Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

June 10, 2024
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on June 10, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Kirk Donley, Randy Rundle, and Burton Seymour. Also present were Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Deputy Highway Superintendent Doug Green, and fourteen (14) residents. Absent from this meeting were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young previously submitted this report:

· Guys have been doing brush pick-up

· I went to highway school in Ithaca from June 2-5 2024

· Rick is done in Lowell with bulldozer. We sent it back to Whitestown.

· Guys put in four (4) driveways this month

· The roadside mowers have been out

· I would like Board approval to start Poland Sand & Gravel hauling in sand

Supervisor Eisnor asked Deputy Superintendent Green if there has been any information from the state for salt.  Superintendent Green is unsure at this time. There was talk of TJ Allen Bulk Services matching the price. Councilperson Seymour suggests approving Poland Sand & Gravel as long as the pricing remains the same as the previous year. Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Deputy Highway Superintendent for his report.
61 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve Poland Sand & Gravel at the same price as 2023. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:
Grievance day is past. Going forward,  I will be adding valuation for 2025. You may see me out on the road taking photos, feel free to ask questions. Have a great summer and call the office if you have any concerns.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  

10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 

3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

6-4-24 Sent a certified letter requesting owner to contact our office immediately upon receiving the letter. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.

9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 

10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    

11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.

12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   

1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24. 

6-5-24 Defendant failed to show for court. Spoke with defendant case adjourned until August 28, 2024.  

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 

11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 

4-9-24 Spoke with park attorney, owner is planning on demolishing. 

11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. Owner Asked for another month extension. OTR set for 6-25-24.  

1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 

3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 

3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 

6-4-24 Meet with owner on site. junked vehicle is gone, vegetation is cut. Roll off container onsite and clean out commencing. 

3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.

3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.

4-23-24 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris on property, tires. OTR set for 5-31-24.  Extension granted until 6-25-24.

5-22-24 4783 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for multiple unregistered/inoperable vehicles on the property. OTR set for 6-25-24.

5-22-24 7429 E Main St. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for 6-11-24.

6-4-24 Abated. 

5-22-24 6385 Rte 26. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for 6-11-24. 

5-22-24 4745 French Rd. Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for 6-11-24. Abated. 

5-22-24 4741 French Rd.  Notice of violation written for high grass. OTR set for 6-11-24. Abated. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 

5621 Rte. 233 Creative Landscaping. 289.000-2-50.2 Notice of violation written with an 
OTR set for 5-28-24. 

6-4-24 Abated.
Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

5/1/24 2024-29 PARTNERS CAMELOT 125 PAZDUR S 274.000-1-21.3 DEMOLITION $50.00

5/1/24 2024-30 ALLAIRE JEAN 7545 NYS RTE 5  327.000-6-22 ADDITION TO SHED $40.00

5/7/24 2024-31 DIBBLE PAUL 7349 PRYOR RD 326.000-2-61 POOL & FENCE $80.00

5/7/24 2024-32 PARTNERS CAMELOT 4 CHURCH LN 274.000-1-21.3 DEMOLITION $50.00

5/14/24 2024-33 ROSATI PAUL 5474 RTE 233 302.000-1-51 SIGN $20.00

5/14/24 2024-34 WELLAR ELIZABETH 7124 E CARTER RD 289.000-2-36 FENCE- ACC BLDG $60.00

5/14/24 2024-35 ACEE SONDRA 6939 FAIRWAY DR 326.000-1-16 FENCE $20.00

5/14/24 HUMPHREYS RB 5549 RTE 233 302.000-1-57.1 AREA VARIANCE $100.00

5/14/24 HAUS ALPIN RTE 233 302.000-1-70 SITE PLAN $150.00

5/21/24 2024-36 MARCH DEANA 5411 STATE RTE 26 300.000-1-40.3 PERMIT RENEWAL $20.00

5/28/24 2024-37 RICHMOND MICHAEL 5894 SPRINGHOUSE RD 300.000-1-25

NEW GARAGE, DEMO, GARAGE TRUSS

$145.00

$735.00

 


Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements - no issues. 

· Performed several UFPO dig requests and two Emergency UFPO’s.

· Continuing going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. 

· Attended the Annual Rural Water Conference.

Tindall Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 

Reading Center Clerk Sarah Klein reported:
· In the month of May the Reading Center had 62 visitors
· We checked out 82 items within the library, filled 41 holds within the Mid-York library system, and borrowers checked out 34 e-books, 29 audiobooks, and 24 e-magazines for a total of 202 items circulated from the reading center.
· We are advertising this year’s park passes that we have to offer.
 - Fort Rickey
- The Utica Zoo
- The Empire State Park Pass
- The Corning Museum of Glass
· Katie and Rob from Mid-York came in to train Sarah on the new calendar system housed on the Mid-York website.   We are able to list any library or town events on the calendar for the public to view. So far, we  have listed the town-wide garage sale.
· We offered a butterfly terrarium for patrons to view.  We had 5 caterpillars turn into Painted Lady Butterflies and released them.
There was no attorney report submitted this month.  Supervisor Eisnor asked Attorney Mattacola if Camelot Village is considered a private entity. The attorney stated that it is under the town’s purview.
Four more residents entered the meeting at this time.
Supervisor Eisnor pauses the meeting once again to allow comments from the floor. Resident Joann Vellone addresses the board, stating that she leaves across the street from the solar field that is being installed on Stop 7 Rd. Mrs. Vellone has many concerns including the fact that neighbors were not properly informed of the proposed project when it was in the permit stage, she feels the project was kept quiet, there are discrepancies between the old law in 2019 and the current 2024 law, questions about validity of a permit that was issued five years ago.  She goes on to state that the residents were unable to receive proper information or protest against plans from 2021 as it was a pandemic at that time, and questions what the far-reaching effects will be to the dug wells near the site, and who would be responsible for any property damage , should the solar field cause a fire.  Mr. Joseph Vellone says that members of the volunteer fire department have told him that they are not equipped to handle a fire at the solar field. Mrs. Vellone asks how many panels will be in the project and Councilperson Donley says it should be in the site plan that is available to view online.
Supervisor Eisnor regretfully informs that this particular solar project is not subject to the new updated local law, as the plans were submitted and approved by the planning board prior to its inception.  It could be considered “grandfathered in.” Supervisor Eisnor does sympathize with these residents and understands their feelings and concerns.  He personally does not care for solar farms either.  No one can fully answer the hypotheticals, there was a year-long moratorium on any development, during which time a new local law was written. The new law took many of the residents concerns into account, and has the best interest of the town in mind.  
Councilperson Donley states that he is also a resident of Stop 7 Rd, and was a chairperson of the planning board when this solar farm was proposed. The process was followed by the book at that time. A public hearing took place, and no one showed up to protest the plans. He knows there are dug wells in that area, and he also understands all the concerns. The permits are still valid because once a site plan is approved it is locked in.  Councilperson Donley also states that he was on the committee for the 2024 solar law, and he is proud of the work they did, it is a solid and comprehensive law. 
Supervisor Eisnor says there are no other solar farms in process at this time.  One thing the town can do is send certified letters next time notifications are sent for a public hearing regarding solar.

Resident Ryan Schreppel addresses the room and states that he is a resident of Valley View Road, and lead the opposition of that project with his neighbors.  They were successful due to the large turnout of over 100 people at the public hearing.  Mr. Schreppel lets everyone know that although the town planning board rejected Valley View Solar, the state of New York still has the ability to override that decision, and he has received information that a state override is imminent.  
Councilperson Donley says that any new projects would be subject to the new law.  Councilperson Hebbard suggest that the rigidity of the new law could make some proposals defunct, and agricultural districts could possibly prevent more development.

Supervisor Eisnor mentions that all plans include a decommissioning bond. Attorney Mattacola explains that the bond is held to provide money for the town to remove the project, should it ever become abandoned.

Mrs. Vellone brings up her concerns with the constant noise, traffic, and a drain pipe getting damaged from trucks. She also believes the construction equipment could be crossing property lines. She also feels that her property value has now deteriorated.

Supervisor Eisnor expresses his apologies and states that the town can address the drain pipe and the noise. 

The Vellones exited the meeting at this time. 

Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the meeting.

Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:
Town Clerk’s Report:
In May, the Town Clerk’s office sold four (4) new dog licenses and renewed thirty-nine (39) individual dog licenses, for $312.00.  Of that, $51.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $261.00. 

On May 23, 2024, twenty (23) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in April 2024.  Renewal notices for thirty-four (34) dogs due in June were sent out on May 23, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $495.00 in the month of May. $484.46 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $10.54.

There was one (1) marriage license sold in May. $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $17.50.

Fifteen (15) certified copies were issued for $150.00 and one (1) genealogy search for $22.00.  Eleven (11) building permits were issued for $1,075.00, one (1) area variance for $100.00, and one (1) fire inspection payment was received for $100.00. We did three (3) water billing searches for a total of $60.00.

Eight (8) permanent and one (1) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

We booked ten (10) reservations for the pavilions at the town park. Four (4) were school groups with no fee, the other six (6) totaled $500.00.

One (1) peddler’s permit was issued for $50.00. Twenty-three (23) vendors received permits for the Westmoreland Days, with no fee.

Councilperson Kirk Donley, Town Clerk Anna Storey, Tax Collector & Assistant Margaret and Allison Leone, all participated in the Memorial Day Parade in Westmoreland. We handed out flags, candy, and bracelets. I hope all board members and their families will join us for the Westmoreland Days Parade June 15th!

Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds      April 2024           

$      9,279.03

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk
        April 2024


$      2,260.94

3. Westmoreland Fire District
        March 2024

$         903.13

4. Westmoreland Fire District
        B Szarek Qtr. Pymt 4/1-6/30
$      3,484.00

5. Westmoreland Fire District
        2024-01-OC Taxes

$      1,015.03

6. COCVAC


        Fuel


$      3,691.53

7. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.
        



$           82.44

8. Abbe


        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

9. Artz

        
        
        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

10. Steele

        
        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

11. Massocco

        
        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

12. Vanderwood

        
        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

13. Coveleski

        
        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

14. Gubbins


        Pavilion Rental

$           75.00

15. Data Trace Information Services   Water Search

$           40.00

16. Camelot Partners LLC
       11/23 – 2/24 Water Service
$      9,600.00

17. Camelot Partners LLC
       11/23 – 2/24 Water Service
$      3,573.45

18. MDS of NY Corp.

       Water Search

$           20.00

19. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
       February

  
$         804.60

20. Daniel Aylesworth

       Insurance


$           42.48

21. Resident


       Culvert Pipe Install

$         300.00

22. Francis P Weimer Attorney at Law   Water Search

$           20.00

23. Westmoreland tax Collector
       End of 2024 Tax Season
$     3 ,615.97

24. County of Oneida

       



$ 516,734.99

25. County of Oneida

       23-24 2nd half snow payment          $ 117,953.49

26. Town of Westmoreland
       



$           62.83

27. Charter Communications
       Franchise Fee

$    18,344.92


Supervisor Eisnor asked for an update on the kids’ summer program at the town park.  Councilperson Hebbard advised that the coordinator of previous years, Patrick Cardillo, is no longer available, so the program is off to a late start. There has been talk of possibly moving the program to the school, he will keep the board updated.
Councilperson Hebbard tells the board a swale has been put in at Lowell baseball field, but the inclement weather has been prohibiting further advances.
Councilperson Seymour brought up the hiring process for highway department.  Currently, the town requires a CDL as a term of employment.  Council person Seymour suggests offering to provide the CDL training, in an effort to recruit more applicants.

Councilperson Seymour mentions a new state building code that requires commercial buildings to have amplifiers installed, to increase radio communication for first responders in times of emergency.  Councilperson Donley states that the proposed Alpin Haus store is including on in their plans.  Tax Collector Margaret Leone, as the ZBA Secretary, says that going forward the amplifiers will be a requirement.

Councilperson Donley tells the board that he met with Building Inspector Baron, Codes Enforcement Officer Fox, and ZBA Vice Chairman Roger Potenski and came up with a list of proposed fees for codes violations. They will submit to Attorney Mattacola for review.  The proposed fees take into account labor costs and rising prices.  Attorney Mattacola advises that it may have to go to public hearing before being set in place. 

Supervisor Eisnor has not gotten any update on the materials that will be used for the new football field. Attorney Mattacola says the school attorney has been reasonable to work with and has agreed to relay the information once decisions have been made. Councilperson Rundle suggests issuing a stop work order, Supervisor Eisnor says the health department may get involved.

Supervisor Eisnor has heard from Congressman Brandon Williams that Westmoreland will be receiving grant money to complete the water project, it just has to get approved by Congress.

Supervisor Eisnor lets the board know that the following items are being paid for by the town for the upcoming Westmoreland Days celebration. American Fireworks $400.00, Dave Olney (band) $600.00, Eggan Excavating (toilets) $510.00

62 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve the expenditure of the above funds for Westmoreland Days celebration. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

63 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for May 2024.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

64 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting May 13, 2024. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
65 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #153 through #183, which total $15,471.08. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
66 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #96 through #109, which total $519,530.06.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried

67 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Spencer Water District    
vouchers #9

which totals
$     30.00
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #31-35
which totals
$     1,695.05
Tindall Water District

voucher #8-9

which totals
$     10,826.65
Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held July 8, 2024 at 6:00pm. Councilperson Donley advised that he will be unable to attend that meeting.
Supervisor Eisnor paused the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session. Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session, and requested a motion to enter into executive session
68 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to enter into executive session.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor declared the motion carried and All Board members voted AYE and the Board entered into executive session at 6:44 pm.

At 7:10pm, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the meeting.

69 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 7:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk
