Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

June 14. 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, June 14, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard. Also, present was Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Tax Collector Margaret Leone, Codes Officer Fred Fox, Justice Keith Bowers  and five (5) residents.  Barbara Phillips and Attorney Mattacola were absent
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Justice Keith Bowers addressed the Board regarding the current situation in the Justice Court.  Justice Bowers acknowledged Justice Ossont resignation and the Boards intent of appointing Steven Fortnum as interim Justice.   Justice Bowers asked how long Mr. Fortnum appointment will be and what the Board intends to do when that appointment expires.
Supervisor Eisnor explained that Mr. Fortnum term will be from July 1st through December 21, 2021.  At the present time, the board has no other candidates for the Justice position.

Justice Bowers asked the Board if they intended to reinstate his full salary, and if they intended to hire another Court Clerk for Mr. Fortnum.  Justice Bowers stated that his Clerk; Louise Snyder; is concerned about being able to process the cases of both Judges.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked Justice Bowers for his comments and stated his questions will be answered after discussion with legal counsel.

Elizabeth Green, Rt 233 asked the Board if the Town Poll will be opening this year.  Supervisor Eisnor told her he was not sure.  Another leak was discovered at the pool last year and to date they have not been able to locate it.  Scott Tarkowski, President of the Westmoreland Summer Activities Association recently purchased leak detection equipment.  Water Plant Operator, Ted Flint will be helping them find leak.
There being no one else wishing to address the Board, Supervisor Eisnor reconvened to the regular session and asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:
· The Highway Department has mowed the town for the first time.  
· We’ve begun road work and are hoping to add another road if possible. 

· Poland Sand has been delivering as they are trying to get it in before fuel goes out of sight.

· Brush pick-up is over unless we have a storm.

· Union Cemetery is almost complete.  They are very happy with the job.
Supervisor Eisnor asked Superintendent Young about the banners for the high school seniors.  Superintendent Young replied that they are all up.

The Highway Superintendent informed the Board that all our paving was completed today.

Highway Superintendent Young advised the Board that he obtained a quote for a new plow truck for next year.  The truck is a Mack and is $120,000.00, the plow, wing and box is an additional $108,840.00 for a total of $228,840.00.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Highway Superintendent for his report and asked for the Assessor’s report.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:
The Town of Westmoreland has a new equalization rate of 53%. It was 58% in 2020. What this means is that the Town is now assessing properties at 53% of full market value. Your taxes are based on your assessed value and that doesn’t change. What changes is the market value (the price you would expect to sell your property for).

I will be out taking photos of properties over the spring and summer. I drive a 2012 Grey Ford Explorer. If I am taking photos of your property and you have a question…please ask it!
Supervisor asked the Assessor to explain the equalization rate calculation.  Assessor Osterhoudt explained that the State takes a sampling of the region and bases the equalization rate on the current market value.  Because the assessment on a property does not change, but the market value does, the equalization rate is either raised or lowered.  Right now, the housing market is at an all time high, it is what is forcing our equalization rate down. 
The Supervisor thanked the Assessor for her report, and asked for the Codes Report.
Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox reported:

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants’ attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020. 

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. 

4-23-20 4852 State Rte 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20  Violation notices with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.

5-18-21 file paper work for court.   

10-27-20  6304 Rte 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20. Working with Hubbert Prichard to resolve the issue. 

12-1-20 demo permit application turned in.  

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

2-17-21  6189 W Carter Rd. Junk and Debris. Going to address in the spring when I can get a clearer picture of all that is there as most of it is buried in snow at this time. I updated the complainant as well.

4-6-21 Notice of violation written. OTR set for May 11, 2021.   





3-30-21 7383 E Main St. Fire. Notice of Violation and Placard for fire damaged building (The Grange) on 3-29-21. OTR set for 4-30-21. Extended until 5-31-21.

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 6385 Rte 26. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 4-30-21. Owner working with building inspector for demolition permit.  

3-30-21 5917 Schieferstine Rd. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance and camper in disrepair. OTR set for 4-30-21. 

5-18-21 court paper work filed

3-30-21  5939 Rte 26. Notice of Violations written for property maintenance (owners and tenants). OTR set for 4-30-21.

5-18-21 Tenants made progress with clean up. Filed court paperwork for owners. 

4-21-21 5354 Rte 233 Dollar General. Notice of Violation written for cooler and electrical problems. OTR set for 5-21-21.

6-2-21 Violations abated.  

4-27-21 7398 Cider St. Car struck garage causing damage. Notice of Violation written. OTR set for 5-31-21. Owner working with building inspector for a permit.  

5-4-21 6361 Rt. 26. Tenant complaint regarding windows not functioning properly. Spoke with owner. OTR set for June 1, 2021. June 2, 2021 Owner stated eviction is in progress, tenants should be out mid-July. Extended to August 2, 2021 for follow up.  

6-2-21 4673 Dean's Hwy. Complaint regarding out buildings and fencing. Property in Agricultural District. No violations to report at this time.  

6-9-21 5396 Rte. 26. Complaint high grass and vacant property. Notice of violation written 6-10-21 with OTR set for 6-30-21

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in April.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

5/4/21 2021-031 Circle K 7296 W. Main St. 302.004-1-37 Int. Renovation $176.18

5/4/21 2021-032 Bustos Gary 6971 W. South St. 314.000-2-58 Barn Addition N/C

5/5/21 2021-9985 Iceland Prop 6129 Route 233 274.000-2-27.4 Siteplan Mod $150.00

5/5/21 2021-9984 Vaccaro Tony 5983 Route 233 289.000-2-1.1 Truss 10 $20.00

5/11/21 2021-033 Moyer Jeffrey 4560 Route 233 327.000-6-45.3 Addition 960sf $144.00

5/11/21 2021-034 Baker Joe/Veronica 7703 Stone Road 303.000-1-28.4 Pool Deck $25.00

5/11/21 2021-035 Topeka Vincent 6939 Norton Ave 326.000-2-28 AG Pool $30.00

5/12/21 2021-036 Sprague Pamela 7166 E Carter Rd 289.000-2-34.1 Rear Deck $25.00

5/12/21 2021-037 Allen Tim NYS Rte 233 315.000-1-80.4 Alterations $75.00

5/18/21 2021-038 Seymour Burt Sr. 14 Martin Drive 327.000-6-18 Wheelchair Ramp $25.00

5/18/21 2021-039 Donley Kirk 5093 Stop 7 Rd 315.000-1-14 Acessory Bldg. $40.00

5/18/21 2021-041 Gigliotti Vincent 6185 Route 233 274.000-141.2 Storage Unit Bldg $540.00

5/18/21 2021-041 Sidway Cindy/Doug 6095 Route 26 273.000-1-64 AG Pool $30.00

5/18/21 2021-042 Fay Robin 4515 Deans Hwy 325.000-1-58.2 AG Pool $30.00

5/19/21 2021-043 Bonner  Kelly 5323 Jenkins Rd 301.000-1-40.2 Pavilion $40.00

$1,350.18


Councilperson Rundle spoke of the houses at 6212 Bartlett Road.  Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox stated that the owner was brought to Court but did not show, he currently has outstanding fines with the Court.  There is nothing more to do now other than start the whole process over.
Water Plant Operator, Ted Flint submitted the following Water Report for April.
Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Completed PFOA, PFOS & 1,4 Dioxane quarterly sampling requirements. Waiting results.

· Performed numerous UFPO dig requests.

· Water shut-off was replaced inside a house on Rte 233 in front of Middle School.

· Still working on getting quotes for an internal water tank inspection. It’s been over 5 years since our last inspection. 

· Semiannual hydrant flushing will begin in June. 

· Working with Jamie Herman with NY Rural Water in getting out water system mapped. This was supposed to be started last year but was cancelled because of COVID. Trying to get this paid for by the state. Received a quote last year for $3600 to have it completed. Every water main shut off, curb box and fire hydrant will be GPS mapped. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig request. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that Ted Flint made him aware of a PFAS cost recovery action undertaken by the National Rural Water.  It is an opportunity for us to recover some expenses for testing and treatment of our water associated with PFAS contamination.  Attorney Mattacola looked over the paperwork and said that we may be awarded something, or we may not.
62 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to authorize the signing of the legal agreement to join the PFAS Cost Recovery Program.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
There was no Attorney’s report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In May, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses  renewed forty-four (44) individual dog licenses and one (1) purebred license for $434.00.  Of that, $94.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $340.00. 

On May 13, 2021 , eighteen (18) late notices were sent out for dogs due in April 2021.  Renewal notices for fifty-one (51) dogs due in June were sent out on May 25, 2021.

DECALS sales totaled $505.00 in May.  $493.91 was sent to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Town’s commission was $11.09.

There were no marriage licenses issued in May.  

Twenty-two (22) certified copies were issued for $220.00.

Nine (9) permanent and three (3) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Fourteen (14) building permits were issued for $1,200.18; one (1) fire inspection payments were received for $50.00 and one (1) Zoning/Planning Board referrals were initiated for $150.00.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Beverly Merriman, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Department of Environmental Conservation- final notice for SPEDES permit renewal.

2. Ted Flint- request to NYSDOH for mapping services of water districts
3. Association of Towns- corona virus fiscal recovery fund fact sheet.
Checks Received:

1. COCVAC



Fuel- February



$       3,717,29

2. Oneida County







$   109,151.00

3. Clinton Collision


Reimbursement for damages

$          967.16

4. Kelly Kennedy


Culvert Pipe Install


$          300.00

5. Geico Insurance


Payment for Truck Damage

$       2,512.43

6. Westmoreland Court

April-Bowers



$       2,293.00 

7. Westmoreland Court

April- Ossont



$       4,848.00

8. Westmoreland FD 

Fuel-March



$          614.85


9. Westmoreland FD

2nd Quarter Workers


$       3,484.00

10. John Nolan


Culvert Pipe Install


$          300.00

11. 




Culvert Pipe Install


$          300.00

12. Stanwix Heights FD

Fuel- April



$            75.44

13. Stanwix Heights FD

Fuel- Nov. 2020



$            70.24

14. Tamara Danyew


Pavilion Rental



$            75.00

 Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Clerk for her report.
Councilperson Seymour Reading Center Clerk is doing a wonderful job,  The Facebook page is exploding.  She has already started with some Summer Programs.
Councilperson Hebbard sadly announced that there will not be a Summer Park Program.  The guidelines that came out in may mandating COVID testing, masks and COVID tracing made it impossible to comply.  He is looking forward to next year.
Councilperson Hebbard spoke of the Food Bank Day at the Annunciation Church in Clark Mills.  Cars were lined up down South Street and French Road.  It is creating a dangerous situation and he is going to call the Sherriff’s Department to ask for traffic control for the next Food Bank Day.

Councilperson Hebbard stated there is a bee problem at the Town Park.  They have been identified as carpenter bees and, they love wood. He would like The Board to consider installing soffits and facia board in the Pavilions.   For the time being, his friend; Pat Lashen; has made and donated four (4) carpenter bee traps for the park.
Councilperson Rundle stated that the bee traps are up. The Park is very busy.
Supervisor Eisnor announced that graduation is Friday, June 18th.  The school will be having fireworks again this year, this time over the football field.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that the school is having a wetlands study done on June 27th at 6:00pm.  He asked if anyone would be available to attend.  Councilpersons Rundle, Hebbard and Seymore as well as Highway Superintendent Young all agreed to go. 

Supervisor Eisnor presented the Board with Justice Steven Ossont resignation letter.

63 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to accept the resignation letter of Steven Ossont as Court Justice effective June 30, 2021.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried. 2
64 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to appoint Steven Fortum at interim Justice, from July 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021.  All Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
65 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adopt Local Law #1 of 2021 with the following changes:


In each of sections 5,6 and 7 change the square footage 

From 
500 ft 

to 400 ft

            1,000 ft

to 1200 ft

            1,800 ft

to 2400 ft and

            3,500 ft

to 4,000 ft
And…….In each of Sections 5, 6, and 7 change the maximum height requirement
 




From 20 ft

to 25 ft

And in section 180-66 change the timing on the flashing signs
              From 30 secs

to 15 secs

All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

65 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the 
Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

66 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle seconded by Councilperson Hebbard, to approve and place on file the minutes of May 10, 2021  Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that the Town has not yet received our 1st quarter Sales Tax Check.  We were notified however, that the check will be for the full amount we are due.

67 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #133- #165, which total $13,493.28.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 
68 Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:
Tindall Water District


vouchers #8-#11

which totals

$7,460.69
Westmoreland Water District    
vouchers #34-#41

which totals

$2,319.21

Spencer Water District


vouchers #9-#11

which totals

$   328.00



Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
69 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #98 through #111, which totals $51,801.78.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held July 12, 2021 at 6:30pm.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the meeting to allow comments from the floor.

Richard Storey, Rt 233 asked if our sales tax money from 2020 was up or down.  Supervisor Eisnor replied that it was down about $100,000.00.  Mr. Storey asked if the first quarter of 2021will be up or down.  The Supervisor stated that we have no way to determine this as the state has not released any numbers yet.

Ronald Champney, asked why the Town only received one bid for a new plow truck.  The Supervisor stated that it is a State Bid, which means the state has contracted with the manufacturer to give the lowest possible price.

Rhonda Twiss, Lowell Road asked why the Town can’t dig out her ditch.  It was explained that Lowell Road is a County Road.  The Town is not under contract with the County to do their ditching.  
There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular session.

70 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 7:03pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick, Town Clerk

