[bookmark: _Hlk176425221]Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
December 9, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk153362669]Supervisor Charles Hebbard called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on December 9, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Pete Smith. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox Jr., Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and ten (10) audience members. Absent from this meeting was Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Attorney Gregory Mattacola.

Supervisor Hebbard asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Hebbard then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  

There being no one wishing to address the board, he reconvened to the regular session. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184292752]Highway Superintendent Russell Young submitted this report:

· Not a lot to report, been out sanding a few times
· Guys put up Christmas decorations
· I had an instructor come in and give a class for one-man operation of a snow plow. It’s a class we do every couple of years.

Supervisor Hebbard says that the highway department would like to purchase a new pickup truck in the 2024 budget year under 5142.4 Snow Removal- Contractual. 

130 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to authorize the purchase of a 2024 F-250 pickup truck from Fenton Ford.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

It’s exemption time again! If you currently have an exemption and it has to be renewed, you will receive a renewal application at the end of December. Please complete it and return it and required documentation to the assessor’s office no later than March 1, 2025. If there are any questions for you, the assessment office will reach out to you. If  you have any questions, please feel free to call @ 315-853-8001, ext.#8 

Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Assessor.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:

Complaints									
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 
3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 
11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.
7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  
10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  
6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 
7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.
8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 
3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   
10-11-22 (6000) Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.
6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter.  6-26-24 Certified letter was received, no contact from owner to date. 
7-9-24 Court paperwork submitted and mailed certified letter. Court date set for 8-28-24.
8-28-24 Owner appeared in court. Progress made on clean up. On site inspection set for 9-3-24. Adjourned until 10-23-24. 10-23-24 Cleanup is done, adjourned until April 2025 to finish structural repairs on the building.   
8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 7-9-24 Bank foreclosed on property, emailing Notice of violation to property management company. 
3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024. 9-10-24 mailed final notice with OTR set for 9-24-24. Set for court 11-13-24. Adjourned until 1-8-25 for owner to find a demolition company. 
3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024. 9-10-24 mailed final notice with OTR set for 9-24-24. Set for court 11-13-24. Owner did not show. Adjourned until 1-8-25. 11-19-24 emailed court paperwork to a process server per town attorney. 11-26-24 Owner has been served by process server. 
5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24. 7-2-04 spoke with owner, extend to 8-27-24. 
6-11-24 4741 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 7-30-24. 
6-11-24 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for j/d, j/v and w/g with an order to remedy set for 7-16-24. Extended. 9-10-24 j/v has been removed. 
7-23-24 6368 Rte. 5. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 8-27-24. 9-24-24 majority of the work is complete. 
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
6-25-24 4769 Rte. 233 Ballet Arts of Central NY. Notice of violation written with an 	OTR set for 7-30-24. . 
10-15-24 5639 Bartlett Rd  Bartlett Baptist Church. OTR set for 11-19-24.
11-13-24 ABATED.
10-29-24 45 Seymour Ln. Borza's Rec Center. OTR set for 12-3-24. Extended. 
11-11-24 4836 Rte. 233 Station 233 The Simple Bar. OTR set for 12-18-24.  
12-3-2024 5584 Rte. 26 Townline Event Center. No Violations. 
12-3-2024 7362 E. Main St. Knuckleheads. No Violations.

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
[image: ]

Councilperson Seymour commented on how effective the new process server was, and suggested we employ those services more often. Codes Enforcement Officer Fox stated that it was the first time trying it, but it worked out quickly.  

Supervisor Hebbard states that the new fee list for the codes department should be ready for public hearing in January. This will include permits as well as penalties.

Councilperson Rundle asks about a property on Stop 7 Rd with a yard full of vehicles.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox says there has been progress, and the owner has asked for extensions. He will follow-up this week. 

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following report:

Westmoreland Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
1. Performed several UFPO dig requests.
1. Superior Plumbing installed our new Flow Meter and Aqua Logics wired the new control box up. Working great!
1. Working on a water leak that feeds the Town Library. 

Tindall Corners Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
1. Performed several UFPO dig requests.
1. Lead Service Line Inventory was completed the first week of October and sent to the DOH. 

Spencer Settlement Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 

Supervisor Hebbard advises the board that the water leak in the Reading Center, was discovered to be in the water main in Station Rd, and repair will begin this week.

There was no reading center report submitted this month.

There was no attorney report submitted this month.

[bookmark: _Hlk158114733]Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:
In November, the Town Clerk’s office sold five (5) new dog licenses and renewed thirty-two (32) individual dog licenses, for $306.00.  Of that, $51.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $255.00. 

On November 25, 2024, twenty (20) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in October 2024.  Renewal notices for thirty-four (34) dogs due in November were sent out on November 25, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $635.00 in the month of November. $616.76 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $18.24.

There was one (1) marriage license sold in November. $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $17.50.

Six (6) certified copies were issued for $60.00.  Ten (10) building permits were issued for $2,155.00; four (4) septic permits for $300.00, and one (1) fire inspection payment was received for $50.00. 

Twelve (12) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month. 

All employees completed Workplace Violence, Harassment & Discrimination Training.  
Camera system is installed and operational.

Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Union Cemetery Assoc.	Oct. Fuel		$259.99
2. County of Oneida				Ditching			$13,600.00
3. County of Oneida				Library Qtrly Pymts	$3,431.00
4. County of Oneida				Sales Tax Q3		$627,835.13
5. Town Clerk				October 			$2,532.93
6. Town Justices				October Court Funds	$8.503.00
7. COCVAC								$1.00
8. COCVAC								$2,355.26
9. Town of Westmoreland Fire Dist.		Sept 2024		$1,418.57
10. Clark Mills Fire Dist.						$162.06
11. Clark Mills Fire Dist.						$203.63
12. NYC Municipal WC Alliance		Safe Workplace Award	$3,315.00
13. Stanwix Heights VFD INC.			Fuel			$101.17
14. Westmoreland Central School District				$10,906.33

Communications Received:
1. 2025 Annual Meeting & Training School
2. NYS Deferred Compensation Plan Employee News
3. Wildlife, Fish and Marine Newsletter
4. Comp Alliance Monthly Safety Bulletin
5. Community Bank Security Update
6. Safety HQ
7. National Grid Gas Pipeline
8. MVEDD Newsletter
9. Safe Workplace Award Letter


Oriskany Creek Watershed Commission Report:  

OCWC representative Roger Potenski updated the board that our proposal had been submitted at the November meeting.
The next meeting will be held December 19th at the Westmoreland Town Hall.  They will discuss the 125 projects that have been proposed, and prioritize them on what will be most beneficial to the entire drainage basin.
They are working with the school on the proposed capital project, cleaning ditches from the south side of Stone Rd, and cleaning out culverts. Councilperson Donley said he has reached out to the DEC to inquire about restrictions on dredging/digging out ditches.
Mr. Potenski advises that there are pools of resources available from FEMA, as well as at NY State, and Oneida County levels.  OWC should not be requiring any money from the town for proposed projects.

Board Comments:

Supervisor Hebbard introduces the newest appointed Councilperson, Peter Smith.

Councilperson Donley welcomes Councilperson Smith to the board.  Councilperson Donley says that Gray Owl Works is ready to begin design of the new website, upon receipt of the down payment.  Digital Towpath is asking for payment for our annual membership as a website and email provider, and Councilperson Donley suggests we ask Digital Towpath for a monthly membership, to carry us over until the new domain is active.

Councilperson Rundle mentions the tree lighting that took place on December 7, and that the event was a success. Councilperson Rundle also asked if there has been any update from National Grid on the status of power at Lowell Baseball Field. Supervisor Hebbard will check on an update.

Councilperson Smith introduces himself, states that he is a longtime resident and looks forward to working with the board.

Councilperson Seymour says that our new windows should be in stock next week, and we are next in line on the contractor’s schedule.

Supervisor Hebbard states that he is still awaiting transfer paperwork from the attorney for Seymour Lane.  Highway Superintendent Young needs to file paperwork with the state, once the legal documents are fully executed. 

Supervisor Hebbard advises that board the water leak that was found underneath the reading center is now repaired.  There was not water shutoff installed when the it was originally built, and it has now been added.  The hot water tank has also been replaced. During this process, a leak was discovered in the water main.  That leak is set for repair this week.
 
131 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to file a resolution with Oneida County for a traffic study on Stone Rd and Stop 7 Rd, including the petition from residents, emails, and a letter from the sheriff.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

132 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to allow the bookkeeper to make any and all modifications necessary to pay the bills for 2024.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

133 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for November 2024.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk164764762]134 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting November 11, 2024. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

126 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #364 through #399, which total $23,771.12. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

127 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #220 through #249, which total $74,934.65.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

128 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District		voucher   #19-22	which totals	$ 11,612.40    
Westmoreland Water District	vouchers #66-75	which totals	$ 4,863.01  
Spencer Water District    	vouchers #19-21	which totals	$ 475.11

Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Hebbard stated the next Regular Meeting will be held January 13, 2024 at 6:00pm, and the Year-End Meeting will be held December 30, 2024 at 8:00am.

Supervisor Hebbard paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

A resident asked how this quarter’s sales tax compares to the same quarter last year. Supervisor Hebbard says the amount is slightly higher. A discussion ensues on what factors affect our sales tax distribution, including online sales.  Discussion turned to the Alpin Haus dealership that is proposed, and how the Thruway Authority has affected the approval of certain permits allowing use of the access road.  Alpin Haus is planning to break ground in the spring of 2025.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Hebbard reconvened to the regular session and asked for a motion to adjourn.

129 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE. Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:37 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
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Month Nov-24          Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report 

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

11/6/2024 2024-83 OTIS JERRID 6190 EUREKA RD 273.000-1-40 SEPTIC 75.00 $         

11/6/2024 2024-84 PEET DAVID 6973 NYS RTE 5 326.000-1-38.2 COMMERCIAL 221.00 $       

11/6/2024 2024-85 LANDRY MARDEN 7061 W CARTER RD 289.000-2-2 TRUSS ID/ GARAGE ADD 106.00 $       

11/6/2024 2024-86 BESIG DAVID/JODIE 4892 CREASER RD 274.000-2-47.2 ROOF SOLAR ARRAY 300.00 $       

11/6/2024 2024-87 LOCKWOODMARK 4968 STOP 7 RD 315.000-1-24 CELL EQUIP. UPGRADE 50.00 $         

11/6/2024 2024-88 SHAFFER CHRISTOPHER 5708 EUREKA RD 288.000-2-45 ADD TO POLE BARN 67.00 $         

11/12/2024 2024-89 WILCOX RODNEY 4661 DEAN'S HIGHWAY325.000-1-7 CARPORT 40.00 $         

11/12/2024 2024-90 FLORCZYK ALEXANDRA 6984 O'BRIEN RD 289.000-1-53 GARAGE ADDITION 250.00 $       

11/19/2024 2024-91 ROSATI PAUL 5475 STATE RT3 233 302.000-1-51 SEPTIC 75.00 $         

11/19/2024 2024-92 SEYMOUR BURTON 4852 NYS RTE 233 314.000-1-38 ADDITION/TRUSS ID 512.00 $       

11/26/2024 2024-93 RIZZI MICHAEL 5360 BARTLETT RD 302.000-1-73.6 ONE FAMILY SEPTIC TRUSS 384.00 $       

11/26/2024 2024-94 GIRARD JOSEPH 6794 STATE RTE 5 326.000-2-7 SEPTIC 75.00 $         

11/26/2024 2024-95 DYKSTRA RICHARD 4609 STATION HILL RD326.000-1-2.5 ONE FAMILY SEPTIC  225.00 $       

11/26/2024 2024-96 DOWNS JILL 7429 NORTON AVE 337.000-1-8.9 SEPTIC 75.00 $         

2,455.00 $    


