Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

August 8. 2022
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:25 pm on Monday, August 8 2022.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle,  Kirk Donley and Charles Hebbard.  Also present was Tax Collector Margaret Leone,  Attorney Gregory Mattacola, and three (3) residents. Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox were running late. Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recesses the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt was absent but submitted the following report:

With the nicer weather upon us, I will be out taking photos related to building permits or just because an updated photo of your property may be needed. If you see me, please feel free to ask any questions you may have or call the office and leave a message. 315-853-8001, ext.8

Highway Superintendent Russell Young arrived at 6.32pm.
Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· We are finishing up ditching for Oneida County and have completed the center section of Dix Road.

· The Highway Department is moving road sides for the second time this year.

· Documents have been submitted for CHIPS refund.  We should receive $241,558.01 sometime in September.

· 3 trucks will be hauling millings for NYS DOT over 2 days.

· Brush pickup will begin again this week after completion of Dix Road ditching.

· The Highway Department will begin work on the 2023 Budget.
Councilperson Seymour asked what repairs had to be made to the loader.  The Highway Superintendent stated that the pins wore out and had to be replaced.

Discussion turned to the old Grad-All.  It was decided to list it on Auctions International for sale.
81 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to authorize the Highway Superintendent to list the 1999 Grad-All for sale on Auctions International.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report.
Codes Officers Fred Fox and Patrick Baron arrived at 6:35pm.
Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Codes report.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report;
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.

7-12-22 Re-Checked progress still being made. Have to track down owner again, phone numbers I have are disconnected.   

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Corners Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

8-2-22 Spoke with Owner, gave him the number to call Dept of Labor to determine if house can be declared an agricultural bldg. or get an asbestos contractor to determine if there is any in the building. Owner indicated he will be demolishing the building. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants’ attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020. 

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021. Zugner appeared with attorney in court. Meeting with attorney at the property 9-9-21.

9-16-21 Meet with attorney Viviani at residence to take photos and access the interior of the house.  Court appearance set for Oct 6, 2021. Attorney asked for adjournment until  November 3, 2021 and indicated that he would help abate the violations personally. Court adjourned until 12-13-21.

12-13-21 Clinical note presented to court stating that Defendant has several clinical issues. Judge order adjournment until December 20, 2021 with the codes officer inspecting December 19, 2021. If property found not to be a fire hazard case will be adjourned to a future date. If property found to be a fire hazard, then trial will presume on December 20, 2021. 

12-19-21 Inspection showed good progress made, front and rear exits and main hallway cleared out. Area around furnace clear as well.

2-2-22 No further progress. Court decided to adjourn until March 15, 2022. Defendant has to empty current full dumpster and fill another one by the next court appearance. Adjourned until May 4, 2022

7-26-22 Spoke with Zugner, still some more work to be done. another dumpster ordered. 

7-27-22 Court appearance, case is dismissed ACD'd for 1 year. 

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.

5-18-21 file paper work for court. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021 Court informed the codes office that the court appearance letter was returned from post office. Adjourned until Oct 6, 2021.  

10-6-21 Defendants failed to show up for court. Judge set new date of November 3, 2021 and Greg Mattacola will set up a process server to serve court notice on the Defendant.

11-3-21 case adjourned for defendant to attain counsel. Next court date set for 12-1-21. New court date 12-13-21. 

12-13-21 Judge ordered property to be cleaned up by Jan. 31, 2022. Court date/trial set for Feb 2, 2022.

2-2-22 Court decided to adjourn until March 15, 2022. Defendant has to show significant progress by the next court date of fines will be levied for $50 per day starting 2/3/22-3/15/22. If no progress case will be adjourned for another 30 days with fines being levied for $100 per day. Judge stated he wants it cleaned up no later than 90 days from 2/2/22. 

3-15-22 Fine is at $2,050 but not levied at this time. Fines begin at $100 per day from 3-16-22 until next court date of 4-19-22.

4-19-22 the case has been dismissed without prejudice. The court is in possession of a contract from a buyer which states the new owners have to abate the current violations.

 7-26-27 met with future new owner who stated waiting on closing date in August. 

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

7-12-22 Violations Abated. 

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled. 

4-6-22  7223 W Main St. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. Vehicle impact house. OTR set for 5-10-22. 

7-12-22 Building vacant and secured. Codes case closed.  

5-3-22 5839 Bartlett Rd. Junk and Debris, Junked Vehicle and High Grass. House Vacant. Neighbor stated Oneida County is foreclosing on property Mid-June. 

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

7-5-22 Demolition permit in place. 

5-31-22 6852 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-10-22. Violation not abated.

8-2-22 Violation abated.  

6-8-22 6058 Lower Lawrence St. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-21-22. Violation not abated. 

6-14-22 5540 Bartlett Rd. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-28-22. Violation not abated.

6-16-22 6368 Rte. 5 Electrical fire. Unlawful conversion business space to residential. 6-22-22 Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 7-5-22 (for electrical and fire safety issues).Owner will have to follow up with Pat Baron to legalize the unlawful units. 

7-5-22 Most of electrical and fire safety issues have been abated.  

6-29-22  7676 Stone Rd  Notice of Violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 7-20-22.

7-12-22 Violations Abated. 

7-19-22 7563 Stone Rd. (Fire) Notice of Violation written. Building placarded unfit/unsafe on 7-20-22. Owner has until August 31, 2022 to apply for a demolition permit.    

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in July. 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

7/5/22 2022-0051 Zumbrun Arnold 6749 W. Carter St 289.000-1-4 Ground Solar $300.00

7/5/22 2022-0052 Strebing Gene 6834 Lowell Rd 302.000-2-46 Pole Barn $153.60

7/6/22 2022-0053 CST New York LLC 7296 Cooper St 302.004-1-37 Change Signs $60.00

7/6/22 2022-0054 Rosati Paul-Tracey 5170 Eureka Road 289.000-2-55.2 Solar Field $1,200.00

7/6/22 2022-0055 Rosati Paul-Tracey 5170 Eureka Road 302.000.1-42 Solar Field $1,200.00

7/12/22 2022-0056 Murphy Jeff 7443 Cider Str 303.000-1-61.2 Garage $57.60

7/19/22 2022-0057 Bechtel Nicole 6517 Lowell Rd 301.000-2-13 Covered Porch $25.00

7/19/22 2022-0058 Madonia Scott  6564 College Hill Rd 335.000-2-18.5 Concrete Pad $25.00

7/19/22 2022-0059 Clements Don  5838 Bartlett Rd 289.000-1-36.3 Garage Add $75.00

7/26/22 2022-0060 Piersall Kyle 6330 Lowell Rd 301.000-1-21.13 Fence $20.00

7/26/22 2022-0061 Whelan Tom 128 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-49.7 Deck $25.00



Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for June:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Semi-annual hydrant flushing was pushed to August.

· Presently closely watching water levels in our wells and how long they take to recover from lack of rain. May need to curb water usage (like watering lawns) if we don’t get sizable rain this month.

· Received 2 quotes to begin replacing 1950’s era fire hydrants.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed 2 UFPO dig request.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that Ted Flint is waiting on a report from MVWA regarding chemical usage.
The Supervisor stated that he has received two (2) quotes to replace six (6) of the oldest fire hydrants.  Both Murphy Excavating and Seymour Excavating put in quotes and Seymour was considerably less.

Richard Storey, Rt. 233 stated that when he was a member of the Fire Department, it was the Fire Departments responsibility to regularly check and maintain the fire hydrants.

82 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Donley to hire Seymour Excavating to replace six (6) fire hydrants; identified by Ted Flint.  Councilpersons Rundle, Hebbard, Donley and Supervisor Eisnor voted AYE.  Councilperson Seymour abstained.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.  
Reading Center Clerk Sara Klein submitted the following report:

· In July we had a total of 291 visitors come into the library.  We are participating in the Mid-York Library Road Trip and have been very busy with visitors coming in to see us.  

· We offered 2 summer crafts.
· We added 39 new books to the library, we loaned out 157 items (this also includes holds through Mid-York and web items)
· We offered toddler creative movement class with Miss Cat on Wednesday’s and have had great participation.  

 

Attorney Mattacola stated that he has been working on solar, codes and contracts.
Councilperson Hebbard asked if Attorney Mattacola has had the change to review the Pavilion Rental Agreement.  Attorney Mattacola stated he did not have one to review.  Councilperson Hebbard stated he would supply one to the Attorney.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s Report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In July, the Town Clerk’s office sold seven (7) new dog licenses and renewed forty-three (43) individual dog licenses for $348.00.  Of that, $58.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $290.00 

On July 12, 2022, fifteen (15) late notices were sent out for dogs due in June 2022.  Renewal notices for fifty (50) dogs due in August were sent out on July 27, 2022.

DECALS sales totaled $61.00 in the month of July.  $57.64 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $3.36

There was one (1) marriage license issued in July.  $22.50 was sent to NYS Department of Health and the town’s commission was $17.50.

Three (3) certified copies were issued for $30.00. 

Ten (10) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Eleven (11) building permits were issued for $3,141.60 and one (1) fire inspection payment was received for $50.00.

Communications Received:

1. Eastern Shore – endorsement removing old Grad-All

2. Comp Alliance – July Newsletter

3. NYS Division of Budget – ARP funds

4. NYS Dept. o Ag & Markets- Municipal Shelter Inspection

5. NYS Dept. of State- Downtown Revitalization & NY Forward

Checks Received:

1. Westmoreland Town Justice
Justice Bowers- June

$    3,975.00  

2. Westmoreland Town Justice
Justice Hart-June

$    4,334.00

3. Town of Westmoreland

Park Fuel


$         37.04

4. Westmoreland CS

Fuel



$  23,544.51

5. Clark Mills FD


Fuel



$      680.03

6. Clark Mills FD


Fuel



$   1,179.25   

7. COCVAC


Fuel



$   7,275.24

8. Pro-Forma


Refund-Tax


$        40.06

9. Matthew Kuegler

Pavilion rental


$        75.00

10. Joshua Hays


Pavilion Rental


$        75.00 

11. Michael Oshins


Pavilion Rental


$      125.00

12. Matthew Cook


Pavilion Rental


$        75.00

13. Camelot


Water Payment


$   2,397.60

14. Camelot


Water Payment


$   9,000.00

15. Camelot


Water Payment


$   9,000.00

16. Westmoreland FD

Annual Assessment

$   1,004.59

17. Westmoreland FD

Fuel-May


$   1,883.00 

18. Stanwix Heights VFD

Fuel-June


$      322.65

19. Eastern Shore


Endorsement Refund

$        16.50
Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that due to a lack of Poll Workers; the Board of Elections has decided to consolidate the voting districts.  All voters in the Town of Westmoreland will now vote in the Fire Department, starting with the August primary.

  


Councilperson Rundle advised the Board that the Eagle Scout Project to paint the fire hydrants will begin on August 20, 2022 with a rain date of August 21, 2022.  There are 8-10 Boy Scouts participating and 4 to 5 parents will supervise.  All the required painting products have been ordered through Sherman Williams.
Councilperson Hebbard stated that this is the last week of the kids’ summer program at the park.  They have had 50 to 60 children each week.  Patrick Cardillo has done a wonderful job and was able to secure pack and go lunches for each child.  The PTO will have ice cream and inflatables for the last two (2) days.  Councilperson Hebbard was reminded to obtain insurance certificates from the business owners of the inflatables.
Councilperson Seymour stated he has not received any feedback from companies selling the solar powered “Slow Down, Your Speed is   “ signs.  
Councilperson Donley stated that the street sign on East and West main Street at the Route 233 intersection is missing.  Highway Superintendent Young stated that those are County and State Roads respectively and those Highway Departments would have to be told.

Councilperson Donley would like to have video conferencing made available if/when a Board member cannot be present.  He stated that this is allowed but must also be made available to the residents. 

Councilperson Donley stated that he has been actively looking into Broadband for our area.

Councilperson Rundle asked the Codes Officers is anything has been done with the bus parked on Bartlett Road.  Codes Officer Fred Fox stated that the bus has been converted into a camper and no one is living in it.  There are no laws stating that you can’t park a bus on your property.  

Supervisor Eisnor stated the Town Hall painting has begun.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that Delta Engineering did a great job in reviewing the SEQR form submitted by the solar company.  
The Supervisor has heard nothing on the pool.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the contract the Town signed with Easy Riders Snowmobile Club back in 2016.  This would allow the Club to build a pole barn/cold storage unit on Town Property.  The building permit has been issued and a dig request was submitted.  He would like a motion to renew the contract.
83 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to renew the contract with Easy Riders Snowmobile Club to build a cold storage building on Town Property.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor stated that NYS has come up with a new Discrimination and Harassment Policy.  The Board needs to adopt this policy.  Some Board members had not reviewed the policy and the issue was tabled.
Supervisor Eisnor stated second and final payment of COVID Relief Funds has been received.
Discussion turned to the proposed solar moratorium
84 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adopt Local Law #3 of 2022-To Place a Moratorium on certain Solar Energy Installations in the Town of Westmoreland.  All Board members voted Aye and the motion was declared carried. 
85  A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Donley to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

86 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of July 11, 2022 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

87  Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #130 through #148, which totals $49,978.15.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
88 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Spencer Water District

vouchers #6-7


which totals

$   1,267.39

Tindall Water District

vouchers #9-10


which totals

$   3,020.00

Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #53-57

which totals

$   1,325.87
 Councilperson Donley seconded the motion,  All Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
89 Councilperson Donley advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #214 through #247, which total $22,508.77.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held September 12, 2022 at 6:30pm. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked if anyone heard any more on the purchase of Rising Stars.  Codes Officer Patrick Baron stated he has been in contact with I-CA; the purchaser.  The sale is progressing and I-CAN plans on keeping the facility a sports complex.  A new site plan will have to be submitted and I-CAN has been advised.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Richard Storey, Route 233; spoke briefly on what happens when the County/State take processes away from local governments.  The polling site is a perfect example.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular meeting.
There being no other business to discuss, Supervisor Eisnor called for a motion to adjourn.
90 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting at 6:56 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

