[bookmark: _Hlk176425221]Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
August 12, 2024


[bookmark: _Hlk153362669]Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on August 12, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Burton Seymour Jr. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox Jr., and eleven (11) residents. Absent from this meeting were Building Inspector Patrick Baron, and Attorney Gregory Mattacola.

Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  

Eric Schmidt and Michael Kapps of Westmoreland Little League addressed the board with an update on the progress at the Lowell baseball field. Work is underway, and they provided estimates of the budget using the $240,000 grant from the Wadas Foundation.
$55,000 fencing
$65,000 field
$25,000 scoreboard
$25,000 grading/well/drainage
$15,000 grass
$15,000 electrical
$40,000 concession stand

Councilperson Seymour asked if there will be enough money to complete the field. The Little League representatives said they will be ready for the 2025 season. Councilperson Hebbard states that they are waiting on sod, and the well will be dug as soon as weather permits. Councilperson Donley brings up the question of who will be mowing and maintaining the lawn grass at the field, and the town may need to help. Supervisor Eisnor says the driveway at the field should be done by the end of November.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young submitted this report:

· Highway Dept. spent time in Town of Floyd helping clean up after the high winds they got.
· We are starting to fill the sand + salt barn.
· We are roadside mowing; it is working great.
· Chipper has been out the last two weeks
· Highway Dept. called the county highway to let them know we are starting our ditching contract with them, so they can let us know what roads need to be done
· We are looking at a used box for truck #13. The box on it is very rotted as it is twenty-four years old.
· Town has a new employee, James Campanaro. He has a CDL and is working out well.
· The job cost for a Fill Rite Fuel Management System is $14,375.00 plus time & materials

Councilperson Hebbard thanks highway employees for their work on the bathroom at the town park.

Supervisor Eisnor provides the board with an update on the current fuel management system.  July and August data was lost. The highway clerk is working on the billing to send out for those months, using averages of the past year’s information.  The board agrees that it is time to upgrade.

78 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to accept the proposal for a new Fill Rite Management System. Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Councilperson Seymour asks if we have the budget for a new box truck, and Highway Superintendent Young says he is looking into it.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· I have begun the process of adding value to properties with new building permits, there are a lot of them!

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints									
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 
3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 
11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.
7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  
10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  
6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 
7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.
8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 
3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   
10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.
6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter.  6-26-24 Certified letter was received, no contact from owner to date. 
7-9-24 Court paperwork submitted and mailed certified letter. Court date set for 8-28-24. 
4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  
4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.
9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 
10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    
11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.
12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   
1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24. 
6-5-24 Defendant failed to show for court. Spoke with defendant case adjourned until August 28, 2024.  
8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 7-9-24 Bank foreclosed on property, emailing Notice of violation to property management company. 
10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 
11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 
4-9-24 Spoke with park attorney, owner is planning on demolishing. 
11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. Owner Asked for another month extension. OTR set for 6-25-24.  7-2-24 Owner obtained a demo permit for the garage. majority of j/d has been removed. 
1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 
3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 
3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 
6-4-24 Meet with owner on site. junked vehicle is gone, vegetation is cut. Roll off container onsite and clean out commencing. 
3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.
3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.
4-23-24 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris on property, tires. OTR set for 5-31-24.  Extension granted until 6-25-24. 6-26-24 great improvement, spoke with owner extend to 7-16-24. 
5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24. 7-2-04 spoke with owner, extend to 8-27-24. 
6-11-24 4741 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 7-30-24. 
6-11-24 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for j/d, j/v and w/g with an order to remedy set for 7-16-24. Extended. 
7-23-24 6368 Rte. 5. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 8-27-24.
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 
	6-11-24 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-30-24.  
	
	6-11-24 6906 Fairway Dr. Westmoreland Golf Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR se for 7-30-24. ABATED

	6-18-24 4805 Rte. 233 Upstate Auto Gallery. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-16-24. ABATED

	6-18-24 4791 Rte. 233 Central Body Shop. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-16-24. Extended 7-30-24 ABATED.
	
	6-25-24 4822 Rte. 233 Sierson Crane & Welding. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-16-24. ABATED

	6-25-24 4769 Rte. 233 Ballet Arts of Central NY. Notice of violation written with an OTR 	set for 7-30-24. 

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron
[image: ]
Highway Superintendent Young remarks that the clean-up on Old Oneida Rd looks really nice so far. 

Westmoreland Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
1. Performed several UFPO dig requests and 2 Emergency UFPO.
1. Continuing going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. 

Tindall Corners Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
1. Performed 1 Emergency UFPO.

Spencer Settlement Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 

Supervisor Eisnor advises the board that he has ordered ten water meters to have in stock.  Councilperson Seymour asks if the water department is still going house-to-house checking the lead service lines, and are they giving advanced notice.  It is still ongoing, and the only notice provided were the mailed letters in March.

There was no reading center report submitted this month.

There was no attorney report submitted this month.  

[bookmark: _Hlk158114733]Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:
In July, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog licenses and renewed thirty-three (33) individual dog licenses, for $235.00.  Of that, $47.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $188.00. 

On July 30, 2024, nine (9) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in June 2024.  Renewal notices for forty-eight (48) dogs due in August were sent out on July 30, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $150.00 in the month of June. $141.72 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $8.28.

There were three (3) marriage licenses sold in July. $67.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $52.50.

Twenty-two (22) certified copies were issued for $220.00.  Eight (8) building permits were issued for $1,324.00, three (3) septic permits for $245.00, three (3) area variance for $225.00.

Seventeen (17) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

We booked five (5) reservations for the pavilions at the town park, totaling $375.00.

The town website is being updated in stages. New photos, new forms, new links, and new documents can be found at this time, and more will be added in intervals. If any department would like specific information added, please let the town clerk know.

The town clerk’s office will be closed August 21 & 22nd, notice will be posted on the town website as well as at the town hall entrance. 


Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds 	June 2024           	$      8,236.00
2. Westmoreland Town Clerk	        	June 2024		$      1,204.14
3. COCVAC			        	Fuel			$      3,743.58
4. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.	        	Fuel June		$         168.84
5. Rothdiener		                       	Pavilion Rental		$           75.00
6. Netzand 				Pavilion Rental		$	75.00
7. Clark Mills Fire District					$         335.30
8. Town of Westmoreland					$	38.67
9. Westmoreland Union Cemetery Assoc.   Fuel			$         120.05
10. County of Oneida			Mortgage Tax March 2024	$    54,477.50
11. Westmoreland Fire District		May 2024		$      1,247.19
12. Westmoreland Fire District		June 2024		$      3,484.00

Communications Received:
1. Motor Equipment Operator Trainee – email from County
2. Natural gas safety information – National Grid
3. Loud noise from ATVs & Dirt Bikes – email from resident
4. GovWell - postcard
5. WorkMax - postcard
6. Solar farm on Eureka Rd – email from resident
7. SLFRF July Newsletter - email
8. Wildlife, Fish and Marine Life Newsletter - email
9. MVEDD Newsletter - email

Councilperson Rundle brings up the accident that occurred at the town park. Supervisor Eisnor states that the insurance company has been notified, and they are awaiting the police report. Councilperson Hebbard is getting estimate to repair the bathroom.  There was extensive damage to the walls, but fortunately no plumbing or electrical issues. Councilperson Donley mentions the possibility of making improvements to the bathrooms as they are typically in poor condition.  Councilperson Hebbard says that the cleanliness is difficult to maintain in the busiest seasons of the park, and vandalism continues to be a major issue. Councilperson Seymour suggests installing air dryers for hands in order to eliminate paper towels.

Councilperson Seymour questions the mowing and upkeep on the Eureka Rd solar farm.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox advises that the landowner has hired a company, but doesn’t know the start date.

Councilperson Seymour addresses the topic of amplifiers placed in new builds, as well as large buildings like Dollar General and the travel plaza. Councilperson Seymour also states that the highway department phones need to be upgraded.

Councilperson Donley says a public hearing will soon be scheduled to discuss the new fees for codes department.

Councilperson Donley expresses concern over the speed limit around the town park.  He believes it needs to be lowered to 35mph, and if needed he will gather a petition in the neighborhood.

Councilperson Donley has acquired a quote of $4,000 for security cameras at the town hall, including the garage. There will be up to 8 cameras.  Supervisor Eisnor states that security cameras are long overdue

79 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve up to $4,200 for the security camera system.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor says there is still no update on the grant from Congressman Williams for the remaining amount to complete the Tindall Water Project.

Supervisor Eisnor received the packet tonight for Seymour Lane.  Highway Superintendent Young said that the road looks good.

80 Supervisor Eisnor advanced a motion for the town to take over Seymour Lane, contingent upon attorney approval.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor says that the police officer contract with Oriskany has been signed. Justice Hart has a rendering for the new court bench that will be built in September.  Councilperson Rundle says that The Westlanders can meet at the firehouse the week of construction.

Supervisor Eisnor states that budget meetings will be starting and scheduled soon.

81 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for July 2024.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk164764762]82 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting July 8, 2024. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

83 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #228 through #255, which total $20,895.38. Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

84 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #127 through #144, which total $53,473.99.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

85 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District		voucher   #12		which totals	$ 30.00    
Westmoreland Water District	vouchers #43-46	which totals	$ 860.20  
Spencer Water District    	vouchers #12-13	which totals	$ 2,825.39
Camelot Village Water District  vouchers #3  		which totals	$ 13,326.30

Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

At this time Supervisor Eisnor read aloud his resignation letter and gave a statement.

86 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to accept the resignation of Town Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held September 9, 2024 at 6:00pm. Councilperson advised that he will be unable to attend that meeting.

Supervisor Eisnor paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

Resident Mike Smith brings up some electrical issues at the town park.  Councilperson Hebbard agrees that we may need to upgrade over time.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session. 

87 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE. Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:15pm.


Respectfully submitted,
Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
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Month Jul-24          Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report 

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

7/2/24 2024-46 HUGGINS WILLIAM 4362 SKINNER RD 325.000-1-39 SEPTIC $75.00

7/2/24 2024-47 PETRIE RANDY 5113 STATE RTE 233 314.000-0-27 DEMO GARAGE $50.00

7/2/24 2024-48 DINITTO SAM 7426 E MAIN ST 363.003-1-36 SEPTIC $75.00

7/9/24 2024-49 POCCIA BRIAN 4961 JENKINS RD 313.000-1-39.2 A.G. POOL $30.00

7/9/24 2024-50 SMITH MARK 7386 PRYOR RD 327.000-6-39.3 ADDITION  $95.00

7/9/24 2024-9988WOOD  TIM NORTON AVE 326.000-2-12-18 AREA VARIANCE $75.00

7/9/24 2024-51 CHAMBERS TATE 6081 RTE 26 273.000-1-62 SEPTIC & FENCE $95.00

7/16/24 2024-52 BECKER CRAIG 5763 EUREKA RD 288.000-2-58 GARAGE ADD. $139.80

7/23/24 2024-53 BRYANT

PROP. MGMT.

5056 COOPER ST 314.000-1-81 DEMO 30'X30' $50.00

7/23/24 2024-54 TROPHIA ANTHONY 4421 DEANS HWY 325.000-1-58.7 A.G. POOL $30.00

7/23/24 2024-9987KELLY JAMES 139 SEYMOUR LN 314.000-1-56.16 AREA VARIANCE $75.00

7/23/24 2024-9986SEYMOUR BURTON 80 SEYMOUR LN 314.000-1-51 AREA VARIANCE $75.00

7/23/24 2024-55 ROSATI PAUL 5475 STATE RT 233 302.000-1-51 60'X100' POLE BARN $900.00

7/23/24 2024-56 HENDERSONMICHELLE 4438 SAUNDERS RD 327.000-6-36.1 A.G. POOL $30.00

$1,794.80


