Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

February 8. 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 11:00 pm on Monday, February 8, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Barbara Phillips, Burton Seymour and Randy Rundle. Councilperson Charles Hebbard was absent. This meeting is closed to the public due to COVID-19 restrictions
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:
Five out of nine Highway employees have had COVID-19.

The Highway Department has been plowing of these last few weeks.

Oneida BOCES had to replace the clutch in truck #3, back in service.

Please review and sign the 284 Agreement (attached), more roads will be added at a later date.  

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

Just a reminder, this year you DO NOT have to renew the Senior or disability exemption. Due to safety concerns because of COVID-19, all Senior and disability exemptions will be automatically renewed for this year only. IF you are turning 65 in 2021 and currently receive the Basic STAR exemption, please contact the assessor or stop in for an Enhanced STAR application. You can also print one out from the New York State website. Remember, this must be returned by March 1, 2021 to be eligible this year. 

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted this report:

Complaints

4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020. 

1-27-21 Still waiting court appearance. 

4-23-20 4852 State Route 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit. 5-5-20  Violation notices with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.  

10-15-20 4354 Skyline Dr. Inspection with OC Office of Aging. NV written. Placarded Unfit for Human Occupancy. OTR for violations set for 11-17-20. 

11-17-20 House has been vacated; owner is living with her sister until moving into an assisted living facility. The sister stated plans are to get violations abated by springtime and sell the property. 

10-27-20  6304 Route 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20. Working with Hubbert Prichard to resolve the issue. 

12-1-20 demo permit application turned in.  

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021.

1-27-21 Bartlett Rd vacant lot owned by Robert and David Besig has a greyhound bus parked on it. Owners indicated they will have it out of there late spring early summer. Re-visit April/May 2021. 

Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in January.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

1/6/21 2021-001 Marocchi Louis 6950 Dix Rd. 274.000-2-27.2 Pole Barn $153.60

1/6/21 2021-002 Cimino Kimberly 6482 Dix Rd. 273.000-2-42.2 1Family/Septic $225.00

1/6/21 2021-9999 Patrick David 6333 State Rte. 233 274.000-1-51 Site Plan Review  $150.00

1/7/21 2021-003 Patrick David 6333 State Rte. 233 274.000-1-51 Pole Barn Add $664.20

1/19/21 2021-004 Bajrekarevic Hasan 5236 Bartlett Rd. 302.000-2-4.2 2nd Floor Remodel $111.00

1/26/21 2021-9998 Denslow Tom 4853 Route 233 314.000-1-56.4 Site Plan Review  $150.00

$1,453.80


Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that he had received a complaint about loading and unloading trucks outside at T.J. Allen Trucking.  He has been by several time whiles trucks were loading and they were all inside the structure.  The Supervisor has asked the Codes Office to write a letter to T.J. Allen outlining the loading/unloading requirements.

Councilperson Seymour asked if the Codes Officer was monitoring the retention wells.  Supervisor Eisnor replied that the Water Plant Operator Ted Flint will be doing that.

Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following report:

Month: January 2021

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests and 1 Emergency UFPO.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed 1 UFPO dig request and 1 Emergency UFPO.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.
Supervisor Eisnor commented that both the Tindall and Spencer Water District bills seem to be back in line.  This would indicate that the leaks have all been found and repaired.

The Supervisor stated that no report was given by the Reading Center as they are not currently open.  A discussion was held on when to re-open the Reading Center.  It was decided that April 1, 2021 should be a safe date.  

Supervisor Eisnor advised the Board that the Veterans Association of CNY has agreed to take all the discarded books from the Reading Center.  The Highway Department will be taking them to Utica sometime within the next two (2) weeks. 
Attorney Mattacola did not submit a report.
The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In January, the Town Clerk’s office sold five (5) new dog licenses and renewed fifty-four (54) individual dog licenses for $390.00.  Of that, $65.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $325.00. 

On January 11, 2021 , sixteen (16) late notices were sent out for dogs due in December 2020.  Renewal notices for forty-two (42) dogs due in February were sent out on January 29, 2021.

There were no sales of DECALS in January.

There were two (2) marriage licenses issued in January for a total of $80.00.  $45.00 was sent to the New York State Department of Health and the Town’s share was $35.00.  

Seven (7) certified copies were issued for $70.00.

Seven (7) permanent handicapped parking permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Four (4) building permits were issued for $1,153.800, and four (4) fire inspection payments were received for $200.00 and two (2) Zoning/Planning Board referrals were initiated for $300.00.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Beverly Merriman, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. National Grid- notification of routine tree maintenance.

2. Comp Alliance-additional reusable face masks.
Checks Received:

3. Westmoreland Court 

December-Bowers


$     3,570.00

4. Westmoreland Court 

December-Ossont


$     5,476.00 

5. COCVAC 


Fuel




$     2,419.21

6. Westmoreland FD 

Fuel-November



$        488.22

7. E-Z Riders 


Fuel




$        140.15

8. Tax Collector


2021 Property Tax


$494,578.00

9. Oneida County DA 

Traffic Diversion


$        983.33

10. Oneida County 
    2nd installment of 3rd quarter sales tax
$151,749.82

11. COCVAC 

               Fuel



$     3,326.22

12. Westmoreland School
               Fuel



$     1,708.27

13. Interstate Billing (Utica Mack)     Refund of Double Payment
$     3,181.71

14. Camelot Village 


Water Payment


$     9,500.00

15. Camelot Village 


Water Payment


$     9,622.95


Councilperson Phillips advised the Board that the Republican Committee has decided to endorse Randy Rundle and Kirk 
Donley  for Councilperson positions at the November election.  Councilperson Phillips thanked the Board stating they she 

really enjoyed her time here and thinks they made a great team.
Councilperson Phillips stated that the Manger was placed on the Town Green but was not lit this year.  She asked if the 

Manger could be moved to the Town property where the tree is currently lit.  The Board saw no problem with this request 

and next year the Manger will be next to the lit tree.
Councilperson Phillips spoke briefly on the Summer Park Program.  She indicated that she hopes the program will be 

allowed this year, but voiced some concerns over the structure of the program.  She would like to see a more structured 

event for the children with at least one (1) adult on premises at all times and some additional Park money allocated to it.
Councilperson Rundle asked when the Christmas decorations would be taken down.  Supervisor Eisnor replied that they 

were taken down last week. 

Councilperson Rundle brought up the salaries of the Highway personnel.  He stated that a motor equipment operator 

(MEO) makes $20.70 per hour, a heavy equipment operator (HEO) makes $21.83 per hour and the Deputy Highway

 Superintendent makes $22.30 per her.  Thanks only .47 more than and HEO.  Councilperson Rundle stated that the

 Deputy Highway Superintendent is in charge of the crew at least have the time and would like to the pay increased to at

 least $1.00 more per hour over the salary of a HEO. Supervisor Eisnor advised Councilperson Rundle that is really at the 
discretion of the Highway Superintendent.  The Town Board can approve ( or disapprove) the requested salaries but the 
decision on what to pay Highway personnel rests with the Highway Superintendent. 

Supervisor Eisnor stated that the Court is still not open.  Councilperson Rundle suggested that the Supervisor reach out to

 the 5th Judicial District to find out exactly what is going on.

Supervisor Eisnor asked for a motion to adopt the Blanket undertaking for 2021.
30 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to adopt the

 following Blanket undertaking for 2021:
RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING BLANKET UNDERTAKING 

COVERING OFFICERS, CLERKS, AND EMPLOYEES OF 

THE TOWN OF WESTMORELAND – 2021

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Officers Law §11, the Town Board is authorized to establish the amount of an official undertaking for various employees of the Town; and


WHEREAS, Public Officers Law §11(2), the Town Board is authorized to procure a blanket undertaking from any authorized corporate surety covering officers, clerks and employees in such amount as determined by the Town Board; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board has procured such a blanket undertaking through National Grange Mutual Insurance, via agent, Eastern Shore Associates, whereby the faithful performance of the duties of the officers and employees are guaranteed for the covered amounts as shown thereon; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed said blanket undertaking which provides for coverage during the period from January 1, 2021 through January 1, 2022 and finds same sufficient in form, manner of execution, and sufficiency of surety pursuant to Public Officers Law §11(2),

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:

1. The recitations above set forth are incorporated in this Resolution as if fully set forth and adopted herein.

2. Pursuant to the authority granted in Public Officers Law, Article 2, Section 11, sub. 2, the Town Board authorizes the procurement of a commercial blanket undertaking through National Grange Mutual Insurance, via its agent Eastern Shore Associates, which undertaking shall be conditioned upon 

a. the faithful performance of the duties of the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor, Town Board Members, Tax and Assessment Collector, Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Codes Officer(s), Superintendent of Highways, Town Justices, Clerk(s) to Justice(s )and all other employees of the Town,

b. the supervisor will well and truly keep, pay over and account for all moneys and property, including any special district funds and the local school fund, if any, belonging to his town and coming into his or her hands as such supervisor,
c. the receiver of taxes and assessments will well and truly keep, pay over and account for all moneys and property coming into his or her hands as such receiver of taxes and assessments, including all school district taxes. 
3. The individual undertakings of the Supervisor, Deputy Supervisor, Town Board Members, Tax and Assessment Collector, Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Codes Officer(s), Superintendent of Highways, Town Justices, Clerk(s) to Justice(s )and all other employees of the Town are dispensed with and the blanket undertaking sufficient in lieu thereof.

All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

The Board reviewed the 2021 Road Work Agreement submitted by the Highway Superintendent.  Supervisor Eisnor called the Highway Superintendent to join the meeting to discuss the agreement.  

Supervisor Eisnor asked Superintendent Young if he really only planned on hot paving Shed Road this year.  Highway Superintendent Young stated that Shed Road is complexly ready to be paved.  He would like to pave it this year and be done with that road.  The Highway Superintendent stated he was unsure of the Town’s financial situation for 2021 so was reluctant to add any additional projects.  The Board asked what else really needed to be dome.  Superintendent Young replied Valley View Road, Griffin Road and W. Carter Road between NYS Route 233 and Bartlett Road.  Discussion continued on the costs involved and which roads need the most attention.  Highway Superintendent Young will get update quotes for completing these roads, both hot pave and oil and stone and report back to the Board in March.

31 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

32 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle seconded by Councilperson Phillips, to approve and place on file the minutes of January 11, 2021 Regular Meeting and January 26, 2021 Audit Meeting as written.  All Board members present voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
The Unified Court System is requiring more and more detailed information from the yearly audit.  It is imperative that the Judges are present at the Audit meeting in order for the Board to adequately answer these questions.  If the Judges are not present, the Board will not audit their books.
33 Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #19 through #44, which total $15,532.47.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried. 

34 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

vouchers #2-#3


which totals

$     100.00



Spencer Water District

vouchers #3-#4


which totals
              $     100.00
Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #4 through #11
which totals

$  1,252.69


 Councilperson Phillips seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
35 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #13 through #29, which totals $22,490.80.  Councilperson Phillips seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held March 8, 2021 at the regular time of i6:30pm and will be open to the public.
27 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion.  All Board members present voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 11:57pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

