Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

July 12, 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, July 12, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Barbara Phillips, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard. Also, present was Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Codes Officer Fred Fox, Attorney Gregory Mattacola, one (1) high school senior and one (1) resident.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
There being no one wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:
· All roadwork is complete (4.2 miles).  
· CHIPS paperwork has been submitted totaling $215,966.38. 

· Banners were put up for the school.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for hanging the schools’ banners in the middle of his road work.

Councilperson Hebbard commented that people are still putting brush out even though the pick-up is officially over.  Highway Superintendent Young acknowledged  and replied that the Highway Department will pick-up again next week.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessor’s report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:
The final roll is available in the Town Clerk’s office during regular office hours.

I will be out taking photos of properties over the spring and summer. I drive a 2012 Grey Ford Explorer. If I am taking photos of your property and you have a question…please ask it!  Call if you have any questions or concerns and leave a message. Your call will be returned when I am in the office on Tuesday 4-8 pm. 315-853-8001 ext.8

The Supervisor asked the Assessor how her Clerk was working out?  Assessor Osterhoudt stated that she is very happy with her work.  She completes everything asked of her and is not afraid to take the initiative to complete a task.

The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for her report, and asked for the Codes Report.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox reported:

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.…) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants’ attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020. 

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. 

4-23-20 4852 State Rte 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20  Violation notices with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.

5-18-21 file paper work for court.   

10-27-20  6304 Rte 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20. Working with Hubbert Prichard to resolve the issue. 

12-1-20 demo permit application turned in.  

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

2-17-21  6189 W Carter Rd. Junk and Debris. Going to address in the spring when I can get a clearer picture of all that is there as most of it is buried in snow at this time. I updated the complainant as well.

4-6-21 Notice of violation written. OTR set for May 11, 2021.   





3-30-21 7383 E Main St. Fire. Notice of Violation and Placard for fire damaged building (The Grange) on 3-29-21. OTR set for 4-30-21. Extended until 5-31-21.

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 6385 Rte 26. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 4-30-21. Owner working with building inspector for demolition permit.  

3-30-21 5917 Schieferstine Rd. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance and camper in disrepair. OTR set for 4-30-21. 

5-18-21 court paper work filed

3-30-21  5939 Rte 26. Notice of Violations written for property maintenance (owners and tenants). OTR set for 4-30-21.

5-18-21 Tenants made progress with clean up. Filed court paperwork for owners. 

4-27-21 7398 Cider St. Car struck garage causing damage. Notice of Violation written. OTR set for 5-31-21. Owner working with building inspector for a permit.  

5-4-21 6361 Rt. 26. Tenant complaint regarding windows not functioning properly. Spoke with owner. OTR set for June 1, 2021. June 2, 2021 Owner stated eviction is in progress, tenants should be out mid-July. Extended to August 2, 2021 for follow up.  

6-9-21 5396 Rte. 26. Complaint high grass and vacant property. Notice of violation written 6-10-21 with OTR set for 6-30-21 Letter came back undeliverable; House appears to be vacant. 

6-16-21  5223 Moore Rd. Complaint high grass. Notice of violation written 6-18-21 with OTR set for 7-7-21. 

6-29-21  5192 Tudman Rd. Complaint junked vehicles and car parts. Notice of Violation written with an order to remedy date set for July 29, 2021. 
Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in April.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

6/1/21 2021-9983 Ptak-Russell Michelle 7599 Accee Lane 315.000-0-41 Area Variance $75.00

6/1/21 2021-044 Briggs Matthew 6288 Skinner Road 301.000-2-53.2 Rear Deck/Pool $25.00

6/1/21 2021-045 Kovacs Barbara 7248 W. Main St. 302.004-1-28 Porch Repair $25.00

6/1/21 2021-046 Valentine Helena 7398 Cider St. 303.00-1-66.5 Repair Damage $75.00

6/2/21 2021-047 Seymour Burt St. 4836 Route 233 315.000-1-81.1 Outdoor Bar $75.00

6/2/21 2021-048 GregTech Inc. 7362 E. Main St. 302.004-2-23 Deck Entrance Prep $118.65

6/4/21 2021-049 Poczatek Mary-John 6709 Lowell Road 302.000-2-1.3 1 Family Septic $321.00

6/8/21 2021-050 Corteaux Barry 5776 Route 26 287.000-2-43 Demo Garage $50.00

6/8/21 2021-051 Kessler Dale-Lorraine 6403 Dix Road 273.000-1-16 Pole Barn $288.00

6/8/21 2021-052 White Terry 6537 Dix Road 273.000-2-15.1 Pole Barn $172.80

6/9/21 2021-053 Nimey Luke 4791 Route 233 314.000-1-56.2 Remove Fire Alarm N/C

6/9/21 2021-054 Mestrovac Sadeta 6847 W. Carter Road 289.000-1-11 Enlarge Front Porch $25.00

6/9/21 2021-055 Buneo Elizabeth 7595 Cider Street 303.000-1-11.10 A.G. Pool $30.00

6/15/21 2021-056 Jasewicz Edward 7569 Humphrey Road 303.000-1-16.14 I.G. Pool $60.00

6/16/21 2021-057 Murphy Brian 4333 Skyline Drive 325.000-1-50.5 Accessory Bldg $62.70

6/22/21 2021-058 Hapton Lodge #347 7383 E. Main Street 302.004-1-14 Demolition $50.00

6/29/21 2021-059 Muhlebeck Jonathan 6216 Bartlett Road 274.000-1-20 A.G. Pool $30.00

6/29/21 2021-060 Stubba Kaitlyn 5720 Route 233 289.000-2-45 Septic $75.00

6/30/21 2021-9982 Whelan Thomas 128 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-49.7 Area Variance $75.00

$1,633.15


Supervisor Eisnor spoke briefly on an issue with a property in Lowell that was blown way out of proportion.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fox agreed and stated he has already spoken with the owner and straightened everything out.
Councilperson Rundle spoke of the burnt house on Dix Road.  Councilperson Rundle stated the owner is now moving articles on to the property and has not cleaned up the residue from the fire.  Councilperson Rundle stated he is tired of waiting and will seek legal Council on how to proceed.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Codes Officer and referred to the following Water District Report submitted by Water Plant Operator Ted Flint.

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests.

· Still working on getting quotes for an internal water tank inspection. It’s been over 5 years since our last inspection. (Waiting for 2nd quote)

· Hydrant flushing will be done over 4 weekends because of the high-water usage and the summer draw down on the wells. 

· It looks like we may be getting or water system mapping paid for by the state. I received an email from Jamie Herman from Rural Water that the NYSDOH is adding Westmoreland to their mapping grant for the program year Aug 1, 2021 – July 31, 2022. I will be working with Rural Water’s Tech Assistance Provider on Sunday 7/11 to show him our distribution system and discuss how much locating work will be required to develop our mapping.

· Received a phone call from Burt Seymour in regards to adding onto the Seymour Water District on Seymour Lane. Burt started adding onto the system without approval from the Town or Health Department. He still doesn’t have approval for the first extension from the D.E.C. This will need to be discussed in detail before permission is given to allow this additional extension.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig request. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

There was no Reading Center Report.

Attorney Gregory Mattacola reported:


Local Law #1 of 2021 has been filed with the State.  He will now start working on the nuisance law.

Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In June, the Town Clerk’s office sold four (4) new dog licenses renewed forty-three (43) individual dog licenses for $330.00.  Of that, $55.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $275.00. 

On June 16, 2021, eighteen (18) late notices were sent out for dogs due in May 2021.  Renewal notices for sixty-two (52) dogs due in July were sent out on June 30, 2021.

DECALS sales totaled $145.00 in May.  $136.98 was sent to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Town’s commission was $8.02.

There were five (5) marriage licenses issued in June totaling $200.00. The Town received $87.50 and $112.50 was sent to the New York State Department of Health. 

Two (2) certified copies were issued for $20.00.

Six (6) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Sixteen (16) building permits were issued for $1,408.15; four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00; one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00 and two (2) Zoning/Planning Board referrals were initiated for $150.00.  

Communications Received:

1. Westmoreland Codes Dept- notice of unsafe building.

2. Pinsky Law Group- seminar on Municipal employees and legalized marijuana.
3. NYS Department of Transportation- speed limit study on Cider Street.
4. Integrated Systems- security system sales.
Checks Received:

1. Oneida County


1st Quarter Sales Tax

$   349,718.23

2. Bank of Utica


Interest



$          502.85

3. Christina Pestar


Pavilion Rental


$          100.00

4. Stanwix Heights FD

Fuel-May


$          102.56

5. Robert Elmer


Pavilion Rental


$            75.00

6. Westmoreland Court

May-Bowers


$       2,955.00

7. Charter Communications

Franchise Fee


$     19,740.12

8. Jenile Seelman


Pavilion Rental


$          100.00

9. E-Z Riders



Fuel



$          159.48 

10. Jessica Dearmond


Pavilion Rental


$            75.00
 

11. Westmoreland Court

May- Ossont


$       2,975.00

12. Westmoreland FD 

Fuel-April


$          741.80


13. Westmoreland FD


W.C. Annual Assessment
$       1,034.48

14. Lee Webb



Pavilion Rental


$            75.00

15. Northeast Performance Inc.
Culvert Pipe Install

$          600.00

16. Westmoreland Union Cem.
Reimbursement- stone

$       1,378.12

17. Westmoreland Town Park

Fuel



$            76.89

 Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Phillips thanked the Board for having ten seedlings planted in a National Forest in her father’s memory.  She showed the Board the Certificate she received.
Councilperson Seymour stated he saw a complaint on Facebook regarding an abandoned house, but no address was given.
Councilperson Seymour also spoke of the Reading Center and what a wonderful job Sarah Klein and Anne Daniello are doing there.   Tax Collector Margaret Leone added that her daughter did a project for school at the Reading Center and both Anne and Sarah were wonderful in helping her daughter.

Councilperson Hebbard stated that the softball field is in dire need of repair.  The field will be rototilled again and then dragged.  Hopefully this will alleviate the problem.
Councilperson Hebbard advised that the bee problem at the Town Park has lessened some, but are still around.  He feels the Board should wait until fall  to consider installing soffits and facia board in the pavilions.   
Councilperson Rundle stated that the fields are very soft due to all the rain and it is difficult to get on to mow.  The Park is very busy and the pavilions are full every weekend.
Councilperson Rundle added that a thank you should be sent to Pat Lashen for building the bee traps for the park.

Councilperson Rundle inquired about stone and oil for the driveway at the park.  Supervisor Eisnor suggested getting a quote to hot pave the driveway.  Highway Superintendent Young will attempt to get a quote.

Councilperson Rundle asked to purchase two (2) fake owls for the pavilions in an effort to keep the pigeons out.

Supervisor Eisnor reminded the Bord that the Wetlands Study meeting is July 27. 2021 at 6:00 pm.
The Supervisor stated that Rising Stars is for sale and the school is interested in buying it.

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that our sales tax revenues are back on tract, meaning the total amount due is being sent in one check.
Fire Chief Jeff Grube asked the Board to pass a law regarding a rotation list of tow trucks to be call at accidents.  Supervisor Eisnor stated he wanted to table this subject until he could research the legality of the Town Board initiating such a law.

Supervisor Eisnor received an e-mail regarding the legalization of Marijuana retail stores in New York State.  The author was questioning the Boards opinion on the matter and wondered if a moratorium would be put in place.

Supervisor Eisnor had hoped that Justice Ossont would be present at tonight’s meeting, but Justice Ossont had a prior engagement.  He wanted to thank Justice Ossont for his impressive 28 years of service as Town Justice for the Town of Westmoreland.

Supervisor Eisnor has Justice Ossont books to audit and asked the Board to come in on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 6:00 pm to audit those books.  All Board members agreed. 

Supervisor Eisnor announced that out health insurance premiums will be going up 3.95% next year.  He added that the Town will by supplementing the same amount as this year.
72 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve and place on file the 
Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

73 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and place on file the minutes of June 14, 2021 , Public Hearing and June 14, 2021, Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
74 Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #166- #198, which total $13,801.75.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 
75 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #112 through #132, which totals $363,492.41.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
76 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:
Westmoreland Water District    
vouchers #42-#47

which totals

$5,744.07

Spencer Water District


vouchers #12


which totals

$   522.60

Camelot Water District


vouchers #3


which totals

$16,461.90



Councilperson Phillips seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held July 12, 2021 at 6:30pm and a special audit of Justice Ossont books will be held June 20, 2021 at 6:00 pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Ted Flint, Water Plant Operator stated that he met with NY Rural Water to start the process of mapping our water system.  This process costs around $3,800.00.  Mr. Flint is working with NYRW to obtain a grant to cover this cost.  Mr. Flint stated that he has to map out as many shut offs, valves, curb stops and hydrants as he can find.  Then starting is September, NYRW will attempt to locate the rest and place everything on the computer.  Mr. Flint explained that by using this system, whoever is in charge of the water system will know where everything is.
Mr. Flint went on to say the he received a call from Burt Seymour Sr. asking Mr. Flint to come and inspect the water line extension.  Mr. Flint advised the Board that this was the first he had heard from Mr. Seymour Sr and according to the Board minutes; Mr. Flint was supposed to inspect every connection made.  Mr. Flint stated that he spoke with Mr. Seymour’s’ engineer, Don Eyre who advised him that Mr. Seymour does not have approval from the Health Department or the DEC for this extension.  When asked, Mr. Seymour stated that he purchased the pipe and had to get it in.
Councilperson Rundle asked Mr. Flint how many hydrants the Town had.  Mr. Flint replied around 65.  Councilperson Rundle would like to engage the Eagle Scouts to clean and repaint the hydrants.

Councilperson Hebbard asked about the status of the hydrant by the pumphouse that was hit.  Mr. Flint indicated that it was actually a hit and run, but one of the Coaches got a picture of her vehicle.  We have submitted a claim to the owners’ insurance but have not heard anything back. 
There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular session.

77 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 7:07pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick, Town Clerk

