Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

March 20. 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, March 20, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Kirk Donley, Burton Seymour, and Randy Rundle. Also present is Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, and six (6) residents.  Absent from this meeting was Councilperson Charles Hebbard.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  There being no one, wanting to address the board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· Things are going well in the Highway Department.

· Burt Jr. and myself figured out where the new flashing signs will go.  We are getting the material to put them up.

· We will begin paving road in May.

· Our equipment has held up very well this winter.  We did have to buy a new motor for the screener, it’s a Deutz 48 horse with 1,800 hours.

Councilperson Seymour asked how many hours were on the motor that broke, Highway Superintendent could not recall.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· Grievance day is May 23, at the Town Hall from 4-8 pm. If you wish to file a grievance, please return the application to the assessment office by May 19 with all supporting documentation. This year's assessment changes will be mailed out in the beginning of May. Please call if you have any questions, 315-853-8001, ext.8

Supervisor Eisnor asked the Assessor to explain a re-val process to the board.  Assessor Osterhoudt stated that our equalization rate is going down every year, due to homes selling above their assessed value.  A re-val will equal everything out, and makes exemptions more equitable.  Assessor Osterhoudt spoke with GAR Associates, a company that will send out questionnaires, take aerial shots and measurements of every house. It will cost the town $225,000 to $250,000.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report:  
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advise how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remains along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled.

9-13-22 spoke with owner and sent letter giving final date of 9-20-22 to pull demolition permit.

9-20-22 Demo permit in place.  

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull bldg permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

9-20-22  6385 Rte. 26  Junk and Debris. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 11-8-22.

11-8-22 Some progress made. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 

12-6-22 Some progress made. Still junk and debris left to remove. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

3-7-23 Violations abated at this time.    

10-11-22 6151 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure and junked vehicles with an OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

2-21-23 7327 E Main St. Notice of Violation written for junk and debris with an OTR set for 3-7-23. 3-7-23 Violations abated at this time. 

3-2-23 5517 Jenkins Rd. Fire report in hand from 2-23-23 fire. 3-3-23 violation notice written. 3-7-23 building placarded unfit/unsafe. OTR to pull a demolition permit is set for 3-31-23.   

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
12-20-22  5211 Rte. 233  Hot off the Bricks Pizzeria. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-17-23. Part coming in a couple weeks.

3-7-23 Violations abated at this time.   

1-10-23 6333 Rte. 233 Patrick Heating. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-31-23. 1-31-23 some violations abated, extended to complete the rest.

2-13-23 5475 Rte. 233 Antiques & Art. No Violations.

2-13-23 5475 Rte. 233 Greater Heights Tree Care. No Violations.

2-13-23 5475 Rte. 233 Mel's Merch. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 2-28-23. 2-28-23 Abated.

2-13-23 5475 Rte. 233 Paige Realty. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 2-28-23. 2-28-23 not complete. 3-7-23 Abated. 

2-13-23 5475 Rte. 233 Scott's Welding and Ag Repair. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 2-28-23. 2-28-23 not complete. 3-7-23 Abated. 

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit, business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in February. [image: image1.emf]Month Feb-23          Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report 

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

2/14/23 2023-003 York Mark 6163 Dix Road 273.000-1-10 deck $25.00

2/21/23 2023-004 Ferguson Chris 5621 Boyd Road 287.000-1-48.3 Int. Alerations $75.00

2/28/23 2023-005 Methodist Church 7286 W. Main Street 302.004-1-35 Cell upgrades $50.00

$150.00


Supervisor Eisnor referred the new storage facility on Rte. 233 to Codes Officer, and he will be issuing a notice.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for December:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a two UFPO dig requests 

· Working with Gartner Equipment in replacing one of our chlorinators which has a bearing going. This will be sent out for repairs when the new one is installed on 3/15.

· Working with Town Supervisor & Delta Engineering in regards to Seymour water extension. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Working with Delta Engineering & Murphy Excavating on water line replacement. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

There was no Reading Center report.
Attorney Mattacola said that we have reached a final agreement on the Skenandoah property assessment case. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerks Report. 

The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In February, the Town Clerk’s office sold seven (7) new dog licenses and renewed thirty-nine (39) individual dog licenses for $326.00.  Of that, $54.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $272.00. 

On February 8, 2023, fourteen (14) late notices were sent out for dogs due in January 2023.  Renewal notices for thirty-three (33) dogs due in March were sent out on February 27, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $45.00 in the month of February. $42.51 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $2.49.

There were no marriage licenses issued in February.

Eleven (11) certified copies were issued for $110.00.

Three (3) building permits were issued for $150.00, and two (2) fire inspection payments were received for $100.00.

Sixteen (16) permanent handicapped parking permits and one (1) temporary permit were issued or renewed during the month.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Anna Storey, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Environmental Facilities Corporation – Water Infrastructure Workshop

2. Thank You card from Stanwix VFD for Lillian Rundle Donation

3. NY Rural Water Assoc. – PFAS Cost Recovery Update

4. Mohawk Valley Economic Development District, Inc.

5. Eureka Road Solar – Monthly Report

Checks Received:

1. County of Oneida – Sales Tax



$480,363.27

2. County of Oneida – Traffic Diversion


$50.00

3. County of Oneida – Snow Payment Nov/Dec 2022

$77,462.00

4. County of Oneida – Snow Payment Jan 2023 

$38,731.00

5. County of Oneida – Mortgage Tax Sept 2022 

$71,776.74

6. Westmoreland Town Justices Court Funds Jan 2023
$11,576.00

7. Camelot Partners LLC – Water SW5-001


$9,000.00

8. Camelot Partners LLC – Water SW5-001


$5,372.25

9. Camelot Partners LLC – Water SW5-001


$9,000.00

10. Westmoreland Fire District – NYS Annual Assessment 
$1,003.16

11. Westmoreland Fire District – WC Pymt to B. Szarek     
$3,484.00

12. Westmoreland Fire District – Bill for Dec. 2022            
$999.05

Councilperson Seymour stated he’s been receiving numerous calls regarding dirt bikes and four-wheelers on the roads. He will call the sheriff about these issues.
Councilperson Donley spoke of the planning board’s efforts on creating a new solar law, and at what point will it be ready to come before the board for approval. 

Planning Board/ZBA Co-Chair Roger Potenski stated that they are working on regulations for the town, making an ordinance and the goal is to have it before the board for approval before the moratorium ends. Attorney Mattacola says they may have 3-6 months after the deadline to decide, but after a year it could be difficult.
Councilperson Rundle says they are getting ready to open the park for the season, and asks if the board is satisfied with the rental fees that were discussed at a prior meeting, and the board said yes.


Supervisor Eisnor brought up the Watershed Commission and the cost for the town to join.  Board members discussed the dues, and ultimately concluded that they would be willing to join for $2500.00 a year, but not more.

33 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to join the Watershed 

Commission at $2500.00 per year.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

34 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

35 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Supervisor, to approve and place on file the minutes of February 13, 2022 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.
36 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Highway fund, vouchers #43 through #64, which total $97,205.79.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

37 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #53 through #98, which totals $28,610.11.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members  voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
38 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #12 through #
18
which totals

$  51,542.11

Spencer Water District

voucher #4 through #5

which totals

$  51.56

Tindall Water District

voucher #3 through #4
  
which totals

$  8,763.36


Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held April, 10 2023 at 6:00pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to speak to the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.
40 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Donley seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 6:41pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

