Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

January 9, 2012

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order at 6:36 P.M. by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Codes Enforcement Officer Gary Schreppel, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden and four (4) residents.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. He then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  There being no one present wishing to speak to the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular meeting.

There were no County Legislators present.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked for the Highway Report.  Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy was absent because of illness.  Deputy Superintendent Russell Young reported that the Department has been picking up Christmas trees.  Councilperson Husted asked how much was being saved due to the lack of snow.  Councilperson Pritchard asked about fuel, salt and sand per mile.  Deputy Superintendent Young said that he will determine that.  He knows each round trip for each plow uses about forty (40) gallons of fuel.
The Assessor’s Report stated that the Exemptions are coming in at a good pace. Warren is in the office from 9am to Noon daily.  I will be out on the roads for data Collection, weather permitting. Still trying to get classes somewhat close by.  Sole Assessor Szarek stated that he will be attending a class at Jefferson County Community College for certification.  He needs to attend only one half (1/2) day.  He spoke of Robert Esche asking for an agricultural exemption on his barn and gazebo, which was denied.

The Supervisor asked for the Codes Report. Codes Officer Terry Williamson reported that he 

1. Sent out trailer body renewals for 2012. One has been removed on the end of Skyline Drive.

2. Enrolled for 3 codes classes in January presented by NYSERDA to be held in Utica worth 10 hrs of code training.

3. Compiling data for NYS Department of State annual 1203 permit reporting form due the end of January.

4. Issued 2012 Operating Permit to Rising Stars Soccer Club for building with an occupant load of 100 or more.

He also spoke of the recent fire on East Carter Road.  The building is down, but contains asbestos.  He has spoken with Sullivan, a licensed asbestos removal company.  Sullivan will work with Burt Seymour Excavating who will transport debris to the Ava Landfill.  He asked for an emergency resolution to abate the dangerous situation.
26 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to authorize the Codes Officer, pursuant to Local Law #2 of 1985; Unsafe Building Law; to order the emergency demolition of a burned out building at 7644 East Cater Road, owned by Richard Swiderski, and to schedule a hearing on this subject at 6:00 P.M., January 16, 2012 in front of the Town Board.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was carried. 

The Supervisor thanked the Codes Officer for his report.  The Supervisor stated that regular maintenance had been reported by the Water Department Operator.
Riley McFadden, Senior Library Clerk reported that in December 2011 we loaned out 1,104 items, registered three (3) new patrons, and purchased thirteen (13) new books for $289.56.
The Supervisor called for the Attorney’s Report.  Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola reported the following;
Time Warner Cable Franchise Agreement – TWC granted a decrease in the regulatory residential density requirements for extension of service from 35 to 20.  New Agreement recommended.

Hydraulic Fracturing – Continue to research options, including zoning changes.

Employee Handbook – Revised language of Bereavement Policy.
Dog Control Officer – Revise Dog Control Officer Agreement.

Lowell Fire Dept. Property – Purchase offer and deposit for Rte 26 property owned by Lowell FD submitted.  Waiting for proposed closing documents from seller.

Recycling Law – Review and revise proposed draft local law to regulate recycling. 

Dept of Labor Matter – Receive and review consultation report from DOL.
Attorney Mattacola stated that Time Warner has made the necessary change in density from 35 to 20 homes per cable mile in the agreement and that the Supervisor should sign it.

Beverly Merriman, Town Clerk reported the following;

In December, the Town Clerk’s office sold seven (7) new dog licenses and renewed forty-six (46) individual dog licenses for $ 328.00.  The State’s share was $ 53.00, to Ag and Markets for the Dog Population Control Program, and the Town’s commission was $275.00. Three (3) dog licenses were cancelled during the month.

On December 2, 2011, we sent out twenty-seven (27) late notices for dog licenses that were due November 30, 2011. Renewal notices, for sixty-two (62) dogs due in January, were sent out 12-27-2011. 

We issued ten (10) certified copies for $100.00.

We issued one (1) marriage license, for $50.00. The Town realized $ 27.50.

There were twelve (12) handicapped permits issued or renewed during the month.

Sales of DECALS (hunting/fishing) licenses for December 2011 were $46.00 and $ 43.46 was sent to the State.  The Town’s commission was $ 2.54.

The Town Clerk and the Deputy Town Clerk attended the Oneida County Association of Town Clerk’s Meeting on December 16, 2011.

Communication:

1) Humane Society Contract

2) Reading Center Board of Trustees

3) Regional Computer Recycling& Recovery

4) Oneida County Local Law #1 of 1990

5) Board of Ethics letter

6) Planning Board Meeting Minutes

7) Oneida County Veterans’ Service Agency

Checks Received:
       1)  Clark Mills Fire District

$299.85

       2)  Westmoreland Fire District

$820.52, $540.27, $149.31

       3)  New York State Thruway

$87,775.59

       4)  Westmoreland Central School
$11,176.82

       5)  Justice Keith Bowers


$7,020.00

       6)  COCVAC



$2,344.89

       7)  Bank of Utica



$466.22

       8)  County of Oneida (ditching)

$11,600.00

       9)  Justice Steven Ossont (Dec.)

$10,605.00

Board Comments:

Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of the North Country Conference on March 29, 2012 in Watertown.  He advised the Board he had spoken with the Zoning Board Chairman regarding the change in payment for that position.  Discussion continued.

Councilperson Husted stated the NYSERDA Energy Survey for the Town may cost up to $400.00.  Councilperson Pritchard said to look into this after Husted’s business survey is completed.  Councilperson Husted said that he believes the changes in compensation should have been done at budget time, not the Organizational Meeting.

Councilperson Pritchard spoke of the City of Rome’s Zoning Board of Appeals who serve as a volunteer board.  He agrees with the new bereavement policy.

Councilperson Eisnor spoke on the new Health Insurance Policy that runs from September through August 31, 2012.  Discussion followed.

27 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor seconded by Councilperson Pritchard to amend the Employee Handbook to read that Health Insurance is available to eligible employees and is available in the Supervisor’s Office for public perusal.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
28 A motion to rescind the salary increases of the Supervisor (16,591) and the Town Board members (4,146) was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  Councilpersons Eisnor, Husted, Hebbard and Pritchard voted AYE, Supervisor Sydoriw voted NAY.  The motion was declared carried.

Councilperson Hebbard spoke of the Town of Westmoreland hosting the SOCCOG meeting on January 30, 2012.  Rob Laducci, South Street, will ask businesses to donate for the use of a track-hoe, to alleviate problems associated with the flooding on East South Street and Tindall Manor areas.
29 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Time Warner Contract.  Councilperson Pritchard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The new bereavement policy will be distributed to all employees with handbooks.

Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of problems with the reading of water meters in all three (3) Water Districts.  Many meters have been unread, 13% in Tindall Water Consolidated, Westmoreland Water District 32%.  He will meet with the meter readers on Wednesday night, January 11, 2012.

Discussion continued on the Highway Wage Agreement.

30 A motion to amend the Organizational meeting minutes to three (3) HEO positions, pay rate not to exceed $18.28 per hour, five (5) MEO positions, not to exceed $17.33 per hour and one (1) MEO position not budgeted was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

31 A motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Dog Control Contract with Sue Gardinier was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

The Humane Society Agreement was discussed.  The Town Attorney wants a signed addendum submitted before the Town signs the agreement. Tabled.
The new recycling law was discussed.  This is a law that should have been passed in 1990.  A public hearing will be held at 6:30 P.M., February 13, 2012 on Local Law #1 of 2012.

The Oneida County Association of Towns will meet at the Radisson, Utica, New York on January 17, 2012.  The speaker at this meeting will be County Executive Anthony Picente.

Discussion on the Procurement Policy was tabled.

At 8:03 P.M. the Supervisor Sydoriw recessed the regular meeting to enter into Executive Session.  He invited the Board and the Town Attorney to stay to discuss a personnel problem.

The Board and the Supervisor exited Executive Session at 9:18 P.M.

32 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted to retain the Building Codes position, funded at $9,898.00, septic inspection fees and mileage.  The Codes Enforcement/Fire Inspector position would be funded at $50.00 per inspection, mileage and a salary of $17.50 per hour, not to exceed $3,000.00 for the year.  The hours would be at the Building Inspector’s discretion.  Councilperson Pritchard wants both of the Codes Officers to be more proactive and vigilant in looking for building violations.  The Building Inspector will canvass several roads each month, November through March.  Supervisor Sydoriw, Councilpersons Husted and Hebbard voted AYE, Councilpersons Eisnor and Pritchard abstained.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 

33 A motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

34 A motion to approve and place on file the minutes of December 12, 2011; as amended and December 28, 2011 as written, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

35 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted to approve and order paid the Highway Claims #1 through #9, which total $17,489.58.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

36 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to approve and order paid the General Fund Vouchers, #1 through #22 which total $16,297.74.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

37 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to approve and order paid the Water Fund Claims as follows;


Westmoreland Water
claims 1-3
which total
$1616.63


Tindall Water

claim 1
which totals
$  626.00


Spencer Settlement

claim 1-2
which total
$  828.14


Camelot Water

claim 1
which totals
$7394.48

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the next regular meeting will be held February 13, 2012  with the Public Hearing on Local Law #1 of 2012; Recycling Law; at 6:30 P.M.  Also a Special Meeting will be held on January 24, 2012 at 6:30 P.M. to conduct an audit of Town Books.

38 Councilperson Husted advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting, seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 9:52 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
