Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

January 9. 2023
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this regular meeting to order at 6:00 pm on Monday, January 9, 2023.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Kirk Donley, Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard. Also present is Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox and four (4) residents.  
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.

Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

1. Truck #8 blew right front steer tire and did damage to the fender.

2. Christmas decorations have all been taken down and put away.

3. The Highway Department has been picking up small piles of brush and Christmas trees.

4. The Highway Department would like to consider its next big purchase as it takes over a year or two before equipment arrives.  Possibly a loader or tractor with mowers on it.

Councilperson Seymour asked the Highway Superintendent if the damage to truck #8 was severe.  Superintendent Young replied that the fender and hood were damaged, but the truck is still usable. The new truck is expected in two (2) to three (3) weeks.
The Supervisor asked if the Christmas lights had been removed from the tree.  The Highway Superintendent replied that they had not.  Supervisor Eisnor asked if they could do that soon.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors Report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

· Time for exemption renewals! If you had a STAR exemption last year, you do not. need to do anything to renew it, New York State verifies your income and will contact you directly if there is a problem. 

· If you received a Senior exemption last year (also known as Aged All) you will receive a renewal form in the mail. If you feel you may be eligible and did not receive a form, stop into the assessment office and we will provide you with one.

· Agricultural exemptions need to be renewed yearly.

· Fireman’s exemptions need to be renewed yearly unless you are a lifetime member.  Please call if you have any questions, 315-853-8001, ext.8
Supervisor Eisnor referenced the STAR Exemption and how difficult the State is making it to apply.  Councilperson Hebbard asked if you had to re-apply for STAR.  Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt explained all the different STAR Exemptions available and which ones needed to be reapplied for.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Officer, Fred Fox submitted the following report:  
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

12-6-22 garage is down with a small pile of debris left to remove. 

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house.

11-15-22 Clean up progressing.  

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled.

9-13-22 spoke with owner and sent letter giving final date of 9-20-22 to pull demolition permit.

9-20-22 Demo permit in place.  

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull bldg. permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

9-20-22  6385 Rte. 26  Junk and Debris. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 11-8-22.

11-8-22 Some progress made. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 

12-6-22 Some progress made. Still junk and debris left to remove. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.   

10-11-22 6151 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unlawful structure and junked vehicles with an OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year.  

10-11-22 Greenway-Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for unsafe structure and junk and debris. Building placarded for unsafe structure (foundation wall). OTR set for 11-8-22. 11-8-22 No progress made. Preparing paperwork for court. 11-15-22 Court paperwork filed. Court date set for 12-7-22. 12-6-22 No contact with owner as of this date. 12-20-22 I have to file court paperwork after the 1st of the year. 

12-13-22 5074 Stop 7 Rd. Notice of violation written for living in and improper storage of a recreational vehicle in R-2 district. OTR set for 1-3-23.

1-3-23 Spoke with owner and we are extending time until 1-17-23 to make arrangements to move camper to the rear of the property. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
12-20-22  5211 Rte. 233  Hot off the Bricks Pizzeria. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-17-23. 

12-20-22  6506 Rte. 5  The Hodge Podge Place. Notice of violation written with an OTR date set for 1-10-23.

1-3-23 Violations abated. 
Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in December.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

12/6/22 2022-105 Gelling Heather 5021 Stop 7 Rd 315.0001-8.1 Addition/Trusses $110.00

12/20/22 2022-106 Moyer Jeffrey State Route 5 326.000-1-32.314 Sign $40.00

12/27/22 2022-107 TJ Allen Group LLC 4794 Route 233 315.000-1-81.2 Addition/Storage $5,760.00

$5,910.00


Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for December:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & end of year sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a few UFPO dig requests 

· Looking to set up our new Water Operator (Rick) with a Class D operator’s class. This is a requirement to be able to work in the Spencer Settlement/Tindal Corners water districts. I am in contact with Rural Water in regards to this matter.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & end of year sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed a couple UFPO dig request.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & end of year sampling requirements – no issues.
There was no Reading Center report.
Attorney Mattacola spoke of an ongoing assessment dispute regarding the Shenandoah Golf Course.  This dispute is finally nearing the end.  Attorney Mattacola stated he will reach out to the Assessor when everything is finalized. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerks Report. 

The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In December, the Town Clerk’s office sold four (4) new dog licenses and renewed twenty-six (26) individual dog licenses for $257.00.  Of that, $42.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $215.00. 

On December 22, 2022, twenty-two (22) late notices were sent out for dogs due in November 2022.  Renewal notices for fifty-seven (57) dogs due in January were sent out on December 27, 2022.

DECALS sales totaled $235.00 in the month of December  $232.41 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $2.59.

There were no marriage licenses issued in December.

Sixteen (16) certified copies were issued for $160.00.

Three (3) building permits were issued for $5,910.00, and two (2) fire inspection payments were received for $100.00.

Eight (8) permanent handicapped parking permits and two (2) temporary permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Communications Received:

1. Comp Alliance – loss control survey.

2. Notification of 2023 Minimum Wage.

3. Oneida County Solid Waste – 2023 Rate Schedule.

4. Tug Hill Commission – Local Government Conference.

5. Charter Communication – Rate Changes.

6. Comp Alliance – December Newsletter.

7. Microbac – notice of 2 to 8.5% rate increase.

8. O.C. Community Services – Memorial Day Flag Order.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Court

Court Funds-November


$      6,822.00

2. Town Clerk


December 2022



$      1,864.72

3. Charter Communications

Franchise Fees



$    20,574.73

4. Westmoreland CS


Fuel




$    15,703.57 

5. COCVAC 



Fuel




$      5,352.39

6. Stanwix Heights FD

October Fuel



 $           59.72

7. Clark Mills FD  


Fuel

                                    
 $         446.54

8. Westmoreland Fire District        
Fuel

                      
           
 $         863.77

9. Michael Hinman

            
Culvert Install
 

           
 $         300.00

10. Westmoreland Cemetery            
Fuel- Oct-Nov

                        
 $         276.11

11. Bank of Utica


Interest

                       

 $         497.38

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that he spoke with Delta Engineering about the Tindall Water Project.  Delta has been waiting for the OK from the Health Department.  The Supervisor advised Delta to get this out to bid, the Health Department will agree to the project while we are waiting on the bids.

The Supervisor stated that one of the Reading Center Clerks has been missing too much time.  Residents are complaining that the Reading Center is never open.  The Reading Center Clerk and the Supervisor will be interviewing possible replacements.

Supervisor Eisnor asked if any Board members had obtained any other quotes for the Town Hall Lights.  This issue will be tabled until the February meeting.

The Supervisor spoke of an article in the Sentinel regarding additional ARP funds that were distributed by the County.  The Supervisor spoke with the County Legislator who indicated there is still funding available.  He asked the Board members for suggestions of community projects or COVID related loss of income.
Supervisor Eisnor would like to schedule the Book Audit meeting for January 31, 2023 at 6:00pm.  All Board members 
are available except Councilperson Hebbard.

Discussion turned to the cost of renting a pavilion at the Town Park.  Several suggestions were offered and it was finally 

determined to set the rate at $75.00 for residents and $125.00 for non-residents.

The Supervisor advised the Board that if the Town of Westmoreland wanted to continue to give a tax exemption to 

Volunteer Firefighters and Volunteer Ambulance Personnel a local law would have to be enacted.

19 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to authorize the Town 

Attorney to draw up a Local Law which will continue the exemptions for volunteer Firefighters and volunteer 

Ambulance workers.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
20 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

21 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of December 13, 2022 Regular Meeting, December 27, 2022 Year End Meeting and January 3, 2023 Organizational Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and motion was declared carried.
22 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #1 through #18, which total $6,285.62.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried, 
23 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #1 through #2

which totals

$  167.22


Tindall Water District

voucher #1


which totals

$  125.00


Spencer Water District

voucher #1


Which totals

$  125.00


 Councilperson Donley seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

24 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #1 through #13, which totals $148,741.64.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members  voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held February 13, 2023 at 6:00pm and the Audit Meeting will be held January 31, 2023 at 6:00pm.

Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to speak to the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session.
25 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 6:31pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

