[bookmark: _Hlk176425221]Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
November 11, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk153362669]Supervisor Charles Hebbard called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on November 11, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Burton Seymour Jr. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox Jr., Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, and ten(10) audience members. Absent from this meeting was Building Inspector Patrick Baron.

Supervisor Hebbard asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Hebbard then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  

Five residents of the town presented a petition to reduce the speed limit on Stone Rd. The county speed limit is 55mph, but the road is only 1.5 miles between stop signs, and has been the site of many accidents. There is limited lighting and visibility, and it is difficult to exit and enter the driveways in between traffic. Just this past month a fatal accident occurred. They have drafted a letter to submit to the county, along with the petition, and would like the town board to co-sign the letter. Supervisor Hebbard states that it is a lengthy process to change speed limits, but the town will review and submit the letter to the county. Councilperson Rundle says the county and state will then do a traffic study.  A resident mentioned that construction has been directing Thruway traffic to Stone Rd, exacerbating the problem.  The county told her it should be complete in Spring 2025.  Councilperson Rundle suggested the residents also contact USPS about possibly moving their mailboxes so they don’t need to cross the road. The residents stated that at this time, USPS is refusing to move them due to the mail route. The discussion turned to other issues including four-way stops, mailboxes down, cars in ditches, multiple accidents in a short period of time.  Supervisor Hebbard suggests that because this is an enforcement issue, the residents should call the sheriff and troopers to step-up patrol in the area.

Mike Smith, a representative of the Historical Society addresses the board regarding the banners for heroes program. This entails putting banners on the light poles, showcasing local veterans. Supervisor Hebbard says it was his understanding that the banners must be paid for and maintained on a private basis, apart from town board involvement. Resident Chuck Smith questioned who placed banners for the high school seniors, and Highway Superintendent Russell Young said it was done by the highway department, but only due to the Covid pandemic in 2020.

There being no one else wishing to address the board, he reconvened to the regular session. 

[bookmark: _Hlk184292752]Highway Superintendent Russell Young submitted this report:

· [bookmark: _Hlk176952856]Fuel system in active and working well
· Four plows and sanders are ready 
· Some pipes were changed on Springhouse Rd
· Sent out snow & ice agreement
· Roadside mowing is almost done

Supervisor Hebbard brings up the new state mandate on electric vehicles/snowplows. It has been paused since these vehicles don’t yet exist.  This will give the municipalities more time to prepare for changes. Highway Superintendent Young did order a second truck, and the first truck should be here in March of 2025.

Supervisor Hebbard tells the board that fuel surcharges will be increased in 2025 to accommodate the new fuel system, the exact amounts are being discussed.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· It’s a quiet month in the Assessor’s office, I am adding value for the 2025 roll. Exemptions will go out next month and you have until March 1 to turn everything in.  

Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Assessor.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
[bookmark: _Hlk176952969]Complaints									
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 
3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 
11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.
7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  
10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  
6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 
7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.
8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 
3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   
10-11-22 (6000) Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.
6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter.  6-26-24 Certified letter was received, no contact from owner to date. 
7-9-24 Court paperwork submitted and mailed certified letter. Court date set for 8-28-24.
8-28-24 Owner appeared in court. Progress made on clean up. On site inspection set for 9-3-24. Adjourned until 10-23-24. 10-23-24 Clean-up is done, adjourned until April 2025 to finish structural repairs on the building.   
4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.
9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 
10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    
11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.
12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   
1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24. 
6-5-24 Defendant failed to show for court. Spoke with defendant case adjourned until 8-28, 2024.  Defendant failed to show. Adjourned until 10-23-24. New violation to be cited with OTR set for same date. 10-23-24 Defendant failed to show. Defendant appears to have vacated property. Judge found defendant guilty on most recent charges. Case closed. codes will have to follow up with future owner when discovered. 
8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 7-9-24 Bank foreclosed on property, emailing Notice of violation to property management company. 
1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 
3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 
3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 
6-4-24 Meet with owner on site. junked vehicle is gone, vegetation is cut. Roll off container onsite and clean out commencing. 11-5-24  spoke with owner who stated property has been sold. All violations have been ABATED.  
3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024. 9-10-24 mailed final notice with OTR set for 9-24-24. Set for court 11-13-24. 
3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024. 9-10-24 mailed final notice with OTR set for 9-24-24. Set for court 11-13-24. 
5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24. 7-2-04 spoke with owner, extend to 8-27-24. 
6-11-24 4741 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 7-30-24. 
6-11-24 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for j/d, j/v and w/g with an order to remedy set for 7-16-24. Extended. 9-10-24 j/v has been removed. 
7-23-24 6368 Rte. 5. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 8-27-24. 9-24-24 majority of the work is complete. 
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 10-29-24 ABATED. 
	6-11-24 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR set 	for 7-30-24.  11-5-24 ABATED
6-25-24 4769 Rte. 233 Ballet Arts of Central NY. Notice of violation written with an 	OTR set for 7-30-24. 
10-1-24 6925 Rte. 5 Lairdsville UMC. OTR set for 10-22-24. 10-15-24 ABATED
10-8-24 7286 W Main St. Westmoreland Methodist Church. OTR set for 10-22-24. 10-15-24 ABATED. 
10-15-24 5639 Bartlett Rd  Bartlett Baptist Church. OTR set for 11-19-24.
10-15-24 5840 Lowell Rd. Lowell Methodist Church. No Violations.  
10-22-24 7616 E South St. Church of Annunciation. OTR set for 11-5-24.
11-5-24 ABATED. 
10-22-24 4908 Moore Rd. Hecla Church. OTR set for 11-5-24. 
11-5-24 ABATED. 
10-29-24 45 Seymour Ln. Borza's Rec Center. OTR set for 12-3-24.
10-29-24 7277 W Main St. Masonic Lodge. No Violations. 

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
[image: ]

Supervisor Hebbard asks Codes Enforcement Officer Fox about a property on French Rd, it is almost done and he thinks it can come off the complaints list at this time.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following report:

Westmoreland Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed several UFPO dig requests and 1 Emergency UFPO.
· Lead Service Line Inventory was finally completed the first week of October and sent to the DOH. 
· Superior Plumbing is set to install our new Flow Meter on November 7th and then Aqua Logics will wire the new control box up.

Tindall Corners Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed several UFPO’s and 1 Emergency UFPO.
· Lead Service Line Inventory was completed the first week of October and sent to the DOH. 

Spencer Settlement Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed 1 UFPO. 
· Lead Service Line Inventory was completed the first week of October and sent to the DOH. 

There was no reading center report submitted this month.

Attorney Greg Mattacola updates the board that he has met with Councilperson Donley regarding the permit fees and penalty fees for codes operations. He should have draft to the board to the board before the next meeting. He advised that we could motion to adopt the changes at the Organizational Meeting. 

[bookmark: _Hlk158114733]Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:
In October, the Town Clerk’s office sold two (2) new dog licenses and renewed twenty-nine (29) individual dog licenses, for $205.00.  Of that, $41.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $205.00. 

On October 31, 2024, eight (8) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in September 2024.  Renewal notices for forty-three (43) dogs due in November were sent out on October 30, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $515.00 in the month of October. $486.57 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $28.43.

There was one (1) marriage license sold in October. $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $17.50.

Seventeen (17) certified copies were issued for $170.00.  Twelve (12) building permits were issued for $2,282.00, one (1) site modification for $100.00, and seven (7) fire inspection payments were received for $350.00. 

Ten (10) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Checks Received:
1. Town of Westmoreland 			Highway Fund		$40.80
2. Westmoreland Union Cemetery Assoc.	Sept. Fuel		$51.78
3. County of Oneida							$1,283.33
4. Town Clerk				September 		$1684.08
5. Bank of Utica							$3,093.34
6. Town Justices				September Court Funds	$9,025.00
7. COCVAC					Fuel			$5,117.33
8. Town of Westmoreland Fire Dist.		August Fuel		$1,415.20
9. Clark Mills Fire Dist.			Fuel			$148.55

Communications Received:
1. All Pest Proz
2. Laberge Group
3. Association of Towns Meeting Sign Up
4. Workplace Violence Prevention/Harassment & Discrimination Training
5. Comp Alliance Newsletter
6. DEC Saltwater Fishing & Boating Newsletter
7. Comp Alliance October 2024 Safety Bulletin

Oriskany Creek Watershed Commission Report:  

Councilperson Donley tells the board that the commission is working with the school to apply for a grant about the water issues facing certain areas of town.

Board Comments:

Councilperson Donley announces that the camera system will be installed at the town hall tomorrow morning.

Supervisor Hebbard states that the window replacement contract has been signed and is set to start within 60 days.

The new storage building at the park is 90% complete at this time, and just needs an overhead door, according to Supervisor Hebbard. Some Items have been moved into it.

Supervisor Hebbard advises the board that Seymour Ln and the grant from Congressman Williams are both still in pending status.

Due to the cost the town has incurred for the new fuel system, the fuel prices for our users will need to increase. Supervisor Hebbard would like a motion to authorize the change in rates when it is time. 

113 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to authorize Supervisor Hebbard to approve the fuel price changes. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Hebbard updates the board on the status of the water leak that has been found under the reading center.  Hopefully the repairs will be completed this week.

Councilperson Donley tells us that the agreement had been signed with the new web designer, and the new domain name has been purchased.

The town Christmas tree lighting is scheduled for December 7 at 6:00pm.

114 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve budget modification one as follows:
1.Move $474.86 from A1355.200 (Assessors Equipment) to A1355.400 (Assessors Contractual) 
Reason: Commissioner of Finance Bill annual bill was not paid in prior year of 2023 and ended up in this year’s budget 2024 for an unexpected amount of $960.00. Therefore, this account will need to move money each month from Equipment to Contractual to cover expenses 
Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

115 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve budget modification two as follows:
2.Move $1,000.00 from A1110.200 (Town Justice Equipment) to A1110.400 (Town Justice Contractual) Move $669.09 from A1990.400 (Contingent Account) to A1110.400 (Town Justice Contractual)
Reason: Double spent on envelopes - ordering error. Also, now paying for a sheriff in the court for metal detector UNIT.
Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

116 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for October 2024.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk164764762]117 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting October 14, 2024. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

118 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #327 through #363, which total $54,276.30. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

119 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #195 through #219, which total $53,271.12.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

120 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District		voucher   #18		which totals	$ 30.00    
Westmoreland Water District	vouchers #60-65	which totals	$ 1,741.67  
Spencer Water District    	vouchers #17-18	which totals	$ 3,426.38
Camelot Village Water District	vouchers #4		which totals	$ 13,718.25

Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Hebbard stated the next Regular Meeting will be held December 9, 2024 at 6:00pm. 

Supervisor Hebbard paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Hebbard reconvened to the regular session  and requested a motion to enter into executive session.

121 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to enter into executive session.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. The Board entered into executive session at 6:58 pm.

At 7:07pm, Supervisor Hebbard reconvened the meeting.

Supervisor Hebbard appointed Peter Smith to fill the vacant board seat for the remainder of the term ending December 31, 2025.

122 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to accept the appointment.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

Resident Mike Smith inquired if Supervisor had been appointed to his current position.  The board informed him that the appointment took place in September. Planning/ZBA Board Member Chuck Smith expressed his disappointment and frustration with the process of selection for the town board appointments.  He states that he thinks somethings will be going on next year.

123 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE. Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:19 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
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