Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
July 8, 2024


[bookmark: _Hlk153362669]Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 5:57 pm on July 8, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle, and Burton Seymour Jr. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and ten (10) residents. Absent from this meeting were Councilperson Kirk Donley, Building Inspector Patrick Baron, and Attorney Gregory Mattacola.

Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.

Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young submitted this report:

· The new tractor and mowers are here
· I sent a letter to one of our employees that his job has been terminated, because it’s been two months and I have not heard one word from him. I’ve spoken to his mother and sister.
· We are changing roof panels on town cold storage building
· The road striping is done
· The highway department will be shut down the week of July 4th

Councilperson Rundle asked Highway Superintendent Young if the new mower is working yet, and Highway Superintendent said it won’t be used until it’s registered.  Councilperson Seymour asked if the price of sand is the same as last year, and Highway Superintendent Young said it is higher.

70 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve Poland Sand & Gravel for the upcoming season. Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

The 2024 final roll has been completed and is available in the assessment office or in the Town Clerk’s office as of July 1, 2024. If you have any questions, please contact the office at 315-853-8001, ext.8

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints									
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 
3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 
11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.
7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  
10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  
6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 
7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.
8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 
3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   
10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.
6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter.  6-26-24 Certified letter was received, no contact from owner to date. 
4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  
4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.
9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 
10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    
11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.
12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   
1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24. 
6-5-24 Defendant failed to show for court. Spoke with defendant case adjourned until August 28, 2024.  
8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 
10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 
11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 
4-9-24 Spoke with park attorney, owner is planning on demolishing. 
11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. Owner Asked for another month extension. OTR set for 6-25-24.  
1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 
3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 
3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 
6-4-24 Meet with owner on site. junked vehicle is gone, vegetation is cut. Roll off container onsite and clean out commencing. 
3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.
3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.
4-23-24 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris on property, tires. OTR set for 5-31-24.  Extension granted until 6-25-24. 6-26-24 great improvement, spoke with owner extend to 7-16-24. 
5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24.
6-11-24 4741 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance issues with an order to remedy set for 7-30-24. 
6-11-24 6858 Fairway Dr. Notice of violation written for j/d, j/v and w/g with an order to remedy set for 7-16-24. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 
	6-11-24 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR set 	for 7-30-24.  
	
	6-11-24 6906 Fairway Dr. Westmoreland Golf Club. Notice of violation written with an OTR se for 7-30-24. 

	6-18-24 4805 Rte. 233 Upstate Auto Gallery. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-16-24.

	6-18-24 4791 Rte. 233 Central Body Shop. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-16-24. 
	
	6-25-24 4822 Rte. 233 Sierson Crane & Welding. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 7-16-24.

	6-25-24 4769 Rte. 233 Ballet Arts of Central NY. Notice of violation written with an OTR 	set for 7-30-24. 

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
[image: ]

Councilperson Rundle asked if there is any update on the French Rd. house. Councilperson Hebbard stated that he saw five truckloads of debris being removed from the property. Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox tells the board that he has sent certified mail to the owner of a property on Greenway-New London Rd, but has not received a response as of yet.  If he is legally able to, he will serve papers via PO Box. Another property in question, located on Old Oneida Rd, is making progress and could be for sale soon.

Westmoreland Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
1. Performed several UFPO dig requests and one Emergency UFPO.
1. Continuing going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. 

Tindall Corners Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
1. Performed several UFPO dig requests.

Spencer Settlement Water District
1. Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 

Supervisor Eisnor advises the board about the water testing class-action lawsuit settlement, and the final submissions are being made.

There was no reading center report submitted this month.

There was no attorney report submitted this month.  

[bookmark: _Hlk158114733]Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:
In June, the Town Clerk’s office sold seven (7) new dog licenses and renewed eighteen (18) individual dog licenses, for $198.00.  Of that, $33.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $165.00. 

On June 26, 2024, sixteen (16) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in May 2024.  Renewal notices for forty-six (46) dogs due in July were sent out on June 26, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $110.00 in the month of June. $103.90 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $6.10.

There was one (1) marriage license sold in June. $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $17.50.

Thirteen (13) certified copies were issued for $130.00.  Seven (7) building permits were issued for $575.00, one (1) septic permit for $75.00, one (1) area variance for $75.00, and three (3) fire inspection payments were received for $150.00. 

Four (4) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

We booked seven (7) reservations for the pavilions at the town park. Six (6) were school groups with no fee, the other one (1) totaled $75.00.

Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds 	May 2024           			$      1,698.00
2. Westmoreland Town Clerk	        	June 2024			$      1.204.14
3. Westmoreland Central School	        				$    15,680.80
4. COCVAC			        	Fuel				$      4,128.59
5. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.	        					$           70.69
6. Resident		                       	Pavilion Rental			$           75.00
7. Bank of Utica			Certificate Interest Check	$      3,093.34
8. Scotellaro			       	Culvert Pipe Install		$         300.00
9. Town of Westmoreland	       	Park Fuel			$           43.44
10. Community Bank, N.A.	              Partial Refund for Gradall Payoff	$           49.96
11. MVWA			              Oneida Co. Del’q Wtr Collection $   15,657.06


Councilperson Seymour mentions the new job posting for Highway Department, Highway Superintendent Young says there is an applicant coming in to interview.

Councilperson Seymour states that the Westmoreland Days was successful this year, and he would like to see a town logo placed on the salt barn, it would look great during fireworks display especially.

Councilperson Hebbard noted the large number of events held at the town park during June, and the need for additional dumpster services.

Councilperson Hebbard advises the board that pipes were removed from the Lowell field and have been placed in the town garage for storage at this time.  Construction is expected to begin on that field this week. 

Supervisor Eisnor says that the grant for completion of Tindall Water Project was approved for 1.5 million, however it still needs to go through one more committee. It will cost 2.1 million to finish, with no money owed, for Mohawk Water Authority to take over.

Supervisor Eisnor states that Seymour Lane looks good.

Councilperson Hebbard advises the board that he met with Oriskany mayor regarding the police contract for court.  They would like to begin August 1, if all parties agree.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the possibility to honor veterans in our community by placing banners on the poles, as seen in neighboring municipalities.  Councilperson Hebbard says that he has been informed that these banners must be privately funded and maintained, so it is quite an undertaking.

71 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for June 2024.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk164764762]72 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting June 10, 2024. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

73 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #184 through #227, which total $24,801.15. Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

74 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #110 through #126, which total $178,209.11.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

75 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District		voucher   #10-11	which totals	$     351.15
Westmoreland Water District	vouchers #36-41	which totals	$     1,695.00
Spencer Water District    	vouchers #10-11	which totals	$     351.14

Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor mentioned that the City of Rome intends to raise the water prices, and he will update as that progresses.

At this time Supervisor Eisnor read aloud the resignation letter of Deputy Clerk Jody Burdick.

76 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to accept the resignation of Deputy Clerk Jody Burdick.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held August 12, 2024 at 6:00pm. Councilperson advised that he will be unable to attend that meeting.

Supervisor Eisnor paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session. 

77 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE. Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:15pm.


Respectfully submitted,
Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
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