[bookmark: _Hlk176425221]Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
October 14, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk153362669]Supervisor Charles Hebbard called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on October 14, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Burton Seymour Jr. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox Jr., Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Attorney Gregory Mattacola and ten(10) audience members. Absent from this meeting was Building Inspector Patrick Baron.

Supervisor Hebbard asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Hebbard then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  

Councilperson Donley had invited the owners of Gray Owl Works to speak to the board. Gray Owl Works is a website design & maintenance company.  Brian & Jen explained their resume of experience and listed several companies they have done work for.  They stated that to begin the process, the town would need to purchase a domain name. They could streamline an modernize our website. They have made sites for some other towns, and the cost is $50.00 per month for support and hosting. Councilperson Donley asked if the town could also switch email severs, and Brian said it would depend on the purchase of a domain name, then the transfer of email is a standard process. The cost to design and build the website is approximately $4200.00. Councilperson Seymour asks when they can begin the process and how long it will take, and the response is about two weeks. Tax Collector Margaret Leone expresses her concerns that a changeover of the email could affect her tax season.  A brief discussion followed about the ongoing difficulties we have experienced with Digital Towpath email server.

Supervisor Hebbard and the Board thanked Gray Owl Works. 

There being no one else wishing to address the board, he reconvened to the regular session. 

Highway Superintendent Russell Young submitted this report:

· [bookmark: _Hlk176952856]Highway Dept ditched sections of Lowell Rd, Norton Ave, College Hill Rd, Eureka and all of Campus Rd for a total of 55 hours for Oneida County
· Highway changed out two culvert pipes on Creaser Rd
· Highway Dept sand and salt building is full and ready for winter
· All town trucks are getting inspected and serviced
· Department has a quote on fixing box on truck #13, it needs repair work $10,000
· Department has been cleaning up brush out back

Highway Superintendent Young tells the board that the new fuel system will soon be going live. It was purchased from Yocum for approximately $15,000.00.  “Fill-Rite” is the product that keeps track of how much to charge for the gas, then “Fuel Cloud” sends the info to highway department so they know what to charge. Drivers must use an app, each vehicle will have a card on board with a unique QR code to be scanned at the pump. Highway Clerk Betsey Reilly will be giving instructions to all the drivers.

Highway Superintendent Young advises the board that there is now a one-year window to order trucks, before the requirements of electric vehicles begin.  Highway Superintendent Young suggests that the town order two trucks during this window. 

Supervisor Hebbard wonders if we could sell one of the old trucks and get $100,000.00 toward the purchase of new trucks.  He has been going over possible funding options with Bookkeeper Diane Rolewicz.

Highway Superintendent Young believes this will solidify the fleet for a least four years. Councilperson Seymour asks how long it is expected to take for Utica Mack to get trucks. Highway Superintendent Young states that one has already been ordered, it could take a year for it to come in, so we should authorize the order now.

102 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to order a second new truck from Utica Mack pending the available financing.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Hebbard says we have an old truck that will need tires, and suggests the town could make money from it in some way so offset costs. Councilperson Seymour thinks the town should hold on to that particular vehicle as they don’t make them like that anymore. Councilperson Rundle wonders what it would cost to get it that one functioning, new tires and brakes. Highway Superintendent Young says he will have the mechanic look at it and get an estimated cost to get it roadworthy. 

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· During October, I will still primarily be entering  values from the 2024 building permits issued. I am in the office on Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, but if you have any questions, please contact the office at 315-853-8001, ext.8 anytime as the clerk is in the office mornings. Please leave a message if no one is in the office and someone will call you back.

Sole Assessor Osterhoudt tells the board the she is still working on building permits and adding value, exemptions don’t go out until around December. 
 
Acting Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Assessor.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints									
[bookmark: _Hlk176952969]4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 
3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 
11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.
7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  
10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  
6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 
7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.
8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 
3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   
10-11-22 (6000) Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.
6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter.  6-26-24 Certified letter was received, no contact from owner to date. 
7-9-24 Court paperwork submitted and mailed certified letter. Court date set for 8-28-24.
8-28-24 Owner appeared in court. Progress made on clean up. On site inspection set for 9-3-24. Adjourned until 10-23-24.  
4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.
9-24-24 Abated.   
4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.
9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 
10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    
11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.
12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   
1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24. 
6-5-24 Defendant failed to show for court. Spoke with defendant case adjourned until 8-28, 2024.  Defendant failed to show. Adjourned until 10-23-24. New violation to be cited with OTR set for same date. 
8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 7-9-24 Bank foreclosed on property, emailing Notice of violation to property management company. 
10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 
11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 
4-9-24 Spoke with park attorney, owner is planning on demolishing. 
11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. Owner Asked for another month extension. OTR set for 6-25-24.  7-2-24 Owner obtained a demo permit for the garage. majority of j/d has been removed. 
9-24-24 Abated. 
1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 
3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 
3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 
6-4-24 Meet with owner on site. junked vehicle is gone, vegetation is cut. Roll off container onsite and clean out commencing. 
3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024. 9-10-24 mailed final notice with OTR set for 9-24-24. Set for court 11-13-24. 
3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024. 9-10-24 mailed final notice with OTR set for 9-24-24. Set for court 11-13-24. 
4-23-24 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris on property, tires. OTR set for 5-31-24.  Extension granted until 6-25-24. 6-26-24 great improvement, spoke with owner extend to 7-16-24. 9-10-24  violation abated. 
5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24. 7-2-04 spoke with owner, extend to 8-27-24. 
6-11-24 4741 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 7-30-24. 
6-11-24 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for j/d, j/v and w/g with an order to remedy set for 7-16-24. Extended. 9-10-24 j/v has been removed. 
7-23-24 6368 Rte. 5. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 8-27-24. 9-24-24 majority of the work is complete. 
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 
	6-11-24 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR set 	for 7-30-24.  
6-25-24 4769 Rte. 233 Ballet Arts of Central NY. Notice of violation written with an 	OTR set for 7-30-24. 
8-27-24 6470 Rt. 5 Kathy's Ceramics. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-17-24. Extend 
8-27-24 4795 Rt. 233 Claycomb Auto Sales. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-17-24. ABATED. 
9-3-24 4777 Rt. 233 City Suburban. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-24-24. Extend
9-10-24 7391 Cider St. Two Brother Contracting. No violations. 
9-17-24 4980 Rt. 233 Elevate CNY. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 10-8-24.
9-17-24 26 Seymour Ln. 7 Hamlets Brewing Co. No Violations.
10-1-24 6925 Rte. 5 Lairdsville UMC. OTR set for 10-22-24.
10-8-24 7286 W Main St. Westmoreland Methodist Church. OTR set for 10-22-24. 
10-8-24 5303 Graves Rd. Eagle Hill Petcare. No violations.  



Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
[image: ]

Councilperson Rundle asks Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox to look up the tax info for Scadden Rd property, to help find the owner.

Supervisor Hebbard asks Councilperson Donley if there is an update on the new fee schedule proposal, and he states that it was submitted to attorney for approval.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following report:

Westmoreland Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed several UFPO dig requests and 2 Emergency UFPO’s.
· Continuing going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. 
· Rosemount Flow meter for the pump house was delivered. We are currently waiting for Superior Plumbing to give me a quote for installation. Once installed, Aqua Logics will wire the control box up.

Tindall Corners Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed 3 UFPO’s.

Spencer Settlement Water District
· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed 2 UFPO’s

There was no reading center report submitted this month.

Attorney Greg Mattacola states that he is working on the acceptance of Seymour Lane and waiting for documentation from Burton Seymour’s attorney.

[bookmark: _Hlk158114733]Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:
In September, the Town Clerk’s office sold eleven (11) new dog licenses and renewed forty-nine (9) individual dog licenses, for $408.00.  Of that, $68.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $240.00. 

On September 24, 2024, twenty (23) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in August 2024.  Renewal notices for fifty (50) dogs due in October were sent out on September 23, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $3,207.00 in the month of September. $3029.42 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $177.58.

There were three (3) marriage licenses sold in September. $67.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $52.50.

Twenty-three (22) certified copies were issued for $230.00.  Eight (8) building permits were issued for $1,509.00, two (2) area variances for $175.00, and four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $100.00. We did two (2) water billing searches for a total of $60.00.

Twelve (12) permanent and one (1) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds	August 2024		$9,468.00
2. Westmoreland Town Clerk		September 2024	$2,284.08
3. Westmoreland Fire District		July 2024		$1,196.40
4. Westmoreland Union Cemetery		Fuel			$325.12
5. COCVAC				Fuel			$4,048.21
6. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.		August			$116.07
7. Hartwell				Pavilion Rental		$125.00
8. Allied American Abstract		Water Search		$40.00
9. Allied American Abstract		Water Search		$40.00
10. Charter Communications		Franchise Fee		$18,240.89
11. Mid-York Library System		2023 Bullet Aid		$2,000.00	

Communications Received:
1. HOCTC Memo
2. MVEDD Newsletter
3. DEC Zero Emissions Grant Info
4. Association of Towns 2025 Annual Meeting Registration
5. Multiple Scam Emails regarding direct deposit
6. Agro Tourism Training
7. Riders Wear Pink letter
8. Oneida County Farm Happenings
9. Yelloh! ceasing operations notice
10. et cetera Newsletter

Councilperson Donley and Roger Potenski had a meeting with Superintendent and School Board of Westmoreland schools to address the work they will do to repair a decrepit pipe that runs behind the residents on Stone Rd. They also discussed the culvert pipes that are no longer draining into the creek.  Additional projects include dredging retention ponds, and the school officials agreed to assist the town by cosigning any letters to receive assistance from OCWC to alleviate these issues. There is currently a list of grants available from Oneida County as well as FEMA.  OCWC is looking for projects so hopefully this will move forward. Councilperson Donley believes it will be beneficial residents. 

Councilperson Rundle asks when the town park will be expected to close, and inquires on the status of the bathroom repairs.  Supervisor Hebbard believes we are looking at Oct 25-29, weather permitting.  Supervisor Hebbard says the bathroom is just about ready to paint.  The paper towel dispensers need to be removed and new mirrors need to be added. They would like to paint the entire bathroom in the spring.  
Councilperson Rundle observed that two buildings are up at Lowell Baseball Field. Supervisor Hebbard states that the contract to drill a well and install a pump has been signed, and it should be about two weeks out. Electric service at the field has been tabled for now, but Councilperson Rundle suggests putting an order in for National Grid as they are months out with scheduling. Councilperson Rundle would also like to get the debris around the field removed as soon as possible. Supervisor Hebbard tells the board that Lowell Fields has acquired their street address. 

Councilperson Donley says that they are ready to install the security camera system, and the view will cover the lobby, parking lot, and fuel pump area.

Councilperson Donley mentions that residents of Stop 7 Rd are concerned about speeding on their road.  Oneida County Sheriff Maciol advises patrols to prioritize the area, then the issue can be escalated to Matthew Baisley at Oneida County DPW, who will make a resolution for the town to sign that allows the county to monitor speed activity for a possible need to reduce.

Supervisor Hebbard states that there is no update on the grant from Congressman Williams.

Supervisor Hebbard says a fence will be going up at Lowell Field before the snow flies. The sign is up at the field and it states : Hubert Pritchard Fields at Wadas Park.

Supervisor Hebbard advises the board that the City of Rome will not be increasing the water rate for Camelot or Spencer Water Districts.

Supervisor Hebbard would like to install a storage building at the town park this November. The park use has grown exponentially over the past couple years and lack of storage space is creating issues.

103 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to accept the price quote up to $35,000.00 from Shafer and Sons to install a storage shed at the town park.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion turns to window and door replacement at the town hall, as the current windows and doors are decrepit and have reached the end of life. The board acquired estimates from three companies.

104 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to accept the price quote from Yager Construction to replace windows and doors at the town hall.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

 Supervisor Hebbard lets the board know that we have increased our wi-fi and internet bandwidth to accommodate the new camera & fuel systems.

105 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adopt the tentative 2025 budget.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

Supervisor Hebbard suggests that the board come to a decision on the new website. It is agreed that it is time to update. Councilperson Seymour mentions that it is actually cheaper to move to Gray Owl Works from Digital Towpath.

106 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to accept the price quote from Gray Owl Works to design and host a new town website. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

107 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for September 2024.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk164764762]108 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting September 9, 2024. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

109 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #283 through #326, which total $26,816.02. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

110 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #168 through #194, which total $60,969.38.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

111 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District		voucher   #16-17	which totals	$ 332.25    
Westmoreland Water District	vouchers #53-59	which totals	$ 12,246.94  
Spencer Water District    	vouchers #16		which totals	$ 30.00

Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Hebbard stated the next Regular Meeting will be held November 11, 2024 at 6:00pm. The Highway Department will be closed on November 5, due to Election Day.

Supervisor Hebbard paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Hebbard reconvened to the regular session and called for a motion to adjourn.

112 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE. Acting Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:50pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
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Month 0930/2024         Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report 

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

9/3/2024 2024-63 DENSLOW TOM 32 SEYMOUR LANE 314.000-1-56.8 TRUSS ID/1 FAMILY/SEPTIC 245.00 $       

9/3/2024 2024-9985DAVIES ANDREW 6682 COOPER ST 313.000-2-25.1 AREA VARIANCE 75.00 $         

9/10/2024 2024-64 MCNICHOL JAMES 1 TINDALL MANOR 315.018-2-58 ROOF SOLAR 300.00 $       

9/10/2024 2024-65 NAMASSIVAYADEVAYANI 5380 EUREKA RD 302.000-1-36.1 POOL HOUSE ADD. 292.00 $       

9/17/2024 2024-66 REGNO BARBARA 4919 JENKINS RD 313.000-1-38.1 GARAGE 147.00 $       

9/17/2024 2024-67 THALER CHARLES 6490 COOPER ST 313.000-2-41 ADDITION & PORCH 100.00 $       

9/1/2024 2024-68 READER KAITLYN 5420 STATE RT. 26 300.000-1-33.7 LEAN-TO GARAGE 40.00 $         

9/24/2024 2024-69 COLLINS MATTHEW 5130 PECKVILLE RD 315.000-1-17.1 DECK 20' X 16' 25.00 $         

9/24/2024 2024-70 VERGA DUSTIN-SARA 6991 W. SOUTH ST. 314.000-2-13 1 FAMILY SEPTIC 360.00 $       

9/24/2024 2024-9984SEYMOUR BURTON 4852 RT. 233 314.000-1-38 SITE PLAN MOD 100.00 $       

1,684.00 $    


