Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

September 12. 2022
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, September 12 2022.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle,  and Kirk Donley .  Also present was Tax Collector Margaret Leone,  Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox and three (3) residents and nine (9) high school seniors. Councilperson Charles Hebbard was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recesses the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Burton Seymour Sr presented the Board with approved plans for a water extension on Seymour Lane.  Mr. Seymour stated he is looking for Board approval to initiate the project.  Supervisor Eisnor explained that the town has hire an engineering firm to evaluate the project and conduct a water study to determine if the water district can support 12-15 new single-family residences.

Mr. Seymour also spoke of septic permits.  He stated that the town of Westmoreland charges $75.00 for a septic permit and the Codes Officer refuses to do the inspection.  This adds an additional cost to the homeowner.  Mr. Seymour state that if the Town if going to charge for septic permits then the Codes Officer should be available to do the inspection. 

There being no one else wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session, and asked for the Highway report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· We purchased a Power Screen Mark 1 Screener for $12,100.  This will allow us the ability to put up salt and sand anytime as needed.

· All trucks are being inspected prior to winter.

· We are hauling stone in for the Park’s new basketball court.

· The Highway Dept would like to get permission to take a tree down by the Reading Center this fall.

Supervisor Eisnor told the Highway Superintendent that the Highway Department did a great job preparing the Basketball court at the park.  It looks great.

Superintendent Young spoke of the recently purchased screener and he is now looking for a stacker.  The Superintendent has two (2) quotes.  

1. 30” X 80’ electric stacker - $35,000.00 delivered.  An electric stacker would require the purchase of a diesel-powered generator.  The cost of a generator would be around $10,000.00.
2. 30” X 80’ diesel stacker-  $65,000.00 delivered.

Superintendent Young asked for the Boards thoughts on electric or diesel?  Councilperson Seymour stated that diesel would be the best way to go.  A discussion ensued on paying for the stacker.  Councilperson Seymour suggested the Highway Superintendent inquire as to financing or deferred payment plans.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt was absent but submitted the following report:
· School tax bills are out and many of you are seeing an increase. This can happen for several reasons, an improvement to the property that was made (new construction, remodel of home, enlargement of an already existing structure, etc.), there was an increase in the tax, or the equalization rate has gone down due to the market increases. One or all of these may occur at the same time.

· I am still out and about taking photos related to building permits or just because an updated photo of your property may be needed. If you see me, please feel free to ask any questions you may have or call the office and leave a message. 315-853-8001, ext.8
The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for her report and asked for Codes report.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report;
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural building or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled. 

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

6-8-22 6058 Lower Lawrence St. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-21-22. Violation not abated. 

6-14-22 5540 Bartlett Rd. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-28-22. Violation not abated.

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

7-19-22 7563 Stone Rd. (Fire) Notice of Violation written. Building placarded unfit/unsafe on 7-20-22. Owner has until August 31, 2022 to apply for a demolition permit.

8-31-30 Demo Permit in place.

9-6-22 Building has been demolished.      

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

5-17-22  7355 Rte. 5  M T Repair. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 6-7-22.

6-21-22. Only violation outstanding is the installation of a bathroom window. 

8-31-22 All violations have been abated. 

5-25-22  5370 Rte 233  Travel Inn. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 6-21-22. Extended to 6-29-22. A waiting a third-party inspection. 

8-31-22  All violations have been abated.   

6-22-22 4836 Rte. 233  Station 233 The simple bar. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-20-22. 

7-20-22 all violations not abated as of today. 

6-28-22  7105 Norton Ave. Shenandoah Club. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-20-22.

7-20-22 all violations not abated as of today. 

8-31-22  All violations have been abated.  

7-19-22 7474 Rte. 5 Pryor TEC Services LLC Office/Apt. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 8-31-22.

8-31-22 All violations have been abated. 

7-19-22 7311 Rte 5 Maxam  Pole Barn/Apt. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 8-31-22.

8-31-22  All violations have been abated. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in August. 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

8/2/22 2022-0062 WEEKS ANNA  4828 CREASER RD 314.000-2-32.2 IG POOL/FENCE  $80.00

8/2/22 2022-0063 GRUBE DEANNA 5222 TUDMAN RD 301.000-2-42 2 COVERED PORCH $25.00

8/9/22 2022-0064 DIZDAREVIC ZLATK 7537 STATE RT 5 327.000-6-20.1 RENEWAL PERMIT $20.00

8/9/22 2022-0065 BARRON JAMES 12 SHANNON CIRCLE 313.000-2-398 TRUSS ID ADDITION $95.00

8/10/22 2022-0066 LYNCH JOEL 5180 TUDMAN RD 301.000-2-37.3 GARAGE/FIRE DAMAGE $248.60

8/18/22 2022-0067 BURGER STEVEN 5983 EUREKA RD 288.000-1-40.1 FRONT PORCH/REAR PATIO $25.00

8/18/22 2022-0068 MCDONALD JOHN 5743 BARTLETT RD 289.000-1-72.1 TRUSS ID 1 FAMILY SEPTIC $245.00

8/18/22 2022-0069 DECKER SARAH 5924 BARLETT RD 289.000-1-82.1 TRUSS ID 1 FAMILY SEPTIC $245.00

8/18/22 2022-0070 DEMSON DIANNE 4837 STATION HILL RD 313.000-2-34 IG POOL/FENCE  $80.00

8/23/22 2022-0071 MCMASTER HEATHER 6451 SKINNER RD 301.000-2-25.17HORSE SHELTER/FENCE $20.00

8/23/22 2022-0072 GEDDES MICHAEL 7563 STONE RD 303.000-1-59.2 DEMO 1 FAMILY $50.00

8/23/22 2022-0073 MCCLOSKY VALERI 6101 SKINNER RD 301.000-1-21.27HORSE SHELTER N/C

8/23/22 2022-0074 TOWN OF  WESTMORELAND 100 STATION RD 302.004-2-27 POLE BARN N/C

8/24/22 2022-0075 LYNCH JOEL 5180 TUDMAN RD 301.000-2-37.3 POLE BARN $96.00

8/31/22 2022-0076 MOOREHEADJACOB 3929 SKYLINE DR 335.000-1-15.8 POLE BARN $104.00


Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for August:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Semi-annual hydrant flushing will complete 9/6.

· Working with the contractor who is going to be tearing down the Westmoreland Thruway rest stop. We have to provide the Sunoco station water throughout the construction process.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig request.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Received a phone call from the Health Department in regards to the City of Rome having problems with their chlorinating system. Once repairs were made, I had to flush the system to make sure we had good chlorine residual. 
There was no Reading Center Report. 
 

Attorney Mattacola stated that he has been working on solar, codes and contracts.  Councilperson Seymour asked what  Attorney Mattacola thought of the new NYS Solar Law. Attorney Mattacola stated that nothing is finalized yet and that Senator Griffo is fighting it. 
Councilperson Hebbard asked if Attorney Mattacola has had the change to review the Pavilion Rental Agreement.  Attorney Mattacola stated he did not have one to review.  Councilperson Hebbard stated he would supply one to the Attorney.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s Report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In August, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog licenses and renewed forty-nine (49) individual dog licenses for $450.00.  Of that, $75.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $375.00 

On August 26, 2022, eighteen (18) late notices were sent out for dogs due in July 2022.  Renewal notices for forty-one (41) dogs due in September were sent out on August 29, 2022.

DECALS sales totaled $2,855.00 in the month of August.  $2,717.20 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $137.80.
There were three (3) marriage licenses issued in August for $120.00.  $67.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town’s commission was $52.50.

Twenty (20) certified copies were issued for $200.00 and one (`1) peddlers permit was issued for $50.00. 
Fourteen (14) permanent handicapped parking permits and four (4) temporary permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Fifteen (15) building permits were issued for $1,333.60 and four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00.

Communications Received:

1. Comp Alliance – Town of Westmoreland-Plan Summary

2. Comp Alliance – notice of loyalty rewards program

3. City of Utica- notice of public hearing regarding 6290 Route 233

4. NY Rural Water- PFAS Cost Recovery Program

5. Oneida County Department of Planning – installing electric car charging stations.

6. AOT- newsletter

7. Westmoreland Town Court-Town Justice recusal letter.

8. Speno MacLeod, PLLC- notice of exemption for Stop & Solar.

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justice
Justice Bowers- July


$     4,838.00  

2. Westmoreland Town Justice
Justice Hart- July


$     4,650.00

3. Heidi Thalman


Culvert Pipe



$        300.00

4. Town Park


Fuel




$          46.89

5. COCVAC



Fuel




$     8,542.87

6. Reile Family Trust

Culvert Pipe



$        300.00   

7. Westmoreland Cemetery

Fuel




$        411.74

8. WCS



Fuel




$   14,121.31

9. Westmoreland FD

Fuel




$     1,761.93

10. County of Oneida

Traffic Diversion



$     1,966.67     

11. Westmoreland FD

Workers Comp



$     3,484.00

12. County of Oneida

Sales Tax



$ 476,924.15        

13. County of Oneida

Mortgage Tax



$   74,132.22
14. Stanwix Heights VFD

Fuel-July



$          93.08

Councilperson Rundle spoke of people parking on both sides of the road on Seymour Lane.  Fire trucks or plow trucks will not be able to get through these parked vehicles.  Councilperson Rundle suggested we install “No Parking” signs on at least one side of the road.  After a short discussion it was determined to place “No Parking” signs on the south side of Seymour Lane.
Councilperson Rundle stated that all the hydrants have been painted and they look good.

Councilperson Seymour thought that a speed limit on Seymour Lane is also warranted.  Attorney Mattacola will investigate whether the County has to be notified first.
Councilperson Seymour stated he has received quotes on the solar powered “Slow Down, Your Speed is   “ signs.  He thought 2 Signs on E. South Street, 2 signs on Cooper, 2 signs on E./W. Main, and 2 additional for a total of eight (8) signs.  The cost would be $32,000.00.
A short discussion on whether the County has to give permission for these signs to be installed on County Roads.  It was decided that Attorney Mattacola will write a letter to the County requesting permission to install the signs.

The Supervisor has heard nothing on the pool.  Councilperson Seymour stated that something has to be done, the Westmoreland Summer Activities Association is not even in contact with the Board anymore.  Attorney Mattacola stated the Town has two (2) options. 1. Take over the entire operation of the pool or 2. Close the pool and fill it in. Discussion continued.
Attorney Mattacola will draft a letter the Westmoreland Summer Activities Association terminating their contract.  The letter will request all funds be returned to the Town for use in Community Functions.

91 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to authorize the Town Attorney to draft a letter to the Westmoreland Summer Activities Association terminating their contract.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor would like to set up budget meetings for September 20th and September 27th.  Councilperson Donley indicated he would not be available on the 20th.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke to the Board about the Oneida County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  He advised the Board that if we do not accept the County’s plan the Town would not be eligible for any FEMA funds should a disaster arise.
91 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to accept the Hazard Mitigation Plan of Oneida County.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor received the renewal contract from Oneida County BOCES.  He asked the Highway Superintendent if he was happy with the mechanical services they provide.  Superintendent Young replied that he was very happy with the service.

91 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to authorize the Supervisor to renew the contract with Oneida County BOCES.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 

Supervisor Eisnor told the Board that he has not received any new reports from COCVAC.

The Supervisor spoke briefly on the lack of support we receive from the County.  He had spoke to County Legislator Joseph about the possibility of the County providing the Town will topsoil for the Basketball Court at the Park.  Legislator Joseph promised any help that we need.  We got nothing from the County.
92  A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

93 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Donley, to approve and place on file the minutes of August 8, 2022 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

94  Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #149 through #178, which totals $56,041.17.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
95 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Spencer Water District

vouchers #8-9


which totals

$        306.06
Tindall Water District

vouchers #11-13

which totals

$     9,569.12

Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #58-65

which totals

$   13,269.61
 Councilperson Donley seconded the motion,  All Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
96 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #248 through #285 which total $32,398.58.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the Budget meetings will be September 20th and 27th at 6:00pm and the next Regular Meeting will be held September 12, 2022 at 6:30pm. 
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular meeting.
97 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 7:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

