Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

April 10. 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, April 10, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Charles Hebbard and Randy Rundle. Also present is Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Deputy Town Clerk Anna Storey, and three (3) residents.  Absent from this meeting were Councilpersons Kirk Donley & Burton Seymour.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  Richard Steixner of Lowell Rd stated that two years ago he sold a piece of land, everything was filed, but he is still receiving a tax bill on the property. Mr. Steixner is concerned because he just sold a second parcel of land. Sole Assessor Osterhoudt said she is aware of this issue and she will look into it at the county level.

Supervisor Eisnor reconvened the meeting and asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Dept. completed their Compliance Safety Seminar April 4th, 2023.

· We have swept all of the town roads and intersections.  Guys are now picking garbage on town roads.

· Highway guys have also been cleaning up cemeteries.

· Asking for Board signatures on 284 Agreement.

Highway Superintendent Young presented the board with his 284 Agreement (agreement to spend highway funds) and asked for approval.  The Highway Superintendent plans to pave the following:
· Merriman Rd. 1815 ft

· County Seat Rd. 750 ft

· West Carter Rd. 7000 ft

· Martin Dr. 1512 ft

· Creekside Dr. 1500 ft

· Stop Seven Rd. (short end) 1600 ft

for a total of $511,558. The Town Board reviewed the contract.

41 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve the 2023 Agreement to spend Highway Funds.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor said the Highway Department will need another garage door.  A quote of $6300.00 was received from Overhead Door and requires 50% down payment.

42 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve the purchase of a garage door.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Discussion turned to the solar-powered radar speed signs.  Superintendent Young indicated that he and Councilperson Seymour determined they will be placed in the following locations:

· Cooper St.

· East Main St.

· East South St.

· Creaser Rd.

Supervisor Eisnor added that several complaints have been received regarding Lowell Rd, and requested a sign be placed there as well.

42 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve the location of the speed signs.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· Grievance day is May 23, at the Town Hall from 4-8 pm. If you wish to file a grievance, please return the application to the assessment office by May 19 with all supporting documentation. This year's assessment changes will be mailed out in the beginning of May. Please call if you have any questions, 315-853-8001, ext.8

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report:  
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

3-28-23  Spoke with owner, planning on sending a work crew in to clean up rest of debris, repair yard, and repair exterior conditions of the house in the end of May.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled.

9-13-22 spoke with owner and sent letter giving final date of 9-20-22 to pull demolition permit.

9-20-22 Demo permit in place.  

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull bldg permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

10-11-22 6151 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure and junked vehicles with an OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year. 

3-28-23 Spoke with the owner for the first time. At this time our office has determined that the building is legal. The owner states he owned all the vehicles on the property. He will be working to move unregistered vehicles and vehicles he is working on as a hobby into the garage. Our office determined he is zoned R-3 so only one unregistered vehicle is allowed to be visible on the property.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23. 1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. (Was removed from list accidentally) This is still on going as of 4-4-23. 

3-2-23 5517 Jenkins Rd. Fire report in hand from 2-23-23 fire. 3-3-23 violation notice written. 3-7-23 building placarded unfit/unsafe. OTR to pull a demolition permit is set for 3-31-23. 

3-9-23 4958 Jenkins Rd. Fire. 3-16-23 violation notice written. Damage to second floor area walls, bathroom and ceilings. 1st floor not damaged. Vent hole in roof over kitchen area needs to be repaired. OTR set for May 31, 2023.

3-16-23  6700 Daily Rd. violation notice written for J/D  in the yard with an OTR set for May 1, 2023. 

3-21-23 7025 Fairway Drive complaint of people living in a camper/trailer unfounded at this time, will leave case open for further investigation. Verbal warning to owner to clean up J/D and remove a J/V.   

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
1-10-23 6333 Rte. 233 Patrick Heating. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-31-23. 1-31-23 some violations abated, extended to complete the rest.

2-21-23 5475 Rte. 233 The Living Fossil. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure. Bathroom built without a permit; business space created without zoning planning approval. Site Plan review required by March 7, 2023. Spoke with owner, tenant has to come talk to Pat within the next two weeks. 

4-4-23 6201 Rte. 233 Burdick's Paving and Excavating. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 8-29-23. This includes property maintenance on building and exterior clean-up in the rear. 

4-4-23 5549 Rte. 233 R B Humphrey's. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 5-2-23. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in March. 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

2/14/23 2023-003 York Mark 6163 Dix Road 273.000-1-10 deck $25.00

3/16/23 2023-9998 Allen Tim 4754 St. Rte 233 315.000-1-80.4 Site Plan Mod $150.00

3/21/23 2023-007 Paxhia Joseph 6848 Lowell Rd 302.000-2-45 Permit Renewal $20.00

3/21/23 2023-008 Pritchard Linda 5281 Furnace Street 302.004-2-7 Septic Repair $75.00

3/28/23 2023-009 Majka Dvid 7395 E. Main St 303.003-1-4 Porch w/Roof $25.00

3/28/23 2023-9997 Rosati Paul 5475 St. Rte. 233 302.000-1-51 Site Plan Mod $150.00

3/28/23 2023-9996 Bechtel Scott 4805 St. Rte. 233 314.000-1-56.10 Site Plan Mod $150.00

$595.00


Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for April:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a Numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Worked with Gartner Equipment in replacing one of our chlorinators which had a bearing going. This was sent out for repairs.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Working with Delta Engineering & Murphy Excavating on the Tindal Water project. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

There was no Reading Center report.
Attorney Mattacola stated that all the pool issues have been resolved. Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerks Report. 

The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

Town Clerk’s Report:

In March, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog licenses and renewed thirty-nine (39) individual dog licenses for $318.00.  Of that, $53.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $265.00. 

On March 9, 2023, seventeen (17) late notices were sent out for dogs due in February 2023.  Renewal notices for thirty-eight (38) dogs due in April were sent out on March 30, 2023.

DECALS sales totaled $385.00 in the month of March. $380.54 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $4.46.

There were no marriage licenses issued in March.

One (1) certified copy was issued for $10.00.

Three (3) building permits were issued for $70.00, and four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00. One (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00 and three (3) ZBA referrals for $450.00.
Nine (9) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Anna Storey, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Hamilton College – Triathlon Information 
2. Napoli Shkolnik PLLC – March Update on Water Civil Suit
3. NY Rural Water Assoc. – PFAS Cost Recovery Update

4. Mohawk Valley Economic Development District, Inc. Newsletter
5. Eureka Road Solar – Monthly Report from Hugh Jones
Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justices Court Funds Feb. 2023
$9,363.00

2. Westmoreland Town Clerk – Feb. 2023


$640.49
3. Westmoreland Fire District – WC Tail Claims

$1200.00
4. Westmoreland Fire District – WC Annual Insurance Bill
$40,830.00
5. Westmoreland Fire District – Bill for Jan. 2023             
$1438.24

6. Bank of Utica - Interest




$1375.89

7. Charter Communications
- Franchise Fee


$20,339.70

8. NYS Municipal WC Alliance – 2022 Loyalty Award

$994.00

9. Westmoreland Central School – Fuel Jan. 2023

$15,663.94

10. Clark Mills Fire District - 
Fuel



$1425.75
11. COCVAC – Fuel





$4,143.43

12. Burr- Pavilion Rental 




$125.00

13. Jennings – Pavilion Rental  



$75.00

14. Jennings – Pavilion Rental  



$75.00

15. Clark – Pavilion Rental  




$75.00
16. Hall – Culvert





$300.00
Councilperson Hebbard spoke briefly about opening the town park, which will depend heavily on the weather.  Councilperson Rundle agreed to do a safety inspection on the playground prior to opening at Councilperson Hebbard’s request.
Councilperson Hebbard plans to speak to Burt Seymour, Sr. this coming week to find out when he will erect the backboards at the new basketball court.  If Mr. Seymour is not available within the next week, Josh Hays has offered to do the work for the same price.  

Councilperson Hebbard asked the Highway Superintendent if he would take the loader to the town park to move the infield mix closer to the field.  

Councilperson Hebbard mentioned that the Little League will be applying for a grant to refurbish the Lowell Field with the Town as co-owner. 
Councilperson Hebbard received a call from Scott Tarkowski requesting to retrieve his personal belongings & the pump from the pool property, as well as the chlorine which will be donated to Clinton Pool. Supervisor Eisnor stated Seymour Excavating hired a company to check for asbestos at the pool.  No report has been received at this time, however, the inspector verbally indicated there is little to no asbestos present.  Supervisor Eisnor is waiting for the quote from Seymour Excavating for demolition if the pool & building.
43 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to declare the Westmoreland Pool closed.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that the Tindall Water Project is moving along, and that letters need to be sent to all affected residents. Councilperson Hebbard offered to hand deliver said letters.  Supervisor Eisnor contacted County executive Picente’s office to request additional funds for replacement of water lines on French Rd North or South. There has been no response as of this time.  
Supervisor Eisnor advised the board that Westmoreland Days has been scheduled for June 9th & 10th.  The next meeting of the committee will be held April 26th 6:30pm at Westmoreland Golf Course.

Supervisor Eisnor notifies the board that the Watershed Committee meeting will be held April 23, 2023 at 4:30pm at Westmoreland Town Hall.

Supervisor Eisnor said that the survey has been completed at the Lowell Little League field.  It was determined that the town owns 8.8 acres of land.  

44 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

45 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and place on file the minutes of March 20, 2022 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and motion was declared carried.
46 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Highway fund, vouchers #99 through #119, which total $23,032.31.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

47 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

voucher #5 through #6
  
which totals
$  334.03

Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #19 through #
24
which totals
$  1,789.21

Spencer Water District

voucher #6 through #8

which totals
$  1,689.13
Camelot Water District

voucher #2
  

which totals
$  10,238.52

Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
48 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #67 through #84, excluding vouchers #86 through #88, which totals $77,922.13.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held May 8, 2023 at 6:00pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor. Richard Steixner asked if the new speed signs will take a picture of the license plate, Supervisor Eisnor replied no, they only display the vehicle’s current speed.
Ronald Chapman asked if the signs would say “Stop Ahead.”  He added, numerous accidents have occurred between Moore & Daily roads, due to driver’s missing the stop sign. Supervisor Eisnor replied no, they only display the vehicle’s current speed.

Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.
49 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 6:34pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

