Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

November 13, 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, November 13, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley, Burton Seymour and Charles Hebbard. Also present were, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and nineteen (19) residents. Absent from this meeting was Building Inspector Patrick Baron and Attorney Gregory Mattacola.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
Nancy Nicholl, W. Main St; spoke to the Board regarding the speeding vehicles traveling on W. Main St.  Ms. Nicholl and Rick Stoodley, from Cooper St requested that “Your Speed Is” signs be placed on W. Main as they are on E. Main.   Supervisor Eisnor asked for Ms. Nicholl and Mr. Stoodley’s address so that the signs can be placed on their property.  The Supervisor stated that W. Main is more congested with homes and that is the reason the signs were no placed there originally.
Holly Darrah, Aged to Perfection asked the Board for funding for her group.

There being no one  else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· We have sent all trucks out for inspections.

· We have installed plows, wings and sanders on the trucks.  They are ready for winter.

· The Sand/Salt Building is full.

· The Highway has listed the 2015 Pickup and Highlander, 14’ Sander, Pallet of chains and crimpers, the 2010 International Hood and Playground Border on Auctions International.

· The Department would like to put new Christmas lights up.  Asking for the Boards permission to buy them.

· We have been cutting the brush back on Town Roads.   

Superintendent Young requested permission to purchase new lights for the Christmas Tree and to rent a lift to properly hang them. The Board agreed.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

Exemption time will soon be upon us, if you receive an exemption renewal, please fill it out, sign it and return it to the assessment office no later than March 1, 2024. Per New York State, the office cannot accept renewals received after that date. If you are turning 65 in 2024 and currently receive the Basic STAR Exemption, be sure and apply for the Enhanced STAR exemption in the assessor’s office. If you are turning 65 and currently receive the STAR Credit (a check rather than the exemption), NYS will switch you from the basic credit to the enhanced credit. 

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report: 
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19. 

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner’s son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.  

10-23-23 inspected property. high grass made it hard to view. Majority of junk and debris from initial violation notice was abated. To date no contact with owner's son, Brian Grant.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural building or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report.   

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May. 

8-30-23 Notice of Violation for junk and debris and roof damage with OTR date of 9-26-23.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. Rescheduled to 10-11-23. Adjourned to a later date.

11-8-23 Defendant appeared Court adjourned for trial 12-13-23, Defendant must have eviction process started.  

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023. 6-9-23 spoke with owner who stated still waiting on asbestos reports. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.

9-27-23 Defendant failed to appear. Adjourned for 10-4-23 pending notification. 10-4-23 Defendant appeared,  progress made on first violation notice, second violation notice entered into the record. Adjourned until 10-25-23. 

10-25-23 Defendant has public defender , adjourned for pretrial/trial 11-29-23.    

8-8-23 5172 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for roof damage and illegal shed. OTR set for 9-5-23. 9-5-23 extend until 10-3-23. 

10-23-23 Violations abated. 

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

10-17-23 4 Church St. Camelot Village Lot 73 Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR 11-21-23.
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

6-20-23 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Golf Club. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 7-18-23. Extended until 8-31-23. 

8-14-23 4836 Rte. 233. Station 233 The Simple Bar. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 9-19-23.

10-10-23 7537 E South St. The Milk House Bed & Breakfast. No violations.

10-10-23 7616 E South St. The Church of Annunciation. No violations. 

10-17-23 45 Seymour Ln. Borza's Rec Center. No violations. 

10-18-23 5840 Lowell Rd Lowell Methodist Church. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 11-21-23. 

10-18-23 4908 Moore Rd. Hecla Hall. Notice of violation written with an OTR set for 11-21-23. 

10-23-23 6925 Rte. 5 Lairdsville Church. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 11-21-23. 

Building Permits: By Pat Baron 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

10/3/23 2023-9987 Schrock William 4901 State Rt. 233 314.000-1-34.1 Site Plan $150.00

10/10/23 2023-9986 Hepperly Colton 4446 Dean's Highway 325.000-1-26.4 Truss ID $20.00

10/10/23 2023-56 Olney David  6340 Lawrence St 273.000-2-4.1 24x 40 Addition $69.00

10/10/23 2023-61 Brewing 7 Hamlets 26 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-56.4 Septic $75.00

10/10/23 2023-62 Premo Erick 5518 Jenkins Rd. 301.000-1-4.2 Deck $25.00

10/10/23 2023-63 Holdings, LLC Magnet 7362 E. Main 302.004-2-23 Septic $75.00

10/17/23 2023-64 Poirier Robert 5416 Rt. 26 300.000-1-33.8 Fence $20.00

10/23/23 2023-65 Crossland Jack 6857 Dix Rd. 274.000-1-60 Shed $40.00


Water Report : By Ted Flint
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly and annual sampling requirements - no issues

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

· Worked with Cyclops Process Equipment to get a “Turbidity” analyzer installed. Working great – Health Department requirement.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling - no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

· Worked with Murphy Excavating to find out what kind of piping is on Newman Drive, Acee Lane, Stop 7 Road and part of South Street.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed UFPO’s on Dewey Road. They are replacing 6 fire hydrants. 

Reading Center Report: By Sarah Klein
· In the month of October 2023, we were open for a total of 42 ½ hours, we had 82 visitors, and also many tricks or treaters for Halloween night. We signed up 6 new patrons. 
· We circulated 42 items in house, as well as 37 e-book checkouts and 47 audiobook checkouts.  We filled 61 holds within the Mid-York library system, for a total of 187 circulated items in the month of October. 
· We purchased and handed out candy during the Town of Westmoreland’s Halloween festivities.   
· We trained and welcomed new staff member Betsy and have adjusted the reading center hours for Saturdays to  9:00am – 12:00pm.  Betsy covers the reading center Tuesday evenings and Sarah covers  Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday.  

Town Clerk’s Report: By Jody Burdick and Anna Storey

In October, the Town Clerk’s office sold six (6) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-five (55) individual dog licenses for $537.00.  Of that, $87.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $450.00. 

On October 12, 2023, seventeen (17) late notices were sent out for dogs due in September 2023.  Renewal notices for forty-nine (49) dogs due in November were sent out on October 30, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $815.00 in the month of October. $772.91 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $42.09.

There were two (2) marriage licenses sold for $80.00. $45.00 was sent to the NYS Department of Health and the Town received $35.00.

Thirteen (13) certified copies were issued for $130.00.

Four (4) building permits were issued for $105.00, one (1) residential ZBA referral was received for $150.00 and two septic permits were issued for $150.00. Four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00. 

Seven (7) permanent and three (3) temporary  handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:

1. NYS Environmental Services Corporation – New Policy

2. Oneida-Herkimer Solid waste Authority – 2024 Proposed Budget

3. NEXAMP – September Solar Report

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justices Court Funds  September 2023
               $     9,400.00

2. Westmoreland Town Justices Court Funds  August 2023 re-issue
               $     4,836.00

3. Westmoreland Fire District
     WC Quarterly Payment
$     3,484.00

4. Westmoreland Town Clerk
     September 2023

$     2,148.20

5. County of Oneida

     Traffic Diversion

$     2,150.00

6. Camelot Water District

     May-Aug Water

$     9,000.00

7. Camelot Water District

     May-Aug Water

$     5,433.00

8. Data Trace Information Services      Water Search

$           20.00

9. Data Trace Information Services      Water Search

$           20.00

10. Westmoreland Union Cemetery Assoc.    Fuel



$         466.00

11. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.
     Fuel



$         239.78

12. Camelot partners, LLC

     FOIL Request Copies

$           20.00

13. Westmoreland Fire District
     Fuel



$      1,244.37

14. Westmoreland CSD

     Fuel



$   12,097.43

15. Clark Mills Fire District

     Fuel



$        167.51

16. COCVAC


     Fuel – Sept.


$     4,833.36
17. COCVAC






$     5,208.02
There was no Attorney’s report.
Councilperson Rundle asked about the report from Murphy indicating the results of the test holes in the remaining Tindall Manor water Lines.  Supervisor Eisnor replied that the lines are transit.  A short discussion followed and Supervisor Eisnor stated he will be meeting with Murphy in the morning. 
Councilperson Hebbard stated the Town Park officially closed on October 30, 2023.

Councilperson Hebbard said the Pop Warner Football had a great season, and the championship game was held at the town park.

Councilperson Hebbard said that the town is still  in the running for a WADAS Foundation grant, and the awards will be announced November 16, 2023 at 6:00 pm.  He will be present for the announcement.
Councilperson Donley asked when the Tree Lighting will be held.  Discussion continued and it was decided to hold the Tree Lighting on December 2, 2023 at 6:00 pm.
Councilperson Donley stated the E-Z Riders Snowmobile Club will be holding a free Youth Snowmobile Safety Course on December 16, 2023. Check their Facebook page for more information. 

Supervisor Eisnor stated the verbiage in the motion for the Court to apply for a grant was incorrect in the October meeting.

106 A motion was advanced by Supervisor Eisnor, seconded by Councilperson Seymour as follows:

The Town Board of the Town of Westmoreland authorizes the Westmoreland Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2023-2024 grant cycle up to $30,000. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
107 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

108 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donely, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of the October 9, 2023 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.

109 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #233 through #256, which total $74,164.81.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried

110 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Spencer Water District    
vouchers #19
 
which totals
$        76.89
Westmoreland Water District
vouchers #64-70
which totals
$   1,250.51
Tindall Water District

voucher #17

which totals
$         76.89


Councilperson Donley seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

111 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #351 through #388, which total $54,208.27.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held December 11, 2023 at 6:00pm. The Supervisor asked the Board if they would be available to hold the year end meeting on December 28, 2023 at 8:00am and the Organizational Meeting on January 1, 2024 at 8:00am. All Board members agreed.
112 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to hold the year end meeting on December 28, 2023 at 8:00am and the Organizational meeting on January 1, 2024 at 8:00am.  All Board members voted Aye and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 
There being no one  wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.
1135 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

