Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting Minutes

May 10, 2010

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order at 7:00 P.M., by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road Westmoreland, New York with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Planning Board Chairman Mark Crane, Dog Control Officer Sue Gardinier and seven (7) residents of the Town.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance and then adjourned the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Bernard Dzwonkas, Stone Road, spokesman for a group of Town retirees; Thelma Storey, Ed Frank, Paul Maxam, Margery Mahanna; spoke of a rumor that they had heard concerning the abolishment of life insurance policies on the retired employees of the Town. Mr. Dzwonkas feels it is wrong to take away this coverage, as several of the retirees are in their eighties and can not purchase life insurance at present.  Ed Frank spoke and said that this was not “right”.  Thelma Storey, former Town Clerk, said that “this was a slap in the face”.  She served thirty (30) years as Town Clerk.  Richard Storey spoke on this “rumor”, he stated that these retirees had counted on the life insurance, he spoke of “a promise made”.  The Bookkeeper, Linda Talma said that most of the current employees have life insurance coverage.  Some don’t earn enough in wages to qualify for coverage; the threshold is $2,000.00 per year.  There are thirty-two (32) current employees; the monthly cost is $305.00.  There are twenty-two (22) retired employees, with a monthly cost of $463.00.  Supervisor Sydoriw proposes to allow the retirees to self pay the premiums with two (2) payments per year.  There is still a ninety (90) day period when new hires are not covered.  The Supervisor thanked Mr. Dzwonkas and the other retirees, and asked Sue Gardinier to present her information to the Board.
Sue Gardinier, Dog Control Officer, spoke of a problem last month with a Verona dog that could not be taken to the Humane Society because the Society was full.  Sue told of having a neighbor who is building a kennel, now has box stalls that could be used.  This neighbor is a retired veterinarian technician, and is familiar with parvo and other canine diseases.  She would charge $10.00 per day for the five (5) day mandated hold on strays.  Verona has allowed Sue to purchase supplies, bedding, parvocide and parvo test kits.  She asks if Westmoreland would reimburse half the costs. After the five (5) day hold for these stray dogs, she has contacted Mary Cooper, “Rescue Me” to take these animals to adopt out, for a $50.00 fee.  Generally, this proposal sounds excellent, but questions were posed concerning insurance and a written contract or agreement with the provider.  The Town now has a contract with Ms. Gardinier.
Supervisor Sydoriw thanked Ms. Gardinier for her presentation and reconvened to the regular meeting.

There were no County Legislators present.

The Supervisor requested the Highway report.

Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy reported that the loader is in the shop, the center pin is bad.  The Highway Department will start summer hours May 19, 2010, 6:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.- 10 hour days.  He asks for permission to advertise for bids for 5000 cubic yards of sand.  He has received letters and phone calls thanking the Highway Department for picking trash on the roadsides.  Councilperson Pritchard commended the Highway crew on picking up the sides of the roads.

Highway Superintendent Eddy reported that the loader is fixed and will be picked up tomorrow.
69 A motion to authorize the advertisement for bids for 5000 cubic yards of sand, bids to be opened at 1:30 P.M. June 14, 2010, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE.

Councilperson Hebbard spoke on SOCCOG’s plans to maybe bid out for sand for several Towns.  The next SOCCOG meeting will be held at Westmoreland Town Hall on June 3, 2010.

Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy spoke of Vernon’s plans to hot pave Day Road, he asks that the Town finish the portion within the Town of Westmoreland.  He would like to pave 430’, 1 ½”= $4900.00, 2”= $6500.00 hot mix through Hanson Aggregates.
70 A motion to amend the Highway Agreement by extending to Cooper Street the hot paving on Day Road, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Discussion was held on the proposed purchase of a new pickup truck (1 ton).  Number 5 truck needs $900.00 worth of repairs.  Highway Superintendent Eddy will meet with Suit Kote tomorrow morning concerning plans for Day Road.  Discussion was held on the Highway Superintendent’s request to attend the 2010 Highway School in Ithaca.

Caroline Williams, SOCCOG, spoke of the group quote for highway signs, which will be supplied by Mitchelson.  The SOCCOG meeting will discuss shared staffing and cooperative insurance.  There will be a training session for Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals members on June 3, 2010 at the Town of Schuyler, 6:00-10:00P.M.  Also, on June 3, 2010, there will be a retirement seminar at HCCC.  The Supervisor thanked her for her information.
Terry Williamson, Codes Officer, reported that Frank Rasponte’s appearance ticket has been rescinded; the property at 4895 Tudman Road has been cleaned up.  He has received a garbage complaint on Martin Drive, he spoke with the owner and she is working on cleaning up.  A letter has been sent, order to remedy, to Melanie Goering on Route 233 to clean up trash again.  April showed an increase in permit activity, one new house, but mainly smaller scale projects.

No Water District Report was submitted.

Reading Center Report, Riley McFadden

In April we loaned out 1,635 items, purchased twenty-nine (29) new books for $274.79.  We are weeding old material from the shelves and cataloging new material to add to the collection.  Purging files of outdated material and shredding it.

Attorney for the Town, Gregory Mattacola reported;

Route 233 transfer should be completed in May and then the neighbor can begin the cleanup process.

NYS Thruway Authority- Response to Thruway Authority was sent, awaiting return response.  Several reminder letters have been sent and have again requested Senator Griffo’s assistance in getting the Thruway to respond.

Zoning- Meeting with Roger Crary regarding needed changes in light of the input from Agriculture and Markets.  New meeting is set for May 10, 2010, before the Board meeting, with Roger Crary and Hubert Pritchard to discuss any final changes.

Nuisance Dog Cases- There is still one outstanding nuisance dog case currently which is requiring court appearances.  I am working with the Dog Control Officer.

Handbook- A new draft of the Handbook has been circulated to the Board and if it meets approval, needs to be voted on.
Water District Long Term Funding- I have been assisting the Town with clarifying options for long term financing.

He will start on State Agriculture zoning modifications, cleanups of new draft zoning ordinance changes.  A public Hearing and individual notices will be required. 

The Town Clerk’s report was submitted by Town Clerk Beverly Merriman;

In April the Town Clerk’s Office sold ten (10) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-three (53) licenses for $330.00.  The County’s share was $95.17, $21.00 to Ag & Markets for spaying and neutering program and the Town’s commission was $213.83.  We received two (2) dog redemptions for $20.00 and were notified of five (5) dead dogs.

Sales of hunting and fishing licenses (DECALS) totaled $142.00, the Town’s share is $7.78 and we sold one (1) Zoning Book for $5.00, issued eight (8) certified copies for $80.00.
We sold our first marriage license of the year to a couple from West Virginia, on their way to Niagara Falls to get married.  The fee was $50.00 and the Town realized $27.50.

There were nine (9) handicapped permits issued or renewed during the month.

The Town Clerk spent Monday, April 26, 2010 at the NYS Town Clerk’s Conference in Saratoga.  We learned there is going to be a significant change in the NYS Dog Licensing System.  In fact, effective January 1, 2011, the State will no longer issue dog licenses and each municipality will be mandated to assume the entire process.  Each Town will provide tags, determine length and cost for licenses, must employ a Dog Control Officer and contract for shelter services.

I had two (2) books conserved and rebound by Brown’s River Marotti, an 1898 Assessment Roll and an 1865 Military Records.

Board Comments;

Councilperson Pritchard reported that the Lowell Fire House deed does not go back to prior owners- they are having appraisals quoted.
Councilperson Eisnor-nothing

Councilperson Hebbard- June 3, 2010, 7:00 P.M. SOCCOG meeting at Westmoreland.

The employee handbook will have draft four (4). Discussion on life insurance and how to modify this was lengthy.

71 Supervisor Sydoriw motioned to amend motion 53 by advancing the following motion- All current and future non-active employees, who are eligible for Town Life Insurance, will have the option to self-pay at the Town’s rate.  A roll call vote- seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  AYES Councilperson Pritchard, Husted, Hebbard, Supervisor Sydoriw.  Councilperson Eisnor OPPOSED.  The affected employees will be billed twice a year for the required premiums.

72 NYS Retirement system has required newly elected and appointed officials, who do not submit time sheets, to keep a log of hours worked for ninety (90) days, sometime within the first one hundred eighty days (180) of the new term.  After totaling the hours on each log submitted, for the following salaried employees, a motion to pass the following resolution, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.

Standard Work Days and Reporting Resolution
Be it herby resolved, that the Town Board of the Town of Westmoreland hereby establishes the following as standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employee’s Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body.

Highway Superintendent- Carl Eddy standard work day eight (8) hours, 

Term begins 01/01/2010-12/31/2013 salaried, twenty (20) days per month.

Town Clerk- Beverly Merriman-standard work day eight (8) hours, term     

begins 01/01/2010-12/31/2013, salaried, twenty (20) days per month.
Clerk to Justice- Gertrude Pick- standard work day four (4) hours, term    

            01/01/2010-12/31/2010, salaried, ten (10) days per month.

Clerk to Justice- Charlene Hartman- standard work day four (4) hours, term

            01/01/2010-12/31/2010, salaried, ten (10) days per month.

Senior Library Clerk- Riley McFadden- standard work day four (4) hours,      

            Term 01/01/2010-12/31/2013, salaried, ten (10) days per month.

Bookkeeper- Linda Talma- standard work day four (4) hours,      

            Term 01/01/2010-12/31/2010, salaried, ten (10) days per month.

Payroll Clerk- Linda Talma- standard work day one half (1/2) hours,      

            Term 01/01/2010-12/31/2010, salaried, one (1) day per month.

Date enacted- May 10, 2010.

All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

73 A motion to accept the estimate of $940.00 from Mark Crane to enclose one dugout at the park for storage of the sports equipment was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
After a lengthy discussion concerning the unauthorized filling of a swimming pool, with water from the Westmoreland Water District, 

74 A motion was advanced to send a letter to the pool owner stating that this was a theft of services, to determine what a pool filling would cost on the market, and then to send a hefty bill for the water used.  The motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was carried.
Discussion was held on the Westmoreland Pool, which seems to have a leak.  The Leak needs to be found and repaired if the Board is not going to close the pool.  Several quotes from different companies are needed.

75 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard to have the Recreation Director obtain quotes to repair the leak and to limit costs of repair to under $2,500.00.  This motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard and all Board members Voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of the Historical Society’s tour of the Schoolhouse, by the Board, at 6:00 P.M. on June 14, 2010.

76 A motion to accept and place on file the Supervisor’s, Town Clerk’s and Codes Report, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

77 A motion to accept the minutes of April 12, 2010, was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

78 A motion to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers; 161 through 204; excepting 195, which total $37,232.34, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
79 A motion to approve and order paid the Highway Fund Claims; 98 through 128; which total $32,408.87, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

80 A motion to approve and order paid the Water District Claims, as follows;

    Tindall Consolidated Water District   claim # 6

   which totals 
$66.64

    Westmoreland Water District              claims #28-#34     which totals        $8,294.65
     Spencer Settlement Water District     claims claim #9    which totals              $7.84


Was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated that that the next Board meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, June 14, 2010.  The Schoolhouse Tour will start at 6:00 P.M.

The Memorial Day Parade will start from the Green at 9:00 A.M. on May 31, 2010.

81 A motion to adjourn this meeting was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 10:44 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk

Communications Received;

1. Environmental Facilities Corporation- subsidy notice DWSRF project 16486

2. Mary Ellen Lynch- DWSRF 16486- close short term, convert to long term 6-24-2010
3. Certificate of Designation of a restricted highway- Skyline Driver –Oriskany Falls to 

    State Route 5 

4. Cornell University Cooperative Extension- from Seed to Feed Program

5. Department of Agriculture and Markets municipal shelter report 4-15-2010

6. Rising Stars Soccer Club- request for four (4) Thursdays using Park Fields, U12

Checks Received;

1. Clark Mills Fire District

fuel



$186.63

2. Westmoreland Fire District

fuel



$456.04

3. Time Warner Cable


franchise fee 


$48,701.67
4. Time Warner Cable


franchise fee


$20,172.07

5. County of Oneida


Feb/April Snow Removal
$84,325.00
6. Westmoreland Central School
fuel 3/1/10-4/1/10

$10,536.13

7. County of Oneida


2009 Apportioned Surplus
$171.65

8. C.O.V.A.C



fuel



$1,678.29

9. Stanwix Heights VFD

fuel



$118.24

10. County of Oneida


water re-levies


$44,580.90

11. Westmoreland Justice Court
Justice Ossont


$7,614.00


Added;
Councilperson Eisnor reported that the Justice Court would recommend a 4’X6’ enclosure- a window to the right as you enter the Justice Court’s outside entry door-a solid door to enter the courtroom and they suggested that Mike Rahn be hired as security, for approximately $100.00 per DA night.

BJM 
