Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

August 14, 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, August 14, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley and Burton Seymour. Also present were Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and four (4+) residents. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  
Resident Rich Steixner told the board that he is not able to view the assessment rolls for the past two (2) years on the Town’s website.  The Town Clerk stated that the links to past assessment rolls on the County’s site may have changes.  The Clerk will look into this and correct.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Flashing Speed Limit signs are done and up on designated roads.

· We are working on the Ditching Contract with the County.  The Town will receive $13,600.

· The Highway Department has been helping Oneida County with trucks for shouldering Lowell Road and the Town of Agusta stone and oil roads.

· We have been mowing road sides if Town and County Roads.

· The Town Board should really consider ordering a new roadside mower and tractor. Estimated arrival is 18 months, which would be Spring of 2025. A new pickup truck is also needed, as the 2008 Ford F-350 needs to go.
Councilperson Seymour asked if the Highway Superintendent had determined the roads that wanted to pave in 2024 and suggested French Road.   Highway Superintendent Young replied yes, French Road and maybe Newman Drive and Acee Lane.   
Superintendent Young stated that the application doe CHIPS reimbursement have been turned it.  The Town will receive $261,086.27 in September.

Discussion turned to the purchase of a new mower/tractor with boom arm for $129,588.75. Delivery date would be Spring of 2025.  There is no money required to order.
79 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour and seconded by Councilperson Rundle to authorize the Highway Superintendent to order a new tractor with boom are in the amount of $129,588.75.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· Holly has been out taking pictures of properties with new building permits

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report: 
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural building or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report.   

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull building permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated. Spoke with owner, have to schedule a final inspection with Pat Baron and Myself.

7-18-23 Abated.    

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. Defendant did not show up for court. Trial date set for 9-13-23. 

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023. 6-9-23 spoke with owner who stated still waiting on asbestos reports. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 6-12-23 clean-up efforts have been started and a contractor is hired for some of the property maintenance issues.  

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. Court date set for 7-26-23.  7-26-23 Defendant appeared in court. Judge adjourned for 60 days with a return date of 9-27-23.  

6-12-23 6424 Skinner Rd. Notice of violation written for w/g. OTR set for 6-26-23. 6-27-23 Front yard mowed, extend a week and recheck. 7-26-23 Abated. 

6-12-23 6770 O'Brien Rd. Notice of violation written for w/g. OTR set for 6-26-23. 6-27-23 Not mowed, I will attempt to reach out to safeguard properties for compliance. 7-26-23 Abated. 

8-8-23 5172 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for roof damage and illegal shed. OTR set for 9-5-23.
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-10-23 6333 Rte. 233 Patrick Heating. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-31-23. 1-31-23 some violations abated, extended to complete the rest. 5-2-23 two of four violations abated, coordinating with third party agencies to complete remaining violations. 

8-8-23 Abated. 

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

4-4-23 6201 Rte. 233 Burdick's Paving and Excavating. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 8-29-23. This includes property maintenance on building and exterior clean-up in the rear. 6-27-23 two violations abated, progress on last two. 7-25-23 more progress made. 8-1-23 abated. 

6-20-23 7105 Norton Ave. Skenandoa Golf Club. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 7-18-23. Extended until 8-15-23. 

8-1-23 4980 Rte. 233  Elevate CNY. No violations. 

Building Inspector Pat Baron submitted the following building permits issued in the month of July.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

7/11/23 2023-0038 Dullin Christopher 6655 Lowell Rd 301.000-2-14.3 Porch with Roof $25.00

7/11/23 2023-039 Zeller Nadine 7541 NYS Rt. 5 327.000-6-21 Deck $25.00

7/11/23 2023-0040 O'Su;;ivan Justin 6654 Lowell Rd 301.000-2-14.13 Solar Array $300.00

7/18/23 2023-0041 Bowen Matthew 7568 Stone Rd 303.000-1-43.4 Pole Barn $122.40

7/18/23 2023-0042 Woodman Lawrence 5940 Eureka Rd 288.000-2-3 Enclosed Patio $75.00

7/18/23 2023-0043 Rowe Brooke 5196 Jenkins Rd  3021.000-1-43.2 Pole Barn Addition $90.00

7/18/23 2023-0044 Pace Robert 5593 Bartlett Rd 302.000-1-81.1 A.G. Pool $30.00

7/25/23 2023-0046 Walsh David 5554 NYS Rt. 26 300.000-1-8 Deck Replacement $25.00

7/25/23 2023-0047 Hebbard Charles French Rd 315.018-3-36 Shed $40.00

7/25/23 2023-0048 Castle Towers Crown Moore Rd 301.000-2-27.2-61 Cell Tower Upgrade $50.00

$782.40


Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for June:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements. One sample came back Coliform positive. Did 3 repeat samples and all 3 came back negative. Performed annual disinfection byproduct sampling as well.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests.

· Continuing to work with the Thruway Authority in regards to hooking up to the new Thruway rest stop and gas station.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed quarterly, monthly & “Boil Water” sampling.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests,

· Tindal Water project just finished up. Murphy did an excellent job putting driveways & lawns back to preconstruction form. Still have a little touching up to do.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Water main flushing got pushed out until September.

Supervisor Eisnor added that the rain we have had has helped bring the water levels back up in the wells.

8)  Reading Center Report: By Sarah Klein

In the Month of July, the Reading Center was open for a total of 45 hours and we had 67 visitors come into the library.

 We continue to provide our summer reading challenge to children and are collecting names for the end of summer gift basket raffle

 Patrons are enjoying the park passes to Fort Rickey and Onondaga Parks, including the Syracuse Zoo that we are offering as loans.

We checked out 30 items within the reading center, filled 100 holds within the Mid-York Library System including 59 E-book, Audio books and e-magazine checkouts, for a total of 189 circulated items.  
9)  Attorney’s Report:  Attorney Mattacola stated that he would have the draft of the revised solar law ready for the September meeting.
10)  Town Clerk’s Report: By Jody Burdick & Anna Storey

In July, the Town Clerk’s office sold one (1) new dog license and renewed forty-eight (48) individual dog licenses for $332.00.  Of that, $55.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $277.00. 

On July 20, 2023, nine (9) late notices were sent out for dogs due in June 2023.  Renewal notices for fifty-one (51) dogs due in August were sent out on July 25, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $130.00 in the month of July. $122.82  was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $7.18.

There were no marriage licenses sold.

Thirty-nine (39) certified copies were issued for $390.00.

Ten (10) building permits were issued for $782.40 and two (2) fire inspection payments were received for $100.00. 

Six (6) permanent and six (6) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:

1. Kyle Moore Nexamp- Eureka Road Solar monthly report, July 2023.

2. Napoli Shkolnik- status report for water testing litigation.

3. Association of Towns – July 2023 newsletter.

4. Charter Communications-notification of price increases.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justices 
Court Funds June 2023
              $     9,773.01

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk
May 2023


$     2,659,42

3. Oneida County


Traffic Diversion

$     2,850.00

4. Resident



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

5. Swalgin



Pavilion Rental


$        125.00

6. Sarus



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

7. Vehoski



Pavilion Rental


$        125.00

8. Holbert



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

9. Union Cemetery


Fuel



$        345.45

10. COCVAC



Fuel



$   11,766.56

11. Westmoreland Fire District
Fuel



$     1,331.76

12. Clark Mills Fire District

Fuel



$        432.80

13. Westmoreland CSD

Fuel



$   11,870.35

14. County of Oneida


2nd Payment-Plowing

$ 116,193.00

15. Morris



Culvert



$        300.00

16. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.

Fuel



$        138.63

17. Westmoreland Fire District
Workers Comp


$     3,484.00 

18. Stanwix Heights VFD Inc.

Fuel



$          78.59

19. Clark Mills Fire District

Fuel



$        299.52

Councilperson Rundle spoke of the water line replacement in Tindall Manor.  Councilperson Rundle has received many complaints from residents about the dirt settling, and asked who would be responsible if further repairs are required.

Councilperson Hebbard arrived at 6:10pm.

Councilperson Donley stated he has received compliments from residents about the speed limit signs that were placed around the Town.  
Councilperson Donley also stated he has received requests from residents to lower the speed limit on Stop 7 Road to 35mph.  Supervisor Eisnor explained the procedure to Councilperson Donley who can relay the information back to the residents.

Councilperson Seymour also expressed concerns over speeding throughout the Town and asked if a “your speed is” sign could be laced on Cooper Street in Hecla.

Councilperson Hebbard stated that it really comes down to an enforcement issue.

Councilperson Hebbard stated that this is the last week of the summer program at the Town Park.  This year the program averaged over 100 kids per day.  The year end party will be on August 17, 2023, and will have a foam party and bounce houses.  The Park will require and extra garbage pickup that last week.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the Tindall Water and French Road water line replacement project is complete.

The Tindall project went over budget but the French Road budget came in way under budget.  The Supervisor stated he is now working with Mohawk Valley Water Authority (MVWA), Murphy Excavating and Delta Engineering to relinquish the District to MVWA.
Councilperson Seymour asked if there would be any money left to start replacing lines in the Westmoreland District.  Supervisor Eisnor replied, no. 

Supervisor Eisnor stated the pool demolition should begin this week.
The Supervisor stated that all budget worksheets have been handed out and he would like to begin Budget Meetings at 5:00pm on September 19th and 26th .  All Board members agreed.  
The Dog Control Officer, Sue Gardinier is asking the Board to pay half of her cell phone bill.  The other half would be paid by Verona.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that if Verona agrees then Westmoreland will also.
80 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

81 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of the July 10, 2023 Regular Meeting; July 25, 2023 Public Hearing and July 25, 2023 Special Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.

82 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #239 through #280, which total $275,051.58.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

83 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Spencer Water District

vouchers #14

which totals
$     25.00

Tindall Water District

voucher #12  

which totals
$     25.00


Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #44-49 
which totals
$1,478.90
Councilperson Donley seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

84 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #150 through #179, which total $36,354.26.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held September 11, 2023 at 6:00pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.

85 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:31pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

