Westmoreland Town Board
Regular Meeting
December 14, 2020
Supervisor Kenneth Eisnor called this meeting to order at 5:00 pm, December 14, 2020 at the Westmoreland Town Hall, 100 Station Road, Westmoreland, New York.  Present at this meeting are Councilpersons Burton Seymour Jr., Charles Hebbard, Randy Rundle and Barbara Phillips.  Also present; Attorney Gregory Mattacola.  This meeting is closed to the public due to COVID-19 restrictions.
Supervisor Eisnor stated that this meeting had to be closed because Oneida County has now been deemed a “Yellow” zone, which stipulated no public meetings.
Supervisor Eisnor asked all to stand and join him in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Supervisor Eisnor stated the following reports were submitted by department heads.

Highway Superintendent Russell Young reported:

· The Highway Department has begun to stockpile salt and sand.  Restocking will continue as needed this winter. Big thanks to The Town of Kirkland for the use of their elevator.

· Oneida County has paid for roadside moving: $14,524.00

· Christmas decorations are up throughout the town. Several nice comments received about how nice things look. 

Sole Assessor Holly Osterhoudt reported:

      This month the exemption renewals will all go out. If you have an exemption renewal, be sure it is returned with your phone number and signature no later than March 1, 2021. Since 2015 New York State has taken control of the administration of STAR so remember if you have Enhanced STAR you no longer have to renew the exemption each year. The EXCEPTION is the Senior exemption (also known as Aged All) This is for low-income seniors and must still be renewed every year in the assessment office. You will be mailed a renewal form if you have the exemption and need to renew it. As always, please call and leave a message if you have any questions or concern.

Codes Officer Patrick Baron submitted the following for building permits issued in the month of November:
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Date NO. Last Name First Name Address Tax Map ID # Type Of Permit Fee Paid

11/1/20 2020-0109 Granza John 6605 W Carter Road 288.000-2-34.2 Pole barn $551.60

11/1/20 2020-0110 Thieme Cody 6475 W South Street 325.000-1-9.3 Fireplace $50.00

11/1/20 2020-0111 Ptak-Russell Michelle 7599 Acee Road 315.000-1-41 Pole barn $120.00

11/3/20 2020-0112 Crown Castle 5207 Eureka Road 302.000-144 Cell Tower Updrades $50.00

11/10/20 2020-0113 Davies Jenn 7320 E Main Street 302.004-2-40 Front porch repair $25.00

11/10/20 2020-0114 Buned Elizabeth 7595 Cider Street 303.000-1-11.10 Car port $40.00

11/17/20 2020-9986 Marocchi Louis 6950 Dix Road 274.000-2-27.2 Variance $75.00

11/17/20 Renewal Roux Eric 6849 O'Brien Road Permit renewal $20.00

11/22/20 2020-0115 Bartlett David 5377 Moore Road 301.000-2-55.4 Pole Barn $75.00

11/24/20 2020-0116 Crossman Joshua 5018 Moore Road 313.000-2-11.3 Septic alteration $75.00

11/24/20 2020-0117 Briggs Matthew 6288 Skinner Road 301.000-2-53.2 Roof solar $81.45

11/24/20 2020-0118 O'Grady Michael 6177 State Route 26 273.000-1-63.1 Addition $108.00


Codes Enforcement Officer Fed Fox submitted the following report;
Complaints
4-15-19  5845 Scadden Rd. Violation notice sent for junk and debris on the entire property (scrape metal, demolished trailer etc.) property maintenance on the house, garbage & junk vehicles. Order to Remedy Date 5-21-19

3-9-20 Spoke with deceased owner's son, Brian Grant. Going to work with him on cleaning up property. He has already started. Photo(s) taken 3-12-20.  

6-4-19  5651 Blackman Rd  Burn out house on Cattle Farm. Zoned Agriculture, researching how to pursue posting property. 

7-2-19 No permits pulled to demolish or repair. Will move to post building unfit/unsafe and move the case to court. Property posted. Owners indicated through counsel that they would like some time to consult a contractor for advice how to proceed, either demo or repair. 

9-10-19  5401 Moore Rd. cited for high grass and property maintenance on garage.

OTR set for 10-15-19

10-15-19 Court Paperwork Drafted. Court scheduled for 11-6-19

11-6-19 Defendant appeared; court adjourned until 12-4-19.  Defendant has made progress on property, boarding up garage. Court adjourned until 4-22-20 at 3:00PM.

8-25-20 Weeds and grass cut but garage not complete. Court set for 8-26-20.

8-26-20 Progress has been made. Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Court Adjourned until 10-28-20. Defendant in process of demolishing building.  

12-4-19  7202 Cooper St. Being posted Unfit for Human Occupancy 12-9-19 Unsanitary conditions, Order to vacate by December 18, 2019. Order to Remedy by January 6, 2020. 

1-6-20 Owner currently living in placarded building with very little progress. 9 cats have been placed in a shelter by the owner. The matter will be brought to court.

2-5-20 scheduled court appearance adjourned until 4-1-20 after attorneys conferred.

8-25-20 Owner still living in placarded building. Building remains unfit for human occupancy. 

8-26-20 Case adjourned until 9-23-20. Defendants attorney asked for case to be adjourned until 12-2-20. Case adjourned until January. Some progress being made. Attempting to conduct onsite inspection the end of December 2020.  

4-23-20 4852 State Route 233 Notice of stop work order for a fence erected without a permit.

5-5-20  Violation notice with order to remedy set for 6-9-20.

8-25-20 Tenant has picked up application for fence permit. Has not been turned in as of today.  

7-8-20  6924 Dix Rd. Notice of violation written for junk and debris from fire destroyed house. OTR set for 8-12-20. Mailing issue OTR extended until 8-26-20.

8-25-20 Violation still remains. Defendant spoke with Town Supervisor, stated they are going to try and sell property as is. He stated he has not insurance on the house.  

10-12-20 6764 O'Brien Rd. Notice of violation written for unregistered/inoperative vehicles on the premises. OTR set for 10-28-20.

10-12-20 5535 Eureka & Bartlett Rd. Notice of violation written for Junk and Debris on the property. OTR set for 10-28-20. Progress being made, will continue to monitor for two more weeks.

10-15-20 4354 Skyline Dr. Inspection with OC Office of Aging. NV written. Placarded Unfit for Human Occupancy. OTR for violations set for 11-17-20. 

11-17-20 House has been vacated; owner is living with her sister until moving into an assisted living facility. The sister stated plans are to get violations abated by springtime and sell the property. 

10-27-20  6304 Route 26. Notice of violation written for a collapsed structure.  OTR set for 12-1-20. Working with Hubert Prichard to resolve the issue. 

12-1-20 demo permit application turned in.  

11-9-20 5218 Rte. 233. Notice of violation written 11-10-20 for property maintenance violations. OTR set for 1-5-2021. 





1203 Fire Prevention Inspections:

8-3-20 7356 E Main St  Barrier Windows. No one responded for the inspection. Tagged door. Waiting on someone to contact me. 10-27-20 Inspected OTR set for 11-10-20. All violations abated. 

10-27-20 4980 Route 233 Rising Stars. OTR set for 11-24-20.

11-9-20 5639 Bartlett Rd Bartlett Baptist Church. No Violations observed. 

11-9-20 6925 Route 5 Lairdsville Methodist Church. No Violations observed. 

11-10-20 7616 E South St. Church of Annunciation. No Violations observed. 

11-17-20 5600 Route 233 Village Custom. OTR set for 12-1-20. 12-1-20 All violations abated. 

11-17-20 5840 Lowell Rd  Lowell Church. No Violations observed. 

11-17-20 4908 Moore Rd. Hecla Church. No Violations observed. 

12-1-20 7362 E Main St. Knuckleheads. OTR set for 12-15-20.

12-1-20 7286 W Main St. Westmoreland United Methodist Church. OTR set for 1-5-21.

12-8-20  45 Seymour Ln  Borza's Recreation Center. No Violations observed. 

12-8-20  7537 E South St.  The Milk House Bed & Breakfast. No Violations observed. 
Water Plant Operator Ted Flint submitted the following;
Month: November 2020

Westmoreland Water District

· Completed monthly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Performed several UFPO dig requests. 

· Getting quotes from numerous laboratories in the Northeast for performing our mandated PFAS testing that begins in February 2021. 

Tindal Corners Water District

· Completed monthly and quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Was called to do an Emergency UFPO in Clark Mills. Mohawk Valley Water Authority had a water leak. 

Spencer Settlement Water District

· Completed monthly and quarterly sampling requirements – no issues.

· Still working with Brian from NYS Leak Detection on possible water leaks in this district. 

Reading Center Clerk Tammy Aylesworth submitted the following report:
      In Nov. we loaded out 369 Books 22 DVDS, for a total of 391. We had 30 people come into the Library. We had 130 holds on books and DVDS from Mid – York library system. The library had its book sale Nov. 14 and made $120.00.

Supervisor Eisnor stated that the Reading Center will be closed from December 14, 2020 until at least February 1, 2021 due to COVID-19.
The Supervisor then asked for the Attorney’s Report.
Town Attorney Gregory Mattacola stated he has been working on a tax fiduciary case from the Shenandoah Club that was filed last year.  The Attorney explained that an attorney filed to have the assessed value lowered when the Club was up for sale and one of his family members was going to purchase it.  That deal fell through and the Attorney just dropped the case.  The Shenandoah has since been sold to another party.  When the Judge was reviewing his cases, and saw that nothing had progressed, he called everyone involved in for a meeting. The Judge instructed Attorney Mattacola to file an answer to the complaint, which he did.  Attorney Mattacola is now waiting for a conference call to finally resolve the issue.
Supervisor Eisnor thanked the Attorney for his report and asked for the Town Clerk’s Report.  

Town Clerk, Jody Burdick submitted the following report:
In November, the Town Clerk’s office sold nine (9) new dog licenses and renewed forty-six (46) individual dog licenses for $414.00.  Of that, $69.00 was sent to the Department of Ag & Markets for New York State’s Dog Population Control Program. The Town Supervisor received $345.00. 

On November 16, 2020 twenty-seven (27) late notices were sent out for dogs due in October 2020.  Renewal notices for forty-eight (48) dogs due in December were sent out on November 30, 2020.

DECALS sales totaled $572.00, $543.20 was sent to the Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The Town received $28.80 in commissions.  

There were two (2) marriage licenses issued in November totaling $80.00.  The Town’s commission was $35.00 and $45.00 was sent to the New York State Department of Health.

Two (2) certified copies were issued for $20.00.

Four (4) permanent handicapped permits were issued or renewed during the month.  

Nine (9) building permits were issued for $569.45, one (1) residential ZBA referrals were issued for $75.00, one (1) septic permit was issued for $75.00 and six (6) fire inspection payments were received for $300.00.  

Communications Received:

1. Ted Flint-correspondence regarding mandatory water testing effective 1-1-2021.

2. Family of Mary Christman- thank you note

Checks Received:

1. Progressive
   
     Water Hydrant Reimbursement

$   1,931.37

2. CHA Consulting

      Credit from Rt 233 Solar 


$      741.25

3. Charter Communications   Franchise Fees



$ 21,171.04
4. COCVAC

       Fuel




$  2,257.90

5. Clark Mills Fire Dept.
       Fuel




$      197.65

6. Oneida County

       Roadside Mowing



$ 14,524.00

7. Oneida County

3rd installment of 2nd quarter sales tax
$ 93,943.64 

8. Westmoreland FD
      Fuel-September



$      329.14

9. Westmoreland FD
      Workers Comp Payment


$   3,484.00


10. Westmoreland School        Fuel




$   4,492.59

11. Stanwix Heights FD
      Fuel




$      154.05

12. Westmoreland Court
      October- Bowers



$   5,295.00

13. Westmoreland Court
      October- Ossont



$   8,242.00         

The Supervisor thanked the Clerk for her report. 
Supervisor Eisnor stated budget modifications are needed in order to pay the vouchers.

112  A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to move $926.00 from Fund Balance SW4-599 to SW4-8320.400; Source of Supply Contractual; to increase budget line. Reason, to cover Rome City Water Bill.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
113 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to move $1,200.00 from Fund Balance SW4-599 to SW4-8340.400; Transmission and Distribution-Contractual; to increase budget line. Reason, to cover charges for Upstate Leak Detection .  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

114 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to move $68.73 from SW3-9035.800-Medicare to SW3-9010.800- State Retirement. Reason, NYS Retirement came in higher than budgeted for.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

115 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to move $1,5650.50 from A9060.800- Hospital and Medical Insurance to A9010.800- State Retirement. Reason, NYS Retirement bill came in higher than budgeted for.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

116 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to move $212.28 from A3620.100-Safety Inspection-Personal Services to A3620.400-Safety Inspection-Contractual. Reason, to cover mileage and inspection expenses to Codes Personnel.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

117 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to move $19.99 from A1990.400-Contingent Account to A7510.400-Historian-Contractual. Reason, to cover the cost of an all-in-one printer.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

118 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to move $136.98 from A1990.400-Contingent Account to A7550.400-Celebrations-Contractual. Reason, to cover new Christmas decorations.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
119 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to authorize the Bookkeeper to make any and all budget modifications necessary to pay year end bills.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
120 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and order paid the General Fund vouchers #343 through #388 which totals $63,411.75.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
121 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and order paid the claims of the Highway fund, vouchers #212 through #237 totaling $112,446.97.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
122 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Rundle, seconded by Councilperson Seymour to approve and order paid the vouchers of the Water Districts as follows:
Spencer Water District

vouchers 12-13      which totals 
$  1,428.00

Westmoreland Water District
vouchers 90-95      which totals          $  2,514.58

Tindall Water District


vouchers 14-15       which totals 
$  7,689.55

All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that our NYMIR insurance is increasing by $800.00.
The Supervisor also stated that the Town received $3,400.00 back from Comp Alliance due to our good injury history.

Supervisor Eisnor stated we received the mailing bill from Westmoreland School for the newsletter and asked the Boards opinion on continuing this.  Discussion continued and Councilperson Rundle stated that anything we need to inform the community on we could do through the website and the Facebook page.  Councilperson Phillips stated that most people will call the Town Hall if they need information.  It was decided to withdraw from the newsletter and the Clerk was asked to draw up a letter to the School.

Supervisor Eisnor informed the Board that he received Pat Baron’s resignation letter.  Mr. Baron will be retiring from his full-time job in Oneida and under NYS Retirement guidelines he must resign from any other positions he holds.  He will be rehired with the Town of Westmoreland effective January 6, 2021. 

Discussion turned to the Justice Court.  Supervisor Eisnor stated that it is rumored that Morgan Espada will be leaving at the end of this year.  The Court is now closed again due to COVID-19.  The Court id running a deficit of around $50,000.00 this year.  The Supervisor stated that some changes will have to be made, especially with the uncertainty of our sales tax revenues.  A lengthy discussion followed.  Supervisor Eisnor proposes that Ms. Espada not be replaced at this time, should she leave.  One Clerk should be able to handle the work for both Judges, at least until the Court re-opens.  If Ms. Espada does not leave, then both Court Clerks hours would be reduced to ten (10) hours per week.  The Supervisor continued, because the Judges have only been working one (1) day a month (instead of two) and are not currently working at all, their salaries could be reduced as well.
Discussion turned to the salaries of the Court Clerks.  Attorney Mattacola stated that the job of Court Clerk does not meet the requirements of a salaried employee.  So whatever changes the Board need to make must include changing the Court Clerk(s) to hourly paid.

123 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Phillips, seconded by Councilperson Rundle to change the Court Clerk(s) from salaried employees to hourly paid employees effective January 1, 2021. Further, if the Town will employ one (1) Court Clerk in January her hours will be set at twenty (20) hours per week, however; should we still employ two (2) Clerks in January each Clerk will be allotted ten (10) hours per week, and further, effective January 1, 2021 the salaries for the Town Justices will be reduced to $10,240.00.  If and when the Court resumes normal activities, these wages can be revisited at  the Boards discretion.
The Supervisor advised the Board that he plans on making some changes in personnel duties in January.  Vikki Parent will be moving into the Assessor’s Clerk position for up to six (6) hours a week, as needed and the Codes Clerk for two (2) hours a week. 
Lisa Woodard will be assuming the Supervisor’s Clerk position for three-four (3 to 4) hours per week.

Councilperson Seymour provided each Board member with copies of Local Law 1 of 2016 concerning signage.  He stated that this law has become antiquated over the last several years and he has gone through it and made some updates.  Councilperson Seymour indicated that he concentrated on the Business Districts primarily because that is where his father wants to place a sign.  Two of the changes Councilperson Seymour is proposing the size of the signs and the lighting of the signs.
Attorney Mattacola stated that the Town has a procedure in place regarding the updating or amending of our Local Laws.  A committee  has been formed to review and propose such changes.  The next meeting of this committee will be the second week of January.

After reviewing the proposed changes, Councilperson Phillips stated that the no flashing or blinking light segment should remain in the law.  Councilperson Seymour disagreed stating that that would eliminate the LED scrolling signs.

Councilperson Seymour stated that he was told the Town Board could make these changes to the Law.  Attorney Mattacola replied that they can, however this Board has established a procedure for the committee to do conduct the research and make recommendations to the Board.

Councilperson Hebbard added that this process was set up to include members of the Zoning/Planning Board as they are the individuals that hear the cases and are more in tune with the issues that arise.

Councilperson Seymour cited several other businesses that he feels are not in compliance with the current signage codes.  Attorney Mattacola stated that the laws that are enacted must be for the benefit of the masses, not necessarily one individual.  Discussion continued.
124 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Seymour, seconded by Councilperson Hebbard to approve and place on file the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Codes Reports.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.

125 A motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Rundle, to approve and place on file the minutes of November 9, 2020 Regular Meeting and October 12, 2020 Budget Meeting and October 27, 2020 Public Hearing as written.  All Board members voted AYE and the motion was declared carried.
Supervisor Eisnor stated the Year End Meeting will be held at 9:00am on December 29, 2020, the Organizational meeting will be held on January 1, 2021 at 10:00am and the next Regular Meeting will be held on January 13, 2021 at 6:30 pm.
126 There being no other business to discuss, a motion was advanced by Councilperson Hebbard, seconded by Councilperson Phillips to adjourn this meeting.  All Board members voted AYE and the Supervisor declared the motion carried and adjourned this meeting at 6:22 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,

Jody S. Burdick

Town Clerk

