Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

June 12. 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, June 12, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley & Burton Seymour. Also present were Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and eleven (11) residents. Absent from this meeting was Codes Officer Patrick Baron. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the regular meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:
1. Approval to sign Ditching Agreement

2. Approval to sign Mowing Agreement

3. Highway Department has been mowing Town and County Roads.

4. The Department put in a 36” culvert pipe on Theime Gulf Road.

5. Highway Road paving is complete for 2023.  We are currently getting roads ready for paving in 2024.

6. The Town Garage is all cleaned up for Westmoreland Days.

7. Looking for Board approval to contract with Poland Sand & Gravel to haul sand at $13.85 a yard.
Councilperson Seymour asked Highway Superintendent Young how much we paid for sand last year. Highway Superintendent Young responded it was $13.45 per yard.  Councilperson Seymour asked if there has been any response from the county regarding placing speed signs on county roads. Highway Superintendent Young stated that the permits were sent in months ago, and he has yet to receive a response.  Supervisor Eisnor said he will call the county himself.
61 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to authorize the Highway Superintendent to purchase from Poland Sand and Gravel at $13.85 per yard.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

1. Grievance day is over with only 1 application filed. 

2. The final role for 2023 has been submitted and will be available for viewing after July 1.  After that date, I will be adjusting assessments on the 2024 assessment role.

3. I will also be out taking photos. There are a lot of properties in the Town that do not have current pictures so you may see me. Please call if you have any questions.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report: 
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.; property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19.

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected. 

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural building or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 5-9-23 spoke with owner and advised he would need an asbestos testing report before filing for demo permit. A letter will be sent to owner giving him until 5-23-23 to apply for his demo permit barring any scheduling conflict with third party company assigned to conduct testing. He has applied for demo permit, waiting on asbestos report.   

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remaining along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull building permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated. Spoke with owner, have to schedule a final inspection with Pat Baron and Myself.   

10-11-22 6151 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure and junked vehicles with an OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year. 3-28-23 Spoke with the owner for the first time. At this time our office has determined that the building is legal. The owner states he owned all the vehicles on the property. He will be working to move unregistered vehicles and vehicles he is working on as a hobby into the garage. Our office determined he is zoned R-3 so only one unregistered vehicle is allowed to be visible on the property.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23. 5-30-23 Due to couple scheduling conflicts this case has been rescheduled for 7-12-23. 

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023.

3-16-23  6700 Daily Rd. violation notice written for J/D  in the yard with an OTR set for May 1, 2023. 5-2-23 progress made on clean up extend until 5-16-23.  

3-21-23 7025 Fairway Drive complaint of people living in a camper/trailer unfounded at this time, will leave case open for further investigation. Verbal warning to owner to clean up J/D and remove a J/V.  

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 

4-11-23 5258 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for construction debris in front of the house for over a week. OTR set for 4-25-23. 4-25-23 extended as owner in our record deceased and person occupying claims to be new owner and never received letter. Re-check 5-2-23. 5-2-23 Progress made pile almost completely gone extend to 5-9-23. 5-9-23 Abated.    

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23. 

5-16-23 4837 Station Hill Rd. Notice of violation written for fence issues. OTR set for 6-27-23 
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

1-10-23 6333 Rte. 233 Patrick Heating. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-31-23. 1-31-23 some violations abated, extended to complete the rest. 5-2-23 two of four violations abated, coordinating with third party agencies to complete remaining violations. 

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

4-4-23 6201 Rte. 233 Burdick's Paving and Excavating. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 8-29-23. This includes property maintenance on building and exterior clean-up in the rear. 

4-10-23 5540 Rte. 233 Spaven Woodworking. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 4-25-23. 5-2-23 owner has fire extinguishers set for inspection this week. 5-9-23 Abated. 

4-11-23 5319 Rte. 233 Stewarts Shops. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 5-16-23. 5-16-23 Abated. 

5-16-23 5325 Rte. 233 Apex. No Violations. 

5-24-23 6168 Rte. 233  MBCI. No Violations. 

5-24-23 7296 W Main St. Circle K. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 6-13-23. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in May: 

[image: image1.emf]
Supervisor Eisnor inquired about the business selling equipment on Station Rd. Codes Officer Fox stated that Codes Officer Baron is handling the file.
Councilperson Rundle mentions that there are several outdated complaints on the codes report, and many unresolved.  He addresses one complaint dated November 2022 that has not been updated since. Codes Officer Fox states that the file is in progress.

Supervisor Eisnor says he received a call regarding a controlled burn on Skinner Rd, and asked if there is any ordinance in place.  Codes Officer Fox and Attorney Mattacola both indicated that there is no town law to prevent it.
Supervisor Eisnor inquired if Codes Officer Fox will be present to meet with Justice Hart regarding changes to codes enforcement procedure on Tuesday, June 20 at 5:00pm. The Codes Officer responded that he will be available.
Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for May:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a Numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Hydrant flushing will be performed starting late June in all 3 water districts.

Tindall Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a few UFPO dig requests,

· Tindall Water project is to begin on Monday June 12th. Working with Murphy Excavating to make sure all water lines are marked out.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & annual sampling requirements – no issues.

Other

· Attended the 44th annual Technical Training Workshop & Exhibition in Lake Placid
· Trainee Richard Rados finished his 6-month probationary period and is now a certified Class C Water Operator. He will be attending his Class D (Distribution) training in August so he will be able to work in the Tindal & Spencer Water Districts. 

8)  Reading Center Report: By Sarah Klein

      No report submitted.
9)  Attorney’s Report:  By Gregory A. Mattacola, Esq.

      No report submitted. 
10)  Town Clerk’s Report: Town Clerk’s Report: By Jody Burdick and Anna Storey

In May, the Town Clerk’s office sold four (4) new dog licenses,  renewed forty-six (46) individual dog licenses and one purebred license for $466.00.  Of that, $104.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $362.00. 

On May 31, 2023, seven (7) late notices were sent out for dogs due in April 2023.  Renewal notices for forty-three (43) dogs due in June were sent out on May 30, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $220.00 in the month of May. $207.84 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $12.16.

One (1) marriage license was issued in May for $40.00,  $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town’s commission was $17.50

Two (2) certified copies were issued for $20.00.

Eleven (11) building permits were issued for $1,963.10, one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00 and one (1) ZBA referrals for $150.00.  One (1) fire inspection payment was received for $50.00. 

Thirteen (13) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:

1. Hugh Jones- Eureka Road Solar monthly report.

2. Comp Alliance- May Newsletter

3. Association of Towns- May/June Newsletter

4. Aged To Perfection – Solicitation Letter

5. Rome Environmental Solutions Pre-Demolition Survey

6. Westmoreland Town Board letter to Anthony Picente

7. Westmoreland Town Board letter to residents re: Tindall Water Project

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justices 
Court Funds April 2023
              $   11,632.00

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk
May 2023


$     2,123.32

3. Oneida County


Sales Tax


$ 517,483.95

4. Oneida County


Traffic Diversion

$     3,383.33

5. Charter Communications

Franchise Fee


$   20,079.83

6. Facteau



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

7. Munn



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

8. Pryputiewicz


Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

9. Daws



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

10. Bliss 



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

11. Roorda



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

12. Hertline



Pavilion Rental


$          75.00

Councilperson Rundle complimented the Westmoreland Days event that took place June 9-11. He thinks next year there should be additional advertising that is not online only. He also said the parade attendance was high.
Supervisor Eisnor agreed and stated the Westmoreland Days was well-run and organized.  He hopes the fire department will be more involved in subsequent years.
Councilperson Hebbard reports that the Kids’ Summer Camp at the Town Park will be running from July 11- Aug 17.  They are discussing expanding upon the program. 
Councilperson Hebbard reports that the Little League concession program has raised enough money to cover expenses for the season.
Councilperson Hebbard advises on the process of switching homes in Tindall Manor from the old water pipe to the new pipe. There will be a short interruption in water service while this is completed, in case any residents should inquire.

Councilperson Donley suggests sending a thank-you note to Kara Smith for her efforts in organizing the Westmoreland Days event. He mentions the possibility of forming a recreation committee for residents who are interested and have ideas.

Supervisor Eisnor said the new roof is going up on the Reading Center quickly.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked County Executive Picente for the contribution of $400,000 toward the Tindall Water Project, and expresses his optimism that eventually the County will take over Tindall Water District. 
Supervisor Eisnor is waiting on Murphy Excavating’s report, to determine which other lines in the Tindall Water District may contain asbestos.

The Attorney reviewed both the ditching and mowing agreements and found them to be acceptable.

62 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to accept the ditching and mowing agreements.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor states that the permits for Tindall Water Project are finally complete and the project was begun on June 12, 2023.
Councilperson Hebbard announced the application has been submitted for the Little League fields in Lowell.

Supervisor Eisnor reports that the Westmoreland Fire District is using the pool for practice drills. It should be two to three weeks until demolition will commence on the property. Councilperson Hebbard says there may be some items in the pool building that can be salvaged for use in the park.

Supervisor Eisnor reports that the Thruway Authority owes $21,000.00 in unpaid water bills.  The gas station on the property is metered, but there is currently no meter on the construction site of the travel plaza.  Water Plant Operator Ted Flint will shut off the water to the site as of Sunday, June 18, if the bill remains unpaid.
Supervisor Eisnor states that the Planning/ZBA has completed and submitted their review and suggested modification of laws, regulations, processes and fees associated with application for large-scale (tier 3) solar array projects.  He would like the board to meet this month to discuss and they set a date of June 27, 2023, 5:00pm.
Supervisor Eisnor needs to move $2,500.00 from A1990.400 (Contingent Account) to A1920.400 (Municipal Association Dues) to Cover Oriskany Creek Watershed Dues.
63 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve the above stated budget modification.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that he received a letter of resignation from Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, effective June 13, 2023, as she is retiring from the City of Oneida as their assessor.
64 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to accept the resignation of Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
65 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to appoint Holly Osterhoudt as Sole Assessor, effective June 20, 2023.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
66 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

67 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Donley, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and place on file the minutes of the May 8 , 2023 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.

68 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Highway fund, vouchers #106 through #129, which total $38,092.28  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

69 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Spencer Water District

vouchers #10 - 11

which totals
$  333.38
Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #32 - #35
 
which totals
$  878.09
Tindall Water District

vouchers #8 - 10
  
which totals
$  10,025.22
Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
70 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #160 through #202, which total $41,304.22.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held July 10, 2023 at 6:00pm and a Special meeting will be held June 27, 2023 to discuss the new solar law suggestions submitted by the Planning/ZBA.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

Charlene Hartman of the Westmoreland Historical Society requested that the board put stone in front of the Historical Society for a cleaner and lower maintenance landscaping.  
Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.

71 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:27pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

