Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Monthly Meeting

July 11, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order at 7:00 P.M., July 11, 2011, by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.
Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek and Attorney for the Town Gregory Mattacola.  There were eight (8) residents present.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Six young men wishing to conduct another Summerfest spoke to the Board.  They were Corey Iffert, Kris Light, Nick Farr, Nick Leone, Stephan Shepherd and Alex Lallier.  Corey Iffert acted as spokesperson for the group.  He spoke of 670 persons who attended last year.  They have an account of $500.00 to start this year.  The Summerfest will have nine (9) bands, food and they are trying to sign up more venders.  They are planning on a bouncy house and stated that they would like to have fireworks.  They asked if the Town could help sponsor this activity.  This Summerfest is scheduled for August 13, 2011, from noon to 9:00 P.M. 
Glen Masner, a School Board member, presented a petition to the Board requesting that the Town Board authorize the cleaning of two (2) ditches that connect the school grounds to East Main Street.  He stated that in 1942, the Highway Superintendent Dixon dug these ditches.  They are now overgrown and water is backing up onto school property.  He spoke of a potential health issue with snapping turtles and snakes that have been seen.  Councilperson Pritchard spoke of private property and stated that Soil and Water and the D.E.C. should be contacted.

There being no one else present wishing to speak to the Board, Supervisor Sydoriw reconvened to the regular Board meeting.

There were no County Legislators present.

The Supervisor asked for the Highway report.  Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy spoke of the Acee Road easement that the turnaround at the end of Acee Road needs to be rebuilt.  He submitted a survey map of that area.  He reported that the engineer has suggested that the Jersey Barriers for the Wheeler Creek Bridge be placed on second I-Beams.  This will leave a 13’ roadbed.  Superintendent Eddy will contact the County and ask for assistance with the Jersey Barriers.  The Town will need to transport the Jersey Barriers on the County flatbed and to use the County’s large Gradall to set the Barriers.  He reported that the transmission came back Thursday.  We should have the tractor back sometime next week.  The roof leak has moved to the entrance to the break room.

The Supervisor thanked him for his report and asked for the Assessor’s report.  Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported that he picked up the final roll. I will be trying to go out to do some Data collection this summer on the parcels that have large inventory to update the cards. I have received the computer updates from the County. I will be attending classes as they come along.
The Assessor was thanked for his report by the Supervisor who then asked for the Codes Report. 

Terry Williamson, Codes Officer, reported that Tony’s Pizza septic issues resolved. Lack of maintenance on grease trap allowed grease to get into distribution box and plug up system. James Haggerty paid for two years of past due trailer body permits and a current permit was sent to him.
The Code’s Officer was thanked and the Water District Report was placed on file.  Ted Flint, Water Plant Operator submitted the following report;

· June 16 - Attended 8 hour class on “Filtration Technologies. I have my last scheduled recertification class on August 26th in Syracuse.

· Received a phone call on June 25th from Jim Wharram informing me that our chlorinator pumps were not working properly. I met Jim at the pump house and started diagnosing the problem. Apparently lightning struck something at the pump house which in turn took out the controls to both of our chlorine metering pumps. Both units were non responsive in the automatic 4-20 mA mode. I worked with Jack Dodson over the phone that evening until around 11pm resetting all the breakers in the power panels and the master control panel. I was able to get one of the chlorine metering pumps to work in an off-line mode to keep chlorine flowing through our system.

· June 26th – Contacted Keith Fazekas with Gartner Equipment about trouble shooting our problem. He told me that he would be in on Tuesday the 28th. I also contacted Karl Hughes with Aqua Logics Systems about diagnosing our problem with the main control panel. He talked with Keith Fazekas on June 28th about the problem and figured out that we had a damaged analog output module. He ordered one immediately and will install it as soon as it comes in.

· June 28th – Keith verified that both of our chlorine metering pumps were damaged with the lightning strike and they would have to be either sent out for repairs (approximately $1000 each) or replaced for $1315 each. I told him to put 2 new pumps on order right away and verified that with Greg Sydoriw. He also said that our insurance should cover the cost of replacement pumps along with the labor to set them up. Beverly verified this with our insurance company.

· July 6th – Keith Fazekas came to the pump house and installed the first of 2 new chlorine metering pumps that came in the previous week. The second one is on back order and he will install that one as soon as it comes in.

· July 7th – Karl Hughes form Aqua Logics came to the pump house and repaired the master control panel. He replaced the damaged 4 channel analog output module and also removed our CL17 chlorine analyzer from the wall to send out for repairs. Our chlorine analyzer has been giving us problems for a couple months now – working sporadically. This should be a warrantee issue. Karl also left me 2 new batteries that have to be installed in the control panel at the water tank on Route 233. Karl also worked on repairing our phone dialer that also went on the fritz during the lightning storm.  

· July 16 & 17 – I will be flushing all 3 water systems this weekend. We need to place a letter in the newspaper informing our customers.

The Supervisor asked for the Reading Center Report.  Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden submitted the following;
In June we loaned out 1,251 items, registered two new patrons, and purchased sixteen new books for $249.73.

This years Summer Reading Program “One World, Many Stories” began today with Reading is Magic by Joey D. 

The director is Kim Mursch, she has planned the Zoo Mobile for July 18, and a Pool Party at the Westmoreland Pool for July 25th. Reading awards will be handed out and every one can build their own hot fudge Sunday. The program is free. Please join us.

The Supervisor thanked the Senior Library Clerk and asked for the Attorney’s Report.

Attorney for the Town Gregory Mattacola reported;

Zoning Ordinance – Additional Revisions per 6/13 Board Meeting completed.  Waiting for approval from Board to proceed with preparation of final copies for distribution (25).   

He delivered twenty-five (25) copies to the Board.

Mailbox Issue – Notice sent 6/14 via certified mail to landlord to remove, or have his tenant remove, the mailbox on Rte 23.  Mailbox has been removed.
Permit Fee Issue – 6/22/11 Letter mailed to James Haggerty for collection of 2010 & 2011 rent fee.  Has same been remitted to Town Clerk?

Mower Issue – Follow up with Hwy Superintendent and Ins. Co. re:  status of repairs and insurance policy limits.

Time Warner Cable Franchise Agreement – Comparing new TWC (Adelphia) proposal with prior TWC Agreements.
Summerfest – I am Drafting Hold Harmless Agreement for Vendor/Applicants.

He stated that the Zoning Ordinance should be sold for $25.00.  This new ordinance is on the Web-site where it can be viewed and/or printed out.

The Town Clerk’s Report was submitted by Town Clerk Beverly Merriman;

In June, the Town Clerk’s office sold fifteen (15) new dog licenses and renewed seventy-two (72) individual dog licenses and two (2) purebred dog licenses for a total of $703.00.  The State’s share was $120.00, sent to Ag and Markets for the Dog population Control Program, and the Town’s commission was $583.00.  

On June 6, 2011, we sent out late notices for dog licenses that were due May 31, 2011.  Renewal notices for dogs due in July were sent out June 27, 2011.

We issued ten (10) certified copies for $100.00 and sold one (1) water meter for $100.00.

Two (2) marriage licenses were issued for $100.00.  The Town realized $55.00. There was ten (10) permanent and three (3) temporary handicapped permits issued or renewed during the month.

The sale of hunting and fishing licenses (DECALS) totaled $182.00, of which the Town’s commission was $10.05. 

Communications received:

1. Deb Eldredge- compliment on Park

2. SOCCOG meeting- July 28, 2011, Gilroy, Kernan and Gilroy

3. Fireworks Permit- 07-08-2011-Seymour’s Diner

4. NYS Public Service commission

5. Just Energy- reimbursement for garage and filtration

6. Slack Chemical notice of increase in costs of chlorine

7. Receipt from Brown’s River-Marotti for 1943-1955 minutes book  

Checks Received:

1. Just Energy-reimbursement of overcharges for garage and filtration-            $   372.18

2. Time Warner 2nd quarter franchise fee




       5,078.59

3.  Bank of Utica-Interest on CD





          251.30

4.  Westmoreland fire district- fuel 5-01-11/5-31-2011


          984.93

5.  Clark Mills Fire District-fuel





          253.81

6.  Central Oneida county Ambulance Corps- fuel



       2,466.48

7. Westmoreland Justice Court-Justice Bowers May 2011


       7,635.00

8. Westmoreland Justice Court-Justice Bowers June 2011


       8.789.00

9.  Stanwix Heights Fire Department- fuel




          317.41

10. Eastern shores Associates-deductible refund



           250.00

11. Westmoreland Central School- fuel May 1-31, 2011                                     12,059.72

The Supervisor asked for Board comments.

Councilperson Eisnor reported the generator status will be determined this week.  He has received a request from the Sports Boosters to be allowed to construct a concrete pad underneath the bleachers that are partially on Town property.

102 A motion to allow Sports Boosters to build a pad under the bleachers, partially on Town property, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.  They requested that the Highway Superintendent dig out all bleacher sets for the Sports Boosters.

Councilperson Hebbard stated that the overpayment to Just Energy has been repaid.  He reminded everyone of the insurance meeting at Gilroy, Kernan and Gilroy on the 28th of July, sponsored by SOCCOG.
Councilperson Husted reported that Reiban Roofing estimated that repairs to the barrel roof would be around $11,000.00.  The flat roof repair would be around $28,000.00.

Councilperson Pritchard had no comment.

Supervisor Sydoriw reported that Mr. Clemons called to report that his son almost drowned in the pool.  Mr. Clemons had to pull him out.  Mr. Clemons and the Supervisor will meet with Lorie Otter at the Pool tomorrow.  The Supervisor was told that after the July 4th weekend the pool lost about a foot of water.  The meter that was installed at the pool last year is not working.  Jeff Hanrahan will repair or replace this meter.

The Time Warner Franchise agreement was tabled.

Last month two (2) vouchers, 1 and 2 for the final payments of HA-Westmoreland Water District Extensions, to Jack Dodson and Attorney Mattacola were not signed by the Board.

103 Councilperson Eisnor advanced a motion to approve the payments of these vouchers, Councilperson Pritchard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

104 A motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Inter-municipal Agreement, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Councilperson Eisnor spoke about Chandler’s Office, (insurance carrier) coming to speak to the Highway Department.  He said that he should have been notified and attended this meeting.  He is the liaison between the Board and the Highway Department.  A meeting will be set up with Councilpersons Eisnor and Hebbard, to meet with the Bookkeeper and a representative from Chandler’s office.  
Discussion followed on Summerfest and the request for support from the Town.  A lengthy discussion followed.
105 A motion to contribute $2,000.00 for fireworks for Summerfest was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard.  More discussion and Councilperson Pritchard seconded the motion.

AYES- Councilperson Hebbard, Supervisor Sydoriw

NAYS- Councilpersons Husted, Eisnor and Pritchard.

Motion failed.

Discussion followed on the Thruway leak BAN.  This BAN will be moved from NBT to Oneida Savings, for a lower interest rate.  

106 A motion to authorize payment of $100,000.00 on principal was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
107 Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of a notice from IRS raising mileage rate to .555 per mile.  After discussion a motion to keep mileage reimbursement at .51 per mile, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  Councilpersons Pritchard, Husted and Eisnor voted AYE.  Supervisor Sydoriw and Councilperson Hebbard voted NAY. Motion was declared carried.

108 A motion to approve the following budget modification was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.

From DA2680.
Insurance Recovery
to
DA5130.400

$1,696.02

From A7410.400
Library Contractual to
A7410.200 equip.
$2,000.00


All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

109 A motion to approve and place on file the reports of the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Officer, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

110 A motion to approve and place on file the minutes of June 13, 2011, was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

111 A motion to approve and order paid the Water Fund claims; as follows; was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.

Tindall Corners Consolidated
claim 11
which totals

$     60.00

Westmoreland Water District
claims 39-44
which totals

  1,747.24 

Spencer Settlement Water 

claim
 9
which totals

     530.91
Camelot Water District

claim 3
which totals

  6,996.30


All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

112 A motion to approve and order paid the Highway Fund claims 129 through 151; which total $49,824.06; was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

113 A motion to approve and order paid the General Fund Vouchers 248 through 299; which total $26,974.89; was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the next regular Board meeting will be August 8, 2011.

114 A motion to adjourn this meeting was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 8:54 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
