
2. Majestic Fireworks Inc. - fireworks display application for Westmoreland Summerfest

3. Ingram Yuzek Gainen Carroll & Bertolotti, LLP- notice of Supreme Court Judicial Intervention

4. Bench Strength Partners, Inc. - FOIL request regarding contracts of Town Properties with cell towers.
5. Oneida County Department of Finance- list of potential properties to be auctioned.

6. NYMIR- account statement for fiscal year 2011.

7. Town Clerk- summary of roof repair bids.

8. RAMM Environmental Services, Inc. - Indoor air quality services.

9. MVCC- Invitation to a round table discussion on the Transportation Operations Institute (TOI)
10. Keith Fazekas- e-mail to Ted Flint regarding repairs to Pump #1. 
Checks received;

1. Westmoreland Central School

Fuel- 4/30-5/31
$11,908.24

2. Westmoreland Fire District


Fuel


$     723.11

3. Westmoreland Justice Court

July-Judge Ossont
$  8,515.00

4. Westmoreland Central School

Fuel- July

$  8,124.27

5. Camelot Village



Water payment
$  8,030.56

6. Clark Mills Fire District


Fuel


$     160.55

7. Westmoreland Justice Court

July- Judge Bowers
$11,545.00 

8. Town of Westmoreland


Fuel- Park

$       56.51

9. COVAC




Fuel


$  2,582.58 

10. County of Oneida



mortgage tax

$42,089.79

11. Westmoreland Justice Court

June- Judge Ossont
$  6,757.50

12. Stanwix Heights VFD


Fuel- June

$     208.25

13. Eastern Shore Associates


Trust check

$     512.50

14. Westmoreland Justice Court

 Judge Bowers

$10,295.00
15. COVAC




Fuel- 5/31-6/30
$  2,164.50

The Town Clerk notified the Board of her impending retirement.  After discussion the Board decided to wait until the next meeting before taking any action. 

The Supervisor stated that he received a quote from Big Apple Music for security cameras for the Town Park.  He was initially told the cost would be $1,700.00 but the actual price came in at $1,537.99.  The system consists of four (4) cameras and a DVR, both equipped with night vision.   Councilperson Hebbard feels we should definitely install the cameras, Councilperson Pritchard feels trail cameras would be sufficient.  Discussion continued.
The Supervisor stated that he has a gentleman serving community service.  He has painted all the fire hydrants in Tindall Corners Consolidated Water District and has started on the Westmoreland Water District.  It is doubtful he will finish Westmoreland before his required hours expire.
Councilperson Husted had no comments.

Councilperson Pritchard inquired if the Town of Kirkland had been contacted concerning the extension of water mains on Route 5?   The Supervisor stated that he attended the Hinckley Stakeholders meeting and there is an interim agreement between Mohawk Valley Water Authority and the Canal Corporation to draw up to 48,000,000 million gallons per day, at present the maximum is 32,000,000 gallons per day. 
Councilperson Pritchard asked about the phone charges incurred on the Highway Superintendents phone by a third party.  He was advised this bill has been paid.

He stated that Shed Road is much better now that the Highway department swept off the stone dust and used a vibratory roller to apply 1A’s.  The Highway Superintendent stated that they are also going to drag broom the road to redistribute the 1A’s.
Councilperson Eisnor stated he has contacted NYMIR and the County regarding quotes on workers compensation insurance.  Michael Lally will talk to the Town and the Fire Department.  

Chandler’s office has not returned any phone calls.  He has contacted a single broker; Amy Allgaier; who has been extremely helpful in rectifying the Eddy’s’ insurance problems. 
130 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to change insurance agents from Chandler to Amy K. Allgaier effective September 1, 2012.  Councilpersons Hebbard, Eisnor, Husted and Pritchard voted AYE, Supervisor Sydoriw voted NAY.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Councilperson Hebbard spoke of a SOCCOG meeting where Pat Race from Suitcoat gave a presentation concerning the innovative way the Cazenovia Highway Department buys equipment.  Basically, they lease to buy on a seven (7) year plan, selling the equipment prior to the end of the lease, for the purchase price of each piece.  By doing this they are constantly rotating their equipment and will run a surplus by the year 2025.

There were six (6) roof repair bids received.





                   A


      C
                 Insulation

Continental Roofing


$34,480.00

$24,890.00
     $2.00/sq.ft.


Lawrence Rieben & Sons

$29,800.00

$19,150.00
     $1.50/sq.ft.

Deluxe Roofing & Sheet Metal
$32,000.00

$21,000.00           $4.00/sq.ft.

C.J. Marley Construction

$29,000.00

$17,000.00           $3.00/sq.ft.

Pulver Roofing


$31,977.00

$21,000.00
     $5.00/sq/ft.

EV Roofing & Construction

$28,700.00

$17,700.00
   $10.00/sq.ft. 

Councilperson Husted recommends awarding roof C to Marley Construction. Consultation with the Town Attorney and discussion continued.
131 Councilperson Husted advanced a motion to award repairs to roof A to EV Roofing for $28,700.00 and roof C to CJ Marley for $17,000.00, both to acknowledge $3.00 /sq.ft. insulation charge.  Councilperson Pritchard seconded the motion.  Discussion continued.  Councilpersons Eisnor, Pritchard, Husted and Hebbard voted AYE, Supervisor Sydoriw voted NAY.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Councilperson Husted will notify March Associates and set a meeting between all interested parties.

Robyn Eddy explained to the Board the problems her family has been experiencing with our current health insurance.  Robyn stated that she was not getting any help from Chandler’s office in rectifying the issues. Amy Allgaier started researching the claims, provided the Eddy’s with a detailed explanation of the charges and finally corrected the problem. 
132 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to pay the interest of $17,290.00 to the Environmental Facilities Corporation for the Westmoreland Water Extension Bond.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried. 

Discussion was held on extending the Hydro-fracturing moratorium.

133 Councilperson Pritchard advanced a motion not to extend the moratorium, which was seconded by Councilperson Husted.  Councilpersons Pritchard, Husted and Eisnor voted AYE, Councilperson Hebbard and Supervisor Sydoriw voted NAY.  The motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that he had a conversation with Terry Williamson who spoke with Chris Brown for the County Department of Public Works.  Mr. Brown thinks he may be able to ask the State to take care of the tree that is down in Dean’s Creek.

Supervisor Sydoriw presented the Board with the sign off sheet for the July Supervisors report and corresponding cash receipt and cash disbursement journals for all Town Funds.   

Discussion was held on painting the hallway and the meeting room.

134 Councilperson Husted advanced a motion to approve the Standard Workday Resolution as posted at the Westmoreland Town Hall bulletin board on August 14, 2012.  This motion was seconded by Councilperson Eisnor, all Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried. 
A new contract was received from Cornerstone, the Town’s current phone carrier.  The contract is a three (3) year contract.  Councilperson Eisnor will research this.
Discussion was held on the possibility of having to impose a Highway Tax for 2013.  

135 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted to approve the following budget modifications for the Westmoreland Water Fund:

 From:  SW3-9720.7 (interest)
$   476.00

      
 From:  SW3-8320.4 (source)           35,000.00

      
 From:  SW3-8340.4   (trans)              5,000.00

      
 From:  SW3-599 (unapro bal)         59,524.00

      
 To:      SW3-9720.6 (BAN prin)   $100,000.00

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
136 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to appoint Dennis Walker to the Board of Assessment Review for the term of October 1, 2012 through September 30, 2017.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

137 Councilperson Pritchard advanced a motion to approve the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

A lengthy discussion was held on the minutes of July 9, 2012 and July 23, 2012.  The Board members pointed out several discrepancies.

138 A motion was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to make the following corrections to the July 9, 2012 and the July 23, 2012 minutes:

1. Change “meter” to “sticker” indicating the tank capacity in the discussion of DEC inspections. (July 9, 2012)
2. Correct the statement of Highway Superintendent regarding Clinton Tractor and the Park tractor problems and repairs. (July 9, 2012) 
3. Correct Councilpersons Eisnor’s comment regarding insurance quotes that NYMIR will be looking over our workman’s compensation. (July 9, 2012)

4. Change the “Highway Department needs to haul 400 ton of salt” to “ highway Department needs to contract haul 400 ton of salt” and change “Kirkland will mix the sand and salt” to “Kirkland will loan us the equipment  to mix the sand and salt”. (July 9, 2012)
5. Change the statement of the Highway Superintendent concerning Schieferstine Road from “it needs to be repaved with 1” to 11/2” thick chip seal” to “it was last done in 2009 with 1” to 11/2” thick chip seal with Capital Improvement Funds.” (July 9, 2012)
6. Change “someone booked” to “someone is looking to book” the Town Park for a wedding. (July 23, 2012)

to be accepted at the September Board meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

139 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General Fund, 280 through 387; deleting vouchers 308, 309, 310 and 311 (totaling $675.00); for a total of $31,691.01.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

140 A motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund was advanced by Councilperson Husted, claims 157-181, totaling $28,901.57.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
141 Councilperson Pritchard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows;
Tindall Water Consolidated

claims 10 & 11
which total
$61.08

Westmoreland Water

claims 44-53
which total

$104,749.44

Spencer Settlement Water

claims 13-15
which total

$        162.10

Councilperson Husted seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw reminded the Board the next regular meeting will be September 10, 2012 at 6:30 P.M.  There are no special meetings scheduled at this time.

142 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Eisnor seconded.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 10:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
