Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

October 10. 2022
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, October 10 2022.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle, Charles Hebbard and Kirk Donley .  Also present was Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Bookkeeper Diane Rolewicz and four (4) residents. Attorney Gregory Mattacola was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recesses the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session, and asked for the Highway report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Department put the base in for the basketball court, along with an extension on Town Park Parking Lot.

· Greater Heights Tree Care has been taking down dead trees on town roads.

· Jim March Stump Grinding ground 19 stumps.

· We have put up 12 No Parking signs on Seymour Lane.

· Our new stacker has arrived.

· Also completed the ground work for the new building for Snowmobile club along with changing 3 culvers on Creekside Drive.

Highway Superintendent Young asked the Board to approve the 2022 - 2024 Snow & Ice agreement.  Supervisor Eisnor was under the impression that they didn’t want to sign the agreement until payment was made for the ditching. Highway Superintendent replied that the check for the ditching will be mailed today.  Highway Superintendent told the Board that this contract is a two-year contract where $300.00 additional dollars will be paid per mile in 2023, and another $100 per mile in 2024.
Councilperson Hebbard thank  you to the Highway Department for work on the basketball court at the town park.  The Supervisor added that the area designated for the EZ Riders pole barn also looks good.

Councilperson Seymour notified the Highway Superintendent that EV Roofing has removed six (6) no parking signs in front of his business and asked the Highway Superintendent what he wanted to do.  A short discussion ensued.  The Highway Superintendent and the Town Board agreed that three (3) signs should be put back up, and EV Roofing is to bring three (3) signs back to the Highway Garage.

103 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to authorize the Supervisor and the Highway Superintendent to sign the 2022 – 2024 Snow & Ice Agreement.  All Board Members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:
· If you have any changes to your address or names to add or delete, be sure and contact the Assessment office so that the changes are made

· I am still out and about taking photos related to building permits or just because an updated photo of your property may be needed. If you see me, please feel free to ask any questions you may have or call the office and leave a message. 315-853-8001, ext.8

Supervisor Eisnor commented on the problems with the Star Program.  Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt said that mobile home parks are a mess under the new state program, and she is currently working with Camelot Village toward a solution.

The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for her report and asked for Codes report.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report;
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural building or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

10-4-22 Inspected property, fence is gone. junk and debris still remain along with conditions of the house. 

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled.

9-13-22 spoke with owner and sent letter giving final date of 9-20-22 to pull demolition permit.

9-20-22 Demo permit in place.  

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.

9-13-22 Spoke with owner and sent letter to pull building permit 9-2-22 for conversion. All electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

9-20-22  6385 Rte. 26  Junk and Debris. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 11-8-22. 

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

6-22-22 4836 Rte. 233  Station 233 The simple bar. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-20-22. 

7-20-22 all violations not abated as of today.

9-21-22 All violations have been abated.

9-20-22  5840 Lowell Rd  Lowell Church. No Violations. 

9-20-22  4908 Moore Rd  Hecla Church. Violation written with order to remedy set for 10-4-22.

10-4-22 needed a little more time. 

9-27-22 5639 Bartlett Rd Bartlett Baptist Church. No violations. 

9-27-22 7286 W Main St. Westmoreland Methodist Church. Violations written with OTR set for 11-1-22.

9-27-22 7277 W Main St. Masonic Lodge. Violation written with OTR set for 11-1-22.

9-27-22 5584 Rte. 26. Townline Event Center. Violation written with OTR set for 11-1-22.

Questions were posed to the Codes Enforcement Officer regarding the ongoing problems on Dix Rd, Route 233, and French Rd.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in September.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

9/13/22 2022-0077 SERANNI RYAN 6368 SMITH RD 313.000-1-17 ROOF SOLAR $300.00

9/13/22 2022-0078 CLEMENTS TRACY 7222 W. MAIN ST. 302.004-1-44.1 DEMOLITION $50.00

9/13/22 2022-0079 STEWARTS SHOPS 5319 STATE RTE 233 302.000-1-71.3 SEPTIC $75.00

9/20/22 2022-0080 KELLY ANGELA 4768 STOP 7 RD 315.018-3-8 PORCH $25.00

9/20/22 2022-0081 MISIASZEK CHAD 6289 COOPER ST 313.000-1-30.19DEMO/FAMILY $50.00

9/21/22 2022-0082 DOOLEN RAYMOND 5860 SPRINGHOUSE RD300.000-1-27.1 ACCESSORY BARN $74.40

9/21/22 2022-0083 FICCHI SALVATORE 6061 ST RTE 233 274.000-2-39 FRONT PORCH $25.00

9/21/22 2022-0084 VOGEL CRAIG 6057 ST RTE 233 274.000-2-38 SEPTIC $75.00

9/27/22 2022-0085 NEXGEN BUILDERS LLC 7754 STONE RD 303.000-1-34 SEPTIC $75.00


Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for September:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & 3-year Lead and Copper sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Semi-annual hydrant flushing was completed on 9/6.

· Water was shut down to the Thruway rest area so Marcy excavating could cap off the 10” main and install a 2-inch tap to keep the gas station running during demolition.

· Seymour Excavating replaced 3 – 1955 circa fire hydrants on West Main Street. We will be replacing one more hydrant on Furnace Street before winter. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig request.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that Seymour Excavating replaced three (3) old fire hydrants in the Westmoreland Water District.

Reading Center Clerk Sarah Klein reported:
· In September 2022 we had 72 visitors come into the Reading Center.
· We loaned out a total of 185 items.
· We filled 87 holds within the Mid-York System.  
· We continue to provide Creative Movement Class on Wednesdays at 11:00am.
· We offered two Make & Take Craft items.
· We are collaborating on choosing an organization to sponsor for the Great Give-Back Campaign of 2022, a mission that provides opportunities for patrons of public libraries in NYS to participate in donating items for an organization chosen by our Reading Center. (Last year we collected for the Hope Paws Animal Shelter.)
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

· In September, the Town Clerk’s office sold seventeen (17) new dog licenses and renewed forty-eight (48) individual dog licenses for $550.00.  Of that, $91.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $459.00 

· On September 13, 2022, twelve (12) late notices were sent out for dogs due in August 2022.  Renewal notices for fifty-eight (58) dogs due in October were sent out on September 27, 2022.

· DECALS sales totaled $3,384.00 in the month of September.  $3196.91 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $187.09.

· There were five (5) marriage licenses issued in September for $200.00.  $112.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town’s commission was $87.50.

· Seventeen (17) certified copies were issued for $170.00.

· Nine(9) permanent handicapped parking permits and three (3) temporary permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

· Six (6) building permits were issued for $524.40; three (3) septic permits were issued for $225.00, and three (3) fire inspection payments were received for $150.00.

Communications Received:

1. Town Board – notification of discontinuance of pool agreement

2. Town Board – notification of discontinuance of town paid swimming lessons

3. Deputy Secretary of the Treasury – update on the status of Recovery Program

4. Nexamp Project Manager – Eureka Rd Solar Site monthly update

5. Spectrum – time to modernize your video service

6. Bridges – NYS Public Health Law about tobacco in parks

7. Clean Energy Communities Program – Municipality Mondays with MVEDD

8. Association of Towns – September Newsletter

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justice
Justice Bowers - August

$     3,242.00

2. Westmoreland Town Justice
Justice Hart - August

$     4,502.00

3. Westmoreland FD

Fuel



$     2,352.88

4. Lori Otter


Pavilion Rental


$     75.00

5. Progressive


Insurance payment fire hydrant
$     4,500.00

6. FNTS Holdings


Water search


$     20.00

7. Edwin J. Wadas Foundation
Grant for park


$    32,2029.97

8. COCVAC 


              Fuel



$    7,516.73

9. FNTS Holdings


Water search


$    20.00

10. Westmoreland CSD

Fuel



$    2980.02

11. Charter Communications
                Franchise Fees


$    21,084.06

12. Bank of Utica


CD interest payment

$    502.85

13. Clark Mills FD


Fuel



$    637.88

14. Stanwix Heights VFD

Fuel



$    359.92

15. Westmoreland CSD

Fuel



$    3429.91

16. Wallace



Pavilion Rental


$    100.00

17. Landcastle


Culvert Pipe


$    300.00


Councilperson Rundle asked that a thank you letter be sent to the Clark Mills Eagle Scout Troop for painting the fire hydrants
Councilperson Hebbard advised the Board that he met with the Little League Board and they will be taking over the operation of the Westmoreland field. Councilperson Hebbard stated that Little League is also looking for an additional field and asked him about the Lowell property.  Discussion continued; Little League will be attempting to apply for a grant.  
Councilperson Hebbard indicated that Brothertown Paving expects to complete the basketball court at the Town Park within the next two (2) weeks. 

Conversation turned to the cameras at the Town Park. Councilperson Hebbard would like to upgrade the current system by adding an additional camera for a cost of $3,994.92.  Councilperson Donley suggested a second quote be obtained and will provide Councilperson Hebbard with a list of vendors.  
Councilperson Hebbard will have more information on the Lowell field in November.
Councilperson Seymour asked if the speed reduction signs were ordered, and was told they would be ordered tomorrow.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that we are still waiting on the water study of the Westmoreland Water System form Delta Engineering.  Delta Engineering is almost ready to go out to bid for the work in the Tindall Water District.  Councilperson Seymour reiterated that once the lines are replaced in Tindall, that Mohawk Valley Water Authority will be assuming the water district.  Supervisor Eisnor replied most definitely.  

104 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve the 2023 Town of Westmoreland Budget. All Board Members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor indicated budget modifications are needed.
105 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to move $1,100.00 from SW4 8320.400; source of supply to SW4 8340.400; transmission and distribution to cover Upstate Leak Detection bill for Spencer Settlement Water.  All Board Members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
106 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to move $3,400.00 from A5132.400; garage contractual to A5132.200; garage equipment to cover the garage door replacements.  All Board Members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

106 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to move $6,308.00 from A1990.400; contingent account to A5410.400; sidewalks to cover the cost of the sidewalk salt spreader.  All Board Members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

107 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board Members voted Aye and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

108 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #288 through #324 which total $21,484.63.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
109 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Spencer Water District

vouchers #10-11

which totals

$     1,190.65

Tindall Water District

vouchers #14-15

which totals

$     9,070.00

Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #66-70

which totals

$     1,320.79


Camelot Water District                voucher #3


which totals                     $     9,798.75

Councilperson Donley seconded the motion,  All Board members voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

110  Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #179 through #203, which totals $207,447.45.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held November 14, 2022 at 6:30pm. 
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular meeting.
111 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

