Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

September 11, 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, September 11, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Burton Seymour and Charles Hebbard. Also present were Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and thirteen (13) residents. Absent from this meeting was Building Inspector Patrick Baron.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  
Kim Murphy, on behalf of Leann Countryman and the NY Volunteer Citizens Audit group addressed the board, regarding voting procedure in New York state. Ms. Murphy handed out a packet of the group’s latest report and findings, for the board to review.  Ms. Murphy spoke about the group’s objective, which is to address possible errors in voter eligibility and tallying election results. They are requesting an audit of all NYS 2020 & 2022 election results, and are asking each town board to join in their mission, in order to bring the issue before the county and then the NYS Assembly.
The Board agreed to review the information provided by Ms. Murphy, received her contact information and thanked her for her time.

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Town purchased a 2023 Dodge Pickup with a Plow.  We will receive it on September 6, 2023.

· We picked up brush throughout the Town before Labor Day.

· We mowed Town and County Roads for the second time this summer.

· 2017 Chevy Pickup is getting a new transmission put in it. 
The board members poised several questions to the Highway Superintendent regarding the new truck, the price of salt and sand, and the status of the old truck.
Highway Superintendent Young was granted permission from the board to discard the old Christmas decorations, and gave employees an opportunity to take them if desired.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· I am still out taking photos while the weather lasts.  The school tax bills came out and if your bill increased, but your assessment did not, the increase is most likely due to increased school taxes and the Town’s equalization rate dropping due to the market for housing being so hot the last couple of years.  Please call if you have any questions, 315-853-8001 ext. 8.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report: 
Complaints










3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May. 

8-30-23 Notice of Violation for junk and debris and roof damage with OTR date of 9-26-23.  

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. 

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.  

8-8-23 5172 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for roof damage and illegal shed. OTR set for 9-5-23. 9-5-23 extend until 10-3-23. 

8-30-23 6385 Rt.26 Notice of Violation written for junk and debris and junked vehicles (camper and boat). 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

6-20-23 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Golf Club. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 7-18-23. Extended until 8-31-23. 

8-14-23 26 Seymour Ln. 7 Hamlets Brewery. No violations reported.
 8-14-23 4836 Rte. 233. Station 233 The Simple Bar. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 9-19-23. 
Building Permits Issued  By Pat Baron
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

8/1/23 2023-49 Humphries Heather 6451 Dailey Rd 301.000-2-5.22 Porch $25.00

8/1/23 2023-45 Brown Alicia 6493 Skinner Rd 301.000-2-25.20 Addition/Truss $84.80

8/8/23 2023-46A Fuller Roy 6309 State Rte. 26 273.000-1-77 Shed $40.00

8/8/23 2023-9990 Moyer Jeffrey 4555 NYS Rte. 233 327.000-6-45.2 Site Plan $150.00

8/8/23 2023-47A Camelot  Village 4 Sunrise Blvd 274.000-1-21.3 Single Family $150.00

8/17/23 2023-48A St. Peter Stephen 5517 Jenkins Rd 301.000-1-1.6 Single Family/Truss $237.92

8/22/23 2023-50 Markovics Randall 7429  E. Main St 303.003-1-9 Fence $20.00

8/22/23 2023-51 Murphy Patrick 5217 Moore Rd. 301.000-2-35.1 Pole Barn $192.00

8/22/23 2023-9989 Olney David 6340 Lawrence St 273.000-2-4.1 Site Plan $75.00

8/22/23 2023-52 Rizvanovic Senada 6447 W. Carter 273.00-2-62 Deck $25.00

8/29/23 2023-53 Moss Sharon 5955 Skinner 300.00-1-47 Shed $40.00


Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Mattacola stated that he is still working on the solar law.
Town Clerk’s Report: By Jody Burdick & Anna Storey

In August, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog license and renewed forty-one (41) individual dog licenses for $378.00.  Of that, $63.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $315.00. 

On August 15, 2023, twelve (12) late notices were sent out for dogs due in July 2023.  Renewal notices for fifty-six (56) dogs due in September were sent out on August 29, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $3,666.00 in the month of August. $3,498.28  was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $167.72.

There were two marriage licenses sold for $80.00. $45.00 was sent to the NYS Department of Health and the Town received $35.00.

Two (2) certified copies were issued for $20.00.

Nine (9) building permits were issued for $814.72, one (1) residential and one (1) commercial ZBA referrals were received for $225.00. There were no fire inspection payments received. 

Thirteen (13) permanent and three (3) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:

1. Deputy Commissioner of OCDPW- Road restriction on Bartlett Road.

2. AOT- newsletter.

3. Supervisor Eisnor – Signed application for Backflow Prevention Device.

4. AOT- Training Opportunity.

5. Comp Alliance- loyalty program.

6. Family of Hubert Pritchard- thank you. 

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Justices 

July 2023
                
$     9,520.00

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk

July 2023


$     1,557.08

3. Oneida County


2nd Quarter Sales Tax

$543,618.88

4. Non-Resident


Pavilion Rental


$         125.00

5. Non-Resident


Pavilion Rental


$        125.00

6. Non-Resident


Pavilion Rental


$        250.00

7. Camelot 



Water Payment


$     9,000.00

8. Camelot 



Water Payment


$     5,023.35

9. Westmoreland Fire District

Fuel



$     1,259.97

10. Westmoreland CSD


Fuel



$     8,642.88

11. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.

Fuel



$        111.13

12. Expedient



Water Search


$          20.00

13. Mohawk Valley Abstract

Water Search


$          20.00

14. County of Oneida


Water Project Funding

$ 400,000.00
15. Charter Communications

Franchise Fees


$   20,033.32
There were no Reading Center or Water reports submitted.

Councilperson Rundle asked if the town would be removing the fence around the former pool area, since demolition is complete. Supervisor Eisnor said the fence will stay up at this time.

Councilperson Hebbard brought up the Lowell Project and said the grant results will be delayed as the foundation suggested they apply for an additional, larger grant. Councilperson Hebbard mentioned that a wedding was held at the town park this past weekend.
Councilperson Seymour suggested the town do research on lithium battery farms once the solar law is complete, because they seem to becoming more popular and moving into our area.
Councilperson Donley spoke of the proposed solar law containing a ten-day review period by the codes officer, and questioned if this was long enough.  Supervisor Donley said he would check with the codes officer.

Discussion turned to holding the public hearing on the solar law prior to the October board meeting. It was decided to hold the public hearing regarding the solar law will be held at 5:30pm on October 9, 2023. 
Councilperson Donley indicated concern that the wetlands next to the school are becoming more widespread and that it is encroaching upon the snowmobile trail.  Councilperson Donley suggested that through our membership of the Oriskany Creek Watershed Commission we could get some assistance in rectifying these issues. Supervisor Eisnor advised Councilperson Donley to pursue the idea with the commission.
Supervisor Eisnor said the pool demolition is complete, and the Anna Kunz memorial stone has been placed in front of the Historical Society.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that the Tindall Water project is complete and there is some testing being done on the pipes. Murphy Excavating has been paid.

Supervisor Eisnor mentioned that Dog Control Sue Gardiner was able to deliver a stray dog to Anita’s Stevens-Swan Humane Society, as they finally had an opening.
86 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

87 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour, to approve and place on file the minutes of the August 14, 2023 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.

88 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #10 through #208, which total $137,184.82.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried

89 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #283 through #312, which total $444,077.56.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  Four Board members voted AYE, Councilperson Seymour abstained, and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

90 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #50-56 
which totals
$12,752.51

Spencer Water District

vouchers #15

which totals
$        25.00

Tindall Water District

voucher #13-15  
which totals
$11,255.70


Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held October 9, 2023 at 6:00pm. A public hearing regarding the solar law will be held at 5:30pm on October 9, 2023. The first Budget Meeting and Solar Review will be held at 5:00pm on September 19, 2023. The second Budget Meeting will be held at 5:00pm on September 26, 2023.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

Ryan Schreppel, resident of Skyline Drive, spoke of the new solar law and questioned what the setbacks would be.  Supervisor Eisnor invited Mr. Schreppel to attend a solar law meeting to provide his input.

Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.

91 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:31pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

