Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

December 11, 2023
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, December 11, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley, and Burton Seymour. Also present were Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Attorney Gregory Mattacola and eleven (11) residents. Absent from this meeting were Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard chose to recognize the treasurer and president of Westmoreland Little League Association, who were in attendance, as they have received the grant funds from The Edwin WADAS Foundation toward the renovation of Lowell baseball fields.  The foundation awards $700,000 each year of grant money, and our Little League received $250,000 of that.  The project will commence in Spring 2024. 
There being no one  else wishing to address the Board, Deputy Supervisor Hebbard reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The town tree lighting on December 2nd was a success with a large crowd in attendance
· All trucks are inspected

· County checks for ditching and mowing should be received soon
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

Exemption renewals were recently mailed out. If you receive one, please fill it out, sign it and return it to the assessment office BEFORE March 1, 2024. The renewals sent were for Disabilities, Non-profit, Senior citizen low income, Agricultural and Firemen/ambulance workers. If you are a volunteer fireman and have a lifetime status and you received a renewal form, please contact the assessor’s office and update your information. Life members do NOT have to renew their exemption. As always, please call the office if you have any questions

Apply for Enhanced Star if you turn 65 next year.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report: 
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  

10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report.   

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May. 

8-30-23 Notice of Violation for junk and debris and roof damage with OTR date of 9-26-23.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.

11-21-23 House has been demolished. Codes violations are abated.   

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. Rescheduled to 10-11-23. Adjourned to a later date.

11-8-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 12-13-23, Defendant must have eviction process started.  

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023. 6-9-23 spoke with owner who stated still waiting on asbestos reports. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 cleanup efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.

9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 

10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    

11-29-23 Adjourned for pretrial/trial 12-27-23.    

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23. 

11-21-23 eviction process in progress. 

11-13-23 5113 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 12-19-23. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

6-20-23 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Golf Club. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 7-18-23. Extended until 8-31-23.  11-13-23 All violations abated just waiting to receive fire alarm system inspection report to close out inspection. 11-21-23 Violations abated. 

8-14-23 4836 Rte. 233. Station 233 The Simple Bar. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 9-19-23. 11-13-23 no violations have been corrected. 

10-18-23 5840 Lowell Rd Lowell Methodist Church. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 11-21-23. 11-21-23 extended. 12-4-23 Violation abated. 

10-18-23 4908 Moore Rd. Hecla Hall. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 11-21-23. 11-21-23 violations abated. 

10-23-23 6925 Rte. 5 Lairdsville Church. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 11-21-23. 11-21-23 violations abated. 

11-13-23 6377 Rte 233 Camelot Village. No violations. 

11-28-23 7286 W Main St. Westmoreland Methodist Church. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for January 9, 2024. 

11-28-23 7277 W Main St. Masonic Lodge. No violations. 

12-5-23 5639 Bartlett Rd. Bartlett Baptist Church. No violations. 

12-5-23 5584 Rte 26. Townline Event Center. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for January 9, 2024. 

12-5-23 7362 E Main St. Knuckleheads. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for January 9, 2024.
Building Permits: By Pat Baron 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

11/1/23 2023-66 Seymour Burton 4852 State Rt. 233 314.000-1-38 Demo 1 Fsm $50.00

11/1/23 2023-67 North Star Orchards, LLC 4741 State Rt. 233 315.000-1-80.1 Sign $60.00

11/8/23 2023-68 Bywater William 6210 Eureka Rd. 273.000-1-37 Roof Deck Front Porch $75.00

11/8/23 2023-69 Peet David 6973 State Rt. 5 326.000-1-38.1 Truss In Retail/Office $191.90

11/8/23 2023-70 Peet David 6973 State Rt. 5 326.000-1-38.1 Millhouse & Sign $107.20

11/14/23 2023-71 Sargent David 5202 Moore Rd  301.000-2-27.6 Horse Barn Fence $140.00

11/21/23 2023-72 Hulser Kayla 5116 Tudman Rd. 313.000-2-1.11 Addition $132.50

11/28/23 2023-73 Switzer Susan/Trent 4688 Dean's Highway 325.000-1-3 Repair Damage $75.00

$831.60

 


Deputy Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Codes Officer and asked for the Attorney report.

Attorney Mattacola stated that there a currently a few codes matters in progress. Many of the violations are quick to solve, but a few are more problematic and time-consuming issues, so it is an ongoing process.

Deputy Supervisor Hebbard thanked the Attorney for his report.

Water Report : By Ted Flint
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements - no issues

· Performed several UFPO dig requests and one Emergency UFPO

· Worked with MVWA to get a new 4” meter installed in the mechanical room at the new Westmoreland Thruway Rest Stop. They have an anticipated opening date of December 24th. Once this rest stop opens back up it will increase our water usage quite substantially. 

Tindall Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements - no issues.
Reading Center Report: By Sarah Klein

In the month of November, the reading center was open for a total of 49 ½  hours.

· The reading center had 56 visitors.         

· We had 105 checkouts inside the reading center, filled 74 holds within the Mid-York Library System and had 106 overdrive checkouts of e-books/e-magazines, and audiobooks.  This produced a total of 285 items circulated from the reading center.        

·  We are currently holding a collection of gently used or new juvenile winter coats, snowpants, boots, hats gloves etc.  and will be donating our collection to the Westmoreland School District at the end of December.          

· We offered 2 take and make crafts to patrons this month. 
Town Clerk Jody Burdick submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report: Town Clerk’s Report: 
In November, the Town Clerk’s office sold nine (9) new dog licenses and renewed twenty-five (25) individual dog licenses for $300.00.  Of that, $50.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $250.00. 

On November 14, 2023, seventeen (17) late notices were sent out for dogs due in October 2023.  Renewal notices for thirty-five (35) dogs due in December were sent out on November 27, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $699.00 in the month of November. $670.82 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $28.18.

There was one (1) marriage license sold for $40.00. $22.50 was sent to the NYS Department of Health and the Town received $17.50.

Six (6) certified copies were issued for $60.00.

Eight (8) building permits were issued for $831.60 and two (2) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00. 

Six (6) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:

1. Town Clerk- response to NYMIR inspection recommendations.

2. Humane Society of Rome – notice of fee increases and 2024 contract.

3. NEXAMP – October Solar Report

Checks Received:

1. Clark Mills Fire District

         Fuel



 $         327.75

2. Westmoreland Town Court Funds      Oct & Nov 2023
              

 $      9,789.00

3. County of Oneida

        Traffic Diversion


 $           50.00

4. Camelot Partners

        Water Payment


 $      5,533.00

5. Camelot Partners

        Water Payment


 $      9,000.00

6. Westmoreland Town Clerk
        November 2023


 $      1,262.09

7. County of Oneida

        Traffic Diversion


 $      2,150.00

8. Westmoreland Fire District
        Fuel



 $      1,180.49

9. COCVAC


        Fuel



 $      4,833.36

10. Clark Mills Fire District

        Fuel



 $          327.75

Town Clerk Jody Burdick relayed a message that the Town Justices would like to increase the amount of petty cash they have on hand, from $50 each to $150 each, for purposes of making change for court fees. 

114 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Donley to increase the Justice Court petty cash fund from $50 to $300.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Councilperson Seymour spoke about the increased attendance at the town tree lighting, the fire department and all involved did a great job.
Councilperson Donley brought up the town website and inquired about a possible upgrade, a more streamline and modern aesthetic. Town Clerk Jody Burdick stated that she understands it is quite expensive to hire a website designer. The board agrees that they should look into some estimates to get a better idea.

Deputy Supervisor Hebbard addressed the water line replacement in Tindall Water District, and stated that Supervisor Eisnor will provide updates at the next meeting. 
115 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to allow the bookkeeper to make any and all modifications necessary to pay bills. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

116 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to approve the following budget modifications:

Move $172.81 from A1990.400 (Contingent Account) to A1010.400 (Town Board)


Reason: Speed Signs additional costs.

Move $2,435.79 from A7110.00( Town Park Personal Services) to A7110.400 (Town Park- Contractual)

Reason: Reallocation on Expense accounts to cover Park Independent Contractors cost. (Wilczak, Iffert).

Move $750.00 from A7140.410 (Pool Equipment) to A7140.400 (Pool Contractual).


Reason Cover cost of filling in Pool Engineering Charge.

Move $437.76 from DA599 (Fund Balance) 50 DA5130.210 (Machinery- Insurance).

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

117 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

118 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donley, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of the November 13, 2023 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.

119 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #389 through #421, which total $47,443.48.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

120 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Spencer Water District    
vouchers #20-22
which totals
$       376.16
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #71-79
which totals
$    4,364.94
Tindall Water District

voucher #18-21

which totals
$    12,329.95


Councilperson Donley seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

121 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #257 through #281, which total $100,740.87.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Deputy Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held January 8, 2024 at 6:00pm. The year end meeting  will take place on December 28, 2023 at 8:00am, and the Organizational Meeting on January 1, 2024 at 8:00am.
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
Deputy Supervisor Hebbard provided the board member with an Oriskany Watershed Committee questionnaire and asked them to complete it. Roger Potenski stated that the meeting will be held on December 21, 2023 and he will turn in the completed surveys at that time.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Deputy Supervisor Hebbard reconvened to the regular session.
122 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Deputy Supervisor Hebbard declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:19pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

