Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

September 13, 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, September 13, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Barbara Phillips, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard. Also, present was Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Officer Fred Fox ,Tax Collector Margaret Leone, , Attorney Gregory Mattacola, four (4) high school seniors and five (5) residents.  Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt was absent.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:
· The Highway Department and Seymour Excavating replaced an emergency culvert on Thieme Gulf Road 9/1/21.  A 60-foot, 4-foot round was installed as the road was caving in.

· We are putting up salt and sand preparing for winter.

· The Highway Department had 20 miles of roads striped with Seneca Striping due to a significant cost reduction rather than using Oneida County.  The cost for Oneida County is $15,400.00.  Seneca Striping billed us $8,100.00.  

Highway Superintendent Young advised the Board that another culvert pipe on Thieme Gulf Road needs to be replaced.  This pipe will be 6-feet round and will run around $20,000.00.  The Superintendent stated he would like to purchase this pipe now because it takes 6 to 8 weeks to come in.  It most likely will not be installed until next year and will require an excavator.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessor’s report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt was absent but submitted the following report:

The final roll is available in the Town Clerk’s office during regular office hours.

I will be out taking photos of properties over the rest of the summer. I drive a 2012 Grey Ford Explorer. If I am taking photos of your property and you have a question…please ask it!

Address changes for the school taxes are being sent to the school districts. If your mailing address has changed, please inform the assessment office.

Call if you have any questions or concerns and leave a message. Your call will be returned when I am in the office on Tuesday 4-8 pm. 315-853-1645 ext.8

The Supervisor asked for the Codes Report.  
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox reported:

Complaints                                                                             
     


4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrap metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with the deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property.

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice on how to proceed, either demo or repair.

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020.

1-6-20 Owner currently living in a placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy.

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. The Defendant's attorney asked for the case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection at the end of December 2020.

1-27-21 Still waiting for court appearance. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021

4-23-20 4852 State Rte 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20  Violation notices with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up an application for a fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with the Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has no insurance on the house.

5-18-21 file paperwork for court. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021   

10-27-20  6304 Rte 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20. Working with Hubbert Prichard to resolve the issue.

12-1-20 demo permit application turned in.  

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

2-17-21  6189 W Carter Rd. Junk and Debris. Going to address in the spring when I can get a clearer picture of all that is there as most of it is buried in snow at this time. I updated the complainant as well.

4-6-21 Notice of violation written. OTR set for May 11, 2021.                                      


3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 6385 Rte 26. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 4-30-21. Owner working with building inspector for demolition permit.  

3-30-21 5917 Schieferstine Rd. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance and camper in disrepair. OTR set for 4-30-21.

5-18-21 court paperwork filed. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021.

3-30-21  5939 Rte 26. Notice of Violations written for property maintenance (owners and tenants). OTR set for 4-30-21.

5-18-21 Tenants made progress with cleaning up. Filed court paperwork for owners. Court appearance scheduled for Sept 1, 2021.

4-27-21 7398 Cider St. Car struck garage causing damage. Notice of Violation written. OTR set for 5-31-21. Owner working with building inspector for a permit.  

5-4-21 6361 Rt. 26. Tenant complaint regarding windows not functioning properly. Spoke with the owner. OTR set for June 1, 2021. June 2, 2021 Owner stated eviction is in progress, tenants should be out mid-July. Extended to August 2, 2021 for follow up.  

6-9-21 5396 Rte. 26. Complaint about high grass and vacant property. Notice of violation written 6-10-21 with OTR set for 6-30-21 Letter came back undeliverable; House appears to be vacant.

6-16-21  5223 Moore Rd. Complaint about high grass. Notice of violation written 6-18-21 with OTR set for 7-7-21.

7-13-21 Violation abated.  

6-29-21  5192 Tudman Rd. Complaint junked vehicles and car parts. Notice of Violation written with an order to remedy date set for July 29, 2021.

7-20-21  6107 Lowell Rd. Complaint about high grass. Notice of violation for grass and property maintenance issues written 7-20-21 with OTR set for 8-20-21.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in April.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

8/3/21 2021-9979 Delp Kathleen 6470 St. Rt. 5 325.000-1-55 Sp. Pmt. Storage $25.00

8/3/21 2021-9978 Acee Ron 4879 Stop 7 Rd. 315.000-1-30.4 Site Plan $150.00

8/3/21 2021-9977 Acee Simon 4852 Stop 7 Rd. 315.000-1-82.2 Site Plan $150.00

8/3/21 2021-68 Circle K Nice & Easy 7296 W. Main St. 302.004-1-37 New Tanks/Pumps $50.00

8/4/21 2021-69 Pastorella  Jeffrey 6623 Lowell Rd. 301.000-2-14.16 Pole Barn $57.60

8/4/21 2021-9976 Whittemore James 5711 Rt. 26 287.000-2-36 Truss ID $20.00

8/4/21 2021-70 Webb Gary 5276 Rte 233  302-004-2-59 Deck $25.00

8/10/21 2021-9975 CNY Vet Ginger House Med 15 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-56.13 Septic Fee $30.00

8/10/21 2021-71 Hulett Jennifer 6344 Lowell Road 301.000-2-21.11 Fence $20.00

8/11/21 2021-72 Garrett Shirley 6775 O'Brien Rd 289.000-1-42 Pole Barn $153.60

8/18/21 2021-73 Dizdarevic Zlatko 7537 St. Rt. 5 327.000-6-20.1 Det Garage $75.00

8/18/21 2021-74 Storey Kim 6020 Eureka Rd 288.000-1-28 Garage Addition $153.00

8/24/21 2021-75 Cleveland Christopher 4342 Day Rd 313.000-1-26.6 1 fam Septic $317.96

8/25/21 2021-76 Dodson William 5930 St. Rt. 26 287.000-2-13 Pool Deck $25.00

8/31/21 2021-051A America Maria  4805 Dean's Hwy 313.000-1-30.18 Renewal Fence Permit $20.00

8/31/21 2021-77 Hunt  M. Rebecca 4487 Thieme Gulf 326.000-1-2.2 Shed $40.00

8/31/21 2021-78 Dackowsky John A. Jr. 4881 Creaser Rd 314.000-2-23 Fence $20.00

$1,332.16


Councilperson Rundle asked for an update on the Dix Road case.  Codes Officer Fox explained that the court hearing notice was sent to the wrong address.  Because the defendants did not receive timely notice, the case has been pushed back to October 6. 2021.

Supervisor Eisnor referred to the following Water District Report submitted by Water Plant Operator Ted Flint.
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests.

· Currently working with NY Rural Water on mapping out our water system. We will be spending all day (September 17th) working on locating difficult shut offs & curb boxes. 

· Waiting for a quote from Pittsburg Tower to clean and inspect the 300,000-gallon holding tank. This has not been performed in quite some time and I want to make sure that the tank is still in good shape. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· A fire hydrant at the corner of South Street & Stop 7 road was hit during a car accident and knocked off. This hydrant is being replaced on September 9th along with installing a hydrant shut-off. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly & quarterly sampling requirements – one monthly sample came back coliform positive. Had to do 3 repeat samples and all 3 came back negative. 
There was no Reading Center Report.
Attorney Mattacola stated that he been working on Zoning cases with the Planning/Zoning Board. The Attorney also informed the Board that 2 minor changes have been requested to the Solar Law.  The first will require solar farm applications to be on one parcel or if multiple parcels then all have common ownership such as an incorporation or LLC.
The second, will increase the fees on Solar Permits to $300.00 for a Tier 1 or Tier 2 application and $1,200.00 for a Tier 3 application.  These permits are extremely time consuming for the Codes Officer, the Planning/Zoning Board and the Attorney. 
Discussion continued on fee applications.  A Public Hearing will be held at 6:15 pm on October 11, 2021 for public input on these changes.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In August, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses and renewed sixty (60) individual dog licenses for $508.00.  Of that, $83.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $425.00. 

On August 10, 2021 , twenty-four (24) late notices were sent out for dogs due in July 2021.  Renewal notices for thirty-nine (39) dogs due in September were sent out on August 30, 2021.

DECALS sales totaled $3,496.00 in August.  $3,336.70 was sent to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Town’s commission was $159.30.

There were two (2) marriage licenses issued in August for $80.00. The Town received $35.00 and $45.00 was sent to the New York State Department of Health. 

Thirty-five (35) certified copies were issued for $350.00, and one (1) peddler permit was issued for $50.00.

Seven (7) permanent handicapped parking permits and one (1) temporary handicapped parking permit were issued or renewed during the month.  

Fourteen (14) building permits were issued for $1,007.16.00; one (1) storage permit was issued for $25.00 and two (2) Zoning/Planning Board referrals were initiated for $300.00.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Beverly Merriman, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Slocum Dickson Medical Group- notice of occupational health services provided by Slocum Dickson.

2. NYS Association of Towns- notification of 2022 membership dues.

3. NYS Department of Transportation- results of speed limit study on Cider Street.

4. NYS Department of State-population results for Westmoreland from 2020 census.

5. Comp Alliance- notice of loyalty award.

Checks Received:
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$    1,966.67 
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$    2,325.39

3. County of Oneida

































































































2nd Quarter Sales Tax


















































































$436,168.34 

4. County of Oneida
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$  78,192.23 

5. Susan Cieri
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$          75.00

6. COCVAC





























































































































































Fuel

































































































































































































$     4,079.20

7. MVWA



































































































































































Water Re-levy 2020

































































































$   15,261.42

8. Alicia Koch
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$        100.00

9. Charter Communications
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$   21,223.74

10. Westmoreland Cemetery
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$         141.79


11. Stanwix Heights FD
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$           94.91
Councilperson Seymour asked the Clerk if any determination was received on lowering the speed limit on Cider Street.  The Clerk replied that the determination was received and the speed limit was reduced to 45mph.
 Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Hebbard spoke of the accident on E. South Street and French Road.  The Councilperson stated that there have been numerous accidents at that intersection over the years and he has initiated a petition to install a 4-way stop at the intersection, as well as to lower the speed limit on East South Street from NYS Route 233 to 30 mph and to lower the speed limit on French Road from the intersection to the Town line to 30 mph. He presented the petition to the Town Attorney.
Attorney Mattacola added that a petition was also received from the residents of Tindall Manor asking for the speed limit to be reduced to 20mph.

84 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to accept the petition submitted by Councilperson Hebbard to reduced the speed limit on E. South Street and French Road and install a four-way stop at the intersection.  Councilpersons Seymour, Phillips, Rundle and Supervisor Eisnor voted AYE.  Councilperson Hebbard abstained.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.
85 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to accept the petition submitted by the residents of Tindall Manor to reduce the speed limit to 20mph.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.  
Councilperson Rundle has been in touch with a Scout Master who has members aspiring to become Eagle Scouts.  The Scout Master was very interested in using the refurbishing of our fire hydrants as an Eagle Scout project.  This project will probably take place in the Spring.

The Supervisor wants to re-evaluate the fees charged for permits.  These have not been evaluated in some time.  He will be working with the Codes Officer to determine which fees need to be adjusted.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the Westmoreland Activities Association will be holding a chicken barbeque at the Pool on October 2, 2021 from 10am to 4pm.  They will also be selling memberships.

Councilperson Phillips asked if the leak had been repaired, Supervisor Eisnor replied not yet. 

The Supervisor advised the Board that the shared services agreement with the County was received.

86 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to authorize the Supervisor and Highway Superintendent to sign the Shared Services Agreement with the County.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 
 87 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

88 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of August 9, 2021 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
89  Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #155 through #179, which totals $70,460.65.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  Councilpersons Rundle, Hebbard and Phillips and Supervisor Eisnor voted AYE, Councilperson Seymour abstained.  Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
90 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Westmoreland Water District                 

vouchers #55-#62
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$14,193.70
Tindall Water District
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7,360.69
Spencer Water District
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$    228.00

Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
91 Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #229- #262, which total $25,373.78.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 
92 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to authorize the Highway Superintendent to purchase sand from Poland Sand and Gravel.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the Budget meetings will begin on September 12, 2021 at 6:00pm and the next Regular Meeting will be held October 11, 2021 at 6:30pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular session.

93 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 7:09 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick, Town Clerk

