Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Monthly Meeting

April 9, 2012

Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw called the regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board to order at 6:30 P.M., at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Deputy Town Clerk Jody Burdick, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden and one (1) resident.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.  He then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  There being no one wishing to speak to the Board, Supervisor Sydoriw reconvened to the regular meeting.

There were no County Legislators present.  County Legislator David Wood had reported to the Town Clerk that the changes in polling sites 1 and 2 at the Town Hall and 3 and 4 at the Fire House will be tested at the Presidential Primary on April 24, 2012.
Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy reported 
A) The new Western Star truck has arrived and is at Viking to have the plow and box put on

     
B)  Truck #3 1990 IH S/A plow/dump has a cracked frame but runs good
C)  Truck #4 1980 Mack T/A runs good – both trucks are on Teitsworth on-line   auctions April 10, 2012.

He spoke of changes needed on the Highway Agreement to spend Highway funds.  The Highway Superintendent submitted a revised agreement.  After a lengthy discussion on the monies allocated and the manner in which the designated roads should be maintained,

74 a motion to re-authorize the Highway agreement signed on February 13, 2012, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

The Highway Superintendent has received the Highway Striping Agreement and the Roadside Mowing Agreement from Oneida County.
75 After discussion concerning the agreements, a motion to authorize the Town Attorney, Gregory Mattacola, to review both the Roadside Striping and Roadside Mowing Agreements and if approved by the Town Attorney, the Supervisor and the Highway Superintendent are authorized to sign these agreements, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

The Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek was absent, but has submitted the following report, 

A)  PDC meeting held with State

      
B)  Equalization rates should be 67 – up 2 points from last year

      
C)  Tentative roll will go to county within a week

     
D)  Attended Jefferson County Community College classes

Codes Officer Terry Williamson reported, 

A) Gary is working with the Griffin family on Albrecht Rd. and FEMA to try to get assistance for water damage and mold issues in their basement from flooding last fall.

B) Issued order to remedy and accompanying letter to Veronica Cummings on Rt. 26 stating that if she does not comply with the written agreement to demo the house by April 30th 2012, that I will turn everything over to the Town Attorney and let the court handle it.

C) Attended 3 hr training at NYSBOC meeting, I now have all my required 24 hrs of training for the year.

D) We will start Tuesday and Thursday office hours as of April 1st.
Councilperson Pritchard asked about electrical entrance permits that were reported.  The Codes Officer replied that not many people apply for this permit, but it is a requirement under State Law. 

The Water Plant Operator Ted Flint reported that regular maintenance was done but indicated to the Supervisor that there are two (2) hydrants in Tindall Corners Water District that need to be replaced.

The Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden submitted the following Reading Center Report; 

In March we loaned out 1,185 items, registered four new patrons, and purchased twenty-two new books for $ 342.42. 

Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola was absent however submitted the following report;

Lowell Fire Dept. Property – Purchase complete – Deed to be recorded 4/6/12.

Codes Issues – Waiting for update from Codes Dept. re: burned out structure at 6195 State Rte 26.  

Outdoor Wood-burning Boilers – Monitoring progress on legislative changes proposed for OWBs.  Drafting proposed local law #2 of 2012.

Water District Assessments – Research applicability of water district special assessments on property within district which does not utilize the improvement and which property is also located within an agricultural district.

Assessment Review Board Inquiry – Per POL §3, members of the assessment review board are Town officers required to reside within the town.

Main Street Ditch Issue – Meeting with Soil and Water Conservation Dept, Town Supervisor and School Superintendent scheduled for 4/26/12. 

Beverly Merriman, Town Clerk reported in March, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-four (54) individual dog licenses for $457.00.  The State’s share was $71.00, to Ag and Markets for the Dog Population Control Program, and the Town’s commission was $386.00, including $31.00 in late fees. Three (3) dog licenses were cancelled during the month.

On 03-02-2012, we sent out twenty-two (22) late notices for dog licenses that were due February 29, 2012. Renewal notices, for sixty-two (62) dogs due in April, were sent out March 26, 2012. 

There were no marriage licenses issued, twelve (12) handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month and one junkyard license for $25.00 was issued.

We issued thirteen (13) certified copies, totaling $130.00 and three (3) copies of documents for genealogy purposes totaling $66.00.

Decal sales totaled $511.00 of which the Town realized $11.41.

We held a Blood Drive on March 3, 2012. Our goal was thirty-six (36) units and we collected thirty-six (36) units including three (3) double red donors.  The next Blood Drive will be held May 5, 2012.

Deputy Town Clerk Jody Burdick was awarded a $500.00 scholarship from the New York State Town Clerk’s Association to attend this year’s Town Clerk’s Conference in Saratoga, April 22-25th. 

Communications received:


1)  NYMIR- notification that the buildings will be re-appraised.


2) AYSO 2011 Financial Report


3) Westlanders-Thank you for financial support.


4) Marge Mahanna- Thank you for retirement party and watch.


5) Oneida County Association Of Towns- April meeting April 17, 2012


6)  New York State Department of Motor Vehicles- Handicapped Parking permit        reminder letter.

7) NYS DEC- Floodplain Fill and Drainage Impacts, Tributary of Oriskany Creek.

8) Menter, Rudin & Trivelpiece, P.C. - FOIL request for documents pertaining to Keith Gunter or Gunter Construction.


9) Menter, Rudin & Trivelpiece, P.C- payment for copies and postage for above FOIL request.

10) Oneida County Tourism- Official 2012 Oneida County Travel Guide.


11) Oneida County Board of Legislator- notice of Public Hearing to consider applications submitted by landowners for inclusion in Agricultural Districts.

12) American Red Cross- blood drive commitment letter for September 8, 2012 blood drive.

13) NYSTCA- notification of scholarship award of $500.00 to the Deputy Town Clerk.
14) National Grid- executed copy of the attachment agreement to hang flags and banners.
15) NYS Department of State’s Committee on Open Government-seminar on April 19, 2012 regarding the Open Meeting Laws.

16) Timothy Schram- advertisement for locally made gasoline from grass.
Checks received:


1) Westmoreland Fire District
fuel 1-31 to 2-29-12

$   587.32


2) Peerless Insurance


payment for rental

  3,662.42


3) Stanwix Height VFD

fuel 2-1 to 2-29-12

     168.03


4) Westmoreland Justice Court
Feb- Judge Bowers

  9,035.00


5) Bank of Utica


interest payment

     466.22


6) Westmoreland Justice Court
March- Judge Ossont

10,600.00

Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of vandalism at the Town Park.  All of the electrical receptacles at the Pavilion were damaged.  

Councilperson Husted will be getting estimates to repair the roofs on the Town Hall and the Highway Garage, after specifications are drawn and written up.
76 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to authorize David Husted to have Chuck Crolings of March Associates draw up specifications to replace these roofs.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Councilperson Pritchard spoke of the sidewalks near the Westmoreland Methodist Church being replaced or repositioned.  The Church wants to lay underground electric to the sign in front of the Church before the sidewalks are laid.

Councilperson Eisnor reported that he is still working on problems with the health insurance.
Councilperson Hebbard announced a Southern Oneida County Council of Governments meeting later this month at the Fairfield Inn in Verona.

77 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to overturn motion #61 of 2012, to fund purchase of new truck.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was carried.

78 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to transfer $14,223.00 from unappropriated fund balance A599 to A7110.400, to pay for the Lowell land purchase.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

There will be no Summer Reading Program funded by the Town.  Pop Warner will attend the Board meeting in May.

79 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted, seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to keep the original funding of $850.00 for Pop Warner Football.  Councilpersons Pritchard, Hebbard, Husted and the Supervisor voted AYE, Councilperson Eisnor voted NAY. The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Onan Genset 3 phase 20 amp generator that was advertised for bids last May, high bid by Tom Zavalidroga of $380.00, was rejected by the Town at that time.  James Pritchard had placed the second highest bid of $250.00.  An attempt will be made to ascertain whether Mr. Zavalidroga would still want this generator.
80 Councilperson Eisnor advanced a motion to accept the second bid of $250.00 for the Onan Genset 3 phase 20 amp Generator that was submitted by Jim Pritchard, if Mr. Zavalidroga can’t be contacted.  This was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  Supervisor Sydoriw, Councilperson Eisnor and Councilperson Hebbard voted AYE.  Councilperson Husted voted NAY, and Councilperson Pritchard abstained.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

81 The following resolution was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor,

Resolution of the Town of Westmoreland to Lease One Western Star Truck for the Westmoreland Highway Department
Whereas, the Town of Westmoreland Town Highway Department has the need for a new vehicle (essential equipment); and

Whereas, one 2012 Western Star Truck suitable to the immediate needs of the Highway Department is available for lease; and

Whereas, First Niagara Leasing, Inc. can provide to the Town a lease with an option to purchase said truck for the amount of $140,000, payable yearly at $48,791.71, for a term of three years at an interest rate of 2.26%, for a total cost, including interest, of $146,375.13 as shown on the Lease Quote of March 9,2012, attached hereto; and

Whereas, the Town Board is thus desirous of acquiring said truck to fulfill its need for essential equipment for the Highway Department purposes;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
1. That the Board shall have the authority, without further review, to enter into such lease agreement to lease such essential equipment through First Niagara Leasing, Inc.; and

2. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:

Supervisor Sydoriw

VOTING
AYE

Councilperson Eisnor
VOTING
AYE

Councilperson Pritchard
VOTING
AYE

Councilperson Hebbard
VOTING
AYE

Councilperson Husted
VOTING
AYE

The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of the Oneida County Association of Towns meeting to be held at Orchard Hall on April 17, 2012.  The speakers will be from the Oneida County Board of Elections.

The Oneida-Herkimer Recycling will hold a meeting April 21st at the Leland Ave location. 

SUNY IT is holding a workshop on the open meeting law on April 19, 2012 from 6:30 to 8:30 P.M.

82 A motion to appoint Dennis Walker, 5597 Shed Road, to the Board of Assessment Review, to fill the vacated term of Reginald Sanborn which expires September 30, 2012 was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Sydoriw.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Junior Girl Scout Troop has offered to plant flowers at the “Green” and at the Park entrance.

83 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard, seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to allow the Junior Girl Scouts to plant flowers at the “Green” and the “Park” and to advance $100.00 for plants.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

84 A motion to accept and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes reports was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor declared the motion carried.

85 A motion to approve the minutes of March 12, 2012 was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

86 A motion to approve and order paid the General Fund Vouchers 107 through 156 which total $49,092.12 was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

87 A motion to approve and order paid the Highway Fund claims, 61 through 85, which total $35,341.36 was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

88 A motion to approve and order paid the claims of the following water districts, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.

Tindall Corners

vouchers 3 thru 5
which total
$  1,226.05  

Westmoreland Water
vouchers 16 thru 21 
which total
$59,634.25
Spencer Settlement

voucher 6 thru 8
which total
$     761.83

Camelot


voucher 2

which totals
$  7,162.60

All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the next regular Board meeting will be held May 14, 2012 at 6:30 P.M.

89 A motion to adjourn this meting was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 8:28 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
