Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

June 13. 2022
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, June 13 2022.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard.  Also present was Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox, Tax Collector Margaret Leone and eight (8) residents.  Councilperson Kirk Donley was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor recesses the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.  
Ryan Schreppel; Skyline Drive; addressed the Board with concerns over the Mega Solar installation proposed on Skyline Drive.  Mr. Schreppel explained to the Board that this solar farm will completely surround his house on three sides.  He has brought his concerns to the Planning Board and the solar company. The solar company is not responding to requests to alter the original plans or answering pertinent questions.
Mr. Schreppel continued stating that the zoning law currently in place does not refer to any setback requirements for solar farms.  Supervisor Eisnor and Councilperson Hebbard both stated that setbacks are addressed in the Sol Law.  Councilperson Hebbard indicated he though the setback was 700 ft from the property line.
Mr. Schreppel stated he would like the law changed to extend the encroachment on residential properties to be even further than 700 ft.  Councilperson Hebbard stated that our current law is more stringent than that of surrounding Towns.  Discussion continued.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor reconvened to the regular session.

Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Highway Report.
Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· Attended schooling for Cornell Local Road’s 6/5 – 6/8 in Ithaca.

· Dan blew a tire with the old Grad-all on 5/31/22 and totaled it.  He went the hospital to be checked out.  Doing well but very sore.

· Roadside mowing and brush pick up will occur one more time prior to July 4th.

Councilperson Seymour asked the Highway Superintendent how much the cost of salt has risen.  Superintendent Young stated we are still getting sand on 2021 contract at $65.00 a ton.  
Councilperson Rundle asked if sand was up also.  Superintendent Young replied that it up $1.30 per yard and we usually buy 4,000 yards.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessors report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

With the nicer weather upon us, I will be out taking photos related to building permits or just because an updated photo of your property may be needed. If you see me, please feel free to ask any questions you may have or call the office and leave a message. 315-853-8001, ext.8

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Sole Assessor for her report and asked for the Codes report.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted the following report;
Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

11-23-21 Re-Checked property. Vast improvement noted from initial inspection. Re-cited under Brian Grants name with an OTR date set for June 1, 2022.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants’ attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020. 

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021. Zugner appeared with attorney in court. Meeting with attorney at the property 9-9-21.

9-16-21 Meet with attorney Viviani at residence to take photos and access the interior of the house.  Court appearance set for Oct 6, 2021. Attorney asked for adjournment until  November 3, 2021 and indicated that he would help abate the violations personally. Court adjourned until 12-13-21.

12-13-21 Clinical note presented to court stating that Defendant has several clinical issues. Judge order adjournment until December 20, 2021 with the codes officer inspecting December 19, 2021. If property found not to be a fire hazard case will be adjourned to a future date. If property found to be a fire hazard, then trial will presume on December 20, 2021. 

12-19-21 Inspection showed good progress made, front and rear exits and main hallway cleared out. Area around furnace clear as well.

2-2-22 No further progress. Court decided to adjourn until March 15, 2022. Defendant has to empty current full dumpster and fill another one by the next court appearance. Adjourned until May 4, 2022      

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.

5-18-21 file paper work for court. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021 Court informed the codes office that the court appearance letter was returned from post office. Adjourned until Oct 6, 2021.  

10-6-21 Defendants failed to show up for court. Judge set new date of November 3, 2021 and Greg Mattacola will set up a process server to serve court notice on the Defendant.

11-3-21 case adjourned for defendant to attain counsel. Next court date set for 12-1-21. New court date 12-13-21. 

12-13-21 Judge ordered property to be cleaned up by Jan. 31, 2022. Court date/trial set for Feb 2, 2022.

2-2-22 Court decided to adjourn until March 15, 2022. Defendant has to show significant progress by the next court date of fines will be levied for $50 per day starting 2/3/22-3/15/22. If no progress case will be adjourned for another 30 days with fines being levied for $100 per day. Judge stated he wants it cleaned up no later than 90 days from 2/2/22. 

3-15-22 Fine is at $2,050 but not levied at this time. Fines begin at $100 per day from 3-16-22 until next court date of 4-19-22.

4-19-22 the case has been dismissed without prejudice. The court is in possession of a contract from a buyer which states the new owners have to abate the current violations. 

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21. Demo permit in place.

9-28-21 5223 Moore Rd. Septic Tank leaking. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 10-26-21.

10-26-21 Meet on site with Pat Baron. New Notice of violation to Tenant/owner has to inquire about having a professional look at the entire system. Re-Check 11-30-21. 

5-3-22 Re-Check Problem still exist. new tenant will be cited with a OTR for 6-7-2022. 

6-7-22. Violation Abated.  

11-2-21 6385 Rte 26. Complaint J/D, agricultural use (horse and chickens) . Spoke with owner, who resides in Florida. Spoke with tenant 11-3-21. Plan in place to attain a dumpster to discard junk and debris. Follow up inspection set for 11-9-21. 11-9-21 Meet with tenants, notice of violation written with OTR set for December 7, 2021. Progress being made. Roll off container in driveway being filled.

5-10-22 Abated.  

1-27-22 4852 Rte 233. Notice of violation written for J/D, junked vehicle, unlawful fence, allowing occupancy in an unfit placarded house, more than two accessory structures on the lot and property maintenance on the house. Order to remedy date set for 2-28-2022. 

3-1-22 Junked vehicle removed, Fence permit in place. 

3-7-22 Court paperwork filed. 

2-22-22  7508 Rte 5 Upstate Home Care. Illegal conversion single family to business found while conducting 1203 inspection at 7506 Rte. 5 (same business). Violation Notice to be written 2-23-22 with OTR set for 3-31-22 

3-1-22 Owner stopped in and picked up paperwork for Zoning/Planning board.  

3-2-22  6333 Rte 233 Dave Patrick. Notice of violation written for Zoning Violation and Unlawful structure. Application for variance by 4-5-22.

4-5-22 Patrick's attorney will supply paperwork as proof money is ready to be paid. Waiting on deed transfer to go through then transaction will be completed which will allow Patrick to merge properties.   

3-2-22  7676 E Carter Rd  St. Thomas. Notice of violation written for J/D and Recreation vehicles parked in the front yard out of season with an OTR set for 4-5-22.

4-5-22 extended to give owner time to move vehicles. Ground still too soft. 

3-22-22 6289 Cooper St. Misiaszek  Notice of violation and placard for unsafe/unfit structure as result of a Fire. OTR set for 4-26-22 to have demolition permit pulled. 

3-22-22  14 Martin Dr. Seymour Sr. Notice of violation written for J/D in yard. OTR set for 4-26-22.

4-26-22 Extended until 5-10-22.

6-7-22 Violations Abated. 

4-6-22  7223 W Main St. Notice of violation written for property maintenance. Vehicle impact house. OTR set for 5-10-22. 

4-20-22  5279 Furnace St. Notice of violation written for a couch, tire, shelve and garbage left by the curb. OTR set for 5-9-22.

5-25-22 Spoke with new owners. Have to set up inspection for illegal conversion by previous owners from a 2 family to a 4 family.

5-31-22 Junk and Debris has been removed. 

6-7-22 1203 Insp to legitimize a 4-unit bldg. Reported to assessor to make proper adjustments for future tax rolls.   

4-20-22  5535 Bartlett Rd. Corner of Eureka/Bartlett. Notice of violation written for junk and debris scrap metal and wood. OTR set for 5-9-22.

5-25-22 Abated. 

5-3-22 5839 Bartlett Rd. Junk and Debris, Junked Vehicle and High Grass. House Vacant. Neighbor stated Oneida County is foreclosing on property Mid-June. 

5-13-22 5180 Tudman Rd. Fire damage building Placarded unfit. Placard placed on property 5-17-22.

5-31-22 7232 E Carter Rd. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-10-22. 

5-31-22 6852 Lowell Rd. Notice of violation written for high grass with order to remedy set for 6-10-22.  

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:
4-20-22  5622 Rte 233  Shafer's Country Side Apts. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 5-10-22.

5-10-22 Abated.

5-10-22  7295 W Main St  Franco's Pizza. No Violations. 

5-17-22  6361 Rt. 26  Joseph Schillaci Jr. 4 family. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 5-31-22.

5-24-22 Abated. 

5-17-22  7355 Rte. 5  M T Repair. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 6-7-22.

5-24-22  7291 W Main St. Storey 3 Fam. No Violations. 

5-24-22  7314 E Main St. Liu 4 Fam. OTR set for 6-7-22. 

5-25-22  5370 Rte 233  Travel Inn. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 6-21-22. 

6-7-22 5279 Furnace St. 4 Fam. Notice of Violation written with OTR set for 6-22-22. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in May. 
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

5/3/22 2022-0021 MURLING PATRICK 5085 ALBRECHT RD 288.000-1-18 POLE BARN $156.00

5/3/22 2022-0022 CARBONE ANNESSA 5413 JENKINS RD 301.000-1-38 ALTERATION/FAM $216.00

5/4/22 2022-0023 TYO MATTHEW 5942 LOWELL RD 287.000-2-19.2 POLE BARN $179.20

5/10/22 2022-0024 BASSETT PAM & NICK 7669 E. CARTER RD 303.000-1-7.16 1 FAM/SEPTIC $287.24

5/10/22 2022-0025 COOGAN ELISHA 5831 BARTLETT RD 289.000-1-76.5 POOL DECK $25.00

5/11/22 2022-9985 CHURA KRISTINE 6506 STATE RT 5 325.000-1-37.1 SITE PLAN MOD $150.00

5/11/22 2022-0026 JASEWICZ EDWARD 7569 HUMPHREY RD 303.000-1-16.14 2 ACCESSORY BLD $80.00

5/17/22 2022-0027 LANDCASTLE RICHARD ALBRECHT RD 288.000--1-43.3 POLE BARN $240.00

5/17/22 2022-0028 TAYLOR CHARISSA 6190 DIX RD 273.000-1-35.2 1 FAM/SEPTIC $384.20

5/17/22 2022-0029 ELLIOTT AUSTIN 5095 TUDMAN RD 313.000-1-7.3 1 FAM/SEPTIC $245.00

5/24/22 2022-0030 SCHROCK WILLIAM 4903 STATE RT 233 314.000-1-34.1 DECK $25.00

5/24/22 2022-0031 ARCHER MICHAEL 5758 RT 26 287.000-2-39.2 FRONT DECK $25.00

5/24/22 2022-0032 ROUX BRIAN 6208 EUREKA RD 273.000-1-38 IG POOL/FENCE $80.00

5/24/22 2022-0033 MARCH DEANA 5411 RTE 26 300.000-1-40.3 1 FAM/SEPTIC $245.00

5/25/22 2022-0034 SEYMOUR BURTON 4836 ST RT 233 315.000-1-81.1 FENCE $20.00

5/25/22 2022-0035 PETO CHRISTOPHER 7238 W MAIN ST 302.004-1-25 FENCE $20.00

$2,377.44



Councilperson Hebbard stated that the vacant house across the street from him has been abated for mold.  The bank is not mowing however.












Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for April:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests 

· Spoke with the Town Supervisor about purchasing a tablet that had GPS capabilities to link into our Diamond mapping service. This will be used to locate any & all shut offs in our water system. Getting pricing from Best Buy.

· Attended the Annual Rural Water Annual Technical Training Workshop.

· Looking into a complaint of low water pressure and air in the lines at the Dog Kennel on Cider Street. Checked with all neighboring residents and none of them had any issues. Flushed the 2 closest hydrants just to make sure. It looks to be an internal issue with the facility.

· Need to set a date for our semi-annual hydrant flushing sometime in late June/early July.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig request.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that Assistant Water Plant Operator, James Wharram is retiring in December.
There was no Reading Center report.
 

Attorney Mattacola stated May was a quiet month for him.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In May, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses and renewed forty-three (43) individual dog licenses for $460.00.  Of that, $100.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $360.00 

On May 11, 2022, eight (8) late notices were sent out for dogs due in April 2022.  Renewal notices for forty-six (46) dogs due in June were sent out on May 25, 2022.

DECALS sales totaled $165.00 in the month of May.  $155.88 was sent to the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Town’s commission was $9.12.

There were no marriage licenses issued in May.  

Two (2) certified copies were issued for $20.00. One peddler’s permit was issued for $50.00.

Eleven (11 permanent handicapped parking permits and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Fifteen (15) building permits were issued for $2,227.44, One (1) ZBA/Planning referrals were received for $150.00.  Four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00.

Communications Received:

1. Comp Alliance – monthly newsletter

2. Deputy Secretary of the Treasury – update of SLFRF funds.

3. Oneida County Soil & Water- newsletter.

Checks Received:

1. Donna Waterman

Pavilion Rental

$       100.00  

2. Nicole Venettozzi

Pavilion Rental

$         75.00

3. Westmoreland CS

Fuel


$  17,367.96

4. Camelot


Water Payment

$    9,000.00     

5. Camelot


Water Payment

$    7,148.10 

6. County of Oneida

Snow Control

$109,151.00  

7. Westmoreland Justice Court
Justice Hart-April 2022
$     2,635.00

8. Elizabeth O’Kelly

Pavilion Rental

$          75.00

9. Clark Mills FD


Fuel


$        799.59

10. Westmoreland Justice Court
Justice Bowers- April
$     1,695.00

11. Gabriella Fenton

Pavilion Rental

$        100.00

12. Westmoreland FD

Fuel


$    1,372.98

13. COCVAC


Fuel


$    6,245.43

14. Westmoreland FD

Comp Payment

$    3,484.00

15. Douglas Magnusson

Water Repair 

$       200.00

16. Tax Collector


Year End Payment
$    2,353.99

17. Stanwix Heights FD

Fuel


$          83.31

18. Jennifer Morey


Pavilion Rental

$          75.00


19. Kevin McCormick

Pavilion Rental

$        100.00

20. Kevin McCormick

Pavilion Rental

$        100.00

21. County of Oneida

Sales Tax

$ 435,949.40

22. Westmoreland CS

Fuel


$    9,208.16

23. COCVAC


Fuel


$    4,981.38

24. Clark Mills FD


Fuel


$       294.88

25. Donna Teuscher

Pavilion Rental
$         75.00
Councilperson Hebbard advised the Board that the basketball court grant application has been submitted.  He is now just waiting for an answer.
Councilperson Hebbard stated that everything is going well at the park.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that no other paint bids were received.  He called for a motion.
61 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to award the bid to paint and re-parge the Town Hall to Corey Young for the amount of $8,500.00.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor told the Board the COCVAC will be submitting monthly reports to the Board.
Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that the Town’s equalization rate has dropped to 43%.  The Supervisor added that all the Towns in Oneida County dropped significantly.
Supervisor Eisnor said he received notification that the Town’s health insurance premiums will be increasing 10%.

Councilperson Seymour suggested advertising for bids to replace the Reading Center Roof.
62  A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

63 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and place on file the minutes of May 9, 2022 Regular Meeting and May 17, 2022 Bid Opening as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

64 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #147 through #184, which total $17,552.20.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

65 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:


Tindall Water District

voucher #5



which totals

$  8,605.77

Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #36 through #46

which totals

$  2,999.37


Tindall Water District

voucher #3



which totals

&1,200.00


 Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion,  All Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

66 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #90 through #110, which totals $64,222.87.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held July 11, 2022 at 6:30pm. 
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular meeting.

60 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 7:02 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

