Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

March 11, 2024
Supervisor Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, March 11, 2024.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle, and Burton Seymour. Also, present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Attorney Gregory Mattacola and nine (9) residents. Absent from this meeting were Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Tax Collector Margaret Leone.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The weather has been cooperating and the Highway Dept. has been cutting brush and cleaning up the roadsides.

· The Mechanic has been greasing all the trucks and performing regular maintenance.

· Sal Granato, our good friend from the Town of Whitestown  has agreed to let us borrow his dozer in the month of April.

· I went to Advocacy Day in Albany on March 6, 2024 to show support for the need of CHIPS money.

Highway Superintendent Young would like to talk about upgrading the fuel system, as the current computer is thirty years old.  Councilperson Seymour mentions that this was brought up at the budget meeting, and wonders if there are any estimates that the board can review.  Highway Superintendent Young states that he is looking into pricing on new systems.  Councilperson Rundle inquires on the condition of the pumps, and how many years they have been here.  Highway Superintendent Young says they are in good condition but they are over thirty years old.  Councilperson Rundle suggests getting pricing on new pumps as well.  Councilperson Donley  questions if a new system is worth the cost, Councilperson Seymour counters that it is a necessary cost.
Supervisor Eisnor asked if the county has given approval for a speed sign on Old Oneida Rd, Highway Superintendent Young says that he is going to put one there. Councilperson Seymour wonders if the town should acquire more speed signs, and the board agrees to wait until they find out pricing on the fuel system. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

At this time, all exemptions should be submitted to the assessor’s office for processing. The tentative roll will be submitted to Oneida County by April 5,2024. Assessment changes for the 2024 tax roll are complete at that time. If you have any questions, please contact the office at 315-853-8001, ext.8

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt says all the exemptions will be sent to the county next week.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report:
Complaints

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  

10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural building or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report.   

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May. 

8-30-23 Notice of Violation for junk and debris and roof damage with OTR date of 9-26-23.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. Rescheduled to 10-11-23. Adjourned to a later date.

11-8-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 12-13-23, Defendant must have eviction process started.  

12-13-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 1-3-24, Defendant seeking an attorney. Defendant has an attorney and court adjourned until 3-27-24. Attorney indicated he is filing for emergency eviction. 

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023. 6-9-23 spoke with owner who stated still waiting on asbestos reports. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 cleanup efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.

9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 

10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    

11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.

12-27-23 Adjourned to 1-24-24.   

1-24-24 one of the dockets dismissed as defendant has power now. second docket adjourned until 6-5-24.  

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 

11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 

11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23.  12-19-23 owner contacted and needs time, OTR extended to 5-31-24. 

1-30-24  5283 Old Oneida Rd.  Notice of Violation written  property maintenance. two partially collapsed structures placard. OTR set for March 5, 2024. 

3-5-24 No contact from owner to date. 

Fire Inspections:

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

1-23-24 4901-03 Rte. 233 Mohawk Metal Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-13-24. 2-13-24 Abated. 

1-23-24 35 Seymour Rd. E V Roofing. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended. 

2-6-24 4890 Rte. 233 Bitter Sweet Pines. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Extended

2-6-24 4930-32 Rte. 233 Shafer & Sons. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 2-27-24. Abated

2-13-24 5123 Rte. 233 Personal Graphics. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for  3-12-24. 

2-27-24 4827 Rte. 233 Parish Engine Service. No Violations. 

3-5-24 4819 Rte. 233 Seymour's Excavating. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 3-26-24. 
Councilperson Rundle asked Codes Enforcement Officer Fox if there are any updates.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox stated that he was able to contact the owner of 5283 Old Oneida Rd, a property that was the subject of much discussion last month.  The owner claims that he will be home soon to clean up and sell the property.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox asked the owner to at least get rid of vehicles on the property, but the owner is still residing out-of-state.
Building Inspector Pat Baron issued the following building permits:
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

2/6/24 2024-0003 Harmon Todd 4958 Jenkins Rd.  313.000-1-35 Fire Repairs Truss ID $171.20

2/6/24 2024-004 Zatwarnicki Cynthia 6351 Rte. 26 273.000-7-80.2 Convert to 2 Family $75.00

2/14/24 2024-999.7 Parish John 4827 NYS 233 314.000-1-56.22 Site Plan Review $100.00

2/14/24 2024-99.96 Olney David 6340 Lawrence St. 273.000-2-4.1 Truss ID $20.00

2/14/24 2024-005 Nimey  Luke 4791 NYS Rte.233 314.000-1-56-2 30' x 50' Storage Building $225.00

2/14/24 2024-006 Acee  Marone 4937 Stop 7 Rd 315.000-1-30-4 Solar Farm $1,200.00

2/14/24 2024-007 Acee Marone 4937 Stop 7 Rd 315.000-1-82.2 Solar Farm $1,200.00

2/20/24 2024-008 Albrecht Anthony 5172 Moore Rd 301.000-2-27.5

Pole Barn, Truss ID, 1 Family, Septic

$424.52

2/27/24 2024-009 Sege John 6947 W. South St. 314.000-2-10 Septic $75.00

$3,490.72


Water Treatment Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following report:

Westmoreland Water District, February 2024

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

· Starting in April (changed from March) both water operators will be going house to house doing water line inspections. We need to have our Lead Service Line Inventory completed by October 2024. This is going to be a very large undertaking.

Tindall Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues. 
Supervisor Eisnor advises that Water Treatment Plant Operator Flint will be going on vacation this month and that an employee of Town of Vernon will be filling in during that time.

Supervisor Eisnor says that he will find out more information for the board regarding the Lead Service Line Inventory (LSLI) that will be conducted by Water Treatment Plant Operator Flint.
Reading Center Clerk Sarah Klein reported:

In February the Reading Center has 72 visitors.

We checked out 79 items within the library, filled 57 holds within the Mid-York Library System. Borrowers checked out 31 E-books, 46 Audio books and 13 E-magazines. A total of 226 items circulated from the Reading Center.

We continue our puzzle exchange in the Reading Center.

We reserved the Town Hall for the Utica Zoo-mobile visit on 4/6/2024 at 1:00pm

There was no attorney report submitted this month.

Town Clerk Jody Burdick submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:

In February, the Town Clerk’s office sold four (4) new dog licenses and renewed forty-four (44) individual dog licenses for $360.00.  Of that, $60.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $300.00. 

On February 15, 2024, eighteen (18) late notices were sent out for dogs due in January 2024.  Renewal notices for thirty-eight (38) dogs due in March were sent out on February 27, 2024.

There were no sales for hunting or fishing licenses in February.

There was one marriage license sold in February for $40.00.  $22.50 was sent to the NYS Department of Health and the Town received $17.50.

Seven (7) certified copies were issued for $70.00; eight (8) building permits were issued for $3,415.72; one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00, and three (3) fire inspection payments were received for $150.00. 

Eight (8) permanent and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month. 

Communications Received:

1. Delta Engineering- memo regarding Westmoreland Aquifer.
2. Association of Towns- 2024 meeting schedule.
3. Oneida County Dept. of Planning- Training for Floodplain Management.
4. Carol Eiswald- woman who fostered the stray Mastiff found at Stewarts Shop.
5. Family of Priscilla Storey- thank you note.
6. NYMIR- amendment to NYS Human Rights reporting.
Checks Received:
1. Westmoreland Town Court            January 2024           

 
 $      9,245.00

2. County of Oneida

        1st Half Plowing Payment
 
 $  11,7953.50 

3. Westmoreland Fire Dept
        Comp Payment
                
 $      3,484.00

4. Westmoreland Town Clerk            January 2024

 
 $       1632.78

5. Westmoreland Fire Dept
        W/C Payment


 $    41,102.90

6. Westmoreland Fire Dept
        Fuel- Dec. 2023 


 $         795.26

7. Sentinel Media

        Refund for overpayment

 $           36.93


8. COCVAC


        Fuel



 $      4,531.98

9. Clark Mills Fire District
        Fuel

 
 
 $         320.33

10. Westmoreland Central School       Fuel



 $    15,155.45

11. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.
        Fuel



 $           41.11
Councilperson Donley expressed interest in gathering fees from surrounding townships to possible update our fee schedule to see if any of our fees are reasonable, or if any need to be increased. 
Councilperson Seymour brought up a house on Rte 233 that has snowmobiles parked out front on a regular basis and they are blocking the sidewalk.  Supervisor Eisnor said the town can send a letter to the property owner to address the issue.  Councilperson Hebbard affirms that there is an ordinance requiring owners to keep sidewalks clear. 
Councilperson Seymour states that he is no longer receiving the text message notifications from the fire department, but thinks it’s important for the highway department to have access to these messages.  Highway Superintendent Russell Young says he has been added back to the notification list, but would like Deputy Superintendent Doug Green to be added as well. Councilperson Rundle says he can add Deputy Superintendent Green to the phone list following this meeting.

Councilperson Hebbard attended the Oriskany Creek Watershed Commission (OCWC) meeting along with ZBA/Planning Board Co-chair Roger Potenski.  They walked the creek bed to Walesville, and discussed that a portion of the school budget is intended to fix the crushed drain pipes.  
Councilperson Hebbard let the board know that the Little League had a high power bill this month, only to discover that a beverage cooler was left plugged in and it was costing $50.00 per month.

Councilperson Rundle observed that after the last rain, water was halfway up the backyards in town, and voices his concern that the water issues are increasing in severity, Councilperson Donley expresses his agreement.  Councilperson Hebbard says he will address this with the watershed commission.

Councilperson Rundle inquires about what will be done about the fence on Kunz Ave by the former pool.  Supervisor Eisnor says the fence will be removed and the posts will be reused at the Lowell baseball field.  Councilperson Seymour questions if the Wadas Foundation Grant is requiring the poles to be reused.  Supervisor Eisnor says it could be considered part of the in-kind contribution, and Councilperson Hebbard said it was suggested to reuse the poles.  Councilperson Rundle asks if any part of the grant addresses drainage, as the filed tends to get very wet.  Councilperson Hebbard says there will work on the grading and other hardscape, Supervisor Eisnor believes they will want swales put in. 
Supervisor Eisnor tells the board that he has received a letter form Delta Engineering regarding the capital project taking place at the school.  There are concerns that the town aquifer is under the football field, and we want to research what effects the intended project could have on the water.  The school has yet to respond. 

Supervisor Eisnor thanks the highway department for taking the fence down at the former pool.  

Supervisor Eisnor refers to a contract he received from the City of Rome, proposing an increase in the price of water for Spencer Settlement and Camelot water districts, by $4.00 per gallon. Supervisor Eisnor is not willing to agree to the increase at this time, and plans to meet with the mayor.  Attorney Mattacola states that the agreement is old, and any price increases should have been done gradually, but now there are these large jumps taking place. Supervisor Eisnor says he’d like to redo the entire contract with City of Rome, and will inform the board when the meeting takes place. 
Supervisor Eisnor mentions that the Community Project Funding grant application is complete for the Tindall Water Project.  County Legislator George Joseph helped procure 10 letters of support for the application. 

36 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

37 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of the Regular Meeting February 12, 2024 All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor informed the board that Town Clerk Jody Burdick has submitted her resignation letter, effective April 1, 2024.  Supervisor Eisnor thanked Town Clerk Burdick for her years of service to the town and its residents.
38 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to accept the resignation of Town Clerk Jody Burdick, effective April 1, 2024. All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.
39 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #57 through #87, which total $53,781.37.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

40 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #3 - 4

which totals
$         25.00
Spencer Water District    
vouchers #4

which totals
$         25.00
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #12-17
which totals
$    1,896.30
Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
41 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #29 through #47, which total $96,520.53.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor advised the board that the justice court did receive a grant for a metal detector and a new court bench.  A meeting has been scheduled with Justice Hart on March 21 at 6:00pm for anyone who is able to attend.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held April 8, 2024 at 6:00pm, and a Special Meeting will be held on March 21, 2024.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session, and requested a motion to enter into executive session to discuss a personnel issue.
42 Supervisor Eisnor advanced a motion to enter into executive session.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:35pm.

At 7:10pm, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the meeting.

43 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to appoint Anna Storey as Town Clerk, and Jody Burdick as Deputy Town Clerk, effective April 1, 2024.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

