Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

April 11, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order at 7:02 P.M. by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, County Legislator David Wood and Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola.  Three (3) residents of the Town were also present.

Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. After the Pledge he stated that we have a bid opening at 7:15 P.M., but he recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Jackie Dillon, President of Youth Baseball, spoke on the application of James Skinner for a vendors permit.  She has spoken with the heads of several different sports and all had reservations concerning Mr. Skinner selling food during their practices and games.  Each youth sport and the pool sell food to raise funds for their sports teams.  Harvest Church spoke with the Supervisor today and offered a baseball field, behind the church on State Route 233, for practice or games. 
There being no one else wishing to speak to the Board, the Supervisor re-convened the regular meeting at 7:08 P.M.  He asked for the County Legislator’s report. 

County Legislator David Wood spoke on the possibility of the County keeping all the sales tax.  The City of Sherrill recently abolished taking their share of the sales tax and joined with the Town, thereby realizing $300,000.00 plus increased sales tax.  He said the City of Rome would not follow suite.  He spoke of a 10% reduction in the County workforce.  The road patrol had eighty-seven (87) members and is now reduced to sixty-three (63).  He spoke briefly on the redistricting due to the 2010 census.  At present each district has about 8,400 residents, the new districts may contain 10,000 persons per legislative district.  He was thanked for his report by the Supervisor, who stated it was time for the bid opening.
The Supervisor asked that the Town Clerk read the legal notice of bid.

“Legal Notice
Notice to Bidders

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to Section 103 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New York, that the undersigned will receive bids at the office of the Town Clerk for;

Recycle, Oil and Stone, Seal Various Roads within the Town of Westmoreland

Proposals must be submitted on the official bid form only.

Formal bids and specifications may be obtained at the Westmoreland Town Clerk’s Office, P.O. Box 310, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York 13490-0310. 

The Town Clerk will receive bids, in a sealed envelope, marked on the outside, Paving Bid, until 3:00 PM on the 11th day of April, 2011. Bids will be opened and read aloud at 7:15 PM, April 11, 2011, at the regular Town Board meeting.

The Town Board reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

By Order of the Town Board

There were two (2) bids received;

Gorman Group


Suit Coat

$130,753.80



$128,662.58


Suit Coat did not bid on the re-cycle of Shed Road.  The bids were given to the Highway Superintendent.  Gorman Group representative Fred Wickham answered many questions from the Board about the re-cycle bid for Shed Road.  The Board needs actual dollar amounts (cost of work).
The Supervisor asked for the Highway Report.  Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy reported on the car accident with the tractor with the sweeper on it which occurred on Stop Seven Road.  The driver of the car received several tickets.  He has rented a Bobcat with an angle broom to complete the sweeping of the roadsides. (Rented for one week)    He said the tractors transmission housing was cracked, can’t be shifted and that one rim is bent, the axle may be bent.

He submitted a price quote to the Board to paint the Salt Storage Facility, $475.00.

Councilperson Pritchard said that the Bobcat was sweeping on Shed Road with no warning lights.  Highway Superintendent Eddy said that the Bobcat was being followed by truck#11, with flashers operating.  Councilperson Eisnor asked about the mandatory drug testing.  Two employees must go for the testing; the one who needs testing can not drive until after the test is completed.  The Highway Superintendent spoke of Federal guidelines and that any accident must be tested according to the Employee Handbook.
Supervisor Sydoriw asked for the Assessor’s Report.  Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek reported that the Tentative Role is being completed.  Mr. Howlett put on the Senior Exemptions and the new Veterans Exemptions.   Mr. Szarek worked on the mobile home parks as well as any new construction.  He attended a class at Jefferson Community College on March 31, 2011.  He was able to ride up with Kathy Pilbeam (County) this saving the Town the mileage costs.
The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for his report and asked for the Codes Report.  Codes Officer Terry Williamson reported on storage permits applications.  He was told to enforce the law and send an application to Mr. Haggerty on Cooper Street.  Shafer’s will have small shops in the new building on State Route 233 north of the Hamlet.

The Water Plant Operator Ted Flint reported that regular maintenance was done.

The Supervisor asked for the Reading Center Report.  Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden attended the Mid-York summer program presentation today.  In March we loaned out 1,559, registered four new patrons and purchased twenty-two new books for $325.51.

Lindsey Taylor has volunteered ten hours of community service at the library, this is credit needed for graduation.

 Assisted four people with genealogy inquiries and one person looking for locations of old cheese factories in the town.
Kids have been working on a puzzle at the big table.

The Supervisor thanked the Senior Library Clerk for her report and asked for the Attorney’s Report.

Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola spoke of the Humane Society Agreement.  He has been unable to speak to Sue Grande, director of the Rome Humane Society.  He wants to include a “hold harmless” into the agreement.  He said that the Town may have to give each stray a distemper shot before we can take the stray to the Humane Society. 

Discussion followed on the Zoning Ordinance.  Councilperson Pritchard spoke of several “typos”.  The Attorney has sent a letter to the Supervisor concerning the Time Warner problem.

Supervisor Sydoriw thanked Attorney Mattacola for his report.

The Town Clerk reported in March, the Town Clerk’s office sold ten (10) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-four (54) individual dog licenses for $401.00.  The State’s share was $77.00, to Ag and markets for the Dog population Control Program, and the Town’s commission was $324.00.

On March 04, 2011, we sent out twenty-five (25) late notices for dog licenses that were due February 28, 2011.  Renewal notices for dogs due in April were sent out March 30, 2011.

We issued five (5) certified copies for $50.00, issued the second marriage license of 2011 for $50.00 of which the Town realized $22.50.

There were eighteen (18) handicapped permits issued or renewed during the month.

Our Community Blood Drive held on March 5, 2011 was well attended.  We had 34 units collected, plus 2 double red, for a total of 38 units.  Our next blood drive will be held on May 7, 2011.

Oneida County Association of Towns meeting is April 19, 2011 at the Delta Lake Inn.  Board of Elections updates by the Election Commissioners.

Checks Received:

1.)  M&T Bank, return of overpayment, water extensions
$6,454.39

2.)  Just Energy Refund



                   70.84

3.)  Bank of Utica – interest on CD


                 245.84

4.)  Time Warner Cable – Franchise Fee March 21, 2011      22,690.47

5.)  Time Warner Cable – Franchise Fee March 21, 2011      52,378.06

6.)  Westmoreland Justice Court-Justice Ossont-March
   9,720.00 

7.)  Stanwix Heights VFD-Fuel-February and March
      269.34

Communications Received:

1.) O.C.A. of Towns meeting April 19, 2011 at the Delta Lake Inn, 5:30 P.M.

2.) NY Rural Water Association Newsletter

Board Comments;

Councilperson Pritchard is concerned about the cost of striping the Town roads, the County has bids out at present.  He feels the Town is “taking a beating”.  Councilperson Pritchard presented a copy of an album that was placed in the Oriskany time capsule by the Town Historian, Nancy Pritchard.

Councilperson Eisnor stated that there is a breakdown in communication between the Board and the Highway Department.

Councilperson Pritchard spoke of friction between the Board and the Highway Department.  He spoke of the Highway Superintendent stating that he had shimmed Denslow Drive last fall and that it has lasted better than the Highway Superintendent thought it would.

Councilperson Husted had no comment.

Councilperson Hebbard stated that he and Councilperson Eisnor have been looking into other brokers for the Town’s health insurance, different options etc.  He asked if there had been a Water Shed study done on the Pryor Road project and Seymour’s storage sheds.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that he will not sign the franchise fee agreement until the address problem is rectified.  The KWH’s are still running high in the filtration facility.  He stated that the pool will cost $233.33 everyday it is open (60 days).  Equipment in the Highway Department is getting old; we should replace one plow truck this year.  Last year we had very costly repairs to the Gradall and the Loader.
58 After discussion, a motion to authorize the Supervisor and the Highway Superintendent to sign the roadside ditching agreement with the County was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Discussion commenced on the pavement marking agreement and the mowing agreement.  Both were tabled.

59 After discussion on the Town Park regulation, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor, to accept the revised Park regulations and to obtain signs stating no alcohol, drugs or tobacco products.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion was held on what type of generator the Town needs, what we want to run.  Decision made to authorize Hawk Electric to develop specifications for a natural gas powered generator to operate the entire building and fuel facility, also to include a service contract in specifications. 

60 A motion to advertise for bids on the Ford 4000 tractor, a 3 phase transformer, the old Cummins generator and the Fisher V-plow (as is), was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  Bids are to be opened at 7:30 P.M., May 9, 2011.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Discussion followed on replacing the toilets at the Town Park, upgrading the water line/toilets up to $1000.00.

61 A motion to authorize the above was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

Discussion commenced on sidewalk replacement.  Councilperson Hebbard had many questions, 4’ or 5’ width, ADA requirements?  Could the Highway Department borrow forms from Whitestown?  Cost $115.00 per square yard.

62 No new banners or brackets this year was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  Supervisor Sydoriw voted NAY, all other Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

63 A motion to authorize five (5) credit hours for those Planning Board and Zoning Board members who attended the whole day training in Cooperstown was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

64 Discussion on an application for a vendors permit followed. A motion was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor that all prospective vendors must explain to the Town Board their vending plans, before a permit can be issued.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

65 A motion to appoint Bonnie McCarthy as Trustee for the Reading Center; to replace Judy Mokry; was advanced by Councilperson Pritchard and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, term to end 12/31/11.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
66 A motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor’s, Town Clerk’s and Codes reports was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

67 A motion to void motion 49, of the March 14, 2011 minutes and to accept and place on file those minutes and the minutes of March 29, 2011, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
68 A motion to approve and order paid the Highway fund claims 62 thru 81 which total $29,511.28, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

69 A motion to approve and order paid the bills of the water districts were advanced by Councilperson Eisnor as follows;
Westmoreland Water District
claims 19 -24

which total
$3,276.25

Tindall Consolidated


claims 3-5

which total
     989.38

Spencer Settlement Water

claims 3-5

which total
     711.40

Camelot Water


claim 2

which totaled
  7,691.95

seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

70 A motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General Fund, vouchers 116 through 161, which total $29,830.29, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the next regular meeting will be May 9, 2011.

71 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting and the motion was seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Sydoriw declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 10:12 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk
