Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting

January 11. 2021
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this Year End meeting to order at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 11, 2021.  Present at this meeting were Councilpersons Barbara Phillips, Burton Seymour, Randy Rundle and Charles Hebbard. This meeting is closed to the public due to COVID-19 restrictions
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that no Highway Report was submitted and gave the Board an update on those employees that are working and those that are out.

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt submitted the following report:

On December 28, 2020 Governor Cuomo signed into law the COVID-19 Emergency Eviction and Foreclosure Prevention Act of 2020. In part it states that those with a Senior Exemption (also known as Aged –All) and those with a LTD limited disability exemption, DO NOT HAVE TO RENEW THE EXEMPTION THIS YEAR. All property owners that received this exemption last year will receive it again this year with no renewal required. Only if there was a large change in income or the property is no longer owned by the owner currently receiving the exemption will the exemption change. If you have any questions or concerns, please call at 315-853-8001, ext #8.

Codes Enforcement Officer Fred Fox submitted this report:

Complaints

4-15-19 

5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  

5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

9-10-19  

5401 Moore Rd. cited for high grass and property maintenance on garage.

OTR set for 10-15-19

10-15-19 Court Paperwork Drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

11-6-19 Defendant appeared; court adjourned until 12-4-19.  Defendant has made progress on property, boarding up garage. Court adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM.

8-25-20 Weeds and grass cut but garage not complete. Court set for 8-26-20.

8-26-20 Progress has been made. Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Court 

Adjourned until 10-28-20. Defendant in process of demolishing building.  
Codes Officer Patrick Baron issued the following building permits in December.
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

12/2/20 2020-0119 Moyer Jeff 4560 Rte 233 327.000-6-43.5 Sign $40.00

12/15/20 2020-0120 Kelly James 139 Seymour Lane 314.000-1-49.8 1 family/septic $312.12

12/15/20 2020-0121 Kennedy Kelly 6590 Dailey Road 301.000-2-11.1 Addition $128.48

12/22/20 2020-0122 Schrok William 4901 Route 233 314.000-1-34.1 Addition $303.60

12/22/20 2020-0123 Augenstein Ruth 6304 Route 26 273.000-1-11 Demo barn $50.00

12/29/20 2020-0124 Joseph George 4741 Route 233 315.000-1-80.1 Enclose & Addition $144.00

12/29/20 2020-0125 Whittemore James 5845 Lowell Road 287.000-2-36 1 family/septic $225.00


Water Plant Operator Ted Flint Submitted this report for December:

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed end of year sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· Working with Seymour Excavating to repair 2 shut-off that are not working. Barrier Windows and a home on Rt 233.

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed end of year sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed 2 UFPO dig requests.

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed end of year sampling requirements – no issues.

There was no Reading Center report submitted as the Reading Center is currently closed.
Attorney Mattacola stated that things have been quite on his end.

The Town Clerk submitted the following report:

In December, the Town Clerk’s office sold three (3) new dog licenses and renewed forty (40) individual dog licenses for $294.00.  Of that, $49.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $245.00. 

On December 16, 2020 twenty (20) late notices were sent out for dogs due in November 2020.  Renewal notices for fifty (50) dogs due in January were sent out on December 29, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $765.00, $756.36 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $8.64 in commissions.  

There were no marriage licenses issued in December.  

Ten (10) certified copies were issued for $100.00 and one (1) genealogy request was answered for $11.00.

Ten (10) permanent handicapped permits and two (2) temporary handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Seven (7) building permits were issued for $1203.20, and five (5) fire inspection payments were received for $250.00.  

Jody Burdick, Town Clerk

Beverly Merriman, Deputy Town Clerk

Communications Received:

1. Thank You- Family of Tracy Sexton.

2. Oneida-Herkimer Solid Waste- rate schedule for 2021.
3. Bernie Szarek- notices regarding aged all exemption renewals.
4. Town Board- letter to school canceling newsletter participation.
5. Town Board- letter to Justice Personnel regarding salaries in 2021.
Checks Received:

1. Comp Alliance


Safe Workplace Award



$    3,417.00

2. Clark Mills Fire Dept. 

Fuel





$       326.82

3. Westmoreland FD 

Fuel-October




$       329.14

4. Westmoreland Court 

October-Ossont




$    7,652.71         

5. Westmoreland Court 

October-Bowers



$    6,296.00

6. Oneida County


1st installment of 3rd quarter sales tax

$151,749.82

7. Westmoreland School 

Fuel





$     3,615.11

8. Bank of Utica


Interest





$     1,083.90

Supervisor Eisnor stated he spoke with the Dog Control Officer, Sue Gardinier.  She has injured her back and it currently out of commission.  She will only be handling emergencies for the time being.

Councilperson Hebbard asked for a moment of silence in honor of Jim Spellman who recently passed.  Mr. Spellman was a very active member of the Westmoreland and surrounding communities.
Supervisor Eisnor stated he has received the documentation from Burton Seymour Sr enabling the Town to assume the Seymour Lane Extension.  Attorney Mattacola stated that he had no objections to the wording of the contract, but could not speak to the level of work performed.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that Highway Superintendent Young was present during the construction and was extremely satisfied with the completed project.  
19 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to accept the Seymour Lane Extension as a Town Road as stipulated in the contract.  Councilpersons Phillips, Rundle, Hebbard and Supervisor Eisnor voted AYE, Councilperson Seymour abstained.  Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
The Supervisor advised the Board that a new contract was received from Stevens-Swan Humane Society for the 2021 year.
20 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to authorize the Supervisor to sign the contract with Stevens-Swan humane Society for the 2021 year.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
21 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to adopt the following Procurement Policy for the year 2021.

PROCUREMENT POLICY FOR THE TOWN OF WESTMORELAND

2021

WHEREAS, Section 104-b of the General Municipal Law (GML) requires every town to adopt internal policies and procedures governing the procurement of goods and services not subject to bidding requirements of GML §103 or any other law; and


WHEREAS, comments have been solicited from those officers of the Town involved with procurement;


NOW, THEREFORE, be it


RESOLVED, that the Town of Westmoreland does hereby adopt the following procurement policies and procedures:

Guideline 1.
Every prospective purchase of goods or services shall be evaluated to determine the applicability of GML §103.  Every town officer, board department head or other personnel with the requisite purchasing authority (hereinafter Purchaser) shall estimate the cumulative amount of the items of supply or equipment needed in a given fiscal year.  That estimate shall include the canvass of other town departments and past history to determine the likely yearly value of the commodity to be acquired.  The information gathered and conclusions reached shall be documented and kept with the file or other documentation supporting the purchase activity.


The Town hereby identifies the individuals listed below as responsible for purchasing, as of the date of the last annual review of this Policy:

Kenneth Eisnor, Town Supervisor

Russell Young, Highway Superintendent


(The Town does not maintain a separate and distinct purchasing department or purchasing commission.)
Guideline 2.
This Policy shall NOT apply to all purchases of (a) supplies or equipment which will exceed $20,000 in the fiscal year or, (b) public works contracts over $35,000, which shall be formally put to bid pursuant to GML §103.

Guideline 3.
All estimated purchases of:

A. Less than $20,000 but greater than $3,000, require a written request for a proposal (RFP)
 and written/faxed quotes from at least three (3) vendors;

B. Less than $3,000 but greater than $1,000 require an oral request for the goods and oral/faxed quotes from at least two (2) vendors;

C. Less than $1,000 but greater than $250 are left to the discretion of the Purchaser.

All estimated public works contracts of:

A. Less than $35,000 but greater than $10,000 require a written RFP and written/faxed proposals from at least three (3) contractors;

B. Less than $10,000 but greater than $3,000 require a written RFP and written/faxed proposals from at least two (2) contractors;

C. Less than $3,000 but greater than $500 are left to the discretion of the Purchaser.

All information gathered in complying with the procedures of this Guideline shall be preserved and filed with the documentations supporting the subsequent purchase or public works contract.

Guideline 4.
The lowest responsible proposal or quote shall be awarded the purchase or public works contract unless the Purchaser prepares a written justification providing reasons why it is in the best interest of the Town and its taxpayers to make an award to other than the low bidder.
  If a bidder is not deemed responsible, facts supporting that judgment shall also be documented and filed with the Record supporting the procurement.

Guideline 5.
A good faith effort shall be made to obtain the required number of proposals or quotations.  If the Purchaser is unable to obtain the required number of proposals or quotations, the Purchaser shall document the attempt made at obtaining said quotes and/or proposals.  In no event shall the inability to obtain the proposals or quotes be a bar to the procurement.  
All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

Supervisor Eisnor scheduled the Book Audit meeting for January 26, 2021 at 6:00pm.

22 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

23 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of December 14, 2020 Regular Meeting, December 29, 2020 Year End Meeting and January 2, 2021 Organizational Meeting as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
24 Councilperson Rundle advanced a motion to approve and order paid the vouchers of the General fund, vouchers #1 through #18, which total $30,984.02.  Councilperson Hebbard seconded the motion, all Board members voted AYE.  The Supervisor declared the motion carried.

25 Councilperson Phillips advanced a motion to approve and order paid the Highway claims, vouchers #1 through #12, which totals $110,022.57.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members  voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried.
26 Councilperson Seymour advanced a motion to approve and order paid the claims of the water districts as follows:

Tindall Water District

vouchers 1


which totals

$     100.00



Westmoreland Water District    vouchers #1 through #3

which totals

$  1,478.90

Spencer Water District

vouchers #1-2


which totals

$  1,667.80


Camelot Water District

vouchers #1


which totals

$17,637.75



 Councilperson Rundle seconded the motion, all Board members present voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried.
Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that the School lent the Town one of their disinfectant sprayers.  The Highway Department will be using it on their trucks before and after every shift. 

The Supervisor stated the next Regular Meeting will be held February 8, 2021 at 6:30pm and the Audit Meeting will be held January 26, 2021 at 6:00pm.
27 There being no other business to be brought before the Board, Councilperson Hebbard advanced a motion to adjourn this meeting.  Councilperson Seymour seconded the motion.  All Board members voted AYE and Supervisor Eisnor declared the motion carried and adjourned the meeting a 6:45pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

� GML §104-b(3)


� GML §104-b(2)(f)


� Any written RFP shall describe the desired goods, quantity and particulars of delivery.  The Purchaser shall compile a list of vendors from whom written/faxed/oral quotes have been requested and the written/faxed/oral quotes offered


� GML §104-b(2)(d)


� GML §104-b(2)(e)





