Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

May 13, 2024
Deputy Supervisor Charles Hebbard called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on May 13, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Kirk Donley, Randy Rundle, and Burton Seymour. Also, present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and four (4) residents. Absent from this meeting were Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor, Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Town Clerk Anna Storey.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  Kara Smith provided an update on the Westmoreland Days event, taking place June 14 & 15. A parade will be held Friday at 6:00pm with assistance from the fire department. A band is scheduled for 7:00pm, food trucks, and the fire department will serve beer and food. Saturday at the town park there will be a vendor fair, food trucks, and a bounce house. 
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Deputy Supervisor Hebbard reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The 2024 Paving is done.  We did Tindall Manor – French - Seymour Lane – Dewey Rd – Kitchen Gulf – Thieme Gulf – Fairway Dr – part of E Carter Rd – County Seat Rd

· Rick has been over to Lowell baseball field dozing, putting in swales.

· Jay has been putting up over 100 banners for Whitestown with the bucket truck

· Guys have been picking up brush

· The roadside mower should be here this month

Councilperson Seymour says that the roads look great. The Board decides to get the striping done.
Councilperson Donley mentions that we need drivers for the parades, Highway Superintendent Young states that Bill will drive for both. Deputy Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:
May 28 will be the annual grievance day; applications are available in the hall. Deputy Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Assessor.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints










Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  

10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 

3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. Rescheduled to 10-11-23. Adjourned to a later date.

11-8-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 12-13-23, Defendant must have eviction process started.  

12-13-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 1-3-24, Defendant seeking an attorney. Defendant has an attorney and court adjourned until 3-27-24. Attorney indicated he is filing for emergency eviction. 

3-27-24 Defendant and attorneys meet case adjourned until 4-24-24 for trailer to be removed entirely. 

4-24-24 Violation abated and case is dismissed. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.

9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 

10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    

11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.

12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   

1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24.  

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 

11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 

4-9-24 Spoke with park attorney, owner is planning on demolishing. 

11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. 

1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 

3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 

3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 

3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.

3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.

4-23-24 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris on property, tires. OTR set for 5-31-24. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 

4825 Rte. 233 Seifert Transit Graphics. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 4-16-24. ABATED

4687 Rte. 233 R J Auto Repair and Sales. No violations. 4-23-24.


15 Seymour Ln. CNY Vets. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for


 4-23-24. ABATED 


25 Seymour Ln. Schwan’s. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 


4-23-24.  ABATED


4602 Rte. 233 Snyders Flooring. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 4-30-24.


5-8-24 ABATED


4675 Rte. 233 Community Bank. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 5-8-24. 


5-8-24 ABATED

5621 Rte. 233 Creative Landscaping. 289.000-2-50.2 Notice of violation written with an 
OTR set for 5-28-24. 

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

4/2/24 2024-9993 LOCAL STORAGE 4909 STATE RTE 233 314.000-1-35 STORAGE SITE PLAN $150.00

4/9/24 2024-19 MOSHIER-HARRIS NICOLE 5501 LOWELL RD 287.000-1-9.1 ROOF SOLAR $300.00

4/9/24 2024-20 SEYMOUR BURTON 4852 RTE 233 314.3000-1-38 POLE BARN 50'X80' $640.00

4/9/24 2024-21 PAXHIA JOSEPH 6848 LOWELL RD 302.000-2-45 PERMIT RENEWAL $20.00

4/9/24 2024-22 GEDDES EDEE 7563 STONE RD 303.000-1-59.2

TRUSS ID CONVERT GARAGE ADD.

$146.15

4/15/24 2024-23 SPAVEN GARY 6545 WEST SOUTH ST325.000-1-15 30' X 40' POLE BARN $180.00

4/15/24 2024-9992 GIGLIOTTI VINCENT RTE 233 274.000-1-41.2 SITE PLAN STORAGE $100.00

4/15/24 2024-24 SHAFER JASON 6658 LOWELL RD 301.000-2-14.2 FRONT PORCH $75.00

4/23/24 2024-25 ALBRECHT ANTHONY 5172 MOORE RD 301.000-2-27.5 STORAGE SHED $40.00

4/23/24 2024-26 WESTFELL ED & GINA 7533 CREEKSIDE DR 303.003-1-18 12' X 10' ADDITION $75.00

4/30/24 2024-27 BROUGH CHAD 6167 EUREKA RD 273.000-1-58.1 PERMIT RENEWAL $20.00

4/30/24 2024-28 SWEET  JEREMY 4891 CREASER RD 314.000-2-21.2 SHED 12' X 32' $40.00

$1,786.15


Councilperson Rundle asks Codes Enforcement Officer Fox if there has been progress on any of these cases. For example, Blackmans Corners Rd has been longstanding.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox states that they have received a demolition permit and it will be coming down presently.  Councilperson Seymour received a complaint about 4785 Stop 7 Rd , where there are four cars at the side of the house.
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

· We started going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. This will take most of the summer to complete. 

Tindall Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 

· Performed several UFPO dig request as well as one Emergency UFPO.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues. 

Reading Center Clerk Sarah Klein reported:
· In the Month of April, the reading center had 80 visitors in the library

· Our Circulation stats:  61 Filled Holds, 26 received holds, 94 items circulated within the library, Overdrive holds were 47 Audiobooks, 47 eBooks, and 15 Emagazines.  This is a total of 290 items circulated from The Westmoreland Reading Center.

· We are promoting and circulating our park passes available this year.

· We offered a take and make Easter children's craft.

· The Utica Zoomobile visited and presented in the Town Hall building and we had a number of children and adults come and enjoy the visit.

· Separate email was sent to share a quote for replacing the computer we work on which has become outdated and slow.  Mid-York offered to get us the system and come set it up.  Will await the town board decision on the go ahead with the new computer.
Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola reported an update on the track & football field project. The school has stated that all organic fill will be used. Councilperson Donley says we will want someone to put their name on it, in case something comes up in the future.  Councilperson Rundle suggested we get the specs on paper and have our people review it.
Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:

In April, the Town Clerk’s office sold eleven (11) new dog licenses and renewed thirty-nine (39) individual dog licenses, as well as four (4) purebred dog licenses, for $474.00.  Of that, $105.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $369.00. 

On April 9, 2024, thirteen (13) late notices were sent out for dog license renewals due in March 2024.  Renewal notices for forty-six (46) dogs due in May were sent out on April 25, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $150.00 in the month of April. $141.17 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $8.29.

There was one (1) marriage license sold in April. $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town received $17.50.

Thirteen (13) certified copies were issued for $130.00; eleven (11) building permits were issued for $1,636.15, and two (8) fire inspection payments were received for $100.00. 

Six (5) permanent and four (4) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

We booked seven (7) reservations for the pavilions at the town park.

 

Anna Storey, Town Clerk

Jody Burdick, Deputy Town Clerk

Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds      March 2024           


$     12,275.00

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk
        March 2024


$      2,260.94

3. COCVAC


        Fuel



$      3,691.53

4. Clark Mills Fire District
        Fuel

 
 
$         202.88

5. Westmoreland Central School      




$    13,752.46

6. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.
        Fuel for March


$          108.67

7. Gubbins


        Pavilion Rental


$
75.00

8. Sawanec

        
        Pavilion Rental


$
75.00

9. Clark


       
        Pavilion Rental


$
75.00

10. Francis P Weimer Attorney at Law     Water Search


$
20.00

11. Camelot Partners LLC
        11/23 – 2/24 Water Service

$      9,600.00

12. Camelot Partners LLC
        11/23 – 2/24 Water Service

$      3,573.45

13. MDS of NY Corp.

        Water Search


$
20.00

14. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
        February

  
 
$          804.60
Councilperson Rundle reports that the town park is now open for the season.  Deputy Supervisor Hebbard said all is going well, they have replaced the small slide with an activity center. It was originally quoted to be $500.00 but we were invoiced $1,000.00.
Councilperson Seymour tells the board he has learned that amplifiers must be installed in commercial buildings, so emergency services can use cell phones if other communication is not available.
Discussion turned to AED machines at the park. It was determined that the town is not required to provide AED for baseball, football, AYSO, but each organization must supply their own device for practices and games.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard states that the SPEDES permit for the pool is finally cancelled, with no balance owed.
53 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to accept the 2024 agreement with Anita’s Stevens-Swan Humane Society.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

54 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donley, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to renew membership in the Oriskany Creek Watershed Commission for the same amount as last year.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion turned to cleaning ditches on Stop 7 Road to alleviate flooding there. Roger Potenski told the board that the OCWC is actively looking for small projects.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard said that the NYS Work Permit will be tabled until Supervisor Eisnor makes a call regarding some issues Attorney Mattacola has found.
55 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donley, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for April 2024.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

56 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting April 8, 2024. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
57 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #118 through #152, which total $28,926.46. Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

58 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #7

which totals
$     30.00
Spencer Water District    
vouchers #8

which totals
$     30.00
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #24-30
which totals
$     1,390.09
Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
59 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #79 through #95, which total $34,802.87.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard stated the next Regular Meeting will be held June 10, 2024 at 6:00pm.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
Mike Smith addresses the board to state that two individuals are refusing to let anyone on their property to correct the flooding problem.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Deputy Supervisor Hebbard reconvened to the regular session.

60 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Deputy Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick
Town Clerk

