Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

January 10, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Westmoreland Town Board was called to order by Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw, at 7:00 P.M., on January 10, 2011, at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York, with the following Board members present; Councilpersons Kenneth Eisnor, Charles Hebbard, David Husted and Hubert Pritchard.  Also present were Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy, Deputy Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Bernard Szarek, Codes Officer Terry Williamson, Senior Library Clerk Riley McFadden, Attorney for the Town Gregory Mattacola and three residents. 
Supervisor Sydoriw asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance, after which he recessed the regular meeting for public comment.  There was no one present wishing to speak.
Supervisor Sydoriw stated that there were no County Legislators present.  He then asked for the Highway report.

Highway Superintendent Carl Eddy spoke of contacting Tim Hogan to act as engineer on the Wheeler Creek bridge project.  Mr. Hogan estimated the cost of the project at $40,000.00 to $45,000.00.  Mr. Hogan’s services are quoted at $400.00.  Plans, fees, permits would be extra.
Highway Superintendent Eddy also reported that the power has been turned off to the electric heater in the break room because the exhaust fan has been smoking.  The Highway Barn underwent a fire inspection last Friday; the water heater needs to have a pipe installed on the relief valve, which needs to be 4” from the floor.

The Supervisor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessor’s report.

“The exemptions are coming in at a good pace.  Warren is in the office from 9:00A.M. until 12:00 P.M.  I will be out on the roads for data collection, weather permitting.”
The Supervisor questioned the Sole Assessor concerning a tax bill received for the parking lot on Furnace Street.  The claim will be removed from the abstract.

The Assessor was thanked and the Supervisor asked for the codes report.  Codes Officer Terry Williamson presented his report.

“I received a complaint from Mrs. Nelson; who lives across the road from Patrick Heating; in regards to smoke issues from the outside wood boiler.  On the day she called it was damp and overcast, very low cloud cover with a slight wind blowing from west to east towards her house.  Weather conditions were the cause for the low smoke plum.

I spoke with Dave Patrick about it and he agreed to extend the stack to 20 feet, which is 2 feet higher than the recently adopted DEC regulations.

I told Mrs. Nelson that I couldn’t help her because we don’t have any regulations in place to address this problem and referred her to the DEC.

As of December 22, 2010, DEC has become the regulatory agency for existing and new outside wood boilers.  On April 15, 2011 new clean air regulations go into effect for all new boiler installations.

Carolyn Williams, SOCCOG, was introduced by Supervisor Sydoriw.  She spoke of several training opportunities.  She spoke of SOCCOG’s idea of requesting .05 dues for each Town resident, to allow the Town to become or remain a member of SOCCOG.  SOCCOG will be conducting a survey of basic tax information, salaries, etc. which will be available to SOCCOG members.  She spoke of the Oneida County Association of Towns meeting at the Radisson Hotel January 18, 2011.  She spoke of a DEC Forestry Grant, street trees.  Discussion was held on O.C. Association of Towns, SOCCOG and NOCCOG.

The Supervisor thanked her for her information.

The Water District monthly report for the months of November/December; dated January 5, 2011, submitted by Ted Flint, Water Plant Operator.
· Eric Lemieux from the Oneida County Health Department conducted our annual Sanitary Survey on November 30th. He had 3 recommendations before he left;

1. Grade the soil around both well heads so water runs away from the stand pipe. Because of weather conditions this will be done in the spring. I will get with Bucky and explain to him what needs to be done.

2. Repair the on-line Hach Chlorine Analyzer. I have been working with Aqua-logics to get this repaired. They mailed out the replacement parts on 1/3. I will repair once I receive the parts.

3. The chlorine injector had a small leak. I had ordered parts the previous week and already made the repairs.

· The cold weather the first week of December brought problems up at the water tank. When the large control box on the front of the water tank was reinstalled after the new paint job, the insulation protecting the small water coming from under the tank was never put back on. The mixture of cold temperatures and wind caused the water line to freeze up. When this happened the pressure transducer controlling the water level sent inaccurate information to the pump house saying the tank was in need of water when it was actually full. The tank overflowed for a couple hours before we caught it first thing in the morning during the morning inspection. The small line had to be heated with a torch to unfreeze it. Once the repairs were complete the line was insulated so it would not happen again. This line will need more work in the spring.

· The Lead & Copper sampling for the Westmoreland Water District was completed in December. This has to be done once every 3 years. The TTHM & HAA5 sampling for both Westmoreland & Tindal Water Districts was also completed. This is a quarterly sample for both districts.

· Received a phone call from a customer in the Tindal District telling me that a town plow struck the casing of a water main shut off busting the top off. A traffic cone was put over the hole protecting anyone from falling in while waiting for repairs. Contacted Jeff Hanrahan to make the repairs. This is now complete.

        (The Supervisor stated that this was caused by a car accident, not a Town plow.)
The Supervisor asked for the Reading Center report.   Riley McFadden submitted the following report.

“In December we loaned out 1,202 items and registered three (3) new patrons.  A craft table was set up over Christmas vacation for children to make cards and small book marks from foam cut outs. Seventeen children participated.  Riley said that the table now contains jig-saw puzzles.
The Supervisor thanked the Senior Library Clerk for her report and asked for the Attorney’s report.

Gregory Mattacola, Attorney for the town, reported;

Zoning Ordinance – Draft was distributed.  I’ve received some feedback on draft and will need to make some final revisions before it can go through approval process.  

Snow/Ice Agreement – Reviewed and approved. 

Councilperson Pritchard asked the Town Clerk to obtain and send to the Attorney a copy of Planned Development Law. (Local Law 1 of 2005)

Discussion was held on the maintenance of the cemeteries within the Town.  Town Law mandates the mowing of these cemeteries at least two (2) times a year, if they have been abandoned over fourteen (14) years, they must be mowed three (3) times a year.

Discussion was held on the length of the Wheeler Creek bridge/culvert.  The length is 16’ and the width is 20’.  Discussion followed on the cost of repairs, the Highway agreement was tabled until the next meeting.
The Supervisor asked for the Town Clerk’s report.  Beverly Merriman, Town Clerk reported that;

In December, the Town Clerk’s office sold seven (7) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-one (51) individual dog licenses for $265.00.  The County’s share of $75.20 was retained by the Town and submitted to the Supervisor, for a total of $256.00, and $9.00 was submitted to Ag and Markets for spaying and neutering program.

Sales of hunting and fishing licenses (DECALS) totaled $390.00.  The Town realized $4.73.

We issued seven (7) certified copies for $70.00.

There were six (6) handicapped permits issued or renewed during the month.  We sold one (1) water meter for Westmoreland Water District.  
Supervisor Sydoriw asked for Board comments.  He stated that the Employee Handbooks will be handed out this week.  Councilperson Pritchard spoke of adopting the Highway Agreement.  He spoke of the Highway carryover of $162,220.00, what was needed to be carried over was $198,000.00, $36,000.00 under budget.  Supervisor Sydoriw stated that repairs were $68,000.00 in 2007.  2010 the repairs totaled $92,000.00.

Councilperson Pritchard spoke of the OC Association of Towns meeting coming up next Tuesday.  He spoke of the proposed re-districting of the County Legislature, and the reduction of the number of Legislators.  He announced that the Historical Society is holding an open house, Sunday, January 30, 2011 to present a rare map of Oneida County (1850).
Councilperson Husted had no comment.

Councilperson Eisnor had no comment.

Councilperson Hebbard spoke on the SOCCOG meeting coming up.  He said that he spoke with Ted Flint concerning low water pressure at several houses on East Main Street.

Supervisor Sydoriw spoke of the Oneida County Association of Towns meeting on the 18th of January.

21 After discussion on the procurement policy and the requirement for three (3) quotes for services or products over $1000.00 but less than $3000.00, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor to obtain three (3) quotes for the codification of Town Laws. Councilperson Pritchard voted NAY, Councilpersons Eisnor, Hebbard, Husted and the Supervisor voted AYE.  The motion was declared carried.  The Town Clerk will try to obtain other quotes for the codification.
Discussion was held on Local Law 3 of 1999, requiring homeowners to clear the sidewalks in front of their homes (post at the post office).  Codes state there is a thirty (30) day period between notifying the Board and then the Homeowner.  Councilperson Hebbard spoke of delivering a copy of the law to all homeowners involved.
22 A motion to advance the following resolution to allow the Town to participate in a Shared Serviced grant through LGRMIF was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Hebbard.

“ The Town of Westmoreland will participate in a 2011-2012 Shared Services grant from the New York State Archives through Local Records Management Improvement Fund; a project to be led by the Digital Towpath Cooperative.  The Supervisor is hereby authorized to submit a letter of intent to participate in this project and to complete a Shared Services Agreement form confirming our long term commitment to the use of electronic records management system that will result from the grant.”
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

23 A motion to allow the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor and Two (2) Justices to attend the New York State Association of Town’s annual meeting in New York City and to designate Supervisor Gregory Sydoriw as official voting member was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Husted.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

After discussion on the Rome Humane Society contract, the contract was given to the Town Attorney for comment.
24 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard, to authorize the Town Clerk to send out the agreements for the Westmoreland Recreation, Baseball/Softball, Pop Warner and Soccer and to require the return of signed contract with a copy of the financial report and an insurance certificate.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

25 A motion to authorize Hogan Engineering to define options to repair the Wheeler Creek Bridge, for $400.00, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
After lengthy discussion the Highway agreement was tabled until next month.
There were no budget modifications.

26 A motion to approve and place on file, the Codes Report and Town Clerk’s report, was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion carried.

27 A motion to accept the minutes of December 13, 2010, as corrected and the minutes of December 27, 2010, as written, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

28 A motion to approve and order paid the General Fund bills, 1 through 25, with number 8 withdrawn, which total $23,524.67, was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

29 A motion to approve and order paid the Highway Fund claims, 1 through 14, which total $91,998.51, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
30 A motion to approve and order paid the Water District bills, as follows, was advanced by Councilperson Husted and seconded by Councilperson Eisnor;

Westmoreland Water District
claims 1 through 4
which total
$1,809.22

Spencer Settlement Water District         claim 1

which totals
     549.12

Camelot Water District
                    claim 1

which totals
  5,791.10

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Sydoriw stated that the Audit Meeting and Special Meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M. on January 25, 2011.  The next regular meeting will be held February 14, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.

31 A motion to adjourn this meeting was advanced by Councilperson Eisnor and seconded by Councilperson Pritchard.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 9:37 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Beverly J. Merriman

Town Clerk

Communications received:

1. Association of Towns information concerning the NYC Annual meeting.

2. Codification proposal from General Codes

3. Digital Towpath resolution and shared services agreement for electronic records management grant.

4. NYS Thruway Authority- NYS Canal Corporation request for insurance certificates from Town 12/20/10.
5. Oneida County Veterans Services Agency- Memorial Day Flag order- 30 dozen 12/20/10.

Checks received:

1. NYS Thruway Authority
   Local Highway and Bridges

$87,767.23

2. Clark Mills Fire District

fuel



       220.92

3. Westmoreland Central School
fuel


    
    7,476.85

4. Westmoreland Justice Court
   Judge Bowers-November

    9,146.00

5. Westmoreland Fire District
   November fuel


       482.30

6. Bank of Utica


   CD interest



       347.30

7. Westmoreland Justice Court
   Judge Ossont-December

    7,715.00

8. COVAC


            fuel



    2,175.69

9. NYMIR


   2006 Chevy Pick-up


    2,120.81






