Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

May 8. 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, May 8, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle, Kirk Donley & Burton Seymour. Also present were Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Building Inspector Patrick Baron, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, Devon Stewart & Kirsten Carter of NYS Office of Real Property Services, and nine (9) residents.  Absent from this meeting was Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  
Devon Stewart & Kirsten Carter of NYS Office of Real Property Services (ORPS) spoke about the role that the equalization rate plays on the tax base, and why the board may want to consider a revaluation of property.  Councilperson Seymour asked why the board would want to consider a revaluation if there is no town tax.  Ms. Stewart explained that the revaluation would affect county and school tax as well.  Councilperson Seymour then inquired how much would the approximate cost be per parcel, Ms. Stewart stated that it is variable based on who conducts the work, whether it is hired out or done by the assessor.  Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt stated that she received an estimate of $250,000 from GAR Associates.  Supervisor Eisnor commented that the housing market is currently so inflated that it may not be an ideal time to conduct a revaluation.  Ms. Stewart replied that the market is unpredictable, some towns have chosen to wait and others have moved forward.
Kara Smith addresses the board regarding the proposed Westmoreland Days event.  Some of her questions were pertaining the food truck, peddler’s permits, and electrical needs. Councilperson Seymour asks if there is a vendor planned for alcohol, Ms. Smith replied she has not found anyone at this time.  Supervisor Eisnor stated no alcohol should be served on town property. Councilperson asked if permits had been pulled for the parade. Discussion ensued. Supervisor Eisnor thanked Kara Smith for her updates.
Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Dept has been  notified by Mr. & Mrs. Rolewicz that they would like the Town to get a bulldozer and clean Wheelers Creek.  It is the creek that runs under Thieme Gulf Rd.  The Town Board has to make the decision as it does over flow 2-3 times per year.

· We have been waiting for permits to come back from the county so we can put up the flashing speed sign.  We sent them in 3 weeks ago.

· We started paving.  The weather hasn’t been good to us.  

· Brush pick will occur all this month.

· Sal Granato sent two vacuum trucks to clean up Main Street, Clark Mills and Route 233.

Councilperson Seymour mentions the new speed signs and says the look great.  Highway Superintendent Young stated that we are still awaiting permits to place them on county roads.  Four signs are assembled at this time.  Supervisor Eisnor indicated that in regard to Mr. & Mrs. Rolewicz’s request, that the town will is not allowed under municipal law to perform any work on private property.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· Grievance day is May 23, at the Town Hall from 4-8 pm. If you wish to file a grievance, please return the application to the assessment office by May 19 with all supporting documentation. This year's assessment changes will be mailed out in the beginning of May. Please call if you have any questions, 315-853-8001, ext.8

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report:  
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled.

9-13-22 spoke with owner and sent letter giving final date of 9-20-22 to pull demolition permit.

9-20-22 Demo permit in place.  

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull bldg. permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

10-11-22 6151 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure and junked vehicles with an OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year. 3-28-23 Spoke with the owner for the first time. At this time our office has determined that the building is legal. The owner states he owned all the vehicles on the property. He will be working to move unregistered vehicles and vehicles he is working on as a hobby into the garage. Our office determined he is zoned R-3 so only one unregistered vehicle is allowed to be visible on the property.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 4-25-23 Recreational vehicle still there. Court paperwork for owner mailed for court date of 5-31-23.

3-2-23 5517 Jenkins Rd. Fire report in hand from 2-23-23 fire. 3-3-23 violation notice written. 3-7-23 building placarded unfit/unsafe. OTR to pull a demolition permit is set for 3-31-23. 4-25-23 Demo permit issued. 

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023.

3-16-23  6700 Daily Rd. violation notice written for J/D  in the yard with an OTR set for May 1, 2023. 5-2-23 progress made on clean up extend until 5-16-23.  

3-21-23 7025 Fairway Drive complaint of people living in a camper/trailer unfounded at this time, will leave case open for further investigation. Verbal warning to owner to clean up J/D and remove a J/V.  

4-11-23 4727 French Rd. Notice of violation written for dilapidated fence around rear yard with an in-ground pool. OTR set for 5-2-23. 5-2-23 violation abated. 

4-11-23 4718 French Rd. Notice of violation written for property maintenance on house and junk and debris in the yard. OTR set for 6-13-23. 

4-11-23 5258 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written for construction debris in front of the house for over a week. OTR set for 4-25-23. 4-25-23 extended as owner in our record deceased and person occupying claims to be new owner and never received letter. Re-check 5-2-23. 5-2-23 Progress made pile almost completely gone extend to 5-9-23.   

4-18-23 6791 W Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for garbage, house, accessory structures and junked vehicle. OTR set for 6-13-23.  

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
1-10-23 6333 Rte. 233 Patrick Heating. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-31-23. 1-31-23 some violations abated, extended to complete the rest. 5-2-23 two of four violations abated, coordinating with third party agencies to complete remaining violations. 

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. Tenant has paperwork for zoning/planning in hand.  

4-4-23 6201 Rte. 233 Burdick's Paving and Excavating. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 8-29-23. This includes property maintenance on building and exterior clean-up in the rear. 

4-4-23 5549 Rte. 233 R B Humphrey's. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 5-2-23. 5-2-23 violations abated.  

4-10-23 5610 Rte 233 Whitestown Automotive. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 4-25-23. 4-25-23 Abated.

4-10-23 5540 Rte. 233 Spaven Woodworking. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 4-25-23. 5-2-23 owner has fire extinguishers set for inspection this week. 

4-11-23 5353 Rte. 233 Five Star Landscaping. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 4-25-23. 4-25-23 Abated.  

4-11-23 5319 Rte. 233 Stewarts Shops. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 5-16-23.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in April. 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

4/4/23 2023-10 Decker  Sarah 5924 Bartlett Rd 289.000-1-82.1 Deck $25.00

4/4/23 2023-11 Kowena John 4889 State Rt 233 314.000-1-36 Demo/Partial $50.00

4/4/23 2023-9995 Seymour Burton 4852 St. Route 233 314.000-1-38 Site Plan Rev $150.00

4/4/23 2023-12 Jasewicz Edward 7569 Humphrey Rd 303-000-1-16.14 Septic $75.00

4/7/23 2023-13 Seymour Burton 4852 St. Route 233 314.000-1-38 150'x80' Pole Barn Truss ID $640.00

4/18/23 2023-9994 Schrock William 4901 St. Route 233 314.000-1-34.1 Site Plan Mod $150.00

4/18/23 2023-14 LaGuardia Vincent 7395 St. Rt. 5  327.000-6-436 Demo Porch $50.00

4/25/23 2023-15 Vollmer Raymond 5369 Eureka Rd 302.000-1-34 Pole Barn $240.00

4/25/23 2023-9993 Chmura Kristin 6506 St. Rt. 5 325.000-1-37.1 Special Permit $25.00

4/25/23 2023-16 Pastorella Jeff 6623 Lowell Rd 301-000-2-14.16 IG Pool/Fence $80.00

4/25/23 2023-17 St. Peter  Stephen 5517 Jenkins Rd 301.000-1-13.6 Demo/Family $50.00

$1,535.00


Councilperson Hebbard remarks that the codes report never seems to decrease and complaints never seem to be resolved or even given timely updates.

Supervisor Eisnor asked Codes Enforcement Office Patrick Baron for an update on the ZBA progress with developing the new solar law.  Baron said it should be forthcoming soon.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for May:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a Numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Working with the Thruway Authority in regards to placement of new water lines and meters for the new restaurant being built. 

· Hydrant flushing will be performed starting late June in all 3 water districts.

Tindall Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a few UFPO dig requests,

· Working with Delta Engineering & Murphy Excavating on the Tindal Water project. Looks like an early July start date.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

Reading Center Report: 

· Mid-York is updating their report system so we do not have a circulation report for the month of April yet, they will be sending over soon and we can include it in next month's agenda notes.

· In April we offered to take and make crafts.

We are planning to participate in the Westmoreland Days coming up in June with having a book sale during that Saturday's festivities. 
Attorney Mattacola stated that we are wrapping up the decommissioning bond for Citizen’s Solar. 

The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:

In April, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses and renewed twenty-six (26) individual dog licenses for $246.00.  Of that, $41.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $205.00. 

On April 20, 2023, ten (10) late notices were sent out for dogs due in March 2023.  Renewal notices for fifty-five (55) dogs due in May were sent out on April 26, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $60.00 in the month of April. $56.68 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $3.32.

There were no marriage licenses issued in March.

Thirteen (13) certified copies were issued for $130.00.

Eight (8) building permits were issued for $1,160.00, one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00 and two (2) ZBA referrals for $300.00.  Five (5) fire inspection payments were received for $250.00. 

Eleven (11) permanent handicapped parking permits and one (1) temporary handicapped parking permit were issued or renewed during the month.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Anna Storey, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. MVEDD-Board of Directors meeting-May 31, 2023

2. Hugh Jones- Eureka Road Solar monthly report.

3. NYS Low Income Water Assistance Program.

4. NYS Department of Transportation- unregistered sign notification.

5. Comp Alliance- newsletter.

6. Association of Towns- newsletter.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justices 
Court Funds March 2023
$11,872.00

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk
March 2023


$  1,074.46

3. Oneida County






$       16.67

4. Oneida County


2022 Mowing Adj.

$     907.75

5. Clark Mills Fire District 
               Fuel



$     456.59

6. Easy Riders


Fuel



$     121.62

Councilperson Donley inquires if the summer youth program at the park is still on.  Councilperson Hebbard said they will start at the earliest the second week of July.
Councilperson Seymour says he attended the Watershed Commission meeting and found it interesting and informative.

Councilperson Hebbard says that the Little League opening weekend was a success, clean-up was done well, enrollment in the program is up fifty percent over last year, and he is happy with the new leadership in place. Councilperson Hebbard also mentions the progress at the Lowell field and that a grant application is in the works for $150,000.00
Councilperson Rundle inquires if there is a start date for the Tindall Water Project and Supervisor Eisnor states it will be after July 4th.

Supervisor Eisnor states that he attempted  to contact County Executive Anthony Picente to discuss additional funding to continue the replacement of water lines either north or south on French Rd. There was no response from the County Executive.
Supervisor Eisnor received quotes to replace the Reading Center roof.  Shane Andrews entered the lowest bid at $12,250: overlay of shingles.  Any plywood that needs to be replaced would be an additional cost.

50 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Donley to accept the quote of Shane Andrews to apply new shingles to the Reading center for the amount of $12,250 plus any additional cost for plywood. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor received reports from Delta Engineering regarding Burt Seymour Sr.’s request to extend the water lines on Seymour Lane.  Mr. Seymour indicated that there would be no more than twenty-two (22) homes which Delta Engineering feels our current wells can accommodate.  Should there be any future development, the town would have to find a new water source.  Mr. Seymour has agreed to uncover the last installed hydrant, for Water Plant Operator Ted Flint to inspect.  Any hydrant connections to be installed from this point on, are to be inspected by the Water Plant Operator before they are covered.  Unless Water Plant Operator Ted Flint is fully involved with the process, the town will not take over the water extension.
52 A motion was advanced by Supervisor Eisnor, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve  an extension of 2,000 feet to the existing Seymour water line.  This motion is contingent upon a maximum of twenty-two (22) homes, and mandatory inspection by the Water Plant Operator of any new hydrants installed, prior to covering. Councilperson Seymour abstained from the vote. All remaining Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
In conjunction with the above motion, Mr. Seymour was notified that the construction of a new road must meet Town of Westmoreland Highway standards, must be supervised by the Highway Superintendent, and that the town must be notified before Mr. Seymour begins any work.
Supervisor Eisnor brought up the subject of the pool.  He has received a quote from Seymour Excavating of $8500.00 for demolition and $7500.00 to fill with dirt, totaling $16,000.00. 
53 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to declare the pool closed.  Furthermore, to award demolition to Seymour Excavating.  Councilperson Seymour abstained from the vote. All remaining Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Discussion turned a possible revaluation.  Councilperson Seymour inquired what would be the benefit to the town of conducting a reassessment.  Sole Assessor Osterhoudt replied that the county tax would be redistributed more fairly amongst taxpayers, and the STAR discounts would then be at 100%.  Supervisor Eisnor expressed concern that the volatile housing market could reflect negatively on a re-val at this time.  Discussion continued and ultimately the board decided to wait.
Discussion commenced regarding the Westmoreland Days.  The board is concerned that the fire department has declined to be involved, and feel the event should be limited to one day.  Kara Smith, the initiator of the Westmoreland Days, stated that would be impossible since the event has already been advertised as three.  After some discussion and suggestions, the Board agreed to allow three days, and pay for fireworks, a band, and provide use of the highway garage for a vendor fair.  
54 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve Westmoreland Days. All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
55 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

56 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of the April 10 , 2023 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.
57 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Highway fund, vouchers #89 through #105, which total $41,982.12.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

58 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #120 through #159, which total $144,011.76.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
59 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #7
  

which totals
$  25.00


Spencer Water District

voucher #9


which totals
$  25.00
Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #25 through #31
which totals
$  1,342.30

Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held June 12, 2023 at 6:00pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. 

Councilperson Hebbard thanked Burt Seymour for installing the new backboards at the Town Park.  The process was much more involved than originally anticipated.
Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.
60 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:15pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

