The Westmoreland Fire Drew Great Crowds Yesterday

November 9, 1891

As written in the 
It started in Andrew Petch’s Shop and Destroyed Seven Buildings- The Women Worked Harder Than the Men- The Loss About $7500- A No License Village.

Hundred of horses dragged hundreds of people over the dry and dusty roads leading from all directions to Westmoreland yesterday.

The sun rose on a crowd in that village yesterday morning and it set on crowd at the same place last evening.  The day was a great one for the pleasantly quiet little hamlet.  It started in early and continued late.
At about half past one yesterday morning, Mrs. Yates was up to mind her baby, and saw the rear of Andrew C. Petch’s shop on fire.  She called her husband and soon a general alarm was sounded by ring bells and the shouts of the men hurrying through the streets.  When the rear of the shop was well under way Mr. Yates’ barn caught.  Next east was the shoe shop owned by Mrs. Susan Dennison and occupied by Dennis Dunn.  Then Mrs. Dennison’s house went, after that Andrew C. Petch’s dwelling.  Here a little space and a few trees helped to stop the easterly course of the flames.  The Joslyn house, which stands next, was damaged but little.  Meantime the flames were working west from Thomas Yates’ barn.  The meat market owned by Isaac Yates and occupied by Mr. Burroughs was consumed, the dwelling being unoccupied.  The largest and most valuable building that was owned and occupied as an undertaker’s warerooms, cabinet shop and dwelling by Thomas Yates.  A Little of it is left, but it is a total loss.  In the rear a storehouse owned and used by Mr. Yates was damaged to such an extent as to be worthless.  The losses and insurance are as follows:







Loss

Insurance

Andrew Patch-


House……………………………………
$500

    $200


Shop……………………………………..
  800

       --

Stock and Tools…………………………
  300
                   --

Dennis Dunn-


“Contents” of shop……………………..
  150
                   --

Mrs. Susan Dennison-


Shop……………………………………
  150

       --


House………………………………….
  500
                   --

Thomas Yates-


Barn……………………………………
  800

       --


Dwelling, warehouse, stock,


   Household goods, tools, etc………….
4,500

       2,000

Isaac Yates-


Market and Dwelling…………………..
1,000

        --

Mr. Burrows-


“Contents” market………………………
   100

       --



Westmoreland has no fire department or apparatus.  The fire was on the south side of the main street.  Luckily there was not much wind.  Directly in the rear of the burned buildings is Dean’s creek.  There was a crowd on hand in a few minutes and a bucket brigade was formed.  Carpets were hung from the eaves of a building next to the one burning.  On ladders placed on the roof and against the building men were stationed.  They passed buckets of water up and dashed them down so that the carpets were thoroughly saturated.  They were driven from building to building in this way, fighting stubbornly all the while.  The women stood in line with the men and passed buckets from the creek to the roofs.  The sparks flew high and lodged on roofs on the north side of the street and the owners for several hundred feet around were busy keeping the burning bits of wood from firing their houses.  All agreed that the women worked as hard, if not harder, than the men and did as much good.

Mr. Petch saved nothing from his cabinet shop and got some furniture out of his house.  Dunn saved most of his tools.  Mrs. Dennison’s furniture was taken out of the house.  Mr. Yates saved his hearse and wagons and removed some stock from his shop and some goods from his house.  He was doing a large business and is the heaviest loser.  He has secured temporary quarters and will probably rebuild.  The Joslyn house, which was the eastern limit of the fire, was occupied by the families of Messrs. Caslor, and Bencham.  

They took out their goods, from the house and was settling again yesterday afternoon.  Moving three times in four days has kept him busy.  Mr. Caslor in the excitement rushed into the house and carried out a bed and dumped it in the street and did not learn till afterward that he had carried out two small children in the bed and left them in the roadway.  The little ones were not harmed.  The western limit of the fire was the dwelling owned by Oscar Andrews and occupied by Hartley Thompson.  It was about six o’clock when the fire was stopped.

Utica was called and Chief Dimbleby was asked to send a steamer.  It was found that our department could get no nearer than Clark’s Mills and nothing further was done.  Then Rome was tried and that department was willing to come.  A dispatch was sent to the Railroad Superintendent at Norwich and an order obtained for a special train.   The locomotive fires were out for over Sunday, and after the engineer was on hand and the steamer ready, some time was lost in getting up steam on the engine.  The run was made in good time after they were once started.  It was about 4A.M. when the Romans arrived.  The engine was taken down to the creek and two streams put on and soon the flames were under control. The people were very grateful to the Rome fireman for their prompt response and excellent service which saved even greater loss.  Arthur Bender, the operator in the Utica telephone office, was very obliging and did his share in helping the Westmoreland people in getting assistance.  They appreciate his kindness.

The origin of the fire is a mystery, though there is no lack of theories.  Mr. Petch told a Press reporter that he left his shop at 10 P.M. Saturday night, and there was no fire there then, for he looked around before going home.  It is said some tramps were in town during 
the evening.  There is no license in the village and those who must have liquor drink it out of a bottle and some think two or three men were back of Petch’s shop engaged in that enterprise and that they accidentally or otherwise set the fire.   The general opinion is that it was the work of n incendiary.  What any one’s motive could be is not explained.

As appears by this table given above, the insurance is light.  It is all in the agency of E.W. Johnston of Westmoreland: $1,000 in the Niagara, $1,000 in the North American, $800 to the Banover.  A.P. Howes, of Utica adjuster of the Niagara, was there yesterday morning and allowed it a total loss.

There were few casualties.  Everet Risley, son of E.H. Risley, of this city was burned on the neck by a falling cinder.  The engineer of the Rome steam has his foot run over by the wheel of the apparatus.  Henry Hull was overcome by smoke and fell from a building, but was not much injured.

Neither of the hotels in Westmoreland have a license and there are no saloons.  After working hard, at length some of the men asked for a drink and a few got it.  The temperance people, however, protested, and the committees waited on those who had a liquor or were suspected of having it, and further sales or donations were prohibited.  Amends were made by the generous lunch served by the ladies.  Arthur E. McEntee’s house was thrown open and all comers were hospitably entertained.  Everybody worked with a will and those who were hungry had plenty to eat.  Again the ladies of Westmoreland distinguished themselves.
Although there are no licensed drinking places in Westmoreland there were more drunken people there yesterday than were seen on the streets of Utica on the day the corner stone of the Masonic Home was laid.  There were crowds and crows of people in the little village all day long.  Every livery for ten miles around was represented there with rigs.  The people came in carriages, landaus and democrat wagons.  They commenced coming in the morning and kept it up till night.  Utica and Rome sent large delegations.  There was not much to see except a few cellars half filled with ashes, two buildings so badly burned as to be worthless and the balance of a pretty village uninjured.
More and More Appreciated
November 1891

As seen in the Rome Daily Sentinel

The Sentinel’s Westmoreland correspondent writes to-day:

This morning cinders were found profusely scattered in the yards to the extreme limits of the village toward Hecla and Lowell.  All the buildings, with two exceptions, have shingle roofs, which are extremely dry.  It is, therefore, more and more apparent that the steam fire engine from Rome was a God-sent.  But for the engine and the excellent work of the firemen, not only the remaining valuable block on Main and Clinton streets to the creek bridge must have been swept by the flames, but the whole of the south side of Main street, including the Methodist Church, would no doubt have been cleaned off.
Church services were much interfered with yesterday on account of the fire.  Rev. B.F. Stanford, after lifting, tugging and fighting fire heroically, as others did, for hours, preached a very able, interesting and instructive sermon to a part of his own and other congregations, which assembled at the Methodist Church.

Thomas Yates will pursue his furniture business in temporary quarters until he can repair and rebuild, which he is already preparing to do.

