Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

April 8, 2024
Supervisor Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on April 8, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Kirk Donley, Randy Rundle, and Burton Seymour. Also, present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and nine (9) residents. Absent from this meeting were Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Councilperson Charles Hebbard.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. Marie Masca & Mike Morrill of Total Solutions I.T., Inc. are here to discuss their services with the board.  They distribute an informational packet for the board to review, answer questions about what Total Solutions I.T. provides, how they are set up, and the cost associated.  Councilperson Seymour asks about the timeline for setting up the system, and Mike Morrill says it will be 4-6 weeks.  Councilperson Donley asks if there could be an initial consultation just to assess the town’s needs without entering into a full contract, and Mike Morrill states they do not offer that at this time.
Supervisor Eisnor thanks Total Solutions for attending the meeting.  A resident asks the board if a “Your Speed Is” sign can be placed on South St.  Supervisor Eisnor said the signs have just been re-located around town, but South St. will get one at some point.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Town Board needs to look over the 248 agreement and sign.  Road work will be coming soon

· The plows and sander are still hooked up, winter is still hanging in there

· The brooms been out, more to do, going to start cleaning intersections soon

· I talked to Yocum Fuel last week , he’s been sick but will get us a quote soon.
Highway Superintendent Young gave the board a list of the roads that he wants to pave this year. This will exclude Stop 7, Acee Ln, and Newman Dr., due to ongoing work on the water pipes and the installation of a solar farm.  Councilperson Seymour asks what the total dollar amount will be for this year, Highway Superintendent Young states it is $480,912.  Councilperson Seymour questions how much of that will the town get back from Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS),  and Highway Superintendent Young states that the amount is not finalized but should be $261,000.
44 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to accept the budget for road paving. All Board members present voted AYE and motion was declared carried.
Highway Superintendent Young advises the board that Dan Aylesworth will be resigning his position as HEO and Troy Jordan will be taking his place.  The highway will now be hiring for an open MEO position.
Highway Superintendent Young states that the highway crew has started ten-hour shifts, and they will be attending OSHA training. 
Supervisor Eisnor asks the highway superintendent for an update on the fuel company, who responds that we are still waiting for the details from Yocum.  Councilperson Rundle questions if any other municipalities are using Yocum as a supplier.  Supervisor Eisnor suggests contacting the county to find out who their fuel provider is.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:
Any changes in assessment will be going out before the end of the month, call her office with any questions.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  

10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report. 

3-19-24 Demolition permit picked up.   

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May. 

8-30-23 Notice of Violation for junk and debris and roof damage with OTR date of 9-26-23.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. Rescheduled to 10-11-23. Adjourned to a later date.

11-8-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 12-13-23, Defendant must have eviction process started.  

12-13-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 1-3-24, Defendant seeking an attorney. Defendant has an attorney and court adjourned until 3-27-24. Attorney indicated he is filing for emergency eviction. 

3-27-24 Defendant and attorneys meet case adjourned until 4-24-24 for trailer to be removed entirely. 

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023. 6-9-23 spoke with owner who stated still waiting on asbestos reports. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.

9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 

10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    

11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.

12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   

1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24.  

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 

11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 

11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. 

1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 

3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 

3-9-24 Spoke with owner who plans to come back to the states sometime in April 2024 to address the issues with this property. 

3-19-24 6613 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.

3-19-24 6645 Cooper St. Notice of violation & posted unfit/unsafe written for partial collapsed building. OTR to have demolition permit set for April 19, 2024.

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 

2-6-24 4890 Rte. 233 Bitter Sweet Pines. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended 

3-12-24 Abated. 

2-13-24 5123 Rte. 233 Personal Graphics. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for  3-12-24.

3-12-24 Abated. 

3-5-24 4819 Rte. 233 Seymour's Excavating. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 3-26-24. 

3-12-24 Abated. 

4817 Rte. 233 Seal Master.  Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 3-26-24.

3-28-24 Abated

4825 Rte. 233 Seifert Transit Graphics. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 4-16-24. 


15 Seymour Ln. CNY Vets. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for


 4-23-24. 

4550 Rte. 233. Sit Means Sit. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 


4-9-24. 


3-28-24 Abated.

25 Seymour Ln. Schwan’s. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 


4-23-24. 

4754 Rte. 233 TJ Allen Group. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 4-9-24.


4-2-24 Abated.  

4602 Rte. 233 Snyders Flooring. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 4-30-24.

Building Inspections:  By Pat Baron 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

3/12/24 2024-10 Novak Mark 6047 Greenway Lowell Rd272.000-1-58 Truss ID Garage Add. $146.00

3/19/24 2024-11 Hoage Eric 6000 Shed Rd 272.000-1-42 50' x 72 ' Pole Barn $360.00

3/19/24 9995.00 Hogan Brian 4495 Dean's Highway 325.000-1-58.9 Area Variance $75.00

3/19/24 2024-12 Majka David 7383 E. Main St. 303.003-1-4 1 Family  $245.00

3/19/24 2024-13 Seifert Karen 4825 Rte 233 314.000-1-55 Alterations - Sign $95.00

3/19/24 2024-14 Schieferstine Brian 5651 Blackman Corners Rd287.000-1-22 Demolition $50.00

3/19/24 2024-15 Misencik Raymie 7433 Stone Rd 303.003-1-10 Fence $20.00

3/19/24 2024-16 Bulger Steven 5983 Eureka Rd 288.000-1-40.1 IG Pool & Shed $100.00

3/22/24 2024-17 Mulvana Michael 4511 Dean's Highway 325.000-1-58.4 Truss ID Addition $95.00

$1,186.00


Councilperson Rundle asks if there has been any luck with the storage facilities on Route 233, and Supervisor Eisnor states that the company will be going to the ZBA/Planning Board meeting in May.
There was no water department report this month.

Reading Center Clerk Sarah Klein reported:
· In the month of March, The Reading Center had 62 visitors 
· We checked out 81 items within the library, filled 62 holds within the Mid-York library system, received 26 holds from within the Mid-York library system and borrowers checked out 30 e-books, 48 audio-books, and 26 e-magazines for a total of 273 items circulated in the reading center

· We offered an Easter Bunny take and make craft.

· We continue with our puzzle exchange.    

· Katie from Mid-York stopped in to describe a new digital calendar that they are working on that will provide all of the events throughout the Mid-York libraries each month.  She took photos of our areas that we use for meeting spaces and programs.  

Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola submitted the following report:
· Review email and attachment, email client a response 







· Review codes file










· Email codes officer, appear for codes case
Town Clerk Anna Storey submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:

In March, the Town Clerk’s office sold five (5) new dog licenses and renewed twenty-eight (28) individual dog licenses for $258.00.  Of that, $43.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $170.00. 

On March 15, 2024, thirteen (13) late notices were sent out for dogs due in February 2024.  Renewal notices for thirty-eight (38) dogs due in April were sent out on March 27, 2024.

DECALS sales totaled $70.00 in the month of March. $66.13 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $3.87.

There were no marriage licenses sold in March.
Twelve (12) certified copies were issued for $120.00; nine (9) building permits were issued for $1,261; one (1) area variance was issued for $75.00, and eight (8) fire inspection payments were received for $400.00. 

Five (5) permanent and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:
1. FEMA: 30-Day Engineering Models Notification
2. DEC: letter from Supervisor Eisnor regarding SPDES permit
3. Westlanders: Thank You note 
4. Hamilton College: information on HamTrek triathlon
Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court Funds      February 2024           

 $    10,543.36

2. County of Oneida

        




 $  560,589.68

3. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
        NYS Municipal Worker’s Comp Alliance Annual
 $         828.76

4. Westmoreland Town Clerk
        February 2024


 $      4,028.22

5. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
        WC- Szarek/Rundle


 $      1,200.00
6. Westmoreland Fire Dist.
        Fuel- Jan. 2024 


 $      1,111.84

7. COCVAC


        Fuel



 $      3,915.28
8. Clark Mills Fire District
        Fuel

 
 
 $         162.04

9. Westmoreland Central School       Fuel



 $    10,595.73

10. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.
        Fuel for Feb.


 $           56.82

11. Bank Of Utica

        Certificate Interest Check

 $      3,059.72
12. NYS Municipal WC Alliance
        Loyalty Award – January

 $         994.00

13. Charter Communications
        




 $    18,761.29

14. Jennings


        Pavilion Rental


 $
75.00

15. Burr


        
        Pavilion Rental


 $
75.00

16. Jones


        Pavilion Rental


 $
75.00

17. Resident


        Culvert Pipe Install


 $         300.00

18. Resident


        Culvert Pipe Install


 $         300.00
19. Albrecht


        Culvert Pipe Install


 $         300.00

Councilperson Donley states that he is getting a quote on security cameras for the town hall. A board discussion followed, about the tentative location for the cameras and any regulations that could be in place determining which areas can be legally filmed. 
Supervisor Eisnor informs the board of the status of the Community Project Funding Grant. The funds may not be available until the new year.
Supervisor Eisnor has received a report from Delta Engineering regarding the intended updates to the football field.  The school engineer has stated that it is still unknown what materials will be used on the turf.  Supervisor Eisnor would like Attorney Mattacola to send a letter advising the school to keep the town informed, as the aquifer is beneath the field.
Supervisor Eisnor asks the board members to participate in a group to adjust the codes fees.  Councilpersons Donley, Rundle, and Seymour all agree to join, and Supervisor Eisnor says they will get that scheduled.
Supervisor Eisnor advises the board of the following budget modifications:

1. Move $1,275.93 from A1990.400 (Contingent Account) to (Unallocated Insurance) Reason: Insurance Cost Came in Higher than Budgeted For 

2. Move $1,937.82 from DA599 (Fund Balance) to DA5130.210 (Machinery Insurance) Reason: Insurance Cost Came in Higher than Budgeted For
45 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to approve Budget Mod #1.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

46 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve Budget Mod #2.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

47 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donley, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports for March 2024.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

48 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donley, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting March 11, 2024. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
49 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #5-6

which totals
$        375.29
Spencer Water District    
vouchers #5-7

which totals
$     2,856.59
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #18-23
which totals
$     2,331.75
Camelot Water District

vouchers #2

which totals
$   12,150.45

Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
50 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #88 through #117, which total $17,683.37.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
51 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #48 through #78, which total $94,953.58.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion. All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held May 13, 2024 at 6:00pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.

52 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:34pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anna C. Storey
Town Clerk

