[bookmark: _Hlk176425221]Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
September 9, 2024


[bookmark: _Hlk153362669]Acting Supervisor Charles Hebbard called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on September 9, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Burton Seymour Jr. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox Jr., Tax Collector Margaret Leone and twenty (20) residents. Absent from this meeting were Building Inspector Patrick Baron, and Attorney Gregory Mattacola.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  

Two representatives from NY Sash presented quotes to the board for window replacement at the town hall. They explained the difference in price and function between slider windows and casement windows, the installation process, description of the finishes, and details of the lifetime warranty.  The installation would take 3-4 days to complete, for approximately 20 windows, and they work all year long regardless of the season. All windows are made in the USA. NY Sash is locally owned and operated. 

Acting Supervisor Hebbard and the Board thanked NY Sash and they left the meeting.

At this time, Westmoreland Fire Chief Dave Hartwell and Assistant Chief Jeff Spellman addressed the board. Chief Hartwell explained that Oneida County changed to digital radio and there are issues with communication in some of the large commercial buildings in town, so the fire radios do not work.  Fire code requires those buildings to have signal.  Chief Hartwell has started working with Tri-Valley Beverage on adding bidirectional antennas in their building. This includes digital surveying to find dead spots in the signal. Councilperson Seymour asks who would be expected to cover the cost of adding these antennas.  Chief Hartwell states that each business would be responsible for their own Knox Boxes and bidirectional antennas. He stresses the importance of communications in an emergency situation. Councilperson Donley questions if metal roofing and/or different types of insulation are negatively affecting signals. Assistant Chief Spellman feels that the county overall has questionable signal, as this problem seems to affect many large brick businesses throughout the area.  

Chief Hartwell says he would like to stay proactive and get ahead of the problem, by working with the town to put requirements in place for new builds to install the proper equipment.  He states that you do need a specific license to perform digital surveys and testing.  Councilperson Donley says that he would like to reach out to some connections he has within the industry.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard thanked the members of the fire department and there being no one else wishing to address the board, he reconvened to the regular session. 

Highway Superintendent Russell Young submitted this report:

· Highway Dept. has been ditching and shouldering East Carter, Old Lowell Rd and Creaser Rd
· Guys have been cutting back roadside brush throughout the town
· Had Oneida County Highway coming in to hydro-seed the two outfields in Lowell
· Been working on the 2025 budget getting quotes

Acting Supervisor Hebbard asked if there is a deadline for brush pickup, and Highway Superintendent Young said they pretty much keep going even after Christmas, picking up trees. 

Councilperson Seymour questioned if the salt is all here, and if the price went up for 2024.  Highway Superintendent Young said it’s here, and they will begin stacking it tomorrow.  The sand went up maybe $0.25 per yard.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· In September, I will continue entering  values from the 2024 building permits issued. I am in the office on Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, but if you have any questions, please contact the office at 315-853-8001, ext.8 anytime as the clerk is in the office mornings. Please leave a message if no one is in the office and someone will call you back.

Councilperson Seymour asked Sole Assessor Osterhoudt what factors could make school tax bills go up this year.  She stated that it could be the assessment on the property increasing, the equalization rate changing,  or changes in income for those parties receiving exemptions. 

Acting Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Assessor.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 
3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 
11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.
7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  
10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  
6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 
7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.
8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 
3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   
10-11-22 (6000) Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.
6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter.  6-26-24 Certified letter was received, no contact from owner to date. 
7-9-24 Court paperwork submitted and mailed certified letter. Court date set for 8-28-24.
8-28-24 Owner appeared in court. Progress made on clean up. On site inspection set for 9-3-24. Adjourned until 10-23-24.  
4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 cleanup efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  
4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.
9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 
10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    
11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.
12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   
1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24. 
6-5-24 Defendant failed to show for court. Spoke with defendant case adjourned until 8-28, 2024.  Defendant failed to show. Adjourned until 10-23-24. New violation to be cited with OTR set for same date. 
8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 7-9-24 Bank foreclosed on property, emailing Notice of violation to property management company. 
10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 
11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 
4-9-24 Spoke with park attorney, owner is planning on demolishing. 
11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. Owner Asked for another month extension. OTR set for 6-25-24.  7-2-24 Owner obtained a demo permit for the garage. majority of j/d has been removed. 
1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 
3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 
3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 
6-4-24 Meet with owner on site. junked vehicle is gone, vegetation is cut. Roll off container onsite and clean out commencing. 
3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.
3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.
4-23-24 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris on property, tires. OTR set for 5-31-24.  Extension granted until 6-25-24. 6-26-24 great improvement, spoke with owner extend to 7-16-24. 
5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24. 7-2-04 spoke with owner, extend to 8-27-24. 
6-11-24 4741 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 7-30-24. 
6-11-24 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for j/d, j/v and w/g with an order to remedy set for 7-16-24. Extended. 
7-23-24 6368 Rte. 5. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 8-27-24.

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 
	6-11-24 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR set 	for 7-30-24.  
6-25-24 4769 Rte. 233 Ballet Arts of Central NY. Notice of violation written with an 	OTR 	set for 7-30-24. 
8-20-24 4560 Rt. 233 TMS Inc. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-3-24. 8-27-24 Abated. 
8-20-24 4741 Rt. 233 North Star Orchard. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-3-24. 9-3-24 Abated. 
8-27-24 6470 Rt. 5 Kathy's Ceramics. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-17-24. 
8-27-24 4795 Rt. 233 Claycomb Auto Sales. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-17-24. 
9-3-24 4777 Rt. 233 City Suburban. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-24-24.
9-3-24 4773 Rt. 233 Jerry Smith & Sons. No violations. 

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron
[image: ]

Councilperson Rundle mentioned that he has observed a clean-up of the property on Fairway Drive.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following report:

Westmoreland Water District
· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed several UFPO dig requests and 1 Emergency UFPO.
· Continuing going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. 
· Ordered a replacement Rosemount Flow meter for the pump house from AquaLogics Systems Inc. We currently have to manually adjust the chlorine flow daily and our meter readings are also not correct because of this worn-out flow meter. 

Tindall Corners Water District
· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements - no issues. 
· Performed several UFPO’s.

Spencer Settlement Water District
· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements - no issues. 

There was no reading center report submitted this month.

There was no attorney report submitted this month.  

[bookmark: _Hlk158114733]Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:
In August, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (4) new dog licenses and renewed forty (40) individual dog licenses, for $360.00.  Of that, $60.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $300.00. 

On August 27, 2024, fifteen (15) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in July 2024.  Renewal notices for fifty-three (53) dogs due in September were sent out on August 21, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $2296.00 in the month of August. $2185.44 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $110.56.

There was one (1) marriage licenses sold in August. $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $17.50. A single one-day marriage officiant license was sold for $25.00.

One (1) certified copy was issued for $10.00.  Six (6) building permits were issued for $1,189.60.

Nineteen (19) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

We booked two (2) reservations for the pavilions at the town park, totaling $150.00.

Email for all departments went down from August 21-24. Limited email use was restored on August 25, and all historical data was restored as of August 28.

The town website is being updated in stages. New photos, new forms, new links, and new documents can be found at this time, and more will be added in intervals. If any department would like specific information added, please let the town clerk know.

Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds      July 2024           		$      9,158.00
2. Westmoreland Town Clerk	        	July 2024		$      2,310.58
3. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.	        	July			$         159.71
4. Russell		                       	Pavilion Rental		$           75.00
5. Stevens				Pavilion Rental		$           75.00
6. Meiss				Pavilion Rental		$           75.00
7. Otter				Pavilion Rental		$           75.00
8. Clark Mills Fire District					$         343.58
9. County of Oneida			Sales Tax 2nd Qtr. 2024	$  563,050.53
10. Westmoreland Fire District		June 2024		$      1,446.90
11. Clark Mills Fire District					$         316.52
12. Westmoreland Central School				$      2,908.25
13. Westmoreland Central School				$      9,281.50
14. Expedient Title Services		Water Search		$            20.00
15. Abstract Advantage Company	Greg-Tech Inc.		$	20.00
16. Camelot Partners LLC					$       8,800.00
17. Camelot Partners LLC					$       5,648.30

Communications Received:
1. Oneida County Association of Towns – September Meeting
2. Pipeline Safety Resources
3. SLFRF July Newsletter
4. MVEDD August 2024 Newsletter
5. The Social Security Star

Roger Potenski of the Oriskany Creek Watershed Committee submitted the following report:

· Highlights from the August meeting.
· Minutes for the May, June and July meetings were approved.
· Oriskany Creek Watershed Study was presented by Rambo engineering.
· Covers two counties, Oneida and Madison
· 16 municipalities have a portion of the watershed in their jurisdictions.
· 30.4 miles of drainage has been captured in the study.
· 147 square miles of area.
Full report is viewable ether on the Oneida County web page, or the OCWC web site.
· Commission has a balance in its bank account of $64,431
· Vote was passed to authorize a payment to Rambo their final installment for their full study.
· Discussion held on commissions budget requests to member municipalities. Decision to remain at same total value a past year ($15,000)  Westmoreland’s share would be $2,611.19.  Amount is based off a formula that includes the percentage of watershed that is in the town, and the property values that are in the watershed. Highest weighted share is Kirkland at 28.33%.  Westmoreland makes up 17.41%, lowest is Oriskany at 1.48%.
· Much larger turnout, plus local media (WKTV) at this meeting. This was attributed to a stronger than normal note included in the meeting announcement calling for better representation from the municipalities and elected leaders, plus the Rambo presentation.
· Needs going forward, municipalities must weigh in on what project they want to propose, and apply for funding.  many matching grants available as well.
Mr. Potenski addressed the board to say that the OCWC would like the membership to bring any water related issues forward so they can begin new projects.  This is available for the Oriskany Creek and all tributaries, especially those with chronic highwater areas.

Councilperson Rundle advises the board that construction will begin September 13 on the new court bench, and he has arranged to move any community group meetings from the courtroom to the firehouse for the week. 

Acting Supervisor Hebbard states that the court will be applying for another grant in 2025 for funding toward further improvements, and they require a resolution form the town to apply.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard thanked the fire department for providing water to the Lowell baseball field.  He is currently working with Little League to address the water situation on the premises.

Councilperson Rundle questions if there is a need to raise rental fees for the town park pavilions, due to increasing garbage fees. Acting Supervisor Hebbard believes that there was an issue with individuals dumping personal garbage into the park dumpsters, and it has been taken care of.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard asked Josh Hayes from Little League to give an update on progress at Lowell baseball field. Mr. Hayes advised that the fence is done, sod is installed and hydroseeded, there will be a baseball field as well as a softball field, bleachers are done, and the well may not be done this year.  The WADAS foundation has very specific requirements and their lengthy approval process slows things down. It is still unknown if the WADAS Foundation will pay for a well.

Councilperson Donley advises that the new security camera system will be installed possible by the end of the month.  There will be up to 8 cameras placed around the town hall.  Acting Supervisor Hebbard inquires if it is possible to put a camera on the reading center as well, due to concerns of vandalism and rising water at the Little League field. Councilperson Donley says we would need it to be wireless, could cost around $600-$700.

Councilperson Donley brings up the topic of hiring IT support for the town, and suggests getting a quote from CCNY Tech.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard says the contractor is hired to repair the park bathroom, and it is estimated to take 10-14 days for completion.  The accident report has been submitted to insurance.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard states that paperwork is still needed for the town to acquire Seymour Lane.

Councilperson Seymour states that he will make another attempt to get estimates for windows from Sahl’s Glass.

Discussion turns to scheduling dates for the 2024 budget meeting(s).

88 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle as follows:
The Town Board of the Town of Westmoreland authorizes the Westmoreland Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2024-2025 grant cycle up to $30,000. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

89 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to move $124.72 from A1355.200 (Assessors Equipment) to A1355.400 (Assessors Contractual) Reason: Commissioner of Finance Bill annual bill was not paid in prior year of 2023 and ended up in this year’s budget 2024 for an unexpected amount of $960.00. Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

90 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for August 2024.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk164764762]91 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting August 12, 2024. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

92 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #256 through #282, which total $23.623.38. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

93 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #145 through #167, which total $35,857.53.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

94 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District		voucher   #13-15	which totals	$ 12,554.59    
Westmoreland Water District	vouchers #47-52	which totals	$ 12,246.94  
Spencer Water District    	vouchers #14-15	which totals	$ 332.25

Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard stated the next Regular Meeting will be held October 14, 2024 at 6:00pm. The Preliminary Budget meeting will take place September 17, 2024 at 5:30pm.

Acting Supervisor Hebbard paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Hebbard reconvened to the regular session, and requested a motion to enter into executive session

95 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to enter into executive session.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Acting Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried. The Board entered into executive session at 6:53 pm.

At 7:19pm, Acting Supervisor Hebbard reconvened the meeting.

96 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE. Acting Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:19 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
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Month Aug-24          Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report 

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

8/6/24 2024-57 HAYDUK FRANK 6905 DIX RD 274.00-1-45 GARAGE ADD. 54.00 $         

8/6/24 2024-58 SEYMOUR BURTON 80 SEYMOUR LN 314.000-1-56.16 POLE BARN 144.00 $       

8/13/24 2024-59 HUGGINS WILLIAM 4362 SKYLINE DR. 325.000-1-38 ONE FAMILY TRUSS ID 266.48 $       

8/13/24 2024-60 KRESSE FRED 4630 STATION HILL RD 326.000-1-9.6 1 FAMILY TRUSS SEPTIC 512.12 $       

8/20/24 2024-61 BRYANT PROPERTY MGMT.5056 COOPER ST 314.000-1-81 ADDITION/ALT TRUSS ID 117.00 $       

8/27/24 2024-62 CHUBBUCK JOE 6031 LOWER LAWRENCE ST288.000-2-22.1 24' X 40' GARAGE 96.00 $         

1,189.60 $    


