Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

May 9, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw at 7:00 P.M. at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present, Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Attorney for the Town Gregory Mattacola, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Planning Board Chairman Mark Crane and four (4) residents of the Town.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and stated that Sherriff Maciol would be joining us sometime later during the meeting.  The Supervisor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

James Skinner, East Main Street, spoke of having applied for a peddlers permit for his franchise “American Potato”.  He has been invited to the Fireman’s Farmers Market and plans on selling at garage sales and Summer Fest.  Councilperson Husted asked about competition with other organizations.   Mr. Skinner said that he had called all the Youth Organizations, only Soccor got back to him.

Supervisor Sydoriw thanked Mr. Skinner for his presentation.  There being no one else wishing to speak to the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.

There were no County Legislators present.

The Highway report stated that all Highway personnel attended an eight (8) hour OSHA training course at the Westernville Fire House, for the upcoming year.  The Highway Superintendent had asked in his report that the Highway Road Agreement be signed, that the sand bids be advertised, that the Highway employees are out collecting trash from the roadsides.  Effective May 4, 2011, the Highway Department started back on ten hour days, four day week.  Ditching has started and some road work, replacing culvert pipes.  Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy was absent.  Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young will answer questions from the Board.

At this time Rob Maciol arrives.  As the newly elected Oneida County Sheriff, he spoke briefly to the Board and handed out the Sheriff’s annual report.  
Councilperson Pritchard asked the Sheriff if he could give us a report on accidents that have occurred in the Town.  Councilperson Pritchard stated that our Town stripes the roads, but Vernon and Verona do not.  How do accident rates compare?  Sheriff Maciol said this could be done.  He stated that he had a very smooth turnover with former Sheriff Middaugh.  Supervisor Sydoriw thanked the Sheriff for meeting with our Board.
Discussion resumed on highway items contained in the proposed Highway Agreement.  Denslow was shimmed last year and the Highway Superintendent had planned to hot pave this road in 2011.  An itemized cost for each road has been completed.  Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the bridge repair will be eliminated.  
72 Councilperson Eisnor advanced a motion to eliminate the Wheeler Creek Bridge work, to authorize funding for road work at $293,000.00, to require itemized invoices for each road and to allow $38,000.00 for miscellaneous expenses.  This motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  Councilpersons Eisnor, Hebbard and Husted voted AYE.  Councilperson Pritchard voted NAY.  Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried.
73 After discussion on sand bids, Councilperson Eisnor advanced a motion to authorize the advertising of sand bids to be opened June 6, 2011 at 1:30 P.M.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The bid opening of the bids for surplus equipment was started at 7:50 P.M.  The following bids were opened and read aloud by the Town Clerk;


1968 Ford Tractor- 



Fairway Farm $1,100.00

Tom Zavalidroga $906.00


Onam Genset 3 Phase 20 amp Generator-



Tom Zavalidroga $380.00

James Pritchard $250.00


Minute Mount Plow-



Tom Zavalidroga $75.00

Jason Faniglula $175.00


Federal Pacific Transformer, primary 240-



Tom Zavalidroga $50.00

James Pritchard $100.10

74 A motion to accept the highest bid on each item, except the generator, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  The generator will be evaluated for use on the Town Hall by a second electrician.  Councilpersons Eisnor, Hebbard and Husted voted AYE, Councilperson Pritchard abstained.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried at 8:10 P.M.

Assessor Bernard Szarek reported the “Tentative Roll is in.  A copy has been left with the Town Clerk.  The Star exemptions are the same as last year, $39,070.00 for the enhanced, $19,500.00 for the basic.  Our equalization rated should be the same; 65%.  The notices have gone out for the new Assessments.”
The Supervisor asked for the Codes Report.  Codes Officer Terry Williamson reported that he sent a storage trailer renewal to James Haggerty. He sent out five (5) Order to Remedies for junk cars and cluttered properties on Dix Rd, W. Carter Rd, Rt. 26, Scadden Rd. and East Carter Rd. Observed some response but rain has hindered access to some for removal, so I will give additional time if needed. There has been a slight increase in permit activity, need good weather. He has received many calls on septic systems and tank replacements failing from high ground water.

The Water Report indicated regular maintenance was done.
Reading Center Report by Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden reports in April we loaned out 1,322 items, registered three (3) new patrons, and purchased twenty (20) new  

books for $284.80. We held an Easter Bunny coloring contest the week of April 22 to 27. Everyone who participated received a Cadbury Carmel Egg.  
The Supervisor asked for the Attorney’s Report.  Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola stated that the Zoning Ordinance is ready from printing.

75 A motion to approve and authorize the printing of the Zoning Ordinance, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard (loose leaf form, 25 copies) PDF on-line.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

Attorney Mattacola has supplied the Humane Society with an addendum on Indemnification which the Executive Director has signed.
76 A motion to authorize the Supervisor to sign the agreement between the Town and the Humane Society was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Discussion was held on sidewalk question.  Attorney Mattacola will research sidewalk construction guidelines (5’ or 4’) concrete?
The Town Attorney was thanked for his report and Supervisor Sydoriw asked for the Town Clerk’s Report.

In April, the Town Clerk’s office sold seventeen (17) new dog licenses and renewed seventy (70) individual dog licenses and one (1) purebred dog license for a total of $603.00.  The State’s share was $152.00, sent to Ag and Markets for the Dog population Control Program, and the Town’s commission was $451.00.  

On April 4, 2011, we sent out nineteen (19) late notices for dog licenses that were due March 31, 2011.  Renewal notices for dogs due in May were sent out April 25, 2011. We also collected $30.00 in redemption fees for three (3) dogs “detained” by the Dog Control Officer.

We issued three (3) certified copies for $30.00 and sold two (2) water meters for $200.00.

One (1) marriage license was issued for $50.00.  The Town realized $27.50. There was one (1) permanent and one (1) temporary handicapped permit issued or renewed during the month.

The sale of hunting and fishing licenses (DECALS) totaled $252.00, of which the Town’s commission was $13.91. 

Communications received:

1. US Census Bureau- request for census survey completion.

2. SOCCOG- notification of membership dues implementation and payment request.

3. Residents of West Carter Road- codes complaint regarding 6444 W. Carter Road.

4. Oneida County DPW-Shared Services Agreement. 

5. Oneida County DPW-request for Town Supervisor and Highway Superintendent’s e-mail addresses.

6. Westmoreland Central School-notification of weed control application.

7. Humane Society of Rome- addendum to the Stray Canine Agreement.

Checks Received:

1. C.O.V.A.C.



fuel 1/31/11-3/31/11

$  5,516.37

2. Camelot Village


water payment


$  8,776.16

3. Justice Court



Judge Bowers-March

$14,365.00

4. Clark Mills Fire District

fuel



$     505.19

5. County of Oneida


2/11-4/11 Snow Removal
$88,541.25

6. Westmoreland Central School
2/11-3/31/11 fuel

$22,808.86

7. E-Z Riders Snowmobile Club
fuel



$     218.97

8. County of Oneida


water re-levy payment

$36,471.33 



(Tindall $4,408.80, Westmoreland $31,542.48, Spencer $520.05)

       9.   Justice Court



Judge Ossont


$12,000.00

Board Comments;


Councilpersons Hebbard and Eisnor have set a meeting with Kernan, Gilroy and Kernan to discuss options on health insurance.  All employees should be present.  A special Meeting will be held Monday, May 23, 2011, at 7:00 P.M. to discuss employee benefits and any other business to be brought before the Board. 

Councilperson Pritchard questioned businesses in residential districts which are not home occupations, landscaping business on Jenkins Road.  Codes Officer Williamson said there have been no complaints.  Councilperson Pritchard said that Codes must be fair.
Supervisor Sydoriw reported that the Park has opened.  The Pavilion has many reservations already.

On the Time Warner issue, the agreement will not be signed until the franchise fees are corrected. Tabled.

77 After discussion on the Dodson proposal on pre-engineering costs for Rural Water grants, a motion to deny and drop all three applications was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  Councilpersons Pritchard, Eisnor and Husted voted AYE. Supervisor Sydoriw and Councilperson Hebbard voted NAY.  Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried.
Councilperson Hebbard said the SOCCOG could assist with purchasing insurance coverage, sand purchases.  Perhaps next year, as it is too late for this year.  
78 A motion to pay the SOCCOG dues of $310.35 was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion followed on a local law that may be needed to enable the Town to hire or appoint Officials from outside the Town.

Discussion continued on two (2) applications vendor’s permits.  Attorney Mattacola said that we have a loose law; the applications could have stipulations attached.  Postponed to the Special Meeting on May 23, 2011.

Memorial Day Parade will commence at the “Green” at 9:00 A.M.

79 A request for a motion to authorize four (4) credit hours of training to Planning Board members who attend training at the Schuyler Town Hall. A motion to authorize four (4) credit hours of training to Planning Board members, who attend training at the Schuyler Town Hall, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 
80 A motion to authorize the following resolution was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.


“Standard Workday and Reporting Resolution

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the town of Westmoreland hereby establishes the following as standard work days for elected and appointed officials and will report the following days worked to the New York State and Local Employees' Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and submitted by these officials to the clerk of this body:


Town Clerk



20 days per month


Highway Superintendent

20 days per month


Councilpersons


3.5 days per month


Supervisor


Clerks to Justice


10 days per month


Sr. Library Clerk


10 days per month


Bookkeeper



10 days per month


Payroll Clerk



1 day per month


Justices



5 days per month 


Deputy Town Clerk


8 days per month


Deputy Highway Superintendent
20 days per month


Planning Board Secretary


Sole Assessor



11days per month

On this 9th day of May, 2011 enacted”

All Board members voted AYE and this resolution passed.
81 A motion to allow the Vacation Bible School to use the “Green” for “recess” and to obtain a 1 million dollar liability insurance policy with a rider naming the Town as additional insured was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

82 A motion to accept and place on file the Supervisor’s Report, Codes Report and Town Clerk’s Report was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
83 A motion to accept and place on file the minutes of April 11, 2011, as written, was advanced by Supervisor Sydoriw and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.
84 A motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway Department, claims 82 through 107, which total $36,900.95, was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

85 Councilperson Husted moved to approve and order paid the General Fund Bills 162 through 200, which total $31,816.02.  The motion was seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.
86 A motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Water Districts, as listed, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.

Tindall Water District as Consolidated
claims 6-9
which total
$   542.63

Westmoreland Water District as Ext.
claims 25-31 
which total
$2,438.40

Spencer Settlement Water District

claims 6-8
which total
$     65.68 

All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated the next regular Board meeting will be held June 13, 2011.

A Special Meeting on employee benefits and Vendors Permits will be held May 23, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.

87 A motion to adjourn this meeting was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 10:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
