Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

April 12. 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, April12, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Barbara Phillips, Burton Seymour and Randy Rundle. Councilperson Charles Hebbard was absent. Also present was Attorney Mattacola, Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt, Highway Superintendent Russell Young, Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox , Tax Collector Margaret Leone, and three (3) residents. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. The Supervisor then recessed the regular meeting to allow comments from the floor.
Kara Smith, president of AYSO Soccer addressed the Board stating that AYSO has games scheduled starting April 26, 2021 and was requesting use of the Town Park.  Ms. Smith stated the Park would only be used for practices a couple of nights a week.  Supervisor Eisnor stated he would add this under new business to be discussed later. 
Supervisor Eisnor asked for the Highway Report.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:
· The Highway Department has been sweeping town roads and cleaning up Main Street.  The Town of Whitesboro will be sending their vacuums trucks to assist with clean up at some point.  

· We’ve had a lot of wind that has taken down trees.  All are cleaned up and brush pick up has begun.  

· Gorman Group will be in at the end of April to start crack sealing town roads.

· Tyler Misiaszek resigned.  His last day was April 7th.  We will miss him.

Highway Superintendent Young stated he has been approached by the Westmoreland Cemetery asking for the Highway Department’s help in repairing and re-stoning the two (2) main roads in the Westmoreland Cemetery.  Supervisor Eisnor asked if the Highway would have the time to do this work.  Superintendent Young replied that he would do the work as he had time.
44 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to authorize the Highway Department to perform driveway work at the Westmoreland Cemetery as time allows, pursuant to General Municipal Law, section 165A .  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.  
Highway Superintendent Young asked the Board if he would be able to purchase any machinery in 2022.  He would like to replace the six-wheel Mack truck and it take six (6) to eight (8) months to get one.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that it is way too early to discuss financing for 2022.

Superintendent Young advised the Board that the Town will be receiving Early Winter Recovery money from the State and the amount we receive for CHIPS is up this year also.

The Highway Superintendent the asked the Board if they want to strip roads this year.  The cost of striping usually runs between $12,000.00 and $14,000.00.  The Board agreed that the newly paved roads should be striped and Councilperson Seymour asked if CHIPS money could be used for striping.  Superintendent Young replied that he did not think so because CHIPS money has to be used for road improvements that will last at least 6 years.  The Superintendent will clarify this at the Highway Superintendents meeting on Thursday.
Superintendent Young stated all the bridges in Town have been washed.

The Highway Department has received an applicant to replace Tyler Misiaszek.  The application has been sent to the County for pre-approval.  

Highway Superintendent Young asked the Board to sign the Road Work Agreement.

The Board reviewed the agreement and compared the final figures to the original quotes.
45 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to approve the 2021 Road Work Agreement as presented in the amount of $311,655.00.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke of the damage T.J Allen caused while plowing to the shut off valve cap on East South St.  He asked Superintendent Young to contact Mr. Allen and advise him the cap needs to be replaced as soon as possible, either by himself or by Murphy Excavating.
Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted this report:

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20. 

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants’ attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020. 

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. 

4-23-20 4852 State Rte 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20  Violation notices with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today. 

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.  

10-15-20 4354 Skyline Dr. Inspection with OC Office of Aging. NV written. Placarded Unfit for Human Occupancy. OTR for violations set for 11-17-20. 

11-17-20 House has been vacated; owner is living with her sister until moving into an assisted living facility. The sister stated plans are to get violations abated by springtime and sell the property. 

10-27-20  6304 Rte 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20. Working with Hubbert Prichard to resolve the issue. 

12-1-20 demo permit application turned in.

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

1-27-21 Bartlett Rd vacant lot owned by Robert and David Besig has a greyhound bus parked on it. Owners indicated they will have it out of there late spring early summer. Re-visit April/May 2021. 

2-17-21  6189 W Carter Rd. Junk and Debris. Going to address in the spring when I can get a clearer picture of all that is there as most of it is buried in snow at this time. I updated the complainant as well.

4-6-21 Notice of violation written. OTR set for May 11, 2021.  





3-9-21 4691 Rte 233 Apt 1 OCSS Complaint. Interior property maintenance violations cited. OTR date set for April 12, 2021.

3-16-21 5288 Furnace St. Notice of violation written 3-24-21 for a side porch exterior wall deteriorating causing the porch to give way as ground underneath erodes. OTR set for April 27, 2021. 

3-30-21 7383 E Main St. Fire. Notice of Violation and Placard for fire damaged building (The Grange) on 3-29-21. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 5776 Rte. 26. Notice of Violation  and Placard written  for partially collapsed detached garage. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 6385 Rte 26. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance. OTR set for 4-30-21.

3-30-21 5917 Schieferstine Rd. Notice of Violation written for property maintenance and camper in disrepair. OTR set for 4-30-21. 

3-30-21  5939 Rte 26. Notice of Violations written for property maintenance (owners and tenants). OTR set for 4-30-21. 
1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

12-1-20 7286 W Main St. Westmoreland United Methodist Church. OTR set for 1-5-21. 

1-5-21 Most violations have been abated. Waiting on chairlift inspection. 

1-27-21 5123 Rte 233 Personal Graphics. OTR set for 2-16-21.

Extended, needs more time.

2-16-21 4919 Rte 233 Ed & Ed. OTR set for 2-24-21.

3-19-21 Abated

2-17-21 4900 Rte 233 Bittersweet Pines  OTR set for 3-10-21.

3-10-21 All violations except one abated. Extend to 3-19-21.

3-19-21 Abated

2-23-21 4819 Rte 233 Seymour Excavating OTR set for 3-16-21

3-19-21 Abated

3-2-21 4560 Rte 233 TMS OTR set for 3-23-21.

4-6-21 Violation Abated.

3-3-21 4602 Rte 233 Snyder's Flooring. OTR set for 3-24-21. 

3-9-21 Violations Abated.

3-3-21 25 Seymour Ln Schwan's. OTR set for 3-24-21.

3-19-21 Abated

3-9-21 4687 Rte 233 RJ Auto. OTR set for 4-12-21.

3-9-21 4550 Rte 233 Sit Means Sit. No Violations

3-10-21 4754 Rte 233 TJ Allen Group. OTR set for 3-30-21.

3-30-21 Abated.

3-23-21 4769 Rte 233 Bravo bldg. OTR set for 4-13-21

3-23-21 4773 Rte 233 Jerry Smith and Sons. OTR set for 4-13-21

3-24-21 4791 Rte 233 Central Body Shop. OTR set for 4-20-21.

4-6-21 4795 Rte 233 Claycomb Auto Sales. OTR set for 4-20-21.

4-6-21 4805 Rte 233 Upstate Auto Gallery. No Violations. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in January.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

3/2/21 2021-9994 Allen Tim 4794 Route 233 315.000-1-80.4 Site Plan $150.00

3/9/21 2021-0008 Paxhia Hoseph 6848 Lowell Road 302.000-2-4S Permit Renewal $20.00

3/9/21 2021-0009 Jenne Kieth 5401 Moore Road 301.000-2-57 Demo Garage $50.00

3/9/21 2021-0010 Seymour Burton 4825 State Route233 314.000-1-55 Sign $60.00

3/9/21 2021-0011 Seymour Burton 6578 State Route 5 327.000-6-41.1 Self Storage Bldg $360.00

3/23/21 2021-0012 Seymour Burton 5401 Moore Road 301.000-2-57 Demo House $50.00

3/30/21 2021-9993 Gigliotti Vinny 6185 Route 233 274.000-1-42.2 Site Plan $150.00

3/30/21 2021-9992 Kessler Dale 6403 Dix Road 273.000-1-16 Area Variance $75.00

3/30/21 2021-9994 Iceland Prop 6129 Route 233 274.000-2-27.4 Site Plan $150.00

3/30/21 2021-0013 Szarek Bernie 7443 E. South St. 315.000-1-82.1 Fence $20.00

3/30/21 2021-0014 Janicki John 14 Tindall Manor 315-.018-2-42 Fence $20.00

3/30/21 2021-9990 Cesarini Daniel 7573 Cider St. 303.000-1-14 Area Variance $75.00

3/30/21 2021-9939 Pritchard Nancy Shed Road Area Variance $75.00

$1,255.00


No Water Report was submitted for March.
Supervisor stated that the Reading Center reported:

In March we loaned out 72 Books, 26 DVDS,

for a total of 98. We had 8 people come into the Library.  There were 80 holds on books and DVDS from Mid – York Library System and one discarded book.
Attorney Mattacola stated that he is still working on the revisions to amend the zoning law but is close to having a new draft completed.  The draft should be available to review at the next meeting.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In March, the Town Clerk’s office sold five (5) new dog licenses and renewed forty-three (43) individual dog licenses for $396.00.  Of that, $66.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $330.00. 

On March 9, 2021, fifteen (15) late notices were sent out for dogs due in February 2021.  Renewal notices for forty-nine (49) dogs due in April were sent out on March 29, 2021.

DECALS sales totaled $45.00 in March.  $42.51 was sent to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Town’s commission was $2.29.
There was one (1) marriage license issued in March for a total of $40.00.  $22.50 was sent to the New York State Department of Health and the Town’s share was $17.50.  

Twenty-five (25) certified copies were issued for $250.00.

Eight (8) permanent and two (2) temporary handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Seven (7) building permits were issued for $580.00; twelve (126) fire inspection payments were received for $600.00 and six (6) Zoning/Planning Board referrals were initiated for $675.00.  

Communications Received:

1. Family of Peter Techmanski- thank you.

2. Oneida County Sheriff-property check notice.
3. County of Oneida- notice of Federal stimulus money for Towns.
4. Oneida County Sheriff-property check notice.
Checks Received:

1. Charter Communications
Franchise Fee


$    21,380.19

2. Westmoreland FD

Fuel-January


$          415.83

3. Westmoreland Court

February- Ossont

$      3,766.00

4. Diane & Leo Burr

Pavilion Rental


$         100.00

5. Westmoreland Court

February-Bowers

$      3,856.00 

6. Stanwix Heights FD

Fuel



$         121.59

7. E-Z Riders


Fuel



$         410.62 

8. COCVAC


Fuel



$      3,640.58

9. Oneida County


1st Inst. 4th Qtr. Sales Tax
$  125,113.42

10. Rocco Palmieri


Culvert Pipe Install

$          300.00

11. MDS



Water Search


$            20.00

12. Bank of Utica






$          491.92

13. Westmoreland School

Fuel-February


$       5,356.97

14. Mary Jo Jennings

Pavilion Rental


$             75.00

15. Carolyn Dzwonkas                  
Pavilion Rental


$             75.00

Councilperson Phillips asked about the tree in honor of Warren Howlett.  Supervisor Eisnor advised it would be discussed under new business.
Councilperson Rundle stated that the playgrounds at the Town Park will need about 3” of new chips laid before he feels comfortable in opening the Park.  The chips are in Watertown and he will need the Highway Department to pick them up and help spread them.  Councilperson Hebbard has the pricing, we will need 180’X9’X3” thick. 
Councilperson Hebbard sent the following via e-mail:

I went onto the CDBG Cares grants webinar last week.  It was a webinar on how to apply for the Cares Act grant money that was given to each state.  It didn’t appear to have anything that we would qualify for.

 

NYSERDA also has a grant program called “Clean Communities Program” if you earn a certain amount of points, you can get a grant to reimburse you for your cost.  We would need 3,000 points to qualify; currently we have 900 points from switching to LED street lights.

I spoke to Jim Iffert today and he is onboard to do the Park nightly closings again this year.

 

I will be making an appointment to meet with Rocco Miglioro in early May to discuss the kids’ program at the Town Park for this summer.
Supervisor Eisnor added that the School is unsure if they will be able to participate in the Summer Park Program this year.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the tree planting in honor of Warren Howlett will be held on April 30, 2021 at 9:00am.  He presented a letter that will be sent to the family and asked all Board members to sign.   The tree will be planted on the corner of the Town Hall and a memory stone will be placed at the bottom of the tree.

Supervisor Eisnor spoke of a notice of claim that the Town received from the estate of the man killed at the corner of Dix and Bartlett Rd in 2020.  The claim has been sent to the Town’s insurance carrier and they are responding the estates Attorney.

Supervisor Eisnor stated the United Methodist Church has requested permission to hold bake sales on Primary and Election Day.  They would like to be outdoors, in the same location as last year.  
46 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to allow the United Methodist Church to hold bake sales outside the Town Hall on Primary Day (if needed June 22, 2021) and Election day (November 2, 2021).  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
The Supervisor stated he received an e-mail from the School regarding the Newsletter.  The School has graciously offered to allow the Town to add to the newsletter at no cost.  After a short discussion, it was decided not to participate in the School newsletter.  The Supervisor will inform the School.

E-Z Riders have reviewed our contract regarding building a cold storage facility on Town Property and are proposing changes to the contract.  Once received, the Supervisor will forward to the Attorney for review.

The Supervisor asked for thoughts from the Board regarding AYSO using the Town Park for practice prior to its official opening.  A short discussion ensued and it was agreed to allow AYSO soccer to use the Town Park on Tuesday and Wednesdays from 5pm to 8pm beginning April 27, 2021.  It was made clear that no water will be available until after May 15, 2021.  Ms. Smith understood and thanked the Board.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the Mowing Agreement was received from the County.  It appears to be the same as last year.  Attorney Mattacola reviewed the document and gave his approval.
47 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to accept the Mowing Agreement with the County and authorized the Supervisor and Highway Superintendent to sign.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
48 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

49 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of March 8, 2021 Regular Meeting as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
50 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #69- #107, which total $19,198.11.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 
51 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Westmoreland Water District    
vouchers #19-#25

which totals

$ 1,748.68
Tindall Water District


vouchers #6-#7


which totals

$     278.00


Spencer Water District


vouchers #6-#8


which totals
              $  1,323.20

Camelot Water District


vouchers #2


which totals

$19,989.45



 Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.

52 Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #49 through #77, which totals $101,157.16.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
Councilperson Rundle spoke with Councilperson Hebbard who said the wood chips for the Town Park were priced at $11.00 a yard last year and we will need around 16 yards.

53 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to purchase 16 yards of woodchips at a price not to exceed $25.00 a yard; and to allow the Highway Department to pick them up in New Hartford and help to distribute them at the Town Park.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held May 10, 2021 at 6:30pm., and the Tree Ceremony for Warren Howlett will be held April 30, 2021 at 9:00am.
Supervisor Eisnor recessed the meeting to allow comments from the floor.

There being no one wishing to address the Board, the Supervisor re-convened to the regular session.

54 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Phillips seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 7:15pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick, Town Clerk

