Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

October 11, 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, October 11, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Barbara Phillips, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard. Also, present was Tax Collector Margaret Leone, , Attorney Gregory Mattacola, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt,  Deputy Highway Superintendent Doug Green, one (1) high school senior and six (6) residents.  Highway Superintendent Russell Young and Codes Officer Fred Fox were absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young was absent, but submitted the following report:
· Chips funds received 9/21/21- $215,966.38

· Valley View and Griffin received shoulder work.

· We helped the Town of Kirkland pave and mill.

· Salt and sand are being filled preparing for snow to fly.

· We've had all of our trucks inspected before we prepare to put plows on.  Won't be long now.

· Our 2023 Mack Truck, plow and wing has been ordered.

· Brush pick-up will continue until weather changes.

Councilperson Seymour questioned why money was being spent to repair the old Gradall.  Deputy Highway Superintendent Doug Green stated that the Gradall needed a new pump.  Councilperson Seymour asked if the intent was to keep it and Deputy Superintendent Green replied, yes. 
Supervisor Eisnor commented on the garage door that was replaced.  Deputy Superintendent Green stated it was the one approved and ordered last March. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the  Deputy Highway Superintendent and asked for the Assessor’s report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt was absent but submitted the following report:

The final roll is available in the Town Clerk’s office during regular office hours.

I will be out taking photos of properties over the rest of the summer. I drive a 2012 Grey Ford Explorer. If I am taking photos of your property and you have a question…please ask it!

Address changes for the school taxes are being sent to the school districts. If your mailing address has changed, please inform the assessment office.

Call if you have any questions or concerns and leave a message. Your call will be returned when I am in the office on Tuesday 4-8 pm. 315-853-1645 ext.8
Sole Assessor Osterhoudt told the Board that she attended training in Niagara Falls last week.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke of a letter he received from the County indicating that nineteen (19) Towns in the County will see a tax decrease, while nine (9), including Westmoreland will receive a tax increase.  The letter stated this was due to the equalization rate.  He asked if the Assessor was aware of this.  Ms. Osterhoudt replied that she had not been notified but would attempt to get clarification from the County. 
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Assessor for her report and stated that Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox was absent but submitted the following report:

Complaints










4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property.

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair.

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020.

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy.

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants’ attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020.

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021. Zugner appeared with attorney in court. Meeting with attorney at the property 9-9-21.

9-16-21 Meet with attorney Viviani at residence to take photos and access the interior of the house.  Court appearance set for Oct 6, 2021. Attorney asked for adjournment until  November 3, 2021 and indicated that he would help abate the violations personally.   

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.

5-18-21 file paper work for court. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021 Court informed the codes office that the court appearance letter was returned from post office. Adjourned until Oct 6, 2021.  

10-6-21 Defendants failed to show up for court. Judge set new date of November 3, 2021 and Greg Mattacola will set up a process server to serve court notice on the Defendant.

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

2-17-21  6189 W Carter Rd. Junk and Debris. Going to address in the spring when I can get a clearer picture of all that is there as most of it is buried in snow at this time. I updated the complainant as well.

4-6-21 Notice of violation written. OTR set for May 11, 2021.   





3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 6385 Rte 26. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 4-30-21. Owner working with building inspector for demolition permit.  

3-30-21 5917 Schieferstine Rd. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance and camper in disrepair. OTR set for 4-30-21.

5-18-21 court paper work filed. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021. David Schieferstine appeared in court. Trailer removed and case adjourned until Oct. 6, 2021 with a plan either abating property maintenance issues or demo structure.

10-6-21 Case dismissed as the property is in compliance at this time.  

3-30-21  5939 Rte 26. Notice of Violations written for property maintenance (owners and tenants). OTR set for 4-30-21.

5-18-21 Tenants made progress with clean up. Filed court paperwork for owners. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021. Adjourned until Oct 6, 2021. Progress has been made on painting the structure.

10-6-21 Case dismissed as the property is in compliance at this time.  

6-9-21 5396 Rte. 26. Complaint high grass and vacant property. Notice of violation written 6-10-21 with OTR set for 6-30-21 Letter came back undeliverable; House appears to be vacant.

6-29-21  5192 Tudman Rd. Complaint junked vehicles and car parts. Notice of Violation written with an order to remedy date set for July 29, 2021.

9-21-2021 Abated.

7-20-21  6107 Lowell Rd. Complaint high grass. Notice of violation for grass and property maintenance issues written 7-20-21 with OTR set for 8-20-21.

9-28-21 5223 Moore Rd. Septic Tank leaking. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 10-26-21.

9-28-21 7303 Rte. 233  Capo's. Uncontained garbage. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 10-5-21.

10-5-21 Violation abated.

10-5-21 4354 Skyline Dr. DeGroat. Re-Inspected. Violation abated and placard removed.

10-6-21 4925 Moore Rd. Violation notice written for high grass with an OTR date set for October 20, 2021.   

1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

9-14-21 4836 Rte 233  Station 233 The Simple Bar. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 9-28-21.

9-14-21 7362 East Main St. Knuckleheads. No violations.

9-21-21 7537 E South St. Milkhouse B & B. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 10-5-21.

10-5-21 Violation abated.

9-21-21 7616 E South St. Church of Annunciation. No Violations.

9-28-21 45 Seymour Ln. Borza's. No Violations.

9-28-21 7277 W Main St. Masonic Lodge. Notice of violation written with OTR set for 10-26-21.

10-5-21 6925 Rte 5. Lairdsville UMC. No Violations.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in September totaling 2216.97.

[image: image1.emf]Month Sep-21          Westmoreland Town Board: Building Permits/ Septic Systems Monthly Report

Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

9/1/21 2021-079 Hulett Jennifer 6344 Lowell Rd 301.000-1-21.11 Deck $25.00

9/1/21 2021-080 Hepler Nathan & Emily 5501 Jenkins Rd 301.000-1-1.8 Addition $75.00

9/1/21 2021-9974Hubal Robert Sr. 5532 Bartlett Rd 302-000-1-18 Area Variance $75.00

9/1/21 2021-9973Athari Mo 7356 E. Main St 302.004-2-24 Bldg Pmt/Site Plan $975.00

9/7/21 2021-081 Russell Michelle-Ptak 7599 Acee Lane 315.000-1-41 Fence $20.00

9/8/21 2021-082 Whelan Thomas 128 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-49.7 Fence $20.00

9/21/21 2021-083 Crown Castle USA 5207 Eureka Rd 302.000-1-44 Cell Upgrades $50.00

9/21/21 2021-084

Southern 

Towers, 

Inc. American Towers6064 Schieferstein Rd287.000-1-18.1/61Cell Upgrades $50.00

9/22/21 2021-085 Coogan Elisha 5831 Bartlett Rd 289.000-1-76.5 AG Pool $30.00

9/28/21 2021-086 Brough Chad/Hannah 6167 Eureka Rd 273-000-1-58.1 1 Fam, Septic/Barn $526.52

9/28/21 2021-087 Shanley William 5545 Bartlett Rd 302.000-1-6 Porch Front $25.00

9/28/21 2021-088 Klosek Tom 4125 Griffin Rd 336.000-3-2.10 Addition 1 Fam $155.45

9/28/21 Johnson Nancy 64 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-56.21 Permit Renewal $20.00

9/28/21 Johnson Nancy 64 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-56.21 Truss Symbol $20.00

9/29/21 2021-089 Scalfani Curis 6031 Route 26 287.000-2-2 Fire Repairs $75.00

9/29/21 2021-090 McEwan Sharon 6640 Daily Rd 301.000-2-8.1 2 Dormers $75.00

########


Councilperson Rundle stated that nothing seems to be getting done.  The bus is still on Bartlett Road and the neighbors are complaining to him about it.
Attorney Mattacola explained that the Dix Road case was scheduled for Court on October 6, but the defendant did not show.  The next step is to serve them in person, which is being done.  This will set a trial date.  There are specific procedures that must be followed.  The only alternative is for the Town to establish a Codes Cleanup Fund.  Money from this fund would be used to rectify problems cited on a property.  The Town would then have to sue the property owner to recover the costs, and if won, could then place a lien on the property.  The lien would not be recovered until the property is sold.

Supervisor Eisnor referred to the following Water District Report submitted by Water Plant Operator Ted Flint.
Westmoreland Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests.

· Continuing to work with NY Rural Water on mapping out our water system.

· Received 2 quotes to clean and inspect of 300,000 gallon holding tank. Waiting to see which company we are going to have perform this work.  


Tindal Corners Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig request.


Spencer Settlement Water District
· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

There was no Reading Center Report.
Attorney Mattacola asked if the Board was prepared to vote on Local Law #2 of 2021.

94 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, Seconded by Councilperson Seymour to accept Local Law #2 of 2021 as written. 
TOWN OF WESTMORELAND 

Local Law #2 of 2021

1.
Authority

Be it enacted by the Town of Westmoreland Town Board as follows: pursuant to sections 261-265 of the Town Law and section 20 of Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York, which authorize the Town Board to adopt zoning provisions that advance and protect the health, safety and welfare of the community, and, in accordance with the law of New York State, “to make provisions for, so far as conditions may permit, the accommodation of solar energy systems and equipment and access to sunlight necessary therefore.”

2. Purpose

This Local Law is adopted to amend and clarify the Local Law #4 that was passed in 2019 as to regulations for the installation and use of solar energy generating systems and equipment within the Town of Westmoreland. 

3. Amendments

A. Section 5 of Local Law #4 of 2021, “General Requirements” is hereby amended to replace 5(E) with the following:

The permitting fee for Tier 1 and Tier 2 Solar Energy Systems shall be $300.00.  The permitting fee for Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems shall be $1200.00.  Applicants for all Solar Energy Systems shall be required to pay the reviewing Board’s outside consultant fees including but not limited to legal, engineering and survey costs as part of their permit process.  

B. Section 5 of Local Law#4 of 2021, “General Requirements” is hereby amended to add a 5(F) which shall read as follows:

Any application which consists of multiple parcels/lots of land must demonstrate to the reviewing Board that all applicable parcels/lots are under one owner, either individual or a corporate entity.  Applications that contain multiple parcels/lots of land owned by multiple owners shall not be considered/approved.  

4. Effective Date

This local law shall take effect immediately subject to this law being filed with the Secretary of State in accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
 All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 
Attorney Mattacola stated the petitions for speed limit changes have been sent in.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In September, the Town Clerk’s office sold eight (8) new dog licenses  renewed forty  (40) individual dog licenses for $408.00.  Of that, $68.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $340.00.

On September 27, 2021 , eleven (11) late notices were sent out for dogs due in August 2021.  Renewal notices for sixty-seven (67) dogs due in October were sent out on September 29, 2021.

DECALS sales totaled $4,444.00 in September.  $4,199.27 was sent to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Town’s commission was $244.73.

There were three (3) marriage licenses issued in September for $120.00. The Town received $52.50 and $67.50 was sent to the New York State Department of Health.

Twenty (20) certified copies were issued for $200.00.

Seven (7) permanent handicapped parking permits and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permit were issued or renewed during the month.  

Twelve (12) building permits were issued for $1,961.97; two (2) Zoning/Planning Board referrals were initiated for $225.00 and five (5) fire inspection payments were received for $250.00.  

Communications Received:

1. NYMIR- notification of payment for Park slide.

2. Kristin Campbell, Herkimer-Oneida Counties Comprehensive Planning- updating water source protection plan.

3. New York State Department of Health- grant award notification for mapping water system.

4. NYS State Comptroller-state aid notification.

Checks Received:

1. Vandyke





































































































































































Pavilion Rental
























































































































































$     100.00

2. Michelle Dee






































































































































Pavilion Rental


























































































































































$       75.00

3. Westmoreland Court



















































































August- Fortnam













































































































































$  3,544.00

4. Metlife Auto & Home

















































































Hydrant Payment









































































































































$     923.00

5. Clark Mills FD


































































































































Fuel






























































































































































































































$     485.29

6. COCVAC


                                              Fuel



                                                             $  1,466.31

7. Allied American

                                Water Search

                                              
$       20.00

8. Stanwix Heights FD

                           Fuel

                                                              

$     223.94

9. Westmoreland FD

                             Fuel















































































                                        $  1,230.46

10. Westmoreland Town Park
              Fuel



                                                             $       75.69

11. Bank of Utica






                                                                                                        $     502.85

12. Mohawk Valley Abstract                 
Water Search

                                             
$       20.00

13. Westmoreland Court                       

August-Bowers                                          

$ 5,490.00

14. Joseph Talerico                                

Pavilion Rental

                                           $     100.00

 Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Rundle asked for advise on how to start planning the project to extend the sidewalks from knuckleheads to the Cemetery.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that Stone Road is a County Road so the first place to start is with the County Road Commissioner.  Then a letter to the residents and a Public Hearing.
Councilperson Rundle stated he is looking to close the Town Park on October 27th or 28th.

Councilperson Hebbard spoke of the situation with Little League.  He explained that the person in charge is not a resident of Westmoreland and moreover refuses to appoint a Board that is made up of Westmoreland residents.  Councilperson Hebbard is setting up a meeting to encourage this gentleman to relinquish control.  Supervisor Eisnor added they if he doesn’t, they may not have a field to play on. Discussion continued on the condition of the field.
Councilperson Seymour said he went to the Westmoreland Activities Association Fundraising BBQ.  They did a very nice job.  Councilperson Hebbard questioned the $800.00 electric bill from the pool this month and questioned what they were doing.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that they ran the pump for the month.  Councilperson Phillips asked it the pool was responsible for that bill.  Supervisor Eisnor stated he fells the Town should pay it this year because they have not been open, but next year they will be responsible for all electric bills.

Supervisor Eisnor asked if the Board was satisfied with the preliminary budget.

95 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve the Preliminary Budget for 2022.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that our water standpipe is overdue for an inspection.  Water Plant Operator Ted Flint obtained two (2) quotes.  The first from Atlantic Underwater Services, Inc. out of Lake Pleasant, NY quotes $3000.00 for cleaning and $1,500.00 for the inspection for a total of $4,500.00.  The second from Pittsburg Tank & Tower is from Henderson, KY with local affiliates, is $3,275 to clean and inspect the standpipe.  A short discussion ensued while the Board compared the quotes.
96 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to award the standpipe cleaning and inspection to Pittsburg Tank & Tower for $3,275.00.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
97 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

98 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and place on file the minutes of September 13,2021 Regular Meeting, September 14, September 20 2021 Budget Meetings as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
99  Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #180 through #200, which totals $74,124.13.  All Board members voted AYE.  Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
100 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Spencer Water District
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which totals

































































$  1,045.20

Camelot Water District



                            voucher #4


                           which totals                   $13,326.00
Tindall Water District
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 7,982.09
Westmoreland Water District                 

vouchers #55-#62
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$  1,044.17
Councilperson Phillips seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
101 Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #263- #298, which total $19,861.50.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held November 8, 2021 at 6:30pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular session.

93 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Phillips seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 6:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick, Town Clerk

