Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Board Meeting

May 14, 2012

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order at 6:30 P.M. by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Deputy Town Clerk Jody Burdick, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek and two (2) residents of the Town.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to join him in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Supervisor then adjourned the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  There being no one present wishing to comment, he reconvened to the regular meeting.

There were no County Legislators present.

The Highway report was given by Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy stating they sold two trucks at auction for a total of $10,099. We are back picking up brush until Memorial Day weekend.  We have finished cutting shoulders with the county for shared services.  We did five (5) days for the town and four (4) days for the county.  I have received a quote for the side rails on the Lawrence Street bridge.  I recently attended a meeting held for Highway Superintendents of Herkimer-Oneida Counties at Twin Ponds, where Richard Hanna was the guest speaker. 
Discussion was held on the purchase of a new welder.  The Highway Superintendent reported that he has received three (3) quotes, the lowest being a Lincoln from Airgas.  

90 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Husted to allow the purchase of a Lincoln Welder, not to exceed $2000.00 in price.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Highway Superintendent Eddy said that he had expected that the Mack would sell for more at auction.  Brush will not be picked up or chipped during June or July, except for Storm Damage.  The Grader has been moved and needs new batteries.  He submitted a completed Highway Agreement to each Board member.

He was thanked for his report and the Supervisor asked for the Assessor’s Report.  Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported that the tentative roll is in. A copy has been left with the Town Clerk. The Star Exemptions are $40,430.00 for the Enhanced, $19,500.00 for the Basic. Our Equalization rate should be 67%. The notices have gone out of the new Assessments.
He added that now twelve (12) credits are needed for certification, instead of twenty-four (24) per year.

The Codes Report was given by Codes Officer Terry Williamson stating he met with Louis Fedor regarding possible floodplain infringement near bridge on E. South Street per letter from Al Ashe from DEC. He needs to hire a surveyor to delineate the edge of floodplain so it can be determined if the fill he has placed is in violation of DEC regulations.
The owner of the burned out house on Rt. 26 has abandoned the new house that was built for her. Electricity has been turned off and meters pulled by National Grid. I have turned the case over to the Town Attorney for action. I have no idea where she went or how to contact her.

The Board asked the Codes Officer to explain the above situation. He stated that the owner has been incarcerated for one (1) to three (3) years for unlicensed operator.  Her parents have made an attempt to clean up the property, but will not be able to have the burned out building demolished.   Fire inspection notices have been sent out.

There was no Water Report submitted.

Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden submitted the Reading Center report as follows;

In April we loaned out 1,295 items registered one new patron, and purchased twenty-five (25) new books for $369.71. An estimated 400 paperback books were donated to the Reading Center this month. We have checked our shelves to see if we could use some of the more popular authors and newer titles. Eight-four (84) books were cataloged and put on the shelf.

 I have spoken with Kirsten Scalise about directing this years Summer Reading Program 

“Dream Big Read!”  She has taken the manual home and is looking for three (3) programs to present in July.
Attorney for the Town Gregory Mattacola reported the following;

Codes Issues – Waiting for update from Codes Dept. re: burned out structure at 6195 St. Rte 26.  

Outdoor Wood-burning Boilers – Monitoring progress on legislative changes proposed for OWBs.  Drafting proposed local law #2 of 2012.

Main Street Ditch Issue – Met with Soil and Water Conservation Dept, Town Supervisor and School Superintendent on 4/26/12. 

Town Agreements – Review and approve Roadside Mowing Agreement and Pavement Marking Agreement.

ADA Issues – Research ADA requirements for handicap accessible public pools.

Officer Undertakings – Researching public officer’s liability coverage requirements.
Discussion was held concerning a new requirement that all pools must be handicapped accessible by May 21, 2012.  The installation of a chair lift would cost between $3,500.00 and $6,000.00, installation would double the cost.

The Attorney stated that the resolution concerning the blanket undertaking will be ready for passage next month.

The Town Clerks report stated that In April, the Town Clerk’s office sold ten (10) new dog licenses and renewed forty-one (41) individual dog licenses for $359.00.  The State’s share was $59.00 to Ag and Markets for the Dog Population Control Program, and the Town’s commission was $300.00, including $5.00 in late fees.  One (1) dog license was cancelled during the month. On 4/11/12, we went out twenty (20) late notices for dog licenses that were due March 31, 2012.  Renewal notices for eighty-six (86) dogs which were due in May were sent out April 27, 2012.

There was one marriage license issued for $40.00 of which the Town realized $17.50.         Twelve (12) handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month and we issued seven (7) certified copies totaling $70.00.

Decal sales totaled $561.00 of which the Town realized $14.43.
The Town Clerk’s office received eight (8) checks for fire inspections which total 

$400.00.

Communications Received:
1. Westmoreland Methodist Church- request to continue the Church bake sale on Election Day.

2.  Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning Program- Storm water.

3. Mohawk Valley Economic Development District- Audit Functions.

4.  American Red Cross-scheduling November Blood Drive.    

5. New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets- Dog Control Officer Inspection Report.

6. Gregory Techmanski dba- Knuckleheads Brew House-renewal of liquor license.

Checks Received:
1. New York State Town Clerks 
scholarship


           $     500.00 

2. Camelot Village


water payment


$ 8,172.20

3. Clark Mills Fire District

fuel



$    348.26

4. Stanwix Heights VFD


fuel-March


$    254.32

5. Time Warner Cable


franchise fees


$54,080.91

6. COVAC



fuel-March


$  2,344.46

7. Westmoreland Justice Court

March- Judge Bowers

$  8,010.00

8. Westmoreland Central School

fuel- February


$11,099.70

9. COVAC



fuel-February


$  2,396.04

10. Westmoreland Central School 
fuel-March


$12,725.04

11. Roy Teitsworth, Inc.


internet sales-trucks

$10,099.00


12. Westmoreland Fire District

fuel-March 


$     887.88

13. County of Oneida


snow control


$92,757.50

14. Westmoreland Justice Court

April-Judge Ossont

$  9,790.00

15. County of Oneida


water re-levies


$33,894.65

16. Westmoreland Tax Collector

interest and late fees

$  3,193.85

Supervisor Sydoriw reported that the bookings for the pavilion at the Town Park have been steady.
Deputy Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the renewal of the health insurance plan for the Town employees.  An increase in premiums is projected at 6% to 9%.  The Town saved almost $54,000.00 by switching plans last September.  The cost last year was $72,527.00, with a 6% increase it will cost $76,913.00, at 9% the cost will be $79,847.66.  The Town can pay the deductible monthly, quarterly, or semi-annually.  He is unable to find a better plan than HP-13.  Cd-12’s cost will increase by 17%.

91 After discussion, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to accept Deputy Supervisor Eisnor’s suggestion that the Town absorb the $2,000.00 increase in the insurance charges.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried.

91 A motion to afford the same Town contribution if CD-12 is the chosen plan was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Councilperson Hebbard submitted Planning, sub-division/zoning packets from SOCCOG.  The next SOCCOG meeting will be in June.
Councilperson Husted stated that roofing issued is moving along.  He asked about a cost estimate on repairing the Furnace Street Bridge.  Denis Davis had asked the Supervisor if the Town wants to take over the Bridge.  Councilperson Husted suggested that the County repair the bridge.

Councilperson Pritchard spoke of appropriations that are made at budget time.  He wants to talk to the VFW about honoring the Persian Gulf War veterans.  Councilperson Pritchard spoke of the Lowell property.  Jerry Jennings has volunteered to remove the bleachers, brush hog the property and mow the hay.  The Attorney will develop an agreement to be signed by Mr. Jennings and the Town.
92 A motion to accept the offer of Mr. Jennings to mow, tear down bleachers and brush hog the Lowell property was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw reminded the Board that the Memorial Day program will start at the “Green” at 9:00 A.M., May 28, 2012.  He suggested that all meet at the Town at 8:30 A.M.

93 A motion to authorize volunteers from the ARC to clean up the Town Park after events was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.  They will supply an insurance certificate.

The audit report prepared by the Bookkeeper was presented to the Board.  Councilperson Pritchard requested a bank statement to cover the same quarter.

94 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Husted to prepare the financial report quarterly and to also prepare a payroll report quarterly, staggered months.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Sydoriw complimented the Town Historian, Nancy Pritchard, on her compilation of Revolutionary War Soldiers that are buried in our cemeteries.

There is a seminar on Auditing procedures, given by Herkimer County Association of Towns, at noon on May 15, 2012 at DePalma’s Restaurant. 

95 After discussion, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to have the Attorney review the legal review of the Codification.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
96 A motion to accept and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes reports, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

97 A motion to accept the minutes of April 9, 2012 was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Deputy Supervisor Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

98 A motion to accept and order paid the claims of the Highway Department; claims 01 and 86 thru 114, which total $39,552.79 was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

99 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to order paid the General Fund vouchers 157 through 192, which total $25,339.29.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
100 A motion to order paid the water districts claims as follows;

Tindall Corners Water 
claims 6&7


which total
$465.72

Westmoreland Water
claims 22 through 29

which total 
$2101.02

Spencer Settlement Water
claims 9 & 10


which total
$113.32

was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried. 

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the next regular meeting will be held June 11, 2012 at 6:30 P.M.

The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Jeff Golden has talked with the football, Soccer and baseball coaches and has offered to provide his vendors sales services at their games and will give them 10% of the proceeds.

He would sell hot dogs, chips, water etc.  He has a DOH permit, a RCIL Kitchen and liability insurance.  He will provide an additional insured certificate to the Town.

The Supervisor reconvened to the regular meeting.

101 After discussion a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Husted to allow Mr. Golden to sell on Town properties, at the invitation of the sports teams, after submitting a DOH permit, an insurance certificate and obtaining a Town permit.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
102 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, a motion to adjourn this meeting was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 8:38 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
