Westmoreland Town Board

Meeting Minutes

October 11, 2010

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw at 7:00 P.M., October 11, 2010, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Councilpersons present; Kenneth Eisnor and Hubert Pritchard.  Councilpersons Chuck Hebbard and David Husted were absent.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden and Codes Officer Terry Williamson.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Sydoriw noted that there was no one present to speak at Public Session.

There were no County Legislators present.
The Highway report was given by Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy. He stated that the sand is all in, but the salt is coming in very slowly.  The crew is still working on Creaser Road.
The Sole Assessor, Bernard Szarek, in his report stated he is still working on the MCI case.  He will be completing the transfers and new addresses for the County and Town taxes by the end of the week.  Warren has started getting the new permits ready for field review.  The new exemption forms are in the hall for anyone who might need one, as well as the snowbirds, as some of them are leaving at the end of the month.  

The Codes Report, given by Codes Officer Terry Williamson stated that winter hours have now been posted, October 1, 2010 to March 31, 2011 as follows: Tuesdays 6:30- 8:00 P.M., Thursdays by appointment.
There was no water district monthly report submitted.

The Reading Center Report was given by Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden.  “We loaned out 1,674 items and registered two new patrons.  We have started winter hours and are very busy.  There are more older patrons are using computers for research and job hunting.”

She was asked by the Board if she had spent today, Columbus Day, babysitting as school was out. She replied “yes”.

The Supervisor thanked Riley for her report.  He stated that the Attorney for the Town, Gregory Mattacola, was unable to attend this meeting because of illness.  His report follows:
Nuisance Dog Cases – There are several outstanding nuisance dog cases currently which are requiring court appearances, working with the dog control officer, etc.

Handbook – The handbook has been finalized and distributed.         

Tax Assessment cases – We received two court petitions by two different taxpayers to challenge their assessment.  I am working with the Assessor on these matters.  We reached a settlement on the Verizon case and are working on a settlement on the second case. 

Dog Law – I have researched and reviewed the various statutes and materials regarding the new dog licensing requirements and have written and sent a rough draft of our new town law to the Clerk and Supervisor.  
The Town Clerk report provided by Town Clerk Beverly Merriman;

“In September the Town Clerk’s office sold seven (7) new dog licenses and renewed eighty-four (84) licenses for $398.00.  The County’s share was $121.02, $18.00 to Ag and Markets for spaying and neutering program and the Town’s commission was $290.98.  Sales of hunting and fishing licenses (DECALS) totaled $5,562.00.  The Town’s share is $260.24.  We issued twenty-two (22) certified copies for $220.00.  We sold four (4) marriage licenses for $200.00, of which the Town realized $110.00.  There were eleven (11) handicapped permits issued or renewed during the month.”

The Supervisor asked about the proposed dog law, the Town Clerk replied that she had e-mailed several suggestions to the Attorney, to change or add to the new law.  Each Board member had a copy of the Attorney’s law and copies of the changes submitted by the Clerk.  Some discussion followed.  The Supervisor thanked the Clerk for her comments and the report.

Supervisor Sydoriw started Board comments by stating he had received the Pool Closing Report from Mary Shepherd.  They spent $16,066.30 and took in $17,278.00.

Councilperson Pritchard stated that he had received a complaint from a resident who stated that she was unable to use the playground equipment because the pavilion had been “rented” out.  Discussion followed and a statement will be developed stating the occupancy of the pavilion only has sole use of the pavilion, horseshoe pits and the volleyball, not the playground equipment, which can be used by anyone.

Councilperson Pritchard also questioned whether the taking of water from the fire hydrants had been rectified.  The private pool filling paid the $100.00 charge.  The contractor has not paid, but did not get the water from a hydrant; the Fire Department filled the 250 gallon tank with a hose from the Fire Department.  The Supervisor stated that the Town Clerk had learned “something” by giving the contractor permission to take water.

Councilperson Eisnor asked if the Water Tank project could charge more because of time lost, no, a contract was signed.
135 After discussion on the upcoming dog law, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor, to hold a Public Hearing on proposed law #3 of 2010, Dog Law, at 7:00 P.M. on November 1, 2010 and a Public Hearing on the 2011 Budget at 7:30 P.M.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion carried.
136 A motion to hold Budget Workshops on October 17, 2010 at 7:00 P.M., October 18, 2010 at 7:30 P.M., and a Special Meeting on October 25, 2010 at 7:00 P.M., was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion on the proposal submitted by Just Energy.
137 A motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign a contract with Just Energy was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion was held on replacing the water meters in Tindall Corners Consolidated Water District.

The Supervisor spoke of changing the company that does our Town Payroll, from ADP to Paychex, a Rome company.

The Supervisor stated that Santa will visit on December 4, 2010. Discussion followed on fireworks. This was tabled.

Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of a Dinner Meeting at Marble Hill Inn on Thursday, November 18, 2010. Southern Oneida County Council of Governments will host this meeting.  For reservations please call Charles Hebbard.

138 A motion to approve the following budget modifications was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor;


SW3-8320.4

$50,000.00

to

SW3-8340.4

SW3-8330.4

$     300.00

to

SW3-8330.2

All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

139 A motion to approve the Supervisor’s, Town Clerk’s and Codes reports and place on file, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

140 A motion to accept and place on file the minutes of September 13, 2010 and the minutes of October 5, 2010, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

141 A motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General Fund, vouchers 410 through 466, which total $34,612.47, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
142 A motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway Fund, claims 227 through 246, which total $111,685.09, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

143 A motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Water Districts;


Tindall Corners Consolidated
claim 12
which totals
$       360.00


Westmoreland Water District
claims 62-72
which totals
$206,122.78


Spencer Settlement Water

claims 15-16
which totals
$       878.48


Camelot Water


claim 4
which totals
$    6,986.50

Was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

144 A motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the National Grid agreement to install the Christmas decorations on the light poles was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
145 A report by the Town Historian, Nancy Pritchard, was accepted and placed on file, upon a motion advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members presented voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the next regular Board meeting will be November 8, 2010 at 7:00 P.M.

146 A motion to adjourn this meeting was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 8:21 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Annual SOCCOG Dinner Meeting- November 18, 2010 at Marble Hill Inn, $15.00 per guest.  

2. Westmoreland Methodist Church request to hold a bake sale November 2, 2010
3. NYSTCA Regional Meeting- Byrncliff Resort and Conference Center, October 4, 2010, Varysburg, New York.

4. NYS-LGRMIF Grant Application Session- Tuesday, November 30, 2010, 8:30 A.M.- 1:00 P.M. at Westmoreland Town Hall.

5. Gift Receipt- American Cancer Society- in honor of Maryjane Eisnor.
Checks Received:

1. Bank of Utica 



Interest check on CD 

$      351.11

2. Stanwix Heights VFD


fuel



$        32.36

3. COCVAC



fuel



$   1,344.16

4. N.Y.S.




General Purpose State Aid
$ 53,776.00
5. Westmoreland Fire District

fuel



$      406.84

6. Westmoreland Central School
fuel



$   1,038.40

7. Westmoreland Justice Court

Judge Ossont-September
$ 11,700.00

